

    
        
          The Light of Laylat al-Qadr:

        

        
        
          Muslims, Volume 3

        

        
        
          Dr. Fahad Al-Najjar

        

        
          Published by Harmony House Publishing, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE LIGHT OF LAYLAT AL-QADR:

    

    
      First edition. September 8, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Dr. Fahad Al-Najjar.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227866585

    

    
    
      Written by Dr. Fahad Al-Najjar.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Overview: The Night of Power – Understanding Laylat al-Qadr

Chapter 1: The Night of Power – Understanding Laylat al-Qadr

Chapter 2: The Descent of the Angels – A Night of Divine Presence

Chapter 3: The Quran’s Revelation – A Gift to Humanity

Chapter 4: Seeking the Night – The Last Ten Days of Ramadan

Chapter 5: A Night Better Than a Thousand Months – The Value of Laylat al-Qadr

Chapter 6: The Power of Dua – Supplicating on Laylat al-Qadr

Chapter 7: Forgiveness and Mercy – Seeking Allah’s Pardon

Chapter 8: The Night of Destiny – Decree for the Year Ahead

Chapter 9: Light in the Darkness – Finding Inner Peace

Chapter 10: Charity and Generosity – Giving for Allah’s Sake

Chapter 11: The Prophet’s Example – How He Sought Laylat al-Qadr

Chapter 12: Unity in Worship – Praying with the Community

Chapter 13: Repentance and Renewal – A New Beginning

Chapter 14: The Night of Hope – Believing in Allah’s Promises

Chapter 15: The Light of Laylat al-Qadr – A Night of Miracles

Conclusion: The Light of Laylat al-Qadr – A Night of Miracles

Sign up for Dr. Fahad Al-Najjar's Mailing List

Further Reading: The Desert Flower

About the Author



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To the seekers of light in the darkest of nights,  
To the hearts that long for divine connection and the souls that strive for peace—  
May this journey guide you closer to the One who never forsakes,  
And may Laylat al-Qadr fill your lives with the miracles of faith, hope, and mercy.

This book is for you, the believers who never stop searching for Allah's grace.
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Overview: The Night of Power – Understanding Laylat al-Qadr
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The crescent moon hung low in the sky, casting its soft glow over the desert village where Sami lived. The quiet stillness of the night was only interrupted by the gentle rustling of the palm trees and the distant sounds of the last remaining people making their way to the mosque for the night prayers. It was the final stretch of Ramadan, and there was an air of anticipation throughout the village. Everyone was focused on the most important part of the month: the last ten nights, in which Laylat al-Qadr, the Night of Decree, could be found.

Sami, now twelve years old, had always heard stories of this night. His parents, grandparents, and teachers all spoke of its immense blessings and how it was better than a thousand months of worship. But for Sami, it had always seemed like an abstract idea—something special, no doubt, but distant, beyond his young understanding. This year, however, something felt different. He wanted to know more. He wanted to understand what made Laylat al-Qadr so extraordinary and how he could connect with the blessings that everyone around him sought so earnestly.
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What Is Laylat al-Qadr?

It was after the night prayer, Isha, that Sami approached his father with his questions. His father, sitting in the courtyard of their home, was flipping through the pages of the Quran, preparing for the long night of worship ahead.

"Father, can you tell me more about Laylat al-Qadr?" Sami asked, sitting beside him.

His father looked up and smiled, clearly pleased by his son’s curiosity. "Of course, Sami. Laylat al-Qadr is known as the Night of Power or the Night of Decree. It is one of the last ten nights of Ramadan, but no one knows exactly which night it is. It’s a night so special that the Quran says it is better than a thousand months."

Sami had heard these words before, but he wanted more. "But why is it better than a thousand months? What makes it so powerful?"

His father gently placed his Quran down and leaned forward. "It’s powerful because it’s the night when the Quran was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). On that night, the message of Islam began to be shared with the world, and it transformed the hearts of people forever. It’s also the night when Allah sends down the angels, and they fill the earth with peace and blessings until the dawn."

Sami’s eyes widened as he imagined angels descending from the heavens, their wings shimmering in the night sky. "Angels? How do they come down?"

"They come by the command of Allah, bringing peace to the earth. They visit the homes of the believers, especially those who are engaged in worship. It’s a night when Allah’s mercy is vast, and He forgives those who turn to Him in sincere repentance."

Sami’s heart stirred with excitement. This night, which had always seemed so distant, now felt close and personal. He wanted to experience it, to feel the presence of the angels and to connect with Allah in a way he never had before.
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The Quran and the Revelation

As Sami prepared for bed that night, he couldn’t stop thinking about what his father had said. The Quran, the angels, the blessings—everything about Laylat al-Qadr seemed so incredible. He lay under his blanket, staring up at the ceiling, and thought about how the Quran had changed the lives of so many people.

His thoughts drifted to the story his grandfather had once told him, about the revelation of the Quran. It was during the month of Ramadan, in a cave called Hira, where the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) would often retreat for reflection and prayer. One night, the angel Jibreel appeared to him and commanded him to "Read!" The Prophet, who was unlettered, replied that he could not read. But Jibreel repeated the command, and thus began the revelation of the Quran, a guidance for all of humanity.

Sami tried to imagine what it must have been like for the Prophet. To be alone in the cave, in the stillness of the night, and then to be visited by the angel Jibreel—how overwhelming and awe-inspiring that must have been. He wondered if, in some small way, he could feel even a fraction of that awe during Laylat al-Qadr.

Before drifting off to sleep, Sami made a promise to himself: this year, he would seek Laylat al-Qadr with all his heart. He didn’t know exactly what that meant yet, but he knew he wanted to experience the miracles and blessings that came with it.

Seeking Laylat al-Qadr

The next day, Sami’s excitement was still bubbling over. At the mosque, he listened intently to the imam’s sermon, which focused on the virtues of Laylat al-Qadr and the importance of seeking it out during the last ten nights of Ramadan. The imam explained that although the exact night was hidden from us, it could be found on any of the odd-numbered nights—especially the 21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th, or 29th nights of Ramadan.

"Why is it hidden?" Sami wondered aloud as the imam spoke.

The answer came later, when Sami discussed the sermon with his father. "Laylat al-Qadr is hidden so that we make an effort to seek it," his father explained. "If we knew exactly when it was, we might only worship on that night and neglect the others. But by seeking it out, we increase our devotion throughout the last ten days of Ramadan. It’s Allah’s way of encouraging us to draw closer to Him during this sacred time."

Sami nodded, understanding. The mystery of Laylat al-Qadr made it even more special. It was like searching for a treasure, except that the treasure was far greater than anything material—it was a night filled with blessings, forgiveness, and divine mercy.

As the sun set and the 21st night of Ramadan approached, Sami felt a deep sense of purpose. He joined his family in the living room, where they prepared for the night ahead. His mother laid out prayer mats, and his father set out the Quran and books of supplication. They all knew that this could be Laylat al-Qadr, and they wanted to make the most of it.

A Night of Worship

As the night unfolded, Sami found himself drawn into the rhythm of worship. He prayed with his family, listened to his father recite the Quran, and made his own silent supplications to Allah. His heart felt lighter with every prayer, and his mind grew calmer as he repeated the words of the Quran and sought forgiveness for his mistakes.

He remembered something his grandmother had told him: "On Laylat al-Qadr, ask Allah for forgiveness as much as you can. He is the Most Merciful, and He loves to forgive." Sami took those words to heart. He prayed for forgiveness—not just for himself, but for his family, his friends, and for all the Muslims around the world who were struggling in different ways. He felt a sense of peace wash over him as he whispered his prayers, knowing that Allah was listening.

But as the night grew deeper, Sami also found himself growing tired. His eyelids grew heavy, and he struggled to stay focused. He glanced at his parents, who were still deep in prayer, their faces illuminated by the soft glow of the lamps. How did they manage to stay awake? How did they keep going when his body was telling him to sleep?

Just as he was about to give in to sleep, Sami’s father reached over and placed a hand on his shoulder. "Remember, Sami," he said softly, "this night is special. Even though you’re tired, this is a chance to draw closer to Allah in ways you can’t on any other night. Make the most of it."

Sami nodded, feeling a renewed sense of determination. He took a deep breath and stood up to join his father in another round of prayer. This was Laylat al-Qadr—it was worth the effort.

The Power of Dua

One of the most profound moments of the night came when Sami began making dua (supplication). His father had told him that Laylat al-Qadr was the best time to ask Allah for anything, whether it was guidance, forgiveness, or help with a personal problem.

"Allah loves it when we ask Him for help," his father had said. "He wants us to turn to Him with our needs and our worries. And on Laylat al-Qadr, the doors of mercy are wide open, so ask with sincerity, and trust that Allah will respond."

Sami thought carefully about what he wanted to ask for. He thought about his schoolwork, his relationships with his friends, and the future he was beginning to dream of. But more than anything, he wanted to ask for guidance—he wanted to be the kind of person who made his family proud, who followed the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and who grew closer to Allah with every passing year.

With these thoughts in mind, Sami closed his eyes and raised his hands in prayer. He poured his heart out to Allah, asking for forgiveness for his mistakes and guidance for the road ahead. He prayed for his family, for their health and happiness, and for the strength to continue their good work in the community. And he prayed for the world—that Allah would bring peace to those who were suffering and guide everyone to the straight path.

As he finished his supplication, Sami felt a profound sense of calm settle over him. He knew that Allah had heard his prayers, and that whatever happened next was in His hands. The worries and doubts that had weighed on him earlier in the night had faded, replaced by a sense of peace and trust in Allah’s plan.

The Light of Laylat al-Qadr

As the night drew closer to dawn, Sami sat quietly with his family, reflecting on everything he had learned and experienced. There was a certain stillness in the air, a peacefulness that felt different from any other night. He thought about the angels, who were said to fill the earth with their presence on this night, and he wondered if he could feel them in the quiet moments of prayer and reflection.

His mother, sensing his contemplation, leaned over and said softly, "Do you feel it, Sami? The light of Laylat al-Qadr?"

Sami nodded slowly. "I think so. It feels... peaceful."

"That’s the mercy of Allah," his mother explained. "On Laylat al-Qadr, Allah’s mercy surrounds us, and the angels bring peace to the hearts of the believers. It’s a night like no other, filled with blessings that we can’t always see but that we can feel in our hearts."

Sami smiled, understanding for the first time what it meant to experience the light of Laylat al-Qadr. It wasn’t just about staying up late to pray, or making dua in the hopes of getting something in return. It was about connecting with Allah on a deeper level, trusting in His mercy, and feeling the peace that comes from knowing that He is always near.

The Dawn of a New Day

As dawn approached and the sky began to lighten, Sami felt a sense of accomplishment. He had made it through the night, but more than that, he had come to a deeper understanding of his faith. Laylat al-Qadr wasn’t just a night of worship—it was a night of transformation, a chance to renew his relationship with Allah and to seek guidance for the year ahead.

As the call to prayer echoed through the village, signaling the end of the night and the beginning of a new day, Sami offered one final prayer. He prayed for strength, for patience, and for the ability to carry the lessons of Laylat al-Qadr with him throughout the rest of the year. He prayed that he would continue to grow in his faith, just as the desert flower continues to bloom despite the harshness of its environment.

And as he stood beside his family, watching the first rays of sunlight break over the horizon, Sami knew that this night had changed him. He had experienced the light of Laylat al-Qadr, and it was a light that would guide him for the rest of his life.

Conclusion: A Night of Miracles

"The Light of Laylat al-Qadr: A Night of Miracles" is more than just a story about one boy’s experience during Ramadan. It is a journey of faith, a reflection on the power of prayer, and a reminder of the immense blessings that come with seeking Allah’s guidance and mercy. Through Sami’s journey, young readers are encouraged to explore their own relationship with Allah, to seek out the blessings of Laylat al-Qadr, and to trust in the transformative power of faith.

The lessons Sami learns—about perseverance, worship, and the importance of dua—are lessons that all believers can take to heart. As we navigate the challenges of life, Laylat al-Qadr offers us a unique opportunity to turn to Allah, to seek forgiveness, and to find peace in His mercy. It is a night of miracles, not just for Sami, but for all who seek it with sincerity and devotion.

And just as Sami discovered the light of Laylat al-Qadr, so too can we find the light of faith guiding us through life’s trials, bringing us closer to Allah and to the peace that only He can provide.
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Chapter 1: The Night of Power – Understanding Laylat al-Qadr
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It was the 20th night of Ramadan, and the house was filled with a quiet reverence. Sami could feel the anticipation in the air, even though he didn’t quite understand what made this night, and the ones to come, so significant. His parents, as they always did during Ramadan, were more focused than ever on their prayers, their Qur'an recitations, and their devotion. The atmosphere in their home shifted during these last ten days of Ramadan—it was as if everything else in life had paused, and all that mattered was their connection to Allah. But Sami, at twelve years old, couldn’t quite grasp why.

He had heard about Laylat al-Qadr before, mostly in passing conversations or from the sermons at the mosque. He knew it was supposed to be a special night, something about it being better than a thousand months of worship. But beyond that, he couldn’t figure out why one night would hold such immense significance. After all, there were many nights in Ramadan where people prayed and fasted, where they devoted themselves to Allah. What made Laylat al-Qadr so different?

His curiosity had been growing for days, and he finally felt compelled to ask. After the evening prayer, Sami approached his father, who sat in the living room with the Qur’an in his hands, reading quietly. His father’s face was calm, reflecting the peace that often came with worship, and Sami admired how deeply connected his father seemed to be with his faith.

“Dad,” Sami began, trying to figure out how to phrase his question, “can you tell me more about Laylat al-Qadr? I mean, I know it’s a special night, but why is it so important?”

His father looked up from the Qur’an, his eyes softening with understanding. He smiled gently, clearly pleased that his son was asking such a thoughtful question.

“Ah, Laylat al-Qadr,” his father said, closing the Qur’an and resting it on the table beside him. “It’s the Night of Power, the Night of Decree. It’s one of the last ten nights of Ramadan, and it’s the holiest night of the entire year. But I can see you’re still wondering—what exactly makes it so important, right?”

Sami nodded, feeling a bit more confident now that his father was ready to explain.

“Well, to begin with,” his father continued, “Laylat al-Qadr is the night when the Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). It marks the beginning of divine revelation, when Allah chose to send down His final message to humanity. That alone makes it incredibly significant. But there’s more. The Qur’an itself describes Laylat al-Qadr as being better than a thousand months of worship.”

Sami’s eyebrows furrowed in confusion. “What does that mean? How can one night be better than a thousand months?”

His father’s smile deepened. “It means that any good deeds you do on this night—your prayers, your recitations, your supplications—are multiplied in reward, far beyond what you could earn on any other night. Think of it this way: one night of worship on Laylat al-Qadr is better than a lifetime of worship spread over a thousand months. That’s over eighty-three years!”

Sami’s eyes widened in surprise. He hadn’t realized the scale of the blessings associated with Laylat al-Qadr. “But how do we know when it is?”

“That’s part of the mystery,” his father said. “Laylat al-Qadr falls on one of the odd nights in the last ten days of Ramadan. It could be the 21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th, or 29th night. We don’t know exactly which night it is, and that’s why we seek it out, devoting ourselves in worship during all of the last ten nights, especially the odd ones.”

Sami nodded slowly, absorbing his father’s words. The more he heard, the more intrigued he became. There was something deeply powerful about the idea of a hidden night filled with immense blessings, one that could change the course of his spiritual journey.

––––––––
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The First Revelation: The Night the Qur’an Came Down

Sami’s father leaned back in his chair, his gaze distant as he thought back to the early days of Islam, and Sami could tell a story was coming—one of the stories that had always captivated him since he was a young boy.

“Let me tell you about the first Laylat al-Qadr,” his father said. “It was the night when everything changed.”

Sami sat cross-legged on the floor, ready to listen.

“You know the story of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), how he used to retreat to the cave of Hira, right?”

“Yes,” Sami nodded. “He would go there to meditate and reflect.”

“Exactly,” his father said. “He would go there to find solitude, to think about life, to seek answers. He had always been deeply troubled by the state of his people—the corruption, the idol worship, the injustices. He knew there had to be something more, something greater. And on one of those nights, during the month of Ramadan, in that very cave, something incredible happened. He was visited by the angel Jibreel.”

Sami had heard this part of the story before, but every time it was told, it felt fresh and awe-inspiring.

“Jibreel appeared before him and commanded him to ‘Read.’ The Prophet was confused. He didn’t know how to read. He said, ‘I am not a reader.’ But Jibreel repeated the command. And then, the first verses of the Qur’an were revealed: ‘Read in the name of your Lord who created, created man from a clinging substance. Read, and your Lord is the most Generous—who taught by the pen—taught man that which he knew not’” (Surah Al-Alaq, 96:1-5).

Sami felt a shiver run down his spine as he imagined the scene—the Prophet alone in the cave, suddenly encountering Jibreel and receiving the first words of the Qur’an, the words that would




The Importance of Seeking Laylat al-Qadr






Surah Al-Qadr: A Night of Mercy and Blessings










The Gates of Mercy Are Open
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Preparing for the Last Ten Nights





The Beginning of a Journey




Theological Reflection:  
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