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This book is Part Three of the “The Mind Talker Paranormal Romance Series”

Book 1 - Awareness

Ananda discovered that she can read other people's mind when she was 11. It is supposed to be a gift but it's driving her crazy. Lonely and disoriented, Ananda runs off to New York. She thinks that in a city as big as that, there must be someone like her walking around. One day, man's voice calls out to her. The strange thing is that she heard the voice in her mind.

Book 2 - Hunted

Jared's past haunted him and served as a reminder that he can't escape his fate. If he had stopped the boy back then, would his sister still be alive? Jenny was the love of Jared's life until he discovered she was living a double life. Jenny was part of a secret organization that was bent on hunting him.

Book 3 - Heat

Ananda couldn't help herself. Jared's scent just sends her over the edge. No one else understood Ananda's gift... not even her parents. When Jared found Ananda, he explained what her special powers meant. Only certain people acquired the gift of reading minds. Along with that, Ananda was undergoing a maturation process. Every one of her kind will experience it in their 21st year.

Book 4 - Revealed

Jared learns the truth about his dead sister. Ananda had the power to see into his past. She saw what he saw during that fateful day when Jared's sister died. Meanwhile, the truth about Kerri's family is revealed. They are the sole reason why Ananda and her kind are on the endangered list.

Book 5 - Evasion

Ryan is the mystery man who is helping Jared and Ananda to escape to Canada in hopes of evading the organization that is hunting all those with special mind reading powers. Kerri's family is behind the secret organization. Her love for Ryan has forced her to choose between loyalty to family and loyalty to Ryan. Can she be trusted?
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​​​​Chapter One

[image: ]


​​​​TYPICALLY, on a normal day, Ananda woke up securely warm and cocooned in the down-filled blankets of her bed. The window over her bed had no blinds, only sheer curtains that fully allowed the rising sun to shine brightly, illuminating the room and waking her gradually. What she did not normally wake up to is her skin overwrought with sensitive nerves, itchiness demanding her attention, and skin feeling one degree away from boiling. Slitting her eyes open, Ananda could see moonlight seeping through a crack in curtains that absolutely did not belong to her, creating random shadow patterns on the wall that did nothing to calm the frantic beating of her heart. If not for the familiar arm stretched out around her waist, she would have jerked out of bed. As it was she simply gazed around while letting her mind catch up to the situation.

Shifting slightly, Ananda was unpleasantly surprised when a bolt of pain shot down her spine. “Ow ow, fuck ow! What the hell did you do to me?!”

“...Nothing that you didn’t ask for.”

The unexpected answer pushed a small huff of laughter between Ananda’s lips until her breath was coming out in wheezing gasps. She could feel herself beginning to panic and who could blame her? Her skin felt like it was on fire, she was in bed with a man she met barely a day ago and she was running from some unknown entity that broke into the house she shared with a best friend who she was afraid she’d either never see again or would only hear about on the news. All things considered, panicking was the tamest thing she could be doing at this point when compared to the alternatives such as running screaming into oncoming traffic.

Ananda considered calling her parents and then quickly pushed that thought from her mind. All she needed was for them to once again think that she was crazy when she explained about hearing other people’s voices and apparently finding someone who shared that same gift. Not to mention having to explain to them that she was currently shacked up with said person in a slightly sleazy hotel room after having explosive sex that left her catatonic for...

“How long have I been out?” Ananda would have been surprised by the breathy quality of her voice if she weren’t still trying to gain control of her body and regulate her breathing. The hand that had been resting on her stomach was now moving softly in a circle that, amazingly, was helping her regain her sense of calm. That musky, citrusy scent was back and curling softly about her, somehow cooling the heat that settled right underneath her skin. She could feel the aches from their previous bedroom activities diminishing until all she felt was a dull buzz. “God that’s like catnip or something...” Her voice trailed off into a satisfied gasp. The hand on her stomach paused for a moment but once again continued after she whimpered softly.

“You’ve only been asleep for maybe an hour,” Jared’s deep voice rumbled. Ananda could feel the vibrations travel down her back and she shifted back into the man’s warmth more fully until she could hardly tell where he began and she ended. She once again thought about calling someone, particularly Kerri, at least to check and see if her friend was okay. Then again, she knew that if she called then her friend would without a doubt come to wherever the hell they were without a second’s hesitation. Ananda wasn’t too keen on having her friend burst in while she was still in the thralls of whatever heat wave her body had decided to fling itself into.

So she relaxed back into Jared’s stable arms once again closing her eyes and relaxing into the silence. Strangely she felt no need to talk or fill the room with any sound other than their soft breaths. Despite the abrupt situation that she somehow landed in, Ananda felt more comfortable with Jared than she ever had with anyone else. She could feel his thoughts slowly unfurling and yet she felt no need to push to read into them more clearly. It wasn’t that she was uninterested, more that she felt he would let her in on them when needed. Until then she was content to leave him to his own private musings while taking whatever comfort he was willing to give her. The fire that had burned bright under her skin had tempered itself and though she still felt a bit antsy, overall it was manageable.

Ananda fell back into a slight doze, waking slightly when she felt the arm slide away from her waist and the bed shift with motion.

“Jared?” She intoned sleepily, turning slightly in order to peer at the man over her shoulder. Her body no longer ached and instead she felt almost energized, a warm buzz of contentment just under skin. She caught a glimpse of the man’s broad muscular back before the form turned and she was looking up into those amazingly blue eyes that seemed to glow with some unnamed emotion always present right underneath the surface. Jared peered down at her for a few moments before he leaned over to kiss Ananda deeply. She reached up to card her fingers through the rasp of his stubble enjoying the scratchiness against the skin of her fingertips. When he pulled back there was a ghost of a smile lingering on the man’s lips and Ananda settled back into the pillow with a small smile of her own. Somehow she knew that it was imperative to get as much sleep as possible for now and so she closed her eyes as Jared moved to the bathroom shutting the door softly behind him.

The next time Ananda woke up was less than pleasant. The agonizing itchiness was back as was the
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