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Billy. A human boy. He has just been enrolled in St. Lydia’s Academy and is waiting to start the new semester. 

Cha Cha. A monkey. He is the monkey chief and always up to mischief.

Bluma. A human girl. She is Billy’s toddlerhood friend, and a fellow student in his new school.

Leonard. A lion. Billy’s lifelong guardian and nanny. He owns a translator glove which allows him to speak all languages. Leonard has trained himself to adopt human mannerisms whenever human etiquette is a necessity.

Mathilda. An immortal. During the 7 Year Tribulation, Mathilda helped take care of Billy and Bluma. She helped Bluma’s mother deliver baby Bluma. She also took care of Billy when he was a toddler, allowing him to be her little helper. She was killed for her faith in Christ. After the 7 Year Tribulation, she returned, resurrected as an immortal, to reign with the King of Kings.

Mary. A human woman. Bluma’s mother.

Billy’s Secret Recipe. A fodder company Leonard co-founded with a willing human business partner, Ralph. It sells flavoured straw made using Billy’s recipe for Leonard’s favourite hay, without Billy’s knowledge.

Beast. The Antichrist who reigned during the 7 year Tribulation and murdered many for their faith in Jesus. He was thrown into the Lake of Fire after those 7 years were up.

Stephanie. A human woman. Works at Billy’s Secret Recipe as Leonard’s secretary.

Ralph. A human man. Leonard’s business partner. He co-owns Billy’s Secret Recipe with the lion.

Anne. A human girl. She wears strong perfume which some find offensive. Bluma’s roommate in campus. All students in St Lydia’s Academy, live in St Lydia’s Hearth.

Professor Abel. A human man. The headmaster of Lydia’s Academy.

Bernie. A grizzly bear and proud cave owner.

Dorothy. A sparrow. She likes pretty blue flowers.

Junta. A human young man. Secret cult leader.

Jayden. An immortal king. He reigns with Christ because he was a Tribulation saint, martyred during the Great Tribulation. Leonard and Billy came from his kingdom.

Spencer. A human boy. Goes by Spence. A fellow kid prisoner of Junta who tells Bluma what happened.

Mia. A human girl. Spencer’s sister and fellow prisoner.

Jose. A human boy. A fellow child prisoner of Junta who tried to escape but got caught and traumatised for it.

Owen. A human man. Former hunting buddy of Junta who refused to join his schemes. As a result, Junta had him imprisoned. Owen wears an eye patch because he lost an eye when he tried to escape.

Mei. A human woman. One of Billy’s foster parents in Jayden’s kingdom. She is very petite. She doted on Billy. When Billy was six, she secretly taught him how to fly planes. She was trained as a fighter pilot and used to go on rescue missions before the Millennial kingdom began.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Prologue: Billy
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The glowing orb floated over my hand. 

It was a parting gift from my immortal parents. 

Pretty. 

Novel. 

Mostly useless.

Oh yeah, it makes a decent night light, but that’s about it.

Fancy gifts don’t make up for their absence in my life.

I want my real Mum and Dad.

I don’t want any of the presents or money they shower me with, while they ship me over to this boarding school for mortal children. I hate having to live here, away from them, until I graduate when I’m  eighteen.

Oooo-ooo-oo.

A hairy hand snatched my orb!!!
“Hey!”

Cha Cha, the monkey chief, swung away with my ball — the only thing I own that’s from my parents!

“Give it back!” I roared, making the leaves tremble. 

I can’t get the ground to quake, but I’ll get there someday.

Eeep! 

Cha Cha squealed, throwing my globe as he lurched off.

I grabbed a vine and swung to where Cha Cha dumped the sphere. 

“Hi Billy!” Bluma waved at me, her hands were covered with sticky white dough.

I’ve known Bluma since she was born.

Literally. 

I was little then. 

Aunt Mathilda helped Aunt Mary bring Bluma into this world. 

I was Mathilda’s little helper.

When the baby’s head popped out, I was the first thing she saw.

Do you know how newly hatched ducklings, follow the first thing they see, thinking that’s their momma?

That’s the way with Bluma and me. She knows Mary’s her mom, but when she was little, she stuck to me like an insect to flypaper. 

As soon as she could walk, she’d follow me around, calling me “Bi.” 

A chick might go “cheep cheep cheep,” as it follows its mom.

Bluma would go “Bi. Bi. Bi,” running after me. I couldn’t shake her off.

Eww!

Thankfully, when we entered the Millennial Kingdom, her parents and my foster family moved to different cities.

I did not see her anymore, until we met on campus grounds. 

We’re going to be in the same class next semester.

Imagine that!

It’s not that bad now. 

She’s grown up. 

I mean, she’s also had her coming of age ceremony, so in the eyes of the law, she’s old enough to be responsible for her own actions.

She can be great company. 

We went through a lot together when we were small, so, yeah, she is an old friend. 

She is still annoying, but I’m used to it.

“Did you see my orb?” I asked.

“That glowy ball you play with?” She asked with wide innocent eyes, that looked like she had to be hiding something.

“Yeah. That ball,” I replied, scrutinising her. 

There’s no way she could hide it in her pocket. The glow would give it away.

“Nope,” she shrugged as she put her loaf in the oven.

I searched the entire area, turning everything upside down, looking for my ball, but couldn’t find it.

“You never really liked it anyway,” she nudged me, her eyes twinkling as she smiled.

She and Cha Cha had so much in common that she had to be raised by monkeys.

“Leonard likes my bread more than he likes your hay,” she laughed.

“No, he does not,” I was insulted. I took weeks to perfect my recipe. “He said that nothing beats my hay.”

“Everyday, only hay,” she rolled her eyes. “Even lions would get sick of it.”

Leonard, the Poppa Lion, stalked over to join us. He chuffed into his translator glove for Bluma’s sake, since the girl couldn’t understand Lionspeak. “So kids, what are we eating today?”

“Fresh bread,” Bluma grinned. “My secret recipe.”

“My favourite bread from my favourite girl!” He purred.

Favourite girl! 

Billy couldn’t help feeling jealous. He grew up with Leonard. They knew each other for years. Bluma was in Leonard’s life for at most one year. 

She wasn’t around when Billy left to join his parents.​[1]

Then again, Leonard said favourite girl, not child. 

He’s Leonard’s favourite boy.

“So who is your favourite child?” Billy blurted. He had to know.

“You are my favourite human cub,” Leonard nuzzled Billy. 

“Bluma is my favourite human friend.” He purred at the girl.

Cub, meaning family. 

Billy had to be Leonard’s favourite human, right?

Bluma was Leonard’s friend, and not cub.

“I got bread!” Bluma announced.

“I got hay!” Billy declared.

“Where’s the hay?” Bluma rested her hands on her hips, challenging him. She had a point. He was too busy hunting for his globe that he forgot the hay.

“Bread today then,” Billy yielded.

“I win,” Bluma smirked as she handed the loaf to Leonard.

The greedy lion sank his teeth into the bread. 

Snap!

The lion roared in pain.

“My tooth!” He groaned. “I broke it.”

The orb floated out of the bread, and into Billy’s palm.

“There it is,” Billy closed his hand around his orb. “I knew you took it.”

“Did not,” she protested. Liar! 

“What was it doing in your bread?” Billy pointed out.

“I don’t know,” she said. 

Ee-ee-ee 

Cha Cha swung over them, laughing, before disappearing into the trees again.

“He could have put it in when I was getting the sprinkles,” Bluma frowned.

“Sounds like a very Cha Cha thing to do,” it made sense to Billy.

“My tooth!” Leonard roared. The lion was in serious pain.

“Let me check,” Billy peered into the lion’s open mouth. One of Leonard’s teeth had a crack. “Yeah, you broke that one,” Billy poked the tooth with a stick.

Leonard yelped.

“Let me see,” Bluma tried to force her head into the lion’s mouth for a better look, but Billy pulled her away. “Don’t do that.”

“How do I fix his tooth if I can see it properly,” she asked.

“There’s no fixing,” Billy knew enough about teeth, having lost all his baby teeth already. “We got to pull it out.”
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