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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU start a fire you can’t quench?

I thought Hunter wasn’t the relationship kind of guy. He was too hot, too sexy and bad boy written all over his handsome face and muscular tattooed body. He was also at least 10 years younger than me.

And the son of my boss.

Flash forward to a break-up that never should have been a relationship in the first place. I still see Hunter from time to time and it’s awkward as hell. Maybe dating someone more my age, more my type is what I’ve needed all along.

But can I let go of the flame that burned so hot? Can Hunter move on? 

[image: image]

Contents

Dirty Little Taboo Series

Find Lexy Timms:

Denying Pleasure Blurb

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Chapter 26

Chapter 27

Chapter 28

Forbidding Desire Book 3

Dirty Little Taboo Series

Find Lexy Timms:

FREE READS?

More by Lexy Timms:

[image: image]
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1

[image: ]


Monique

––––––––
[image: ]


HUNTER PUT HIS ARM around my shoulders and pulled me tighter against him. He kissed me on the forehead.

“What did I do to deserve you?” he asked.

I smiled at him. “You got drunk at the bar and took home someone way out of your league.”

Hunter laughed. “You’re definitely out of my league,” he said. “Thank you for tonight. My parents really appreciate it.”

I nodded. I didn’t think his parents would be so positive about my relationship with Hunter. I had really thought they would hate me. But Jack thought I was the best employee at Morris Enterprises, promising me all kinds of raises. And Donna often called me so that we could have lunch together.

And now, with Jack retiring, with Hunter taking over the company, I had organized the retirement party for Jack that had been a complete and total surprise.

And they loved it.

“I love you, do you know that?” Hunter asked, turning to me.

I nodded. “You tell me at least once a day.”

“Then I don’t tell you nearly enough,” Hunter said, and dipped his head to kiss me. My toes curled and I melted into my panties. Being with Hunter was the best thing that had ever happened to me. I had gotten my happy ending and it had come from somewhere completely unexpected.

I had never been this happy.

I sat up in bed and cursed. How many times was I going to have the same stupid dream? How long was my brain going to hold onto a picture of Hunter that was never going to happen? It had been two months since Hunter had asked me to be his girlfriend again, and I had rejected him. Two whole months. That coming after we’d had a whirlwind romance that ended up meaning nothing.

He would think I was over it by now. But no, even though I force myself not to think about him, even though I was on my own two feet and continuing my life the way I wanted, I couldn’t stop dreaming about him.

Dammit. It pissed me off that I couldn’t get away from him.

I should never have slept with him. When I had gone to confront him about his feelings for me, we had ended up sleeping together. That was what prompted him to ask me to date him again. I said no and I was glad that I’d done it. He had been shocked and confused. I understood why, I shouldn’t have sex with him at all. Then I had made a choice, I had put myself first. So I was living my best life now. Without a man to complete me.

So why the hell was I still thinking about him?

What bothered me the most was that I obviously had some twisted cliché version of a happily ever after, if this was what I kept dreaming. That Jack and Donna liked me, that Hunter took over the company, and that I was there for him.

Everything that never happened. Everything that never would.

I climbed out of bed and walked to the bathroom, turning the shower on. I stripped out of my clothes and climbed underneath the hot spray, letting it boil me. My skin went red and steam filled the bathroom.

After my too-hot shower, I started getting ready for work.

Working at Mortech was great. I loved what I did. Everyone at the office was so much more relaxed than they had been at Morris Enterprises, and even though it was a little circle of gossip, I felt like I fit in.

Dave was great, too. A good boss, even though he couldn’t always stop talking.

After working for Dave for a month, I had given up my lease and moved across town. The new apartment was great, much bigger for a better price, and the commute to work was less time-consuming. I liked being closer to work, and I liked having more time to myself because of this. And I liked this apartment, too.

The downside was that I didn’t see Taylor as often as I used to. We were further away from each other now. I would have popped by the Starbucks to talk to her about my dream if I had been able to, but I had to do without. Instead, I made instant coffee in my own kitchen and ran out the door to miss peak hour traffic.

I was glad to go to work. But it wasn’t because I enjoyed my job so much today, as it was the fact that I was upset about the dream. I had a tight fist of nerves in my stomach, and I felt nauseous. I wanted to throw up all the leftover emotions.

At least I wouldn’t have to see Hunter at the office. He only came in once a week, and even if he was in the same building as I was, I barely saw him around. He was leaving me alone, thank goodness. I didn’t know if I would have been able to handle it if I saw him more often, if he insisted on being in my face.

When I arrived in the office, I walked to the kitchen to make a cup of coffee.

Cynthia and Dorothy were there, both much older than me, both of them always up on all the gossip.

“I heard he’s coming back this week,” Cynthia said. She was a large woman, very confident in herself, and more than happy to share whatever she heard. Her lips were a dark red and her black hair had been cut shorter again, a pixie cut that belonged on someone much younger, but that she insisted on wearing, anyway.

“Really? I heard it’s not for another month,” Dorothy said. She was a small old lady, frail and a little deaf. But despite her elderly appearance, she didn’t miss a thing and she was one of the most resilient employees of the company.

Even if she was old enough to be Dave’s mother.

“Who are we talking about?” I asked.

“Aaron Rush,” Cynthia said to me. She opened her mouth to give me more information, but Dave came into the kitchen.

“Good morning ladies,” he said, with a broad smile, patting both Cynthia and Dorothy on the shoulder. “I trust everything is well? Good. Monique, come with me?”

Without waiting for a response, he left the kitchen.

Cynthia raised her eyebrows. Dorothy pulled up a shoulder at me when I looked at her. I wondered what this was about, but I wasn’t worried about going to Dave’s office and find out. It wasn’t like it had been when Jack had summoned me.

When I arrived at Dave’s office, the door was open and he beckoned me in.

“Sit down, sit down,” he said, leaning back in the office chair that struggled to support his weight. “I’ve been waiting for you all morning.”

“I’m not late, am I?” I asked, even though I knew I was perfectly on time.

“Nonsense,” Dave said. “You’re not in any kind of trouble. I just wanted to check in with you and see how things are going. It’s been two months, now. Are you happy here? Being treated well? We really enjoy having you around.”

I nodded. “I’m very happy here. It’s been nothing but pleasure coming into work every day, and everyone makes me feel so at home.”

Dave smiled and nodded, satisfied. “I’m glad. You’re doing great, I’m only hearing good things. Good things, Monique. That’s the kind of impression you want to make. You’re already making a name for yourself, and I like it.”

“Thank you, Dave,” I said.

He waved his hand. “If you carry on like this, you might be eligible for new opportunities opening up here.”

“New opportunities?” I asked.

Dave smiled, a glint in his eye.

“You just stick around and watch this space, my dear. I think you’re going to like working for us very much.”

I smiled. I knew that Dave wanted me to pry, and I was curious, but I wasn’t going to play his game today.

“Well, I better get to my office,” I said.

Dave’s face fell a little and he sighed. “Yes, so it is. Work calls, doesn’t it? People to see, decisions to make, all that muck.”

I smiled and nodded.

“Okay, off with you then,” he said, waving his hand to dismiss me.

Standing, I left the office. I liked it when Dave got theatrical. He likes making a scene, and fussing about things. I didn’t know what he had meant by ‘new opportunities,’ but I knew a secret didn’t last very long in the company, and I would find out soon enough if there was anything behind it. Even if there was nothing behind it at all. Everyone talked, around here.

Settling down behind the desk in my office, I started working. I didn’t have any appointments today, but I had a lot of admin work to catch up on. It allowed me to forget about Hunter and my dream, and for everything to go back to normal. After all, this was my life, now. And I loved it.

After work, I was in a better mood. But I was still thinking about Hunter, and it irritated me. I dialed Taylor’s number.

“Hey, can you have a couple of drinks with me?” I asked.

“Oh, I wish I could, but I have a couple coming in about 10 minutes. By the time that’s done, I’ll need to turn in for tomorrow.”

I nodded and made small talk for a bit before ending the call.

Someone knocked on my door and Mark popped his head in.

“Are you busy?” He asked.

I shook my head. “Not nearly as busy as I need to be to get my mind to shut up.”

Mark made a face, an exaggerated expression of surprise, and walked into the office. Perched on the edge of the chair across from my desk, he smiled. “Tell me everything.”

I giggled. Mark was the HR manager in the firm, and about as gay as they came. He had class, unapologetically being exactly who he was and no one else.

During the time I had worked here, we had talked about our personal lives quite a bit. It was more fun to discuss these things with him than it was with Taylor sometimes.

“I’ve just been hung up on that ex of mine I told you about,” I said.

I had told Mark about Hunter, but I hadn’t given him a name.

“Dreams again?” Mark asked.

I nodded. “It’s getting irritating, if you ask me.”

“I wish you would tell me more about him, or at least show me a photo. If you’re not going to take him, perhaps I can.”

Laughing, I leaned back in my chair. “Can you keep a secret?”

“No,” Mark admitted.

I laughed again.

“But I can try. And I’m dying of curiosity.”

“It’s Hunter,” I said. “The guy I dated before.”

Mark looked at me, his jaw dropping with shock.

“Are you fucking with me?”

I laughed again and shook my head. 

“Well, now I understand why you’re struggling so much to forget about him. Can you spell ‘eye candy?’ Talk about hottie.”

“It’s not a big deal,” I said.

Mark turned his head to the side, eyes squeezed close. His hands were on his knees, pressed together. “Don’t even say that to me. It’s the biggest deal, ever. We have to go out for a couple of drinks and discuss this in detail.”

I grabbed my bag. “You just tell me where and I’m there. I could use a stiff drink.”

“Don’t say stuff like that in front of me, you know I’ll only think dirty things,” Mark said.

We both laughed and left my office.
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ON TUESDAY MORNING, my head hurt. Mark and I hadn’t gone all out, drinking ourselves into a stupor or anything, but even two glasses of wine was enough to make me feel it.

More like two glasses of headache.

I came into the office and Mark was already there, winking at me as he walked past to his office. I walked to the kitchen to get myself the strongest cup of black coffee I could find.

“He’s coming today!” Cynthia said to Megan, a girl from the mailroom.

“Really?” She asked. “I thought it wasn’t for a couple of weeks.”

“Are we talking about that guy again?” I asked.

Cynthia and Megan both looked at me and nodded.

“Aaron,” Cynthia said. “He’s the head of the ‘dev ops’ team and he’s always travelling for Dave, running all over the country to make things happen. We never get to see him, but I hear his trip has been cut short. Davie’s calling him back for some kind of announcement.”

I poured black coffee from the machine into a cup and blew on the top, looking at Cynthia from across the room.

“What announcement?” I asked.

Cynthia pulled up her shoulders. “Who knows? Davie’s being extremely secretive. You know how he gets.”

“Oh, what does some stupid announcement matter when there’s someone like Aaron,” Megan said. “He’s dashing, you know,” she said to me. “When he comes, you’ll see it. He’s like, charming. But not Hollywood hot, not really. It’s just that he makes you feel like you’re amazing and one-of-a-kind.”

“Sounds like a hunk,” I said dully.

Cynthia smiled. “I heard you and Mark went out for drinks last night. Feeling it a little bit, darling?”

How did everyone know everything around here? I didn’t bother to ask. It was always something along the lines of someone seeing us out, or Mark saying something himself, or Cynthia being able to smell it in the air or something. Nothing was sacred in this place.

“It was good to unwind,” I said. “I just wish I didn’t always have such a bad reaction to wine.”

Megan giggled. “You’re making it sound like an allergic reaction. You can decide not to drink it, you know.”

“Where’s the fun in that?” I asked.

We laughed.

“So, this Aaron guy,” I said, drawing the attention away from me again, “he really seems to be on everyone’s lips right now.”

Megan giggled. “Oh, I wish he would be on my lips.”

“Don’t talk like that,” Cynthia said, shaking her head. “Word will get back to him and then he’ll think you’re a tramp.”

Megan pulled up her shoulders. Apparently, everyone worried about who Aaron was and what he thought. And everyone thought very highly of him, too. It made me curious. Who was this guy, what was he like?

“So, coming back today then?” I asked.

Cynthia nodded. “For sure, I heard Dave talking to him earlier. And then you’ll get to meet him, too. You’ll love him right away, I promise you. Everyone does.”

I didn’t respond to that. I wasn’t so sure about it, either. It was just another guy, wasn’t it? And I wasn’t really on the lookout for a handsome Prince Charming right now.

After listening to the company gossip for a while longer, I walked to my office to try get some work done, even though I felt like I would rather sleep under my desk.

At lunchtime when I left my office, I heard a commotion. I walked to the lobby and almost everyone in the company stood in the middle of the waiting room, grouped together around someone. They were all talking over each other and in the middle someone laughed out loud. “Please, you guys, one a time. You act like I never come to the office anymore.”

“You don’t,” Mark called out.

I caught his eye and he came to me, grabbed me by the wrist and dragged me toward the group.

“Aaron,” he said, and the man in the middle looked at Mark immediately. “Let me introduce you to our newest family member. This is Monique.”

Aaron smiled at me, and I had to admit, I saw what everyone was going on about. Yeah, he wasn’t Hollywood hot. He didn’t look like Chris Hemsworth or Johnny Depp
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