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			Françoise Sagan

			French writer

			
					Born in Lot (France) in 1935

					Died in Honfleur in 2004

					Notable works:	Bonjour Tristesse (1954), novel

	Il fait beau nuit et jour (1979), play

	La Maison de Raquel Vega (1985), short stories




			

			Françoise Sagan, real name Françoise Quoirez, was born in south-west France in 1935 to an upper middle class family. She shot to fame on the literary scene with her first novel, Bonjour Tristesse (1954), which she wrote at the age of 18. She then published Aimez-vous Brahms (1959), Wonderful Clouds (1961), The Still Storm (1983) and many other novels, as well as around 10 plays and a fictional correspondence with the actress Sarah Bernhardt, which brought her continued success. With her passion for motorsport and her sometimes dissolute lifestyle, Sagan was widely talked about and came to symbolise an independent and carefree life. She died in Honfleur in 2004.

		


		
			Bonjour Tristesse

			An unpredictable drama

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Sagan, F. (2013) Bonjour Tristesse. Trans. Lloyd, H. London: Penguin.

					First edition: 1954

					Themes: sexuality, Oedipus complex, love, jealousy, suicide, manipulation

			

			Bonjour Tristesse, which was published in 1954, takes its title from a line from a poem by Paul Éluard. It is a retrospective account by Cécile, the young narrator, of the summer that she spent on the Côte d’Azur the previous year. Her holiday begins pleasantly with her widowed father and his young mistress. They are living the joyful and carefree life they are used to when Anne, a poised and intelligent woman, shows up. A drama, stemming from the tensions between the characters, slowly develops, leaving Cécile facing a cruel dilemma.

		


		
			Summary

			Cécile is a seventeen-year-old girl who left boarding school three years ago and lives with her father, Raymond. They lead a fairly superficial and lavish life, filled with flings and excursions. Raymond often brings his numerous lovers home for brief stays.

			During the summer holidays, Cécile goes to a villa on the Mediterranean coast with her father and his current mistress, the young Elsa Mackenbourg. Anne Larsen, an old friend of her late mother, joins them later on. The young girl, who initially admires her, explains: “she spent her time with people who were sharp, intelligent and discreet, whereas the people we spent time with were noisy and insatiable”. Anne quickly falls in love with Raymond and tries to win his affections and oust Elsa by any means possible. She also decides to teach Cécile and make her work, because the young girl failed her exams in June. This is not at all to Cécile’s liking.

			On the beach, Cécile compares Anne’s perfect figure with that of Elsa, who is younger and who, moreover, cannot get a tan. She gradually thinks she notices that her father is trying to get closer to Anne by criticising, for example, Elsa’s stupidity.

			For her part, Cécile meets their young neighbour Cyril, a law student, whom she finds attractive, although she has always preferred older men. She very soon shares her first kiss with Cyril, which she regrets because she would rather have remained friends. She nonetheless thinks that he is well brought up and protective, and that she “would love to love him”.

			One evening, when they all decide to go to the casino in Cannes together, Anne is the most beautiful and elegant woman there, and Raymond compliments her. He shuts himself away with her. Cécile thinks that this behaviour is disrespectful towards Elsa, and is rude about it. Anne slaps her. Elsa, who has figured everything out, tells the young girl that she is leaving the villa and that she will miss the happy time she spent with them.

			The next day, Raymond and Anne tell Cécile that they are getting married soon, which she is delighted about: she finally foresees a balanced life for her and her father. When the three of them make plans for a well-ordered life together, Cécile asks herself “did we ever believe in them?” She is, however, surprised that her father can leave his bohemian life behind so easily.

			Unfortunately, the situation quickly changes. Anne catches Cécile and Cyril kissing and forbids the young couple from seeing each other again. Cécile is desperate and hopes that her father will help her, but he sides with Anne. Although the young girl is aware that Anne would be good for her and her father, she refuses to let them be at her mercy. She now sees Anne as cold and authoritarian. She then develops a strategy which aims to distance her from her father. She also decides to flout Anne’s ban on seeing Cyril, and happily becomes his lover.

			First of all, Cécile changes her way of life, going from exuberance to introspection. She becomes thinner and does not work. Anne thinks that she is turning herself into someone “sad and cerebral”, which is not in her nature. She and Raymond pay extra attention to the young girl, aware that her despair is causing her to act like this. However, before long Anne is back to criticising how she is doing at school, which Cécile does not like at all.

			Subsequently, Raymond tries to get closer to his daughter, who tells him that she will end up accepting Anne. He is thrown off balance and asks that, for all that, she does not renounce the previous life they shared, which he seems to miss a bit.

			Some time later, Elsa, who is now tanned and in great shape, comes back for her suitcases. Although she feels ashamed of her Machiavellianism, Cécile decides to convince her to win back her father by persuading her to pretend to be in love with Cyril. When Raymond sees Cyril and Elsa together, he reacts quite violently. Cécile sees that her plan is working and decides to arrange for Elsa to meet her father by chance during a dinner. When he sees her, he is captivated by her beauty. Raymond’s friends think that she is in love with Cyril, who is with her, which he is particularly angry about. However, once they have returned home he tells Anne that he loves her.

			The narrator evokes her father, whom she judges to be materialistic and a dilettante, but also good and understanding. He is a wanderer, she says, and he would surely console himself if Anne left, although he does greatly admire her and no doubt sincerely loves her. But she wants her father back. She gradually lets the situation between them fester, when it would be enough to keep Anne away while her father shares a brief embrace with Elsa. If Anne found out about this fling, she would understand that she too had only been a passing affair for Raymond and would certainly break up with him. 

			This is exactly what happens: Raymond and Elsa finally meet in the village. Cécile feels overwhelmed by what she has set in motion. She is dismayed by the reaction of Anne, who has caught the couple and driven away from the house distraught. “Then all at once I saw that I had been attacking a living creature, a creature with feelings and not an abstraction”, Cécile explains. Later, the father and daughter decide to persuade Anne to come back by offering her their apologies. However, they learn that she has just killed herself in the car. This suicide, made to look like an accident, appears to Cécile as the last gift that Anne has given them, sparing them from any guilt. Now Elsa and Cyril seem shallow to her.

			After Anne’s funeral in Paris, the father and daughter go back to their old life. Cécile embarks on a new relationship and Raymond has a new mistress. Nonetheless, the narrator, remembering the previous summer, experiences a new feeling: “with eyes closed, I greet it by its name, sadness: Bonjour tristesse”. Thus ends the account of this decisive episode in her life.

		


		
			Character study

			Cécile

			Having left boarding school three years previously, Cécile is a wild-looking seventeen-year-old girl who cares little about her studies. She leads a relatively dissolute life in Paris with her father, which seems to suit her perfectly. However, Anne’s arrival deeply shakes her beliefs and forces her to take a stand with regard to her father, who she adores, her young lover Cyril, who she does not know if she is in love with or not, and Anne, whose wisdom simultaneously attracts and repels her. As she leaves adolescence, she finds herself faced with a difficult choice between carrying on with her pleasant but somewhat shallow life, or embarking on a more constructive adult life. This dilemma drives her to develop a cruel game which she will not emerge from unscathed.

			Raymond

			Like his daughter, Raymond worships pleasure. Cécile says: “I have never loved anyone as much as him and, of all the feelings I experienced at that period, those I had for him were the most stable, the deepest and the ones I set most store by”. An attractive man in his forties, he has made a series of conquests since he became a widower and, even though he is hopelessly frivolous, he is completely devoid of cynicism. He is also attracted by the stable life that Anne offers him and even goes so far as to ask her to marry him. However, he soon sinks back into his old ways, and ultimately his only emotional mooring point is his daughter.

			Anne

			Anne is the same age as Raymond and works in fashion. She is an elegant woman, and the narrator highlights her “irony, effortlessness or authority”, which do not stop her from being highly sensitive. Convinced that she could make Cécile and Raymond happy, she does everything she can to attach herself to them. However, she will ultimately be the victim of the Machiavellian plan thought up by the young girl, who she had tried to teach.

			Cyril

			Cyril is a dark-haired young man who is “tall and could sometimes appear handsome, with a kind of handsomeness that inspired confidence”. The narrator is immediately attracted to his balanced and protective character. He is a law student who lives in Paris and is spending his holidays with his mother in a villa close to that of Cécile. In some ways, he represents Anne’s double in the narrative. Like her, he is sensible and is not afraid of long-term commitment, as he asks Cécile to marry him. However, she is just using him to carry out her plan.

			Elsa Mackenbourg

			She is “a tall, redheaded girl, a mixture of playmate and sophisticate […] very sweet, rather dim and quite unpretentious”. She works as an extra for film studios, and Raymond points out her stupidity and superficiality in front of Anne. She is in love with Raymond, who only sees her as a temporary mistress, and prefers to leave him when she knows that he has been unfaithful. However, she enthusiastically
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