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This book is dedicated to my darling wife, Liz.

The bravest and kindest woman I’ve ever known.


Introduction

Almost exactly fifty years ago, a young man clutching a drawing pad and a few pencils walked into Northcliffe House, near Fleet Street in London, to start the first day of a trial period as the social and political cartoonist of the Daily Sketch, a tabloid owned and run at that time by Associated Newspapers. That nervous, quivering jelly was me and I remember so well just how terrified I was at the prospect of having to dream up what I hoped would be an amusing comment on that day’s news.

The resident cartoonist was retiring due to ill health and three other hopefuls and I had been invited to try for the job. We were each to have our work published for two days and then a decision would be made on who would be taken on.

Amazingly, without having had to bribe anyone, I was given a six-month trial. It was a huge turning point in my career. Little did I know then that I would still be providing the daily cartoon fifty years later.

The job with the Daily Sketch, however, was to last only two years. The paper was closed down and taken over by its sister paper in the group, the Daily Mail, and, much to my delight, I was taken on with it.

For me, they have been fifty great years. I have been lucky enough to work for two editorial giants of journalism: David English, later to become Sir David English, and Paul Dacre, both possessing a really good sense of humour and the ability to sort the wheat from the chaff when presented with my daily bundle of rough ideas for selection.

Looking back, it’s hard to believe that I have been keeping ink and board manufacturers in business for so long. Not once has it been boring. The news changes constantly from day to day, so there is always some new topic to chew over and develop into an idea for the next day’s paper. Each day is a fresh challenge, and every morning the ritual is performed of scanning rival papers to see what one’s fellow cartoonists have made of the same subjects that each of us had been struggling with the day before.

Lots of readers collect cartoon originals and once in a while a celebrity or a politician who might have appeared in one of the drawings gets in touch asking to buy or to be given the work. Over my fifty years tenure I’ve handed over originals to The Beatles, Frank Sinatra, Laurence Olivier, Ted Heath, Harold Wilson, Margaret Thatcher, Denis Healey and countless others. I have been asked to draw for Dustin Hoffman and Roger Moore, Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise and if this all sounds conceited then I’m sorry. I don’t mean it to be. I just thought that you, the reader, might be interested.

Being a newspaper cartoonist doesn’t mean that one is always tied to a drawing board, although most days it does mean exactly that. Occasionally, wonderful diversions happen. I have been sent to a nudist colony, where I had to strip off in order to present a drawing to a group of nudists. There was the time I was challenged by the Army Catering Corps to compete with a squad of young and fit soldiers over their assault course after they complained when I had drawn them as fat and spotty. That was hard work and exhausting, but I managed to finish the course without having a heart attack, and it was a really fun day. On another occasion, I was treated to a slap-up, and very boozy, lunch by the famous American film star John Wayne in his hotel suite.

These joyous events don’t occur every week, but just once in a while they do, and I count myself a very lucky scribbler that I have experienced so many of them.

On top of all that good fortune I have been awarded the title ‘Cartoonist of the Year’ several times and no, I did not bribe any of the judges!

Then a few years ago came the icing on the cake. I was asked to make my way to Buckingham Palace to be given an MBE by Her Majesty the Queen. Just how lucky can you get?

Regular readers of the Daily Mail probably know that for many years I have drawn within each cartoon a small sketch of my wife Liz’s face. She’s always there hidden somewhere in the daily drawing, perhaps in the pattern of a curtain or in a tree in the background. She has become so popular that I get sent cuttings of the paper by readers if they have been unable to find her, asking me to pinpoint exactly where she is hidden.

Sadly, my darling Liz passed away in 2017 having suffered with that most dreadful of afflictions, motor neurone disease. So, in memory of her, I continue to put her in the drawing every day. Here is a selection of those drawings (she only appears in the later ones), from the 1960s right up to 2018. I do hope you’ll enjoy looking back over the years and perhaps even enjoy the odd chuckle as you do so.
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One of MAC’s earliest editorial cartoons for the Daily Sketch to bear the MAC logo, this drawing comments on the wartime singer Vera Lynn, known as ‘The Forces’ Sweetheart’, who received an OBE from the Queen in 1969.
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‘Right, luv. One more chorus of “We’ll Meet Again” and we’ll let you go and collect your OBE.’

Daily Sketch, 12 February 1969



More than one hundred hippie squatters moved into an empty sixty-room mansion between Buckingham Palace and Hyde Park which was scheduled for demolition. They were later evicted by police.
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‘Here’s your cup of sugar – ’is Royal ’ighness wants to know when he can have his electric drill back.’

Daily Sketch, 17 September 1969



When London refuse collectors began an unofficial strike in support of a wage claim there were worries for public health as streets filled with piles of rubbish which attracted rats and large ‘super flies’.
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‘Well, there aren’t any super flies around our bin.’

Daily Sketch, 8 October 1969



Singer and actor Frank Sinatra announced his retirement in 1971. However, it was short-lived as he returned in 1973 with a television special and a new album entitled Ol’ Blue Eyes Is Back.
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‘Sure, I’ve retired – but I still like you guys around in case I feel like a song in the bath.’

Daily Sketch, 25 March 1971



The Conservative Government under Edward Heath unveiled plans to ease traffic congestion in cities by establishing park-and-ride schemes and introducing tougher parking restrictions for car users.
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‘. . . and if you haven’t moved the bits in two minutes we get really nasty!’

20 January 1973



Labour won the General Election of February 1974. After the first budget of new Chancellor Denis Healey in March, which had postponed the threatened introduction of a wealth tax to ‘soak the rich’, there were fears about what his ‘mini-budget’ in July would contain.
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‘Good heavens, is it that time already? – We’ve missed the Chancellor’s speech!’

22 July 1974



Prime Minister Harold Wilson called a second General Election in October 1974 and at the State Opening of Parliament the newspapers were full of stories about his business affairs. Some of his private documents went missing in a series of burglaries which he believed were part of a smear campaign by anti-Labour media.
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‘. . . and my total earnings for 1973–4 were . . . oh, dear. I seem to have someone’s tax forms mixed up with my speech.’ 29 October 1974



Having lost the General Election, Edward Heath was replaced as Conservative leader by former Education Secretary, Margaret Thatcher, who became the first woman ever to lead a political party in Britain. Her ‘stepping stones’ are (right to left): Heath, Geoffrey Howe, Edward du Cann, Jim Prior and Willie Whitelaw.
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One Small Step for Woman – A Giant Leap for Womankind

12 February 1975



Skateboarding, originally developed in the USA as a form of ‘sidewalk surfing’ for Californian surfers when waves were flat, became increasingly popular in the UK in the 1970s. For safety reasons young skateboarders were encouraged to wear bicycle helmets to reduce the risk of head injuries.
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5 January 1978



As the NHS marked its thirtieth anniversary, there was widespread criticism of unofficial industrial action taken by some hospital telephonists (who were dissatisfied with their recent pay settlement) who pulled out plugs and claimed to know which cases were urgent and which were not.
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‘The switchboard operator at the hospital says take two aspirins and stop wasting her time.’

10 March 1978



Work on the Thames Barrier (begun in 1974) was largely complete by 1982. Its flood gates were designed to protect Greater London from high tides and storm surges.
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‘Oi! Do you know how much those gates going up and down costs?’

9 November 1982



The whole nation was shocked by the sudden death of Eric Morecambe, aged 58, shortly after he had appeared on stage in Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire. He was widely regarded as one of the funniest and best-loved comedians of the 20th century. This drawing was reproduced on the programme for his memorial service.
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You brought us sunshine, you brought us laughter, you brought us love . . .

29 May 1984



In a speech at Hampton Court Palace to mark the 150th anniversary of the Royal Institute of British Architects, Prince Charles criticised the proposed National Gallery extension in Trafalgar Square as ‘a monstrous carbuncle on the face of a well-loved and elegant friend’.
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‘For heaven’s sake, Charles! He’s only a child!’

1 June 1984



In an interview for BBC TV, Prince Charles publicly confessed that he talked to his plants.
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‘. . . then, when one discovers the mirror within oneself reflecting the fundamental meaning of life, one . . .’ 23 September 1986



Health inspectors who descended on
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