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Prologue
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Have you ever dreamed of creating a magical world filled with wizards, castles, and flying broomsticks? J.K. Rowling did just that! Long before Harry Potter became a household name, she was just a curious girl who loved telling stories and imagining adventures. She didn’t come from a famous family or have a magic wand—but she had big ideas, a powerful imagination, and a lot of determination.

This book will take you on a journey through J.K. Rowling’s life—from her childhood full of books to the moment she wrote about a boy with a lightning-shaped scar. You’ll discover how she turned her ideas into one of the most beloved book series in the world, and how she used her success to help others and keep creating stories. Get ready to meet the woman behind the magic!
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Chapter 1: A Girl Who Loved Books
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Once upon a time in a town called Yate, in England, there was a little girl named Joanne Rowling. Most people now know her as J.K. Rowling, the famous author of the Harry Potter books. But long before she ever wrote about wizards, spells, and magical creatures, she was just a curious little girl who loved books more than anything in the world. Joanne didn’t have a fancy house or tons of toys, but she did have a wonderful imagination and a big stack of books that she would read over and over again.

Even when she was very young, Joanne would spend hours with her nose buried in a story. She didn’t mind being alone if she had a good book to read. Sometimes she would sit on her bed, curled up under a blanket, turning the pages as quickly as she could, completely lost in another world. She read fairy tales, adventures, mysteries, and even books about dragons. Her favorite stories were always the ones that had exciting characters and magical surprises. She loved how books could take her to faraway lands without her ever having to leave her room.

Joanne’s parents noticed how much she enjoyed reading and encouraged her to keep going. Her mother, Anne, especially understood how important stories were. She often gave Joanne books as gifts, and sometimes they read together. Joanne had a little sister named Di, and she would sometimes tell her made-up stories just for fun. One of her first tales was about a rabbit named Rabbit who had measles. Joanne was only six years old when she wrote that one! It may have been a short and simple story, but it was just the beginning of her writing journey.

At school, Joanne loved reading even more than playing outside. While some kids looked forward to sports or games, she looked forward to library time. She would check out books, read them quickly, and return for more. Her teachers saw her love of reading, and some of them encouraged her to try writing her own stories. And so, she did! Joanne filled notebooks with tales of brave heroes, sneaky villains, and fantastic places. She wasn’t trying to be famous or rich—she just wrote because she loved it.

As she got older, her love for books never faded. She still carried a book wherever she went, and she read during lunch breaks, bus rides, and even while waiting in lines. When she was a teenager, she read books by authors like Jane Austen and Charles Dickens. These stories helped her understand more about how to build characters and write powerful scenes. She also became very interested in learning new words and understanding how stories worked. Books weren’t just fun for her anymore—they were like treasures filled with lessons and magic.

Sometimes Joanne had tough days. Like many kids, she didn’t always feel confident or happy. But when things got hard, she would turn to books for comfort. They were her escape and her joy. The characters in the stories she read felt like friends. Some were brave and strong, others were funny and kind. And the more she read, the more she dreamed about creating her own characters that children could fall in love with too. She wanted to build a world that felt real, magical, and exciting—just like the books she adored when she was little.

One of her favorite things to do was to imagine stories in her head before writing them down. She would think up entire adventures while walking home from school or staring out the window on a rainy day. Her mind was always busy creating scenes, inventing names, and thinking about what might happen next. Books had taught her that imagination could take her anywhere, and she used hers every single day.

Even as an adult, Joanne still loved books just as much as she did when she was a child. When she was riding on a train one day, an idea suddenly popped into her head—an idea about a young wizard boy who didn’t know he was magical until he received a letter from a special school. That boy would become Harry Potter, and that idea would turn into one of the most famous stories in the world. But it all started because Joanne, from the time she was very small, had loved books deeply and truly. They were her favorite thing in the world, and they helped shape her into the amazing writer she would one day become.

Books didn’t just entertain her—they taught her, comforted her, and inspired her. They gave her courage when she felt unsure, and they sparked dreams when she felt ordinary. Every book she read was like a stepping stone on the path to her future. Without her love of reading, there might never have been a Harry Potter, or Hogwarts, or spells like “Expelliarmus.” Her magical world was built on the foundation of all the books she read and loved as a young girl.

So, when we think about J.K. Rowling today, we should remember that before the magic wands and flying broomsticks, before the castles and creatures, there was just a little girl who truly, deeply loved books. And that love made all the difference.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in England
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J.K. Rowling, whose full name is Joanne Rowling, spent her childhood growing up in England, a country filled with old buildings, green hills, and a long, rich history. England is known for its rainy weather, cozy villages, and famous castles, but for Joanne, it was also the place where her dreams and imagination began to take shape. She was born on July 31, 1965, in a small town called Yate, near the city of Bristol in the southwest part of England. From the very beginning, her life in England had a big influence on the magical worlds she would later create.

Joanne grew up in the countryside, in places surrounded by nature. Her family moved to a village called Winterbourne when she was still a young girl. This was a peaceful place with trees, gardens, and quiet streets. There weren’t giant cities or busy highways right outside her door—instead, there were small houses and friendly neighbors. She and her little sister Di would spend time playing outside, exploring their neighborhood, and, of course, reading books. The village life gave Joanne plenty of space to think, dream, and invent stories in her head.

Her childhood home had a backyard where she could play pretend. She liked imagining that she was on adventures, meeting magical creatures, or solving mysteries. Her favorite thing to do was read and make up stories. Sometimes, she even wrote them down in little notebooks. Her parents didn’t have a lot of money, but they always supported her love of books and storytelling. England, with its quiet villages and ancient tales, was the perfect place for a girl with a huge imagination to grow up.

When Joanne was around nine years old, her family moved again, this time to a town called Tutshill, which is near the border of England and Wales. The town was small and very old, with narrow streets, stone buildings, and lots of trees. Joanne didn’t always enjoy moving, but living in a new place gave her more to think about and more places to inspire her writing. She went to school at Wyedean Comprehensive, where she studied subjects like English, history, and languages. Even as a student, she was more interested in books and stories than sports or science.

School in England during Joanne’s time wasn’t always easy. The classrooms were strict, and the teachers expected students to behave very properly. But Joanne didn’t mind the rules as much as other kids—because she loved to learn, especially when it came to literature. She liked reading about old legends, magical lands, and brave heroes. One of her teachers even noticed her talent for writing and encouraged her to keep going. That meant a lot to Joanne, who often felt shy and quiet.

Joanne’s school life wasn’t always perfect. Like many kids, she sometimes felt lonely or out of place. She wore a school uniform, which was typical in England, and followed a strict timetable. But while other kids might have dreaded sitting through long lessons, Joanne let her imagination wander. In her mind, she was building whole worlds—places where kids could be heroes, where magic was real, and where friendship mattered most. She always paid attention to people’s personalities and how they spoke or acted, which later helped her create believable characters for her books.

Even though she grew up in modern times, the towns Joanne lived in were often close to ancient places—ruins, castles, forests, and hills that had been around for hundreds or even thousands of years. England is a land full of stories, from King Arthur and the knights of the Round Table to legends of dragons and secret treasure. These old tales were part of the culture all around Joanne. She read about them in school and saw reminders of them in everyday life. That magical feeling of history and mystery shaped how she saw the world.

Her family life also shaped her childhood in England. Joanne’s father, Peter, worked as an engineer for the Rolls-Royce company, which made airplane engines, and her mother, Anne, was a science technician. They were both smart and hardworking, and they encouraged Joanne and her sister to do their best. But life wasn’t always happy. Her mother became sick with a disease called multiple sclerosis when Joanne was a teenager. Watching someone she loved struggle with illness was very hard for Joanne, and it made her feel even more connected
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