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THE GOOD KOMMISSAR POPPELREITER! WHEN
I SEE YOU IN SUCH GOOD CONDITION, I CANNOT
HELP BUT THINK THAT HILDESHEIM’S BEER IS
STILL AMONG THE BEST IN GERMANY/

AND AUSTRIA AND
EVERY COUNTRY ON |}
EARTH!

N

;:4‘ “
e\

COULD IT BE? MR DICKSON HIMSELF/
AND THE MOST EXCELLENT MR WILLS,
HIS LOYAL SHADOW!/

COME, LET ME
OFFER YOU SOME
REFRESHMENTS! WINE,
OF COURSE, FOR SUCH
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS.

YOUVE COME TO SEE THE
END OF KRANK, MR DICKSON.
IF WE CAN FINALLY DO AWAY

WITH THAT FIEND, IT’S ALL
DUE TO YOU.

P WHAT A CRIME THAT
| WOULD BE/

FROM YOUR POINT OF VIEW,
NO DOUBT. NOT ONE SHARED
BY MY FELLOW TOWNSPEOPLE,

THOUGH. WE CALL THIS
FA| HOUSE THE GESPENSTERHAUS
([} M - THE HAUNTED HOUSE/
il
> I
LA
NOT A POPULAR OPINION WITH \ N
THE LOCALS, MR WILLS! THEY'D Ik .
LOVE TO SEE THIS OLD THING - 2 ;
TORN DOWN!/ e () \ s
1 Z

TOWN’S HUMBLE CHIEF OF POLICE
- YOUR SERVANT AND FRIEND
POPPELREITER.

==

WITH INFINITE PATIENCE, HARRY
DICKSON LISTENED TO THE JOLLY
FELLOW RECOUNT EVERY PHASE
OF THE TRIAL.

THIS PART OF THE SQUARE
REMAINS EMPTY IN THE EVENINGS,
AND THE CAFES HERE STOP DOING P
BUSINESS AS SOON AS IT GETS DARK
- ALL BECAUSE OF THIS BUILDING!

COME WITH ME. T'LL
TELL YOU ALL ABOUT
THIS ACCURSED
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THE TWO DETECTIVES DIDN‘T
REACH HILDESHEIM UNTIL LATE
AFTERNOON THE NEXT DAY.

IT’S LIKE A WHOLE DIFFERENT
WORLD. EVERYTHING IS SO CALM
AND PEACEFUL ... IT’S HARD TO

IMAGINE THAT TOMORROW, AT

DAWN, THE GUILLOTINE BLADE

WILL CLAIM A NECK.

HOW SO?/ ARE YOU OF I HAVE A LINGERING
THE MIND TO SEE HIM IN AN

INSANE ASYLUM?/

NOT IN THE SLIGHTEST/ I DO WANT
TO SEE KRANK CLIMB THE GALLOWS.

HOWEVER, I'D PREFER THE EXECUTION “ S ==

BE DELAYED. BY A MONTH, A YEAR,
OR EVEN MORE .

FEELING THAT THE MYSTERY
| SURROUNDING THIS CASE
IS FAR FROM UNRAVELLED. /

TOM, MY BOY, I THINK
CHOPPING OFF KRANK’S
HEAD, SAVAGE THAT HE
IS, 1S A MISTAKE.

SHOULD, YES ...
I FOUND KRANK
JUST AS HE WAS
COMMITTING HIS

YET THE MONSTER’S | |
DEATH SHOULD BRING L (ESTCRIME.

— | THE TRAGEDY TO AN
i END.

I BELIEVE THAT SOMEONE
OF SUPERIOR INTELLECT WAS
CONTROLLING KRANK DURING

HIS STAY IN ENGLAND

AND THAT, BY RETURNING
TO GERMANY, HE DISOBEYED THIS
“SOMEONE’, WHO THEN DELIVERED

THERE, HIS BEHAVIOUR CHANGED, HIM TO US, DEFENCELESS.

AND HE BECAME A COMPLETE
SIMPLETON, UNTIL HIS PATHETIC
CAPTURE IN HILDESHEIM.

AS IF THE MISCREANT HAD
LOST ALL TRACES OF INTELLIGENCE
WHEN HE SET FOOT IN GERMANY.

I MUST
ADMIT THAT HE
NEARLY ESCAPED
ME ENTIRELY. AS
I GAVE CHASE, HI
DEMONSTRATED
REAL GENIUS ...
UNTIL HAMBURG.

BUT WAS THERE
ANYTHING IN KRANK’S
CONFESSION TO MAKE YOU
THINK SUCH A THING?

NOT AT ALL/ HE SEEMED TO
ME NOT A CUNNING CRIMINAL,
BUT RATHER A SILENT BRUTE

RESIGNED TO WHATEVER
WOULD COME.

DID ANOTHER MAN DIRECT
HIS CRIMES? NO EVIDENCE
OF IT PRESENTED ITSELF ...
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A FEW MONTHS EARLIER ...

P

{
/
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Aoy N EE
1S NN yesl

FOR TWO YEARS, THE ABOMINABLE
EBENEZER KRANK - ALSO KNOWN AS
THE RED-EYED VAMPIRE - HAD BEEN

THE SCOURGE OF THE WORKING-

CLASS NEIGHBOURHOODS OF i

BERLIN, HAMBURG, AND HANOVER,

MURDERING OVER 60 WOMEN,
CHILDREN, AND YOUNG MEN.

at

\ . DON‘T MOVE! I’M WARNING
YOU: I WILL NOT HESITATE
TO SHOOT.
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“KRANK WILL BE EXECUTED
IN THREE DAYS. URGE YOU
TO COME. SIGNED: PRISON
GOVERNOR ZIEGENMEYER,
HILDESHEIM.”

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE
A TRIP TO THE CONTINENT,
MY FRIEND?

1

I WOULD INDEED LIKE

THAT, BUT THE CRIMINALS N
OF LONDON ARE KEEPING US
RATHER BUSY, AND I'D HATE

TO ABANDON WORK.

7 o
BN e N R R N 2
AS FOR THE OTHER MURDERS,

DECLARED THAT THE GERMAN POLICE SHOULD
KEEP INVESTIGATING, AS THE ENGLISH HAD.

T A
g 2 Xo .

A

I DON‘T THINK
WE’LL LACK FOR
THAT WHERE WE’RE

DURING HIS TRIAL, THE MURDERER HAD
BRAZENLY CONFESSED TO THE LONDON
CRIMES, WHICH DICKSON HAD ACCUSED
IM OF COMMITTING.

I DON‘T BELIEVE
WE’D BE ASKED TO
COME SUCH A LONG
WAY SIMPLY FOR THE
PLEASURE OF SEEING
KRANK’S HEAD ROLL.

A PROFESSIONAL

INVITATION, THEN? | L - I THINK IF I WERE
HARRY DICKSON, I'D

ANSWER THE CALL.

NO, I SUPPOSE NOT
... COULD THERE BE A

| SECOND ACT TO THE RED-
EYED VAMPIRE’S CASE?

AND IF I WERE TOM
WILLS, I'D RUN TO PACK
MY BAGS TO ACCOMPANY

MY MASTER.

L »
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THE VILE CREATURE KILLED FOR
THE PLEASURE OF SEEING THE BLOOD
OF HIS VICTIMS FLOW. LIKE THE TIGER

AND THE OCTOPUS, HE SLAYED FOR THE
SHEER JOY OF INFLICTING SUFFERING.

THE BERLIN KRIMINALPOLIZEI
MOBILISED ITS BEST DETECTIVES.
TO NO AVAIL.

FROM MUNICH TO HAMBURG, THE MONSTER
CONTINUED HIS HEINOUS DEEDS, AS IF
UTTERLY INDIFFERENT TO THE POLICE
FORCES ARRAYED AGAINST HIM.

THEN THE VAMPIRE MADE A MISTAKE.
HE TOOK A JAUNT TO LONDON, WHERE HIS
CRIMES ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF THE
FAMOUS DETECTIVE HARRY DICKSON.

THERE FOLLOWED A FEVERISH CHASE
ON LAND AND SEA, WHICH ENDED IN
HILDESHEIM, A CHARMING LITTLE
TOWN NEAR HANOVER.

THERE, DICKSON FINALLY CORNERED
THE REPULSIVE EBENEZER KRANK.

THE BOASTFUL KILLER DECLARED
HIMSELF EXTREMELY HONOURED TO
HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY THE GREAT
HARRY DICKSON, RATHER THAN BY
SOME KRIMINALPOLIZEI WIMP.
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