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Part Three


Introduction

Your Sexual Blueprint

Think of a blueprint, the kind an architect creates before the first brick is laid or the concrete floor is poured. It represents potential, an ideal. The building will have so many rooms, doors here, windows there, a wooden staircase, skylights. But until something is actually built, only the blueprint exists, the raw potential, the possibilities.

A birth horoscope is also a blueprint. It describes your potential, the possibilities with which you’re born. When you drew your first breath, the planets were at particular positions in the sky. Perhaps the Sun was in Taurus, the Moon in Cancer, Mercury in Aquarius and on through the solar system lineup, right on out to Pluto. Each sign that each planet occupied when you were born represents an archetypal energy that is your potential. Nothing in that potential is predetermined. How the various energies manifest themselves throughout your life depends on only one thing—your free will. In other words, you are in charge. 

Your Sun sign symbolizes your primary archetypal energy, your ego, individuality, everything that allows you to meet challenges and expand your life. To some extent, it symbolizes your creative abilities, authority, and personal power. The sign that Mars was in when you were born symbolizes your physical energy, stamina, and endurance, your thrust to individualize yourself, your capacity for aggression and action, and your sexuality. For a woman, the sign of natal Mars often describes what she’s looking for in a mate and how she expresses her sexuality. For a man, it can describe his ability to form close bonds with other men and how he’s likely to express his sexuality. The combination of these two planetary energies describes your sexual blueprint.

This blueprint reveals your sexual strengths and insecurities; whether you tend toward monogamy or promiscuity; whether you’re essentially experimental or inhibited; your capacity for sexual gratification and the role that your sexuality plays in your adult life; your capacity for commitment; your physical energy and stamina and your awareness of your own body; and your capacity for committed relationships. It can reveal whether you’re jealous or possessive, how sexually intuitive you are, and the overall patterns inherent in your sexuality.

Each of us, of course, is influenced by the generation into which we’re born. Baby Boomers who came of age during the Sixties blew apart their parents’ sexual mores by advocating an unprecedented openness about sexuality. Kids who are coming of age now, in the early part of the twenty-first century, are influenced by the sexual mores of their generation. But in this book, we’re talking about a specific combination of planetary energies that constitute your personal sexual blueprint regardless of when you were born.

A Few Specifics

Advertisers know that sexuality lies at the heart of many choices we make. It influences the products we buy—from books to movies and even to the motels we stay in when we travel. There’s a funny ad running on TV now that shows a man and a woman in bed, in a motel. The man is ready to have sex. But the woman is so taken with the comfort of the bed, that she isn’t interested in sex. She just wants to sink into the sensuous feel of the sheets, the softness of the pillow, and sleep. The couple never speak; they don’t have to. The message is clear: the beds in this motel are so divine, they’re better than sex.

Our sexuality manifests itself in our hobbies, our creative interests, our politics, in our worldview. Most of the time, of course, we don’t think about sexuality in those terms. We think about it in terms of, well, sex. Sexual attraction. Sexual chemistry. Sexual compatibility. Sexual preferences. Physical appetites. Or we think about it in terms of romance and love, as in Bogie and Bacall or Taylor and Burton. But regardless of how we think about it, when we are comfortable with our own sexuality, we are more comfortable about who we are and better able to achieve our potential.

Sexuality for a person with Mars in Gemini, for example, is something that begins in the mind. Attraction is based on communication, language, an exchange of ideas. Aggression and action are based on language and creative expression. F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald both had Mars in Gemini, which was undoubtedly part of their fatal attraction. But where Fitzgerald became famous, Zelda went mad. This is where the Sun sign comes in. Fitzgerald had a Libra Sun, Zelda had a Leo Sun. He sought a balance that always eluded him and she had a deep need to be the center of attention. Since she couldn’t shine as a person in her own right, her creativity—and her sexuality—found expression in madness.

There are 144 Sun/Mars combinations and each combination is expressed uniquely and in a variety of ways. Take a woman with a Leo Sun and Mars in Taurus combination. It may not spell out the specific products she buys or the titles of the books she reads. But it certainly tells us the woman craves the spotlight and is likely to be attracted to people who play second fiddle to her spotlight. She has tremendous sexual and physical stamina; is sensual, with an inclination toward exhibitionism and a flamboyance that may border on the extreme. She has the relentlessness to achieve her ambitions. Madonna fits that ticket.

Cheryl Crane, the daughter of actress Lana Turner and her second husband, Stephen Crane, also has that same Sun/Mars combination. But the expression has been quite different. When she was fifteen, Crane stabbed her mother’s lover with a butcher knife, killing him. She went to prison, attempted suicide several times, was in and out of rehab. She eventually wrote a book about her bizarre and unhappy childhood, revealing that one of Turner’s eight husbands had raped her repeatedly between the ages of ten and thirteen, experiences that ultimately shaped her sexuality. 

In the event that you have a Leo Sun and Mars in Taurus, it doesn’t mean you’ll be the next Madonna or experience the horrors that were Crane’s. These two examples are extremes and, let’s face it, most of us fall somewhere in between. Even if you are Madonna’s “astral twin”—born at the same moment, place, and date as Madonna, it’s no guarantee that your life will be like hers. This is where free will comes in.

In researching this book, I started off by looking for people who have the same Sun/Mars combination that I do (Sun in Gemini, Mars in Taurus) and found dozens. But four caught my attention: John F. Kennedy, Nelson Rockefeller, Salmon Rushdie, and Whitley Strieber. Hearsay and rumors about JFK aside, I don’t know anything about these men’s sex lives and on the surface, there don’t seem to be any similarities between them and me. I’m not a politician and will never be president; I’m not wealthy; I’m not a Moslem; and I’ve never been paid a million dollars for writing about my abduction experiences. However, like Rushdie and Strieber, I’m a writer. Like Strieber, I have an interest in UFOs and things that go bump in the night.

The similarities have more do with how this Sun/Mars combination uses energy. Strieber, for instance, pursued his writing against tremendous odds. His book Communion was rejected by at least a dozen publishers and he was told to forget the idea and stick to fiction. People thought he was nuts. He persevered, William Morrow eventually bought the book for a million dollars, and it was made into a movie with Christopher Walken. Communion launched a platform that has become Strieber’s life’s work as an investigator of the weird and the strange.

This is the need of the Gemini Sun to communicate, and the persistence and fortitude of Mars in Taurus to do the work that’s required to get to where you want to be.

But the Sun and Mars are just two pieces of the astrological hologram. In a natal chart, there are seven other planets and the Moon that must be considered, as well as the angles these planets make to each other, the placement of the planets in the houses, asteroids, midpoints… All of these details are important in your sexual blueprint. So if you want the full picture about yourself and know the exact time you were born, go to http://astro.cafeastrology.com/natal.php to download your natal chart for free.

If you discover that your Sun and Mars are holding hands in the fifth house or that they’re opponents slugging it out across 180 degrees of separation and you don’t have a clue what it means, then you’ve got several choices. Take an astrology course, buy some books and study it on your own, or find an astrologer who can explain your chart to you. But one way or another, figure it out. After all, this is your sexuality we’re talking about and it doesn’t get much more personal than that.

Love & Sex

Ideally, love and sex should go together. But in astrology, they don’t. Venus is the babe of the zodiac, the representative of love and romance. She symbolizes our capacity to love and be loved, governs our ability to attract people with whom we’re compatible, expresses how we relate to people in intimate relationships, and determines our spontaneous attractions to others.

For a woman, Venus symbolizes her ability to form close bonds with other women and often indicates the qualities she’s looking for in a mate. For a man, Venus symbolizes the kind of woman he seeks. When two people share Venus/Mars or Venus/Sun contacts, the potential is great for a sexually satisfying and loving relationship. But even when they don’t share these contacts, compatibility factors often come into play through the elements and qualities of the respective signs.

So even though this book is primarily about the interactions between Mars and your Sun, there’s a section on the role that Venus plays in your sexual blueprint.

Everything you need to use this book and get the most out of it is included. The material is arranged by sun signs, with the Mars combinations described under each sign.

At the beginning of Part Two, there’s an inventory of your physical and sexual energy. I encourage you to read through it and see which of the statements apply to you. You’ll find a similar inventory at the beginning of Part Three. At the end of the first inventory, you’re asked to compose three questions about your physical and sexual energy. Throughout the course of the book, you’ll be answering these questions.

To find anyone’s natal Mars and Venus, go here. Select the century in which the person was born, the year, scroll down to the month, and select the day. Find the symbol for Venus—[image: http://www.cafeastrology.com/images/venus.gif] and then for Mars—[image: http://www.cafeastrology.com/images/mars.gif]—and note the sign.


Part One

The Players

“Why were the aliens in older science fiction movies always from Mars?”

—Megan MacGregor


1

Apollo & Friends

To the ancient Greeks and Romans, Apollo was the god of light, responsible for the ripening of fruit and the blossoming of the land. He was also considered to be the god of music, mathematics, healing, and of divination and prophecy. He had many sanctuaries and shrines where men could consult him about their own destinies, through his priestess intermediaries, but the most famous was the oracle of Delphi. A busy guy, this Apollo, the all-around god, good at everything he did.

Since many astrological meanings evolved from mythology, it’s not too surprising that Apollo is associated with the Sun. As the foundation of everything you embody in this lifetime, your Sun sign is the Apollo in your corner of the universe. It’s where you shine in your own life.

Let’s get specific. Let’s say you’re an Aquarian. What, exactly, does that mean? Your approach to life is primarily mental. You think your way through life. Your mind never shuts up. Internal chatter is your constant companion and it doesn’t matter where you are—on a date, at a funeral, at work, in your car, on vacation, asleep—that chatter is your constant companion. But it isn’t idle chatter. Not for Aquarius. This is the voice of your most intimate and private self and if you refuse to listen to this Self, you do so at your own peril.

As the visionary of the zodiac, you’re forever dissatisfied with the status quo and constantly seek to break through outmoded ways of thinking. Where another sign sees an obstacle, you spot opportunity and challenge. However, you can be utterly rigid about your beliefs and blind to your own rigidity. Me, rigid? Don’t be absurd. I’m right, you’re wrong, end of discussion. You rarely doubt the validity of your own beliefs and this resoluteness is your Apollo. 

The nature of Aquarius—and every other sign—is influenced by its element and its quality. The first classification reads like an elementary school science lesson: fire, earth, air, and water. Three signs go with each element and, to some extent, this classification helps explain why signs are compatible or incompatible sexually. The second classification describes how a sign uses energy: cardinal, fixed, and mutable. Four signs are assigned to each quality, one from each of the element groupings. This classification helps explain why there’s sexual chemistry between two signs who don’t seem to have much in common.

Elements

The fire signs—Aries, Leo, Sagittarius—tend to be impulsive and impatient, enthusiastic and dynamic. They’re the doers of the zodiac, action-oriented, usually aggressive in some way. They live spontaneously, may be sexually precocious, and are rarely shy about telling you what’s on their mind. You usually will know exactly where you stand with a fire sign. Boredom is anathema for these people and when they’re bored, they walk away without regrets or apologies.

The earth signs—Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn—are the pragmatists. They are grounded, stable, dependable, the ones who finish the job that the fire signs started. In this grouping fall the planners and strategists, people who are in for the long haul. They’re the architects of the zodiac who build everything from houses to novels to companies and vast fortunes. They can be deeply sensual and are usually loyal and committed to any relationship in which they get involved.

The air signs—Gemini, Libra, Aquarius—live in the mental realm. They’re consummate communicators, sociable, curious, and collect information the way other signs collect art or rare books. For them, sexual attraction begins in the mind. A potential lover may look like a Greek god or goddess, but if that person doesn’t communicate well, then air signs simply aren’t interested.

The water signs—Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces—feel and intuit their way through life. They’re nurturers, possess great compassion and terrific imaginations. They can be as sexually precocious as fire signs, but for different reasons. Where a fire sign is likely to follow the sexual whim of the moment, a water sign must be seduced emotionally. They’re among the most secretive of signs, these three, but once you win their trust, you are welcomed into their private, most intimate circles.

Qualities

Cardinal signs—Aries, Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn—are self-directed individuals. Many of them have a singular vision that prevails in their lives and they pursue it with a focused, dogged determination. They’re often initiators who break new ground.

They can be intensely passionate, according to the element that rules their sign, and when they get caught up in whirlwind sexual affairs, they live it as frenetically as their emotions allow.

Fixed signs—Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius—are persistent, with firm opinions and beliefs, and have an unshakable certainty in their own worth as individuals. Never argue with a fixed sign. They are notoriously stubborn and never give up a belief or an opinion without a fight.

They can be profoundly sensuous, but their sensuality isn’t confined to sex. It extends throughout their physical world, through an appreciation for everything the physical world has to offer. In relationships, they usually play for keeps, but when things don’t work out, they get out and keep moving forward.

Mutable signs—Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces—are known for their adaptability. It’s their primary survival tool. They often are seekers of one kind or another, but don’t always know what they’re looking for. That’s okay, too. They’re flexible and go with the flow.

Their sexuality is often predicated on variety and diversity. That doesn’t mean they’re more promiscuous than other signs, only that routine is as anathema to them as boredom is to an Aries.

Themes

Recently, a divorced friend who is also an astrologer, signed up for one of the Internet matchmaking services. She filled out an exhaustive profile about herself—likes, dislikes, job, marital status, children, aspirations, date of birth. When interested parties contact her, one of the first things she asks for is the man’s birth specific birth information—date, time, and place of birth. Then she draws up the man’s birth chart and compares it to her own. She’s a Leo, so she knows that on a Sun sign level, she’s most compatible with another fire sign or with an air sign. But because she’s also an astrologer, she looks for other points of contact, beginning with Mars and Venus, and then calls me and we commiserate.

“I don’t know about this,” she says. “The chart says he’s a workaholic.”

“But look at that Venus. This guy’s a true romantic. And hey, his Mars hits your Venus. It doesn’t get any better than that.”

“But he’s a Scorpio,” she moans. “They’re so secretive. He’s probably got four other women on the side.”

And this is where Sun sign themes come in. Astrologers often use keywords or themes for the signs that help to define their broad patterns. If one of my clients asks for me to look for creative elements in her birth chart, then I use Sun sign themes that are tailored for creativity. If a client asks me to look for intuitive or psychic elements in his chart, the theme addresses that. This kind of variety is possible with Sun signs precisely because they are our primary archetypes.

In terms of creativity, an Aries is a pioneer; in terms of sexuality, Aries is The Initiator. Take a look at the table to find your sign’s sexual theme.




	Table 1-1—Sexual themes





	Sun Sign


	Date


	Sexual Theme





	Aries


	March 21-April 19


	The Initiator





	Taurus


	April 20-May 20


	The Sensualist 





	Gemini


	May 21-June 21


	The Chameleon 





	Cancer


	June 22-July 22


	The Intuitive





	Leo


	July 23-August 22


	The Creative





	Virgo


	August 23-September 22


	The Analyst





	Libra


	September 23-October 22


	The Romantic





	Scorpio


	October 23-November 21


	The Powerful 





	Sagittarius


	November 22-December 21


	The Optimist 





	Capricorn 


	December 22-January 19


	The Achiever





	Aquarius


	January 20-February 18


	The Individualist 





	Pisces


	February 19-March 20 


	The Empath







 

Table 1-1—Sexual theme

Sun Sign–Date–Sexual Theme

Aries–March 21-April 19–The Initiator

Taurus–April 20-May 20–The Sensualist 

Gemini–May 21-June 21–The Chameleon 

Cancer–June 22—July 22–The Intuitive

Leo–July 23-August 22–The Creative

Virgo–August 23-September 22–The Analyst

Libra–September 23-October 22–The Romantic

Scorpio–October 23-November 21–The Powerful 

Sagittarius–November 22-December 21–The Optimist 

Capricorn –December 22-January 19–The Achiever

Aquarius–January 20-February 18–The Individualist 

Pisces–February 19-March 20 –The Empath

Rulerships

Midnight Express was both a book and a movie about what happens to a young American man in the sixties who is busted for drugs in Turkey, lives through the horror of a Turkish prison, and ultimately breaks out and rides to freedom on the Midnight Express.

What I remember most about this movie is that I came away from it understanding what an astrological rulership means. In the broadest sense, this is a story about addiction (Neptune), its consequences (Saturn), in a foreign country (Jupiter). The violence (Mars) is counteracted by the power of an individual’s desire for freedom at any cost (Uranus).

Ever since, the connection between story and astrology is the first thing I recognize when I read a book, watch a movie, or listen to someone relate an experience. It’s the first thing I recognize when I experience something I know I’ll remember.

Here’s the scene. Early 2000s. My husband, daughter, and I are on our way into Atlanta on I-20 in mid-July. It’s a family vacation, we’re going to visit my sister and my dad. We’ve got our dog and bird with us, a laptop, a huge cooler, pillows, too much stuff. We can’t seem to travel lightly.

Suddenly, the van—a 1998 Windstar—sounds like it has a chronic and possibly fatal disease. Goop is smeared across the rear window. The dog abruptly sits up, attentive, apparently aware that something not good is going on. The bird begins to squawk. My husband, who is driving, pulls off to the shoulder of the road. A nasty smell now permeates the air inside the van. I really hate the sound the engine makes when he turns it off.

There is a surreal moment when no one speaks, when we just look at each other, the engine ticking importantly in the silence. I glance back at all our stuff and cringe. We are seventy miles from Atlanta, it’s the height of rush hour traffic, and trucks—very large trucks—are whizzing past us so fast that the van shakes and shudders. It’s 103 degrees outside. We have a cell phone, great. We have a triple A card, double great. Get busy.

Forty minutes later, help is on the way.

Two hours later, help arrives.

The verdict sure isn’t good. Way down deep in the heart of the engine, the aorta exploded. Transmission blew. And the nearest place we can be towed is twenty miles back, a rural spot no larger than a punctuation mark on the map. The bird, now traumatized, crawls into the little hut in her cage and goes to sleep. The dog growls as she sits between Megan and me in the back seat of the tow truck.

We finally arrive at my sister’s place around nine that night. I’m hungry enough to start gnawing on the floor. We don’t have a car. We’re supposed to be in North Carolina in two days.

The next day, we learn what a new transmission will cost. We learn that when you’re in a town no larger than a punctuation mark, the part that you need won’t arrive until you’re already due home. The van is, as they say, a lost cause, a corpse. We have to buy another car. We learn that you’re not in a good bargaining position when your van is towed into CarMax with transmission oil smeared across the rear window. 

The good news about this story is that we were able to finish our vacation and both the dog and the bird survived the trauma. In astrological terms, this story is all about Mars (spewed oil, a blown transmission). But it also involves other planets—Mercury (a car trip), in which the unexpected happens (Uranus) to the engine, resulting in a blown transmission, and the purchase of another car.

Practically any event you can imagine, any object, disease, and emotion is ruled by a planet. And so is every sign. The nature of the ruling planet heavily influences the nature of the astrological sign. Take Aquarians. One of the reasons they are visionary individualists is because their sign is ruled by Uranus, the planet that symbolizes genius, sudden and unexpected events, rebellion, eccentricity, and originality. Ever wondered about the temper of an Aries? Blame its ruler, Mars, which governs not only sexuality, but war, the military, and fire.

Rulerships have changed over the centuries. Up until the late 1700s, Saturn was believed to be the outermost planet in the solar system. This presented a thorny issue in terms of rulerships. With only seven planets and twelve signs, there weren’t enough planets to go around, so some planets were assigned rulership to two signs. Then in 1781, British astronomer William Herschel discovered Uranus and the neat, closed system that astrologers had worked with for centuries was blown apart.

Herschel called the planet George’s Star, in honor of the king, but mythology won out. The planet became Uranus, son of Gaea, Mother Earth, and astrologers scrambled to figure out where Uranus fit in the cosmic theme of things. By the mid-1800s, they still hadn’t figured it out and along came the discovery of Neptune. Then, in 1930, astronomer Clyde Tombaugh discovered Pluto, another wrench in the astrological works.

Tombaugh was actually looking for Planet X, which he and other astronomers believed existed because of the unexplained fluctuations in the orbits of Uranus and Neptune. He never found Planet X, and data from the Voyager 2 proves that it never existed. Instead, we got Pluto, a planet whose light is so dim that it seems almost etheric.

These three planets are called transpersonal. They are invisible to the naked eye and because they move so slowly, they affect large numbers of people. Uranus takes seven years to move through a single sign, Neptune takes fourteen. Pluto, the snail of the zodiac, can take as long as thirty. An entire generation, then, may be born under the same sign of Pluto.

With the discovery of this unlikely trio, the rulerships were rearranged. Uranus was assigned rulership of Aquarius, Neptune was given rulership over Pisces, and Pluto was assigned to Scorpio. Now, however, astrologers may be facing another thorn, another dichotomy: the discovery of yet another planet.

Beginning in the 1980s, computer simulations of the solar system’s early formation suggested that a string of debris—called the Kuiper Belt—might exist beyond Neptune. In 1992, astronomers discovered an object 150-miles wide that they named 1992QB1. Since then, nearly 600 objects have been spotted in the Kuiper Belt. In June 2002, two astronomers discovered an object that is 800 miles in diameter, about half the size of Pluto, adding fuel to the debate about whether Pluto is really even a planet. This new discovery, called Quaoar in honor of the creation god of the Tongva tribe, is about a billion miles from Pluto and four billion miles from Earth. It’s the most distant object in our solar system to be discovered.

Whether it’s a planet or not is almost beside the point. As telescopes become more powerful, it seems possible that more objects will be found in the Kuiper Belt and one or some of them may be proven to be actual planets. Many astrologers already work with a hypothetical planet called Transpluto—beyond Pluto—that is believed to influence human affairs in much the same way as Pluto.

The bottom line? Astrology, like man, is still evolving.

In the table that follows, the primary ruler of a sign is listed first. When you understand something about the planet that rules your Sun sign, the nature of the sign becomes much clearer.




	Table 2-1—Planetary Rulers





	Sign


	Planetary Ruler


	Keywords for Planets 





	Aries


	Mars


	Physical & sexual energy, aggression, war, individualism, action, the military, fires, fevers, passion, rage, surgery





	Taurus


	Venus


	Love, romance, women, the arts and artists, sense of touch, pleasure, music, musicians, and musical instruments





	Gemini


	Mercury


	Communication, conscious mind, siblings, messages, short-distance travel, contracts, education and teachers, writers





	Cancer


	Moon


	Emotions, intuition, mom or the nurturing parent, the feminine, yin, prophecy, water, oceans, tides, the holistic mind





	Leo


	Sun


	Ego, self, father or authoritarian parent, children, vitality, power, fame, willpower, prosperity





	Virgo


	Mercury


	Same as Gemini section





	Libra


	Venus


	Same as Taurus section





	Scorpio


	Pluto, Mars


	Transformation, regeneration, death, rebirth, afterlife, redemption, atomic energy, detectives, pseudonyms, the collective mind





	Sagittarius


	 Jupiter


	Expansion, luck, success, higher mind, foreign travel, countries, people, spiritual beliefs, your worldview, excess





	Capricorn


	Saturn


	Responsibility, discipline, limitations, physical life, karma, authority, father, ambitions, serious outlooks on life





	Aquarius


	Uranus


	Individuality, your genius, rebellion, disruption, sudden and unexpected change, freedom, inventions and inventors, explosives and explosions





	Pisces


	Neptune, Jupiter


	Illusion, your visionary self, psychic, the unconscious, inspiration, escapism, addictions, journeys by water, telepathy and other psychic abilities







 

Table 2-1—Planetary Rulers

Sign–Planetary Ruler–Keywords for Planets 

Aries–Mars–Physical & sexual energy, aggression, 

war, individualism, action, the military,

fires, fevers, passion, rage, surgery

Taurus–Venus–Love, romance, women, the arts and

artists, sense of touch, pleasure, music,

musicians, and musical instruments

Gemini–Mercury–Communication, conscious mind, siblings,

messages, short-distance travel,

contracts, education and teachers, writers

Cancer–Moon–Emotions, intuition, mom or the nurturing

parent, the feminine, yin, prophecy, water,

oceans, tides, the holistic mind

Leo–Sun–Ego, self, father or authoritarian parent,

children, vitality, power, fame, willpower,

prosperity

Virgo–Mercury–Same as Gemini section

Libra–Venus–Same as Taurus section

Scorpio–Pluto, Mars–Transformation, regeneration, death,

rebirth, afterlife, redemption, atomic

energy, detectives, pseudonyms, the

collective mind

Sagittarius– Jupiter–Expansion, luck, success, higher mind,

foreign travel, countries, people, spiritual

beliefs, your worldview, excess

Capricorn–Saturn–Responsibility, discipline, limitations,

physical life, karma, authority, father,

ambitions, serious outlooks on life

Aquarius–Uranus–Individuality, your genius, rebellion,

disruption, sudden and unexpected

change, freedom, inventions and

inventors, explosives and explosions

Pisces–Neptune, Jupiter–Illusion, your visionary self, psychic,

the unconscious, inspiration, escapism,

addictions, journeys by water, telepathy

and other psychic abilities

Natal Versus Transits

When I started studying astrology, in the dark ages before the Internet, there weren’t many books on the topic. The fact that I was an American living in South America further limited my choices. Our school library carried one book on astrology and the only American bookstore in Caracas didn’t do much better. Once we moved back to the U.S., things were only marginally better. It seemed that the few books I ran across were written for other astrologers, in a language no more comprehensible to me than Greek.

Today, of course, you can peg the word astrology into any search engine and come up with millions of entries. Some are technical, some are not. Some are informative, others confuse. Even though there are only two broad concepts of astrology—Western and Eastern—there are many sub-categories. In this book, we’re dealing with a narrow focus of natal astrology and are concerned with only two planets—the Sun and Mars—and the signs they were in when you were born. When I refer to a sexuality blueprint, I’m referring to your Sun/Mars combination.

A newspaper horoscope is predictive astrology. It’s based on the daily movement of the planets—their transits—and how they affect your Sun sign. But when an astrologer makes predictions for a client, the transits are interpreted for the entire natal chart, not just the Sun sign. So even though your Sun in Aries and your Mars in Sagittarius give you passion and fire, that doesn’t mean your passion and fire are always hot.

As the Sun and Mars move through your natal horoscope, new energies are born. Your natal Mars in Capricorn may be hit by transiting Pluto in Capricorn. Your Sun is hit by transiting Mercury in Libra. Your Venus is hit by transiting Jupiter in Virgo. Each of these hits means something. Each transiting planet acts upon the natal blueprint in some way and is manifested as an experience: your car breaks down, you get a new pet, you fall in love, you have a one-night fling with a stranger, you win the lottery, your marriage collapses, your son leaves home. These transits unfold in a particular way and a story emerges.

Then there’s prediction by progression, by solar returns and lunar returns and by eclipses and… You get the idea. Even though your fundamental sexuality blueprint remains, it isn’t static. The transits Mars makes throughout a given year will impact your natal chart in some way and alter your sexual impulses and needs. You can look up these various transits of Mars and read the appropriate entries in the section on combinations. Even though the combinations refer to natal planets, the definitions of the transits are basically the same, but last only for the duration of the transit.
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Mars, Risings, Houses

Mars has been a part of our collective imagination and of popular culture for more than a century, beginning with H.G. Wells’s War of the Worlds in 1897. The story idea is simple. Mars is dying and the Martians flee their world and plan to take over Earth and all its resources. They attack London first and their powerful weapons—a heat ray and a toxic black smoke—seem to ensure their victory. But they’re defeated by germs. Earth germs.

In 1911, Edgar Rice Burroughs wrote A Princess on Mars, the first of eleven novels about the red planet. In the books, the protagonist, John Carter, is a confederate Civil War veteran who ends up being transported to Mars and, over the course of the novels, settles into a life there. He marries, gets involved in Martian politics, fights for what’s right.

In 1951, Ray Bradbury’s Martian Chronicles, the Martian as invader is given a new twist. Human settlers arrive on Mars and the Martians are killed by the bacteria that the humans bring with them. But we care deeply about the Martians in Bradbury’s classic because they are beautiful people of an ancient civilization. 

Then, in 1961, along came Robert Heinlein with A Stranger in a Strange Land, about a human born on Mars, the only survivor of the first manned space mission to the planet. The protagonist, Valentine Michael Smith, is raised and educated by Martians, then is returned to Earth when he’s a young man with the sensibilities of a human, the perspective of an alien, and incredible psychic powers.

In 2014, author Andy Weir’s novel, The Martian, was published and in October 2015 became a movie with Matt Damon. The protagonist, Mark Watney, isn’t a Martian, though. He’s an American astronaut in 2035 who is stranded on Mars and has to survive long enough to be picked up by the next Mars mission in four years.

In terms of TV, there was My Favorite Martian and in film, a host of many forgettable movies. An exception was Total Recall, based on a Philip K. Dick short story, in which Arnold Schwarzenegger plays a man haunted by suppressed memories—specifically, journeys to Mars. The story has all the complex hallmarks of Philip K. Dick’s fiction—paranoia, duplicity, deep and powerful secrets, and plenty of corrupt bad guys. The ending takes place on Mars, when atmospheric gases and water are freed from deep within the planet’s rocks.

Part of our fascination with Mars is that it bears some similarities to Earth and may have been habitable at one time in the past—and may be in the future. In fact, in the 1980s, Joe McMoneagle, a remote viewer in the government’s Stargate program, was asked to remote-view Mars one million years in the past. Joe didn’t know that was the target, though. He was simply handed a sealed envelope with the target inside.

His reading is fascinating and suggests that Mars was once inhabited. As the surface of the planet deteriorated due to volcanism, impacts by asteroids and meteors and other celestial bodies, by violent movements in its crust, and by great cyclonic dust storms that frequently swallow the entire planet, search parties were sent out to find other habitable planets. The being Joe saw in his remote view were very tall and thin and had been left behind to hold down the fort.

The polar ice caps on Mars grow and recede, like ours, with the change of seasons. Near the poles, the layered soil indicates that the planet’s climate has changed more than once. Its ancient volcanoes, once powered from the heat of the Martian core, rise against the starkness with a kind of fierce purity. The largest volcano, Olympus Mons, is seventeen miles high and may be the largest in the solar system. There’s also a titanic canyon about the size of the distance between New York and L.A.

Thanks to the Mars Odyssey spacecraft, it’s now believed that billions of years ago, Mars was inundated by the largest floods in the solar system. No one knows where all that water went, but the Mars Odyssey detected substantial quantities of water mixed into the soil about three feet down, near the Martian south pole.

So far, the mystery about water on Mars hasn’t been solved. How much is frozen in the polar ice caps? How much of it may be locked in ice beneath the red surface? The answers may hold vital information not only about the Martian past, but about the formation of Earth and other planets in the solar system.

On a clear night at certain times of the year, you can walk outside after dark and glimpse Mars in the sky, a speck of rose-tinted light between 56,000,000 and 399,000,000 kilometers from Earth. Its diameter is a little more than half that of Earth, the length of a Martian day is 24.6 Earth hours, a Martian year is 1.88 Earth years, and gravity on the surface is about a third of Earth’s. The atmosphere is unbreathable. Ninety-five percent of it consists of carbon dioxide. It has two moons, both so small that they may not be moons at all, just rock that has gotten trapped in the planet’s gravitational pull. They are named after the two squires who served Ares, the Greek god of war: Phobos—which means fear—and Deimos—panic.

Mars in Astrology

To the ancient Greeks, he was Ares, a savage god who was little more than a bloodthirsty son of a bitch. In the Iliad, Zeus says it like he sees it, that he finds Ares, his son, completely odious because he enjoyed nothing but “strife, war, and battles.” And on Olympus, he was intensely disliked for his blind violence and brutality.

This theme is beautifully illustrated in the movie Gladiator. Times are brutal and brute strength is held in such high esteem that the populace turns out to watch men kill each other in the stadium. Not surprisingly, Aries Russell Crowe won as Oscar for that performance. Now skip ahead a couple thousand years. In Running Man, one of the novellas that Stephen King wrote as Richard Bachman, this same theme is repeated, but now the protagonist (Arnold Schwarzenegger) is running for his life on national TV and surviving by his wits and brute strength. Same theme, different century.

But aggression, survival, and war are only one side of Mars. The Greek side. On the Roman side, he was called by the name we know him—Mars. He was first and foremost the god of agriculture, the protector of cattle, the preserver of corn, and is associated with the woodpecker, the horse, and the wolf. As the husband of Rhea Silvia, a vestal virgin, he fathered Romulus and Remus, who were suckled by a wolf.

The connection between Mars and sex probably came about as a result of Ares’s affair with the goddess Aphrodite. She was married to a cripple, Hephaestus, and compared to him, Ares was handsome, dashing, courageous— all the things the Olympians looked for in a mate. Ares, of course, took advantage of the situation and their lustful encounters on the “marriage couch” became well known to the other gods when Hephaestus ensnared the adulterous couple in an invisible net.

Since we are complex beings, our sexual blueprints are usually a mix of energies. Movies like 50 Shades of Gray, 9½ Weeks, Last Tango in Paris, and Anais Nin’s Henry and June, Nin’s take on her relationship with both Henry Miller and his wife, June, are a blend of Mars and Pluto (obsession). Erotic fiction such as Too Much Temptation or Never Too Much by Lori Foster, or romantic fiction, like Behind Closed Doors by Shannon McKenna, are a blend of Mars and Venus.

However, the blend of Mars and the Sun, as your primary archetype, describes the details of your sexual blueprint: your physical energy; your survival instincts; your sexual insecurities and strengths, your capacity for intimacy and gratification; for sensuality and commitment; how you use your emotional energy in sex and your ability to pursue what you want in life. Let’s see how this works in practice.

Magician and escape artist Harry Houdini was an Aries Sun/Mars in Taurus combination. Born Erich Weiss in Hungary in 1874, he was the middle son of five boys. His family moved to America to flee anti-Semitism and eventually settled in New York by way of Wisconsin and Milwaukee. He had three loves in is life—magic, his mother, and his wife, Bess.

Houdini met Bess while performing at a children’s party when he was twenty and she was just sixteen. Bess, the story goes, was infatuated with Houdini and approached him after the performance and told him that she liked him. His response: “Enough to marry me?” They were married several weeks later and the marriage endured for thirty-two years, until Houdini’s death. According to Houdini’s biographer, there’s speculation that the marriage was never consummated because Houdini had placed Bess on a pedestal. Given Houdini’s Sun/Moon combination, I find this difficult to believe.

The Aries Sun/Taurus Moon combination is sensual, passionate, with a capacity for great intimacy and commitment. It confers enormous physical endurance and energy, a pioneering spirit, profound survival instincts, an iron will. We know that Houdini certainly was a pioneer as an escape artist and magician, that he was athletic from a young age, and that he was a perfectionist in his work. He exhibited patience and great attention to detail in planning his acts. Houdini’s preoccupation with death is also well known. His survival instincts were so profound that he seemed to think if he could defy death often enough in his acts, he ultimately would defeat it.

What we know of Houdini’s life and personality seem so attuned to the energy of his Sun/Mars combination that it strikes me as highly unlikely he would deviate from that energy in terms of his sexuality.

Using the Combinations

The 144 Sun/Mars combinations in the next section pertain to natal signs. If you’re comparing your combinations to another person’s to find out how compatible you might be, keep a couple of basics in mind. The elements play a large part in sexual and romantic compatibility. If you have a Leo Sun /Virgo Mars (fire/earth) combination and your significant other has a Libra Sun/Pisces Mars (air/earth) combination, then you should be sexually compatible. Elements that are the same work well together, too, such as two Suns in water signs, for example.

If your Suns are compatible in terms of elements, but your respective Mars signs are not, the relationship isn’t doomed! It simply means that you have different approaches to sex. Liz Taylor and Richard Burton were an interesting example of this. She had a Pisces Sun and a Mars in Pisces; Burton had a Scorpio Sun and a Mars in Libra. Their Mars signs were at odds, but both their Suns were in water signs.

If you’re looking for an indicator of overall romantic and sexual compatibility, then check out the Venus signs, too. If you’re a man, then look for the sign of the other person’s Venus; if you’re a woman, pay attention to the sign of his Mars. The same rules apply in terms of elements. If the woman’s Mars and the man’s Venus are compatible, then sparks fly, according to the nature of the respective signs. Another compatible pairing occurs when the man’s Venus is compatible with the woman’s Sun or the woman’s Mars is compatible with the man’s Sun. Actress Susan Sarandon, for example, has a Libra Sun; her significant other, Tim Robbins, has Venus in Libra.

These contacts are important, but are only part of the picture
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