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        Written Tales dedicates this volume to all the writers around the world.

      

        

      
        Without you, books wouldn't exist. Literature magazines could never have seen the light of day. And poems, nonexistent. You're the reason we love to read and enjoy every word you pour out of your soul onto the blank page.

      

        

      
        We thank you.
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      Welcome to Volume 14 of our Chapbook series! After the open theme of Volume 13, we're excited to bring you stories and poems centered around the theme of summer.

      Summer is a special time. It's filled with long days, bright sunshine, and moments that stay with us forever. Whether it's a memory of playing outside, the beauty of a sunset, or the thrill of a road trip, the summer is a season of endless possibilities.

      In this collection, our writers have captured what makes summer so unforgettable. As you read, you'll be taken on a journey through sunny days and warm nights. Each piece in this book celebrates summer’s simple joys and adventures.

      So, sit back, relax, and enjoy the magic of summer in these pages. We're glad you're here to join us on this journey.

      To receive updates and support Written Tales, please join us at writtentales.substack.com.
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        A good poem is a contribution to reality. The world is never the same once a good poem has been added to it. A good poem helps to change the shape of the universe, helps to extend everyone’s knowledge of himself and the world around him.

        Dylan Thomas

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            A Summer Sestina

          

          Amelie Lynn Peterson

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Gas station bathrooms with no mirrors

        Summer songs I can drown in to pretend that I’m not real

        Going on drives/Hoping to leave myself behind

        Bare feet in the sand/Earbuds in/Volume up

        Waves of seagulls taking flight from hot pavement

        High-power A/C cools my neck/Lifts my hair 

         

        Newly cut grass at a public park leaving remnants in my hair

        Heat waves rise off car hoods in my rearview mirrors

        Summer smells like sunscreen/Smells like ice cream on the pavement

        The smells make the season tangible/Make it memorable/Make it real

        For those of us who don’t know what day it is/Can’t keep up

        Long walks/Ice cream sandwiches/Lift us skyward/Leave us behind

         

        A warm breeze tickling my knees from behind

        Freckles across the bridge of my nose/Natural highlights in my hair

        Sunlight peeking through the blinds when I first wake up

        Aloe vera makes my sunburn look shiny/Makes me look twice in mirrors

        Summer reminds me of dead friends/Friends who were genuine/Real

        Looking out my window/I watch squiggles of hot air rise from pavement

         

        I watch children draw in chalk on the pavement

        They’ll be soaking up the season until it leaves us behind

        Turn up the A/C, we’ll pretend climate change isn’t real

        Life’s too long or too short/Let’s play dress-up/Cut our hair

        I catch glimpses of a dreamer when I glance in fashion store mirrors

        Here I am, pretending summer is forever/Pretending I’m on my way up

         

        Here’s to hoping running barefoot will turn my world right side up

        Hoping if I run fast enough, my feet won’t burn on the pavement

        Sunny glow to skin/Freckled faces/Seasonal smiles reflected in mirrors

        An atmosphere of hope brings extra sunlight/Leaves shadows behind

        Summer is dead grass/Vacations/Camping trips/Blonder hair

        Somehow the smell of barbecues makes the season seem more real

         

        Oh dear summer, my favorite fair-weather friend, your transience is real

        The earlier the sun shows its face/the earlier I wake up -

        Then suddenly the days grow shorter again/But longer is my hair -

        Until fall comes with the crunch of dead leaves/The cooler sidewalk pavement

        We’re savoring the days before the geese go back to the wind/Leave us behind

        Until the summer leaves us here/Hardly glancing in its rearview mirrors ⁠1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Canatara Conjuring

          

          Joseph Farina

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Motown playing "I need your Lovin"

        from your girlfriend's ipad

        on a soft summer afternoon

        sneaking wine in paper cups

        lake waves breaking on the beach

        as we sit and hum along

        playing name that tune

        from the playlist

        of songs that now are oldies

        but we were young when they were new

        the soft wind fanning your hair

        so close to me and yet so far

        our brief nostalgic moment

        in this place that holds

        the memories of countless lovers

        of those that wished they were

        and those that could have been ⁠1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Day In September

          

          Ramesh Dohan

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Somewhere nearby

        A pigeon coos

        A sinuous speech above me

        As I lie sprawled on my bed

        Near the windowpane

         

        Where sunlight still spells warm

        Outside a fish seller on wheels

        Cries out his wares

        That are alive and twirling

        In murky man-made

        Waters

         

        Just then

        Summer bid me adieu

        Its footsteps receding

        Into a freezing departure

         

        I am at once

        The fish’s eyes

        Lying sideways in a tub

        In a heaving van, endlessly

        Looking at the sky ⁠1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Gala at Lantana Mound

          

          Deborah LeFalle

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        cabbage white enters

        draped in soft white with black accents

        she flits about, up then down

        relishing in her minimalist

        yet elegant style

         

        next arriving, skippers dart

        with quickness – here, there

        the fiery, sachem, umber and sandhill

        cloaked in buttery gold raiment

        designed for freedom of movement

         

        west coast lady, her own unique flair

        graces the occasion

        displaying bright orange and black

        intricacies

        for eyes to feast on

         

        making a rare appearance

        western tiger swallowtail

        brings sunshine into the mix

        donning black strips on yellow background

        with distinctive bowed tails

         

        the last to breeze in

        gray hairstreak showcases

        her silvery iridescence

        highlighted by signature

        dots and bands of orange ⁠1
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