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God is showing a church standing on a pile of ash. For the Lord says a pile of ash speaks of what was once burned; therefore, there was a fire. While ash is, in a sense good for it speaks of the evidence of fire, if the ash is old and stale, then it speaks of an irregular fire burning. There is a pile of ash, for the fire has gone out. Believers, do we truly burn for God all day, or have we become like a pile of ash?

In Leviticus 6, we read, “8 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon the altar all night until morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. 10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen trousers he shall put on his body, and take up the ashes of the burnt offering which the fire has consumed on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar. 11 Then he shall take off his garments, put on other garments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 12 And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings. 13 A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out.”

The burnt offering was supposed to be kept burning on the hearth of the altar until the morning. Just so, we are called to be on fire for God all the time. This signifies that a burnt offering should remain in the place of burning through the dark night of this age until the morning, until the Lord Jesus comes again (2 Peter. 1:19).  The result of the burnt offering, unlike the other offerings, is simply ashes; these ashes are a sign of God’s acceptance of the offering (Leviticus 6:10). God ordained that the priest would have linen garment to offer the burnt offering; this signifies that fineness, purity, and cleanness are needed in handling the ashes. Then, God ordained that the priest would change his garments and carry the ashes outside the camp (v. 11), signifying that the handling of the ashes of the burnt offering was done in a stately manner.

The burnt offering is one of the oldest and most common offerings in history. It’s entirely possible that Abel’s offering in Genesis 4:4 was a burnt offering, although the first recorded instance is in Genesis 8:20 when Noah offers burnt offerings after the flood. God ordered Abraham to offer his son, Isaac, in a burnt offering in Genesis 22, and then provided a ram as a replacement. After suffering through nine of the ten plagues, Pharaoh decided to let the people go from bondage in Egypt, but his refusal to allow the Israelites to take their livestock with them to offer burnt offerings brought about the final plague that led to the Israelites’ delivery (Exodus 10:24-29).

The Hebrew word for “burnt offering” actually means to “ascend,“ literally to “go up in smoke.” The smoke from the sacrifice ascended to God, “a soothing aroma to the LORD” (Leviticus 1:9). Technically, any offering burned over an altar was a burnt offering, but in more specific terms, a burnt offering was the destruction of the animal (except for the hide) in an effort to renew the relationship between Holy God and sinful man. With the development of the law, God gave the Israelites specific instructions as to the types of burnt offerings and what they symbolised.

Leviticus 1 and 6:8-13 describe the traditional burnt offering. The Israelites brought a bull, sheep, or goat, a male with no defect, and killed it at the entrance to the tabernacle. The animal’s blood was drained, and the priest sprinkled blood around the altar. The animal was skinned and cut it into pieces, the intestines and legs washed, and the priest burned the pieces over the altar all night. The priest received the skin as a fee for his help. A turtledove or pigeon could also be sacrificed, although they weren’t skinned.

A person could give a burnt offering at any time. It was a sacrifice of general atonement—an acknowledgement of the sin nature and a request for a renewed relationship with God. God also set times for the priests to give a burnt offering for the benefit of the Israelites as a whole, although the animals required for each sacrifice varied:

The ultimate fulfilment of the burnt offering is in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. His physical life was completely consumed. He ascended to God, and His covering (that is, His garment) was distributed to those who officiated over His sacrifice (Matthew 27:35). But most importantly, His sacrifice, once for all time, atoned for our sins and restored our relationship with God.

The problem with the church on the ash heap is that the ash is old and stale. There is no constant fire. The fire should burn for 24 hours, so there should be constant ‘fresh’ ash. Yet glory to God, our God can even revive the old and stale ashes! As God sent fire on Mount Carmel, just so God is sending the fire of His Spirit again, and He can revive what is broken, what is stale, lost, forgotten, decaying, dying and of no use. You see, wood ash contains nutrients that can be beneficial for plant growth. Ash is not technically worthless. God can bring to life what is ash. Isaiah 61:3 says, “To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”

Just as that offering was on the altar, and just as that offering was consumed by fire, so we need to offer ourselves up to the Lord, and we need to be consumed by His fire [Holy Spirit/His Glory/His Presence]. But this should be a continuous process where just as the fire on the altar never had to go out [so there always needed to be an offering], just so we need to remain as a constant offering unto God so that His fire may continue to burn and dwell in us. This calls for constant submission, yielding, and abiding in the Lord. To restore to the altar calls for us to constantly behold the Lord and abide in His presence, where He becomes all in our lives, all the time.

To keep the fires burning implies being a continuous living sacrifice unto the Lord, so that we may continually be a sweet fragrance unto the Lord. We must continually lift up our lives to the Lord to His Glory and for His Glory. It says in the New Testament that we must not quench the fire of the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19).  Now, taking into consideration that according to Romans 12 we must be like a living offering unto the Lord, and if the fire that burns within us is the fire of Holy Spirit, therefore we must be like that offering as in Leviticus 6 where the fire never burns out.  Therefore, the Lord says we must be on fire for Him as a burnt offering [living sacrifice], 24 hours a day, and seven days a week!

To keep the fires burning means to restore our commitment to God, to rediscover our passion, our zeal and our loyalty unto Him. And we can only be on a fire for God like the burnt offering in the days of old by allowing the fire of the Holy Spirit to burn and consume us 24 hours a day, seven days a week! We need to constantly be in submission to the Lord and allow Him to consume us so that He may increase and we decrease. By being a continuous offering unto God, we shall make sure the fire keeps burning! Anybody who has ever stoked a fire will know it is hard work. You need to constantly be aware of the fire, and what the fire is doing.  Indeed, to feed the fire, you need to fuel it so that it can continue to burn.

We are the living sacrifices that are the fuel for the Holy Spirit’s fire so that the Shekinah flames of God can burn within us, all the time.  A fire can only burn when there is fuel, so the Holy Spirit can only burn in us when we are the fuel unto the Lord as the living sacrifice.

We read in 1 Kings 18 how the Prophet Elijah went up the mountain Carmel to challenge the prophets of Baal. Elijah set up an altar to make an offering unto the Lord.  And when he prayed, fire fell from heaven and consumed the offering.  There can be no fire unless there is an offering! The Holy Spirit cannot burn or consume us unless we are first willing to be a living sacrifice unto the Lord. Our Lord is an all-consuming fire – He needs to consume us all the time. Unless we are willing to first sacrifice ourselves and unless we are willing to first give ourselves unto the Holy Spirit, and unless we are prepared to be a living offering unto God, then the fire from heaven can’t fall and the fire of God cannot burn with us. When the Lord, therefore, says that the fire of the burnt offering must keep burning 24 hours a day, it means that WE must therefore be an offering 24 hours a day so that the Lord can continuously burn within us.

But once the fire begins to burn within us, the Lord says, then we must continue to be a living offering unto Him so that the fire can continue to burn in our lives. So often we offer ourselves unto God, allowing for the Holy Spirit to burn within us, but then we will become consumed by the world or by the self or even the ways of the devil until the fire within dies. You see, we cannot be consumed by both the Lord and by the world. One is a holy fire, the other is profane. One is light, and the other is darkness.

1 John 1: 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”

We cannot be a burnt offering only for a day or a couple of hours! We can only be a true living burnt offering unto God when we allow His fire to continuously burn within us. But the fire will only continuously burn the more we feed the fire, which means the more we sacrifice ourselves the greater the Presence of God and the greater the sweet aroma! A true disciple after al denies himself and carries his cross. As we thus deny ourselves and live only for God, how that flame will burn and burn! We need to constantly work at becoming more like the Lord so that the fire can rage deeper and higher within us. God is an all-consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). This means that God wants to burn and consume us completely and utterly just as the fire consumed the burnt offering of Leviticus 6.

Remember, a burnt offering was the complete destruction of the animal (except for the hide). God wants to consume us completely, but we need to be a living sacrifice who will allow God to consume us completely all day.  We need to be completely and utterly submitted to the Lord so that His fire by the Spirit may rage within and so burn away the dross of our sins. Only then will the gold of godliness manifest! The problem is that we want to live for Him one day, and the next day we don’t want to live for Him.  One day we walk in the light, and the next day we are in the darkness.

One day we are doing what He tells us to do and the next day we are not doing what He tells us to do.  God has called us to be a living offering where the fire of the Holy Spirit burns indeed 24 hours a day, seven days a week! This means that for 24 hours a day, you are under the submission of the Holy Spirit, and you are submitted to the Lord’s will, and you are allowing for the Holy Spirit to consume you 24 hours a day.

To be a true living offering means living for God 24 hours a day and you are not allowing God’s Presence to be tainted. To allow the fires to keep burning, you need to allow yourself to be completely changed in the image of God every day in every way because then we are an offering on fire for the Messiah! We are called to preach the Good News, in accordance to the Great Commission, and to let our light shine (Matthew 5). We are called to walk in God’s authority so that we can establish God’s Kingdom in the midst of darkness in the hearts of those we are walking in darkness.  We therefore cannot walk in darkness and in the next day try to walk in the light. We cannot wander in love and the next moment hate. We cannot wander in the Spirit while living for the flesh. We cannot compromise by serving the world and by serving God.  We cannot live for the self and also live for God.  We have to be conformed to the image of Jesus.  We need to become formed and we need to become more like God every day.

So to keep the fires burning 24 hours a day speaks of the constant work of the Holy Spirit in our lives so that we can become constantly more like God. But what is happening is that we live for God, and then we also try to serve the world. This is idolatry. One day, the fire on the altar burns bright, and the next minute, the fire is dying. We, as the living offering, must always be on fire for God, and not allow idolatry and the world or the flesh to quench the fire of the Spirit! We cannot be one minute with a sweet aroma and the next minute smell like a pile of ashes! We need to decide what we want to do.  We are either going to walk in the manifestation of His holiness and righteousness because we have already been made holy by the Blood of Jesus, or we must walk in the flesh.  To keep the fires burning manifests holiness and righteousness.

This is the great work of the Holy Spirit – burning in us all the time so that we can change in His Presence and become more like Christ. By the inner working of the Spirit, we can always walk in the truth, never compromised, never be deceived and always victorious! It says in "2 Timothy 1: 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands."

We have indeed been given the task to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, meaning we have an obligation and a duty by choice and by the decision to keep fighting the good fight of faith and to keep on walking the narrow road of truth and life. The Holy Spirit has been poured out to aid us, but we need to allow the Spirit to work by giving the Spirit room to operate in our lives. Then the flame within us will be fanned, and we can start walking in our spiritual gifts and callings. We as God’s priests have an obligation and a duty to keep His flame within us burning through obedience, faithfulness, loyally and dedication unto God. We must never, therefore, quench the fire of the Holy Spirit, for then we quench the operation and function of the Spirit in our lives.

Matthew 3: 11 “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” We can only walk in the fire of God [baptism] if we are a true and willing sacrifice. And by that fire of God, the Spirit will cause the old man to die and the new man to be reborn.

Now, consider the following. The coals that were taken from the Altar of Burnt Offering served as the coals to be placed on the Altar of Incense. The Altar of Incense served as a symbolic lifting of prayers to the heavens, becoming like a sweet aroma to the Lord. If we want to keep the fires burning, then this means constant prayer (Ephesians 6), constant dedication, constant worship, and constantly walking in His ways. Revelation 8:4: And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God out of the angel's hand.

Coal in the Bible spoke about purification (repentance) but also judgment. In Isaiah 6, the angel of the Lord touched the lips of the prophet to bring forth purification and remittance of sin. Now Isaiah can pray and speak day and night just as if he had become the Altar of Incense. Isaiah 6: And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"  6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for."

Saints, we must not grow tired of carrying the cross and we must not grow tired of prayer, worship, dedication, keeping our hearts open to repentance and walking in His Spirit. Now, here is the wonderful thing – when we carry the cross, we are covered by the shadow of Jesus, who shadowed Simon – we are covered by the oil and blood stained beams of the cross – we are therefore under His covering. As we carry the cross, our backs bend in voluntary submission and worship, we stand UNDER the Covenant of the Blood, as shed on the cross.

In Jeremiah 33, the Lord says He has a covenant with us day and night. By keeping the fires burning and carrying the cross night and day, from early to late, we are honouring the Covenant and come under God’s order.  Yet, as we carry the cross, we also sacrifice our time, our agendas, our way and ourselves. We come UNDER His will and way and glory.

When we, therefore, keep the fires burning on the altar, meaning we walk day and night under and in His Covenant as living sacrifices, we will also generate coals of fire spiritually to serve as a sweet aroma unto the Lord.  By keeping the fires burning, we become a sweet aroma unto the Lord. Still today, the Lord points out how many times do we do not grow tired of carrying the cross, how many times do we do not let the fires grow cold and how many times we do not shun the light of the Holy Spirit? We need to fan the flame by continually praying. Prayer is our communication with the Father and his communication with us. In order to maintain an active and growing relationship with someone, you must communicate with them. It says in 1 Thessalonians 5:17(KJV) to pray without ceasing. We need to be in constant fellowship with Him, praying, seeking Him, denying ourselves and walking in His presence.

As we remain a burning sacrifice for the Lord, not allowing the flame of His Glory within us to die, then we shall be a true living sacrifice unto His honour and glory. Let us be alive unto the Lord by burning for Him. For then the fire within will be pure fire, not one which is profane by our immorality and idolatry. 1 Corinthians 3 says, “16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?” We must be so touched by God that we are ablaze by His Presence so that where we go, revival will flow!

To be set ablaze with God’s fire is indeed wondrous, but with our revival, or rebirth, or awakening, the point is that we are called to take such a fire to the lost and the broken. This is the fulfilment of the Great Commission, and we uphold the greatest commandments. After all, if we love God above all, we must love our neighbours. If we love our neighbours, we will want them to know God and also be revived or awakened!

In the Old Testament, God first dwelt in the portable tabernacle (Hebrew Mishkan, dwelling) during the days of Moses, and then in the Temple following the reign of Solomon. Both contained the Ark of the Covenant, where God’s presence rested. With both the tent and the temple, absolutely great care was needed for the ‘dwelling place’ to be constantly kept sacred, consecrated and undefiled. Even the utensils used had to be kept sanctified to maintain high levels of consecration.

God is a holy God, and with God nothing is impure. God dwelled in such dwellings, specifically in the Holy of Holies, and thus demanded an ‘environment’ that is completely and utterly kept ALL THE TIME from any form of defilement or corruption. So God moved from Mount Sinai to the tent (tabernacle) to the fixed temple. And then He moved by the Blood of the Lamb and the presence of the Spirit into the hearts of men. We are now the temples that accommodate God and where God dwells!

If we truly want to be carriers of revival like the early disciples, and like Peter, we need to be pure vessels of God’s presence. 1 Peter 1 says, “5 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy.” Thus, the call is for us to be a holy temple in which God can dwell – undefiled, unblemished and uncorrupted by the world and carnality. If we do so, we return to the very essence of what it means to be a tabernacle in which God can dwell, for we need to be a holy offering unto God.

In Leviticus 22:20, we read how God said that nothing must be offered unto Him with a defect. In Malachi 1:8, the Lord accuses Israel of bringing Him blemished offerings: “‘When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?’ says the Lord Almighty.” Bringing animal sacrifices to the temple that were blind, disfigured, or sick was a direct violation of the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 22:22; Deuteronomy 15:21). The reason for this command was that such sacrifices dishonoured the Lord. “Do not profane my holy name” (Leviticus 22:32). They were sacrifices in name only; a true sacrifice must cost something, and there was no pain involved in getting rid of something already slated for culling. More importantly, each sacrifice was a symbol of the future sacrifice of Christ, who was “a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19). The cheap, marred sacrifices of Malachi’s time were travesties of Christ’s perfection.

The application for Christians today does not involve animal sacrifices, of course, nor is it even directly related to financial offerings. Rather, it is a matter of treating God as holy. Our entire lives must be a testimony of God’s perfection, holiness and purity. This concerns all areas of life, ranging from how we speak of God, to how we obey Him and how willing we are to sacrifice our lives unto service. Offering God a blemished animal was like treating God as an afterthought, and it truly mocked Him. We can never treat God in such a manner. He deserves our best and our all. We must be disciples of excellence, seeking to be consumed and be burning all the time with His holy fire. We do this by being an offering of purity and holiness.

Thus it says in “Ephesians 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish,” and also “Revelation 19:7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” The message remains clear. As the temple of God, we must remain pure and clean. Be not tainted by the world, and remain an offering aflame with God’s presence.

So we need to realise that just as God only dwelled in a tent or a temple that was kept clean, pure and holy, just so God is looking to dwell in a pure, clean and holy vessel. Nothing has changed when it comes to God and the ‘environment’ He seeks to inhabit. He seeks to habitually dwell with us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, yet He is looking to dwell in a temple, thus a vessel of blood and flesh, that is consecrated (set apart) and consecrated for God’s glory and presence. You see, God wants to dwell in us in our entirety. If there is something offensive or defiled or impure or unholy also occupying the ‘environment’, do we not think this is an affront to the Spirit of God? Everything about us must be completely and utterly surrendered to God. The Lord dwelt in His entirety in the entirety of the tent of meeting and the temple, not in portions. May we truly seek to surrender all to God so that God, as an all-consuming fire, may consume us completely and utterly.

Paul writes in “Galatians 5: Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Once liberated, we are not supposed to return to what held us captive. We are not supposed to return to a life of sin once Jesus has set us free. We are not supposed to revisit that house of sin. Our relationship with the Lord must be so that we only look forward – He is the hope of our glory – so that we can be triumphant in our victory and be overcomers by His presence. Yes, to return is to be entangled again, yet repentance applies no longer returning unto such a state because the HOUSE OF SIN, through true repentance, is broken down and destroyed in our lives.

Israel was set free from the bondage of Egypt, yet they kept on wanting to go back to such captivity. They even made a god of gold to lead them through the wilderness! Indeed, God has not called us to look back and to behold the house of sin or to be attracted again by its allure or supposed carnal beauty, for it should be destroyed so that all that we behold is the ruins of such a stronghold! We need to allow God’s consuming and refining fire to work within us until such foundation of sin is destroyed and the house of sin within us is consumed and broken down, just as the Lord rained down fire on Sodom and Gomorrah!

In Mark 3:25, Jesus says that if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. The Lord is talking here spiritually. Remember, as believers, we are supposed to be the temple of the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:16). So, how can this temple then exist while the house (stronghold) of sin remains standing also in our lives? For then surely we will struggle to remain standing as we are divided between the Lord and the world, between the Spirit and carnality, and between holiness and sin.

Let us understand that sin is like an infection of a contagious nature that seeps into the soul and that seeps into the spirit – it is an infection most dangerous, subtle, but lethal in its working and its substance. Such is the nature and design of sin, which is by nature that concept and that organism that has been given life by man who seeks to walk not according to the pure spiritual and natural laws but seeks a brand of truth within the realm where the Self operates. For sin is like a creeping vine and that lurking beast in the darkest of jungles, for it seeks to devour, to tear and to rip. It feeds on the Self; it rides the wings of loathing and is carried on the breath of imaginations, myths, forlorn dreams and temporary hopes.

In 2 Chronicles 7, we read of the consecration of the temple. It says, “1 When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 2 The priests could not enter the temple of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled it. 3 When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the Lord above the temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshipped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “He is good; his love endures forever.” When we truly offer ourselves as a consecrated and pure vessel of habitation to the Lord, then the Lord will fill us with His glory and strength!

The fire was God’s approval (just like the fire that came down from heaven to approve of Elijah’s offering in 1 Kings 17). It was the fire of cleansing. It was the fire of purification. It was a holy fire, and just so we are called to be vessels of His glory that are on fire in His service. We are called to be consumed by God, and we are called to remain consecrated and sanctified 24 hours a day, just as the fire was not allowed to go out in the ceremonial days of offerings. Indeed, we are now the offering unto God, and we are called to dedicate our lives unto Him – submitted, yielded and surrendered. We are called to yield and submit so that His fire may burn in us all day and every day by the Spirit so that by the Spirit we remain consecrated, purified, refined, cleansed and a worthy living sacrifice. For in such a dwelling God seeks to inhabit and fill. And such a habitation is a dangerous one, full of God’s power, glory and might!

During Pentecost, we read about the outpouring of how the tongues of fire rested upon the disciples. The fire was significant, for as in the days of the consecration of the temple, the disciples were now being consecrated and sanctified through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. This is the fulfilment of what John the Baptist said in “Matthew 3: 11 I indeed baptise you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” As the fire fell in the days of Solomon, now it fell in the days of Pentecost. The fire was ‘to burn up the chaff’ within us as His disciples. Indeed, at Pentecost, the disciples were baptized by the Spirit and the fire. It was the pure fire of holiness, of beauty, of majesty and was intended to consume the disciples. Truly, in the Upper Room, we find that God burned away the old religious ways, and the disciples were not set apart by holy fire in service to God. They were now ready to be pure vessels, thus pure wineskins to receive the new wine of the Holy Spirit. 

We also read in 2 Chronicles 7 the following: “11 When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord and the royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the Lord and in his own palace, 12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices. 13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.”

We are called to be such a consecrated temple where God dwells. And truly one day we will walk with God side by side. Yet for now, in this earthly body, we can rejoice that, as in the days of Solomon, God’s eyes and heart will always be with those whom God inhabits! Yes, this is a Word from God – a prophetic word – that His heart and eyes are open to His disciples. As God sees, we shall ‘see’ the Kingdom of God according to John 3. This then connects to Psalm 91 about “1 whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty,” and how “the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their cry (Psalm 34:15, 1 Peter 3:12), and how “God will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5)”. For this reason we can pray unto God and He will answer. We can rejoice in “1 John 5: 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him,” and also “John 15:7  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

God thus filled the temple in the days of Solomon and promised to hear them and answer their prayers if they remain humble, pray, seek His face and turn from their wicked ways. He also promises forgiveness and healing. As the new temples of God, this still applies to us today! We also need to remain humble, we need to continue praying and seeking God, and we need to continually turn from our wicked ways. This is the outflow and the outcome of true revival.

As we deny ourselves, we then become a sweet aroma unto the Lord. This is what the Lord is looking for and seeking – for us to be a pleasing offering unto Him. "2 Corinthians 2 (AMP): 15For we are the sweet fragrance of Christ [which exhales] unto God, [discernible alike] among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing:  16To the latter it is an aroma [wafted] from death to death [a fatal odor, the smell of doom]; to the former it is an aroma from life to life [a vital fragrance, living and fresh]. And who is qualified (fit and sufficient) for these things? [Who is able for such a ministry? We?]  17For we are not, like so many, [like hucksters making a trade of] peddling God's Word [shortchanging and adulterating the divine message]; but like [men] of sincerity and the purest motive, as [commissioned and sent] by God, we speak [His message] in Christ (the Messiah), in the [very] sight and presence of God.”

God did not do anything for nothing in the Old Testament. Back then he showed the Israelites and ultimately all believers He is a holy God who shall be revered. The elaborate preparations of the High Priest emphasised the divinity, holiness and purity of God, and that He cannot be approached carelessly or irreverently. The Israelites understood it was not a mere small matter to approach God. The preparations reminded them of who they were dealing with – a holy God.

The words of David Ruis during the Toronto Revival still ring true in my heart today: “Let it burn! Yes, Lord, let it burn!”

Years ago, I remember someone asking me what all this talk about the fire of God is. I was still young in the faith. Hardly out of my spiritual nappies. But I was on fire for God! I had met my Saviour and He had led from darkness to the light! I was enjoying as a South African citizen the afterglow of revivals such as the one in Toronto. Vineyard Worship was big those days. Catch the fire was the talk of the town among the Charismatics and even Pentecostals. Believers were talking about the ‘fire’ of God. Some in the church had no clue what was this “fire” was all about. Some regarded it with great scepticism, calling it another phase, or another spiritual fashion or a fad.

When asked the question I was slightly shocked. After all, who doesn’t know the fire of God? Or at least, so I thought at the time. Back then, somewhat two decades ago, I was still very naïve when it came to the church and the state of believers. I thought everyone was filled with the Spirit. I thought everyone was on fire for God. I thought everyone was walking in the manifested glory of God and was doing great work for the Kingdom. Of course, this was far from reality. Reality is, and still today, there are many believers who have not even been filled by the Spirit or who have not even reached a point of being on fire for God.

So what is this fire? It is the very presence of God. It is that simple. It is the presence through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is the anointing of the Spirit of God. It is the flow of the power of the Spirit of God. The fire, however, is not something detached from God. It is not something that you can manipulate, being one of the five elements (for then we are dabbling in paganism and witchcraft).

On the Day of Pentecost, we read that tongues of fire rested upon the disciples. Such fire was the manifested presence of the Holy Spirit that was promised by Jesus. It is the Spirit of power, of which we read in Acts 1:8. Isaiah 11:2 speaks of the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel and might. To speak of the fire speaks of the indwelling burning of the presence of the Holy Spirit. It speaks of the holy and divine presence of the Spirit of God, thus the Ruach Elohim, who comes to empower, equip and saturate the disciples with the Word and Truth of God (John 16). Exodus 24:17 says, “To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.” Oh yes, our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29)!

One cannot understand the fire without knowing the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the fire. The Spirit is the truth of Jesus. How do you truly know the fire of God without knowing the Spirit of God? How can one know of the fire that burns deep within without knowing the Spirit who brings life? So when someone asks what this fire is, it cannot be explained in theological terms. It is your spirit connecting with the Holy Spirit and being set on fire. It is your soul being saturated with the majesty and greatness of God and thus set on fire by an all-consuming God. It is a fire that burns in your bones, in your heart and spirit. For anybody who has been reborn (John 3) must surely walk by the Spirit of God, and thus by the fire of God.

For just as a fire rages and can so easily consume wood and paper, just so the more we yield and submit to God the more the fire will burn. For fire needs fuel. We are the fuel as living sacrifices seeking God (Romans 12:1). For as a fire is wild and intense, so we become wild and intense for God. For as fire is powerful and dangerous, so in Christ we become powerful and dangerous for the Kingdom fighting the darkness. For as a fire does not easily surrender, so we must not easily surrender to the enemy but keep fighting the good fight (Ephesians 6). Yes, it is the fire of God. It is the fire that brings us closer in union with God. It must be a fire that consumes us so that we cannot but tell the world of God, His goodness, love and mercy!

When we speak of the fire of God, we can also speak of the light of God, for fire is light. All light has a source. Something must create light. In the case of the Lord’s light, He is the source as an all-consuming fire. In Aramaic “fire” can be translated as “consuming light.” Even in the natural realm, light always has a source. The light of the day comes from the fire of the sun. Light is a product of a power source—a fire. Anyone in Biblical times who heard the word “light” would automatically know that it was also a reference to fire because a fire was always the source of light.

Light is the product of fire. The only difference is that light can be seen from a long distance compared to when the fire can be felt. Light is a signal, but fire is the source. For Christians to be “in” the Lord, they must be in His fire to produce the light and the heat of His love and glory. The Bible teaches that we must be Holy as He is Holy (1 Peter 1:16). How does the Bible teach us to be Holy? We must be refined by His fire (1 Peter 1:7). His fire is spiritual, not natural. Therefore, we must be consumed by His fire to be made holy so that we may shine His light in this dark world!

The term “holy fire” is not found in the Bible, but isn’t the Lord holy? Yes. Is the Lord an all-consuming fire? Yes. Must we say holy all-consuming fire? No, it’s understood that He is both holy and all-consuming. He is also many other things, such as Righteousness, Love, Truth, and The Way. We need not refer to all of His attributes when we speak of Him. So let the holy fire consume us as we seek to be holy as He is holy!

The Lord said, “I came to bring fire” (Luke 12:49). He is not talking about a natural fire. The Word of God must always be understood in a spiritual context. Therefore, the Lord is speaking about His fire—His holy and spiritual fire. In the same chapter, the Lord said, “51 Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. 52 For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. 53 Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

In light of Luke 12, the fire of God brings separation. A separation from the light and dark, from the good and the wicked, from the moral and the immoral, from the holy and the unholy, from the common and the uncommon and the pure from the impure. It brings separation between the just and the unjust and the Spirit and the flesh.

For such is the nature of the fire, for it is the blazing presence of the Spirit who leads us in all truth (John 16). And such truth is the Word of which we read of in Hebrews 4, “12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

Just as all is naked in vulnerability to the flames of a fire, just so we cannot hide from the truth of the Word. Adam and Eve were left naked in the presence of God’s truth when they sinned, and just as we cannot escape the truth of God. Jesus spoke of a fire that came by the indwelling of the baptism of the Spirit. By such a fire within the believer, we are set on fire for God, and we now burn with God’s truth, righteousness, justice and morality! By such truth, we are sanctified (John 17:17), thus set apart and divided from darkness, carnality and lies. Jesus warned of the great separation, even in households, not just in the world, simply because some will be willing to embrace the Spirit, thus the truth of the Word and the sanctifying power of the fire of His presence, while others will resist or deny or ignore or rebel against it. 

2 Corinthians 6:14 (KJV) says, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?” The fire is the light and the light shines in the darkness for those who believe. We read in “1 John 1: 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” There will be division in this world because many will reject the light, therefore Jesus who is the light of the world, while others will seek the fire and the light of God’s truth, purity and holiness. There is simply no fellowship between those who choose the light and those who choose the darkness, for one chooses the truth and the other deception. And such fire was poured out on Pentecost, and so we have to decide what we choose.

If a Christian never felt the Lord’s fire before, then how would he know whether he is experiencing it or not? Humility is the key. Believers must examine if they are truly born again of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:5). Once born again of the Holy Spirit, they will begin to understand the Word of God in a spiritual sense and no longer need to rely on a natural sense. This is what the Lord meant when He said to the disciples in John 16:13, that when the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, would come to them, He would guide them into all truth.

That means that truth cannot be understood without the impartation of the Holy Spirit because He is the Spirit of Truth. When the Spirit of Truth guides a Christian through the Word of God, then they will no longer experience the frustration of trying to interpret the Word of God in a literal sense. We must be willing to yield and submit to God, only seeing His light, and to remain in Him.
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Moses strengthened in the presence of El Gibbor
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In Exodus 33 we read, “11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.” Take note of Joshua “did not leave the tent”. Yes, he longed for God. He longed to be with God. Do we have such a desire? Do we have such an urgency to dwell in God’s presence, where there is fullness of joy and hope? David wrote in “Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.” He also said in “Psalm 140:13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the upright shall dwell in Your presence.”  

To worship God is based on a relationship, not religion. In Psalm 139:7, we read, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?” God’s presence is always available to God’s people through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. God is also omnipresent, meaning He is always present even if we aren’t aware of it.  Yes, we must seek God’s presence.

Moses understood the critical importance of being led by God’s Presence when, in Exodus 33, he cried, “15 Then Moses said to him, 'If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.” In Psalm 51:11, David said: “Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” In 1 Samuel 16, we learn (verse 14) that “the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.” Saul had become rebellious, seeking life after the flesh instead of serving God’s will. In Ezekiel 10, the glory departed from the Jewish temple because of Israel’s wickedness. Remember, during that time God’s presence was visible, tangible, yet dwelled only in the Holy of Holies, even though the Spirit of God was active among His servants but not yet poured out.

It is indeed fearful when we are left to wander this earth without the presence of God! A church without the presence of God is a mere building of noise and senseless activities! Ministry without the presence of God is powerless! The apostle Paul walked in the presence of God, therefore, in God’s power, and so he wrote in “1 Corinthians 2: 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.” Indeed, the Christian life without God’s presence is void of true regenerating life!

In the presence of God, we come alive again in the power of the Holy Spirit to be true representatives of God on this earth. How we need the presence of God to blow again through our churches, our hearts and our lives! How we need to again seek the presence of God to lead us in all truth, in power, in boldness, in God’s beauty and strength! Indeed, how we need the presence of the Holy Spirit of God to breathe life into us! How we need the Holy Spirit to shake our worlds so that we become alive from our spiritual apathy to be on fire for God! We need the Holy Spirit to be filled with conviction and a certainty that God is faithful and true. How we need the holy fire of God to burn in our bones so that the dry bones may live and the spiritually dead and lost and forgotten may be revived.

Moses was able to lead the people for 40 years because He knew the presence of God. At the burning bush, he was in the presence of the Lord. On the mountain, twice, for 40 days, he was in the presence of God. Moses refers to "the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the MIGHTY (Gibbor), and the awesome God who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. (Deuteronomy 10:17)”. Moses knew God was almighty and strong, for he walked in the presence of God. In God’s presence, he found the strength to lead the people.

In Exodus 34:29-35, we learn that as Moses came down from the mountain with the two covenant tablets in his hand, the skin of his face shone brightly because he had been
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