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1. Foreword

[image: ]


Unbearable Burden Of Vengeance: Of Human Animals And Vacuum In The Israel-Hamas War

The October 7, 2023 surprise attack of Israel by the Palestinian militant organization Hamas in Gaza was the latest and most severe of the continuing war between the Israelis and the Palestinians over the last several decades.

It resulted in 1,400 deaths and large scale destruction in Israel. In addition, about 200 hostages were taken by Hamas to Gaza.

In response, Israel declared a total war to destroy Hamas, and started a relentless campaign of continuous aerial bombardment of the Gaza strip. This was followed by a massive invasion of Gaza by an overwhelming Israeli military force of several hundred thousand troops.

Within just three weeks of the start of the war, civilian death toll in Gaza has surpassed 8,000, with vast tracks of Gaza and housing estates and entire neighborhoods flattened and devastated.
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2. Vengeance And Recriminations
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This marks the start of terrible vengeance and severe recriminations on all sides involved in the conflict.

There were accusations and counter accusations.

The danger of all the venomous rhetoric from various parties threatens to plunge this terrible crisis into a bottomless abyss.
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3. Terrible Escalation
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In the process, many close allies of the two warring sides as well as the rest of the world are also being drawn into the fray, and are literally dragged through the mud.

There was a great danger of the war spiraling out of control and spreading to the whole region and beyond.

It is already creating a huge humanitarian disaster and great suffering for all the people involved.
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4. Human Animals
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In Israel's retaliation war against Hamas attack of 10/7, Israel’s Defense Minister Yoan Gallant sparked controversy by saying Israel was fighting “human animals.”

His words were echoed by Israeli Major General Ghassan Alian who said about Palestinians in Gaza that “human animals must be treated as such”.
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5. War And Vacuum
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UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said “It is important to also recognize the attacks by Hamas did not happen in a vacuum”.

He said. “The Palestinian people have been subjected to 56 years of suffocating occupation. They have seen their land steadily devoured by settlements and plagued by violence; their economy stifled; their people displaced and their homes demolished.”

His comments immediately set off a wave of outrage from Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen said the UN chief “failed the test” and that "After the October 7 massacre, there is no place for a balanced approach. Hamas must be erased off the face of the planet!”

Israel’s envoy to the UN Gilad Erdan called for UN Chief's resignation, saying Israel must rethink its relations with the world body. “We will refuse to grant visas to UN representatives.

“We have already refused to give one to under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, Martin Griffiths,” Erdan told Army Radio, accusing Guterres of justifying a slaughter. “It’s time to teach them a lesson.”
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6. Monsters
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At UN, Eli Cohen, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Israel, thanked USA for standing with Israel during its darkest hour.

He added that if all nations do not stand with Israel to “eliminate these monsters from the face of the Earth” after the most brutal and vicious terror attack in modern history, the United Nations will “have no moral justification to exist”.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

7. Historical Comparison
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It is poignant to compare this new line of rhetoric to Nazi's rhetoric in the Holocaust almost 80 years ago.

Nazi propaganda contained references to Jews as nonhuman animals (for example, rats and parasites), as well as criminals, enemies, and traitors.

Indeed, the Nazis perceived Jews as both human and subhuman at the same time and thus portrayed them as horrible monsters. And stripping Jews of their status as human beings helped Nazis facilitate the Holocaust.

Is Israel applying the same tactic against Palestinians?
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8. Ceasefire
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By the end of October, death toll in Gaza bombardment has surpassed 8,000. But Israeli prime minister Netanyahu rejected calls for ceasefire and said: "Calls for a ceasefire are a call for Israel to surrender to Hamas, to surrender to terrorism, to surrender to barbarism. That will not happen.”

How does inflicting total devastation on Gaza and killing over 8,000 people avenge the deaths of 1,400 people in Israel, and serve the cause of justice and security?

Indeed, if hunting down Nazi criminals for committing the holocaust in WW2 was not considered adequate, should greater punishment be inflicted on the wider German population?

In the same logic, should not the Hamas culprits of the 10/7 attack be similarly hunted down and brought to justice?

Apparently, bombing them and the people Gaza to smithereens with the mighty Israeli war machine is the appropriate response.
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9. The Hamas Problem
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As for Israel's determined new vendetta against Hamas, it is Ironic to note how Israeli's self-serving politics had played a major part in creating the Hamas problem.

The fact is that before this latest 10/7 war, prime minister Netanyahu had told his Likud colleagues in March 2019: “Anyone who wants to thwart the establishment of a Palestinian state has to support bolstering Hamas and transferring money to Hamas ... This is part of our strategy – to isolate the Palestinians in Gaza from the Palestinians in the West Bank.”
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