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Basic Park Information

What can I see and do in the park? Theodore Roosevelt National Park contains fantastic scenery, a wealth of recreation opportunities, and an abundant amount of easily seen wildlife including bison, prairie dogs, and deer. The park also allows you to learn more about Theodore Roosevelt and how the time he spent in the region contributed to his development as a person and conservationist. The most popular activities visitors pursue in the park include auto touring, hiking, horseback riding, camping, and photography.

Where is Theodore Roosevelt National Park? Theodore Roosevelt National Park is located in western North Dakota, near the Montana border, in a region known as the Little Missouri Badlands. It is divided into three units: South Unit, North Unit, and Elkhorn Ranch. The entrance to the South Unit is in the town of Medora, off Interstate 94. The entrance to the North Unit is about 50 miles north of I–94 on U.S. Highway 85, about 15 miles south of Watford City. The Elkhorn Ranch is between the South and North Units and can make for an exciting half-day adventure.

What is the state of North Dakota like? North Dakota is a sparsely populated state with an economy based primarily on agriculture. The state leads the nation in production of durum wheat, barley, flaxseed, canola, oats, and many other crops. Most of the state has a flat landscape, with the Badlands being a major exception. The state has a lot of wildlife and offers excellent opportunities for hunting and fishing. Theodore Roosevelt National Park is the state’s major tourist attraction. More information about the state and its attractions can be found online at www.ndtourism.com or in the Nearby Excursions and Recreation Opportunities chapter. One last thing to note: The people you will meet in North Dakota are some of the friendliest folks you will ever come across.

What are“badlands”? Badlands are areas where erosion of the landscape has created a varied landscape, generally defined by buttes, gullies, and inconsistent vegetation. The area of North Dakota now known as the Little Missouri Badlands, or Little Missouri River Badlands, was first referred to by the Lakota people as mako shika (bad land). French explorers put their own spin on the name, calling the area les mauvais terres à traverser (bad lands to travel across). The name has more or less stuck. Today what you see in the badlands are colorful buttes and a varied topography that offer a stark contrast to the flat plains found in the adjacent areas of North Dakota and Montana.

Are the Little Missouri River Badlands the same as those in South Dakota? When most Americans hear the word badlands, they think of Badlands National Park in South Dakota. All“badlands”by nature have been shaped by the forces of erosion over time. In general, in the North and South Dakota badlands you can see many of the same species of animals and plants. But while there are similarities between the North Dakota and South Dakota badlands, there are also some differences. I personally think that the South Dakota badlands look at lot more like a desert, with little in the way of living creatures easily apparent. As a friend of mine says,“It looks like someone left the faucet on and everything washed away.”I do not get that same feeling in the North Dakota badlands. North Dakota’s badlands seem much more lush and full of life. While there are probably few black-and-white technical differences between the two areas, I have not heard many people argue that these areas closely resemble each other in appearance.

How can I get to the park? Most visitors drive to Theodore Roosevelt National Park. There is currently not much in the way of public transportation available. You can take a Rimrock Stage Trailways bus to Medora, but at that point you would have to walk or rent a bicycle to get around. Amtrak train service is available in Williston, about an hour north of the North Unit. The closest airports to the park are located in Dickinson (forty-five minutes east of the South Unit), Williston (one hour north of the North Unit), Bismarck (two hours east of the South Unit), North Dakota, and Billings, Montana (four hours west of the South Unit).

Where can I stay? There are established campgrounds in both the South and North Units of the park. If you are looking for lodging or want to camp outside the park, Medora, Watford City, and other nearby














Appendix A
Additional Resources


Rather than simply giving you a list of books and Web sites, I thought I would provide you with a bit of commentary. Take from it what you will. The park’s bookstores sell many of the books I discuss, and a list can be found online at www.nps.gov/thro/tr_shop.htm. These bookstores are operated by the Theodore Roosevelt Nature & History Association—a nonprofit group that donates a major portion of its profits to park projects and programs.



Theodore Roosevelt

I have found more than twenty biographies of Theodore Roosevelt in libraries and online. Each author makes his or her own stance on some aspect of Roosevelt’s life or presidency. The most straightforward, chronological biography I have found is Nathan Miller’s Theodore Roosevelt: A Life. Just about any biography seems to have its strengths, though. I’ve looked at few that were bad or boring to read.

The history that we have of Roosevelt in the West is based on some facts and probably some fiction—or romanticized versions of truth. One of the best sources of information and stories is Hermann Hagedorn’s fun-to-read book, Roosevelt in the Badlands . Much of the information Hagedorn provides came from firsthand accounts supplied by Roosevelt and his contemporaries—making the accuracy of some of the stories in the book suspect but very rich and lively in their detail. Another good source is a fifty-one-page pamphlet published by the National Park Service with a similar title, Theodore Roosevelt and the Dakota Badlands . And of course, Theodore Roosevelt’s own writings provide firsthand accounts of his experiences in North Dakota and elsewhere.

The best online source for information about Theodore Roosevelt is the Theodore Roosevelt Association Web site (www.theodoreroosevelt.org). It’s fantastic.

I also want to mention one of the best books I’ve ever found about U.S. presidents: To the Best of My Ability: The American Presidents. I found it while visiting Jimmy Carter National Historic Site. Each president is succinctly covered in about four to six pages, with great photographs and interesting details. The book’s entries are a great resource and are written by many of the top historians of our time.





Theodore Roosevelt National Park

The place to start if you want to learn more about the park is by asking park staff members questions or by attending interpretive programs. If those options aren’t possible, or you’d rather learn on your own, then the standard park brochure, park newspaper, and Web site (www.nps.gov/thro) are full of information and good places to begin. I also suggest The Roadlog Guide to Theodore Roosevelt National Park or the popular Theodore Roosevelt National Park: the Story Behind the Scenery.





Native Americans

There are numerous books about Native Americans. Some focus on tribes that share cultural traits, while others talk about one tribe. I have read a lot of books about Native Americans, but few of those have specifically covered the tribes of North Dakota. One of the few books that comes to mind is Stephen Ambrose’s Lewis and Clark chronicle, Undaunted Courage. I seem to recall that it discusses the Mandan and Hidatsa with detail, but it probably is not the most thorough source. I suggest visiting the Three Affiliated Tribes Web site at www.mhanation.com or browsing other books for more information.





Wildlife

Each year, more and more books come out about wildlife. They seem to be improving all the time. I will make only one suggestion here: Buy the small pamphlet It’s A Prairie Dog’s Life if you want to get more information about prairie dogs. If you Google just about any animal on the Internet, you will get tons of pages of varying quality.





plants

Wildflowers, Grasses & Other Plants of the Northern Plains and Black Hills always worked well for me when I worked for the park and wanted to identify plants. No one plant guide seems to have it all, though: good illustrations, biological information, and interpretive information. I recommend flipping through the books the park sells and choosing one that you like.





Geology

Did you read the“Park Geology: Non-Drowsy Formula”sidebar? That probably tells you everything you need to know about my recommendations for geology books. Try the Geologic Story of the Great Plains, The Geology of Theodore Roosevelt National Park, or A Roadlog Guide to Theodore Roosevelt National Park.










Appendix B
National Forests, Monuments, Preserves, and Parks Designated by Theodore Roosevelt


During his presidency Theodore Roosevelt was responsible for conserving an extraordinary amount of land and resources. During his administration 150 national forests, 51 federal bird preserves, 18 national monuments, 5 national parks, and 4 federal wildlife preserves were created. He also initiated numerous conservation conferences and commissions as well as reclamation projects (irrigation projects). National Geographic estimates that Roosevelt is directly responsible for helping protect 230 million acres—an impressive amount of land.


Some of the places on the following list have changed in their designations over time and therefore might now have different names from those you see on the list. For example, Mount Olympus National Monument is now Olympic National Park. In addition, some of these locations are no longer preserves or are managed by state governments or other agencies. The dates when these preserves were created are also listed.


This information is provided and kindly reprinted courtesy of The Theodore Roosevelt Association, P.O. Box 719, Oyster Bay, NY 11771; www.theodoreroosevelt.org.





	Alaska
	



	



	Behring (Bering) Sea Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Bogoslof Bird Preserve
	March 2, 1909



	



	Chugach National Forest
	February 23, 1909



	



	Fire Island Wildlife Preserve
	February 27, 1909













	Pribilof Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Saint Lazaria Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Tongass National Forest
	February 16, 1909



	



	Tuxedni Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Yukon Delta Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909










	Arkansas
	



	



	Arkansas National Forest
	February 27, 1909












	Arizona
	



	



	Apache National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Chiricahua National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Coconino National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Coronado National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Crook National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Dixie National Forest
	February 10, 1909



	



	Garces National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Grand Canyon National Monument
	January 11, 1908



	



	Grand Canyon Wildlife Preserve
	June 23, 1908



	



	Kaibab National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Montezuma Castle National Monument
	December 8, 1906



	



	Petrified Forest National Monument
	December 8, 1906



	



	Prescott National Forest
	February 1, 1909



	



	Salt River Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Salt River Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903



	



	Sitgreaves National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Tonto National Forest
	February 10, 1909



	













	Tonto National Monument
	December 19, 1907



	



	Tumacacori National Monument
	September 15, 1908



	



	Yuma Reclamation Project
	May 10, 1904



	



	Zuni National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	










	California
	



	



	Angeles National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Calaveras Bigtree National Forest
	February 8, 1909



	



	Cinder Cone National Monument
	May 6, 1907



	



	Cleveland National Forest
	January 26, 1909



	



	Crater National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	East Park Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Farallon Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Inyo National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Klamath National Forest
	February 13, 1909



	



	Klamath Lake Bird Preserve
	August 8, 1908



	



	Klamath Reclamation Project
	May 15, 1905



	



	Lassen National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Lassen Peak National Monument
	May 6, 1907



	



	Modoc National Forest
	February 25, 1909



	



	Mono National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Monterey National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Muir Woods National Monument
	January 9, 1908



	



	Orland Reclamation Project
	October 5, 1907



	



	Pinnacles National Monument
	January 16, 1908



	



	Plumas National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	San Luis National Forest
	July 1, 1908














	Santa Barbara National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Sequoia National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Shasta National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Sierra National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Stanislaus National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Tahoe National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Trinity National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Yuma Reclamation Project
	May 10, 1904










	Colorado
	



	



	Arapaho National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Battlement National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Cochetopa National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Gunnison National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Hayden National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Holy Cross National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Las Animas National Forest
	March 1, 1907



	



	Leadville National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Montezuma National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Medicine Bow National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Mesa Verde National Park
	June 29, 1906



	



	Montezuma National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Pike National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Rio Grande National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Routt National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	San Isabel National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	San Juan National Forest
	July 1, 1908













	Uncompahgre National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Uncompahgre Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903



	



	Wheeler National Monument
	December 7, 1908



	



	White River National Forest
	May 21, 1904










	Florida
	



	



	Choctawhatchee National Forest
	November 27, 1908



	



	Indian Key Bird Preserve
	February 10, 1906



	



	Island Bay Bird Preserve
	October 23, 1908



	



	Key West Bird Preserve
	August 8, 1908



	



	Matlacha Pass Bird Preserve
	September 26, 1908



	



	Mosquito Inlet Bird Preserve
	February 24, 1908



	



	Ocala National Forest
	November 24, 1908



	



	Palma Sola Bird Preserve
	September 26, 1908



	



	Passage Key Bird Preserve
	October 10, 1905



	



	Pelican Island Bird Preserve
	March 14, 1903



	



	Pine Island Bird Preserve
	September 15, 1908



	



	Tortugas Keys Bird Preserve
	April 6, 1908










	Hawaii
	



	



	Hawaiian Islands Bird Preserve
	February 3, 1909



	










	Idaho
	



	



	Bitterroot National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Boise National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Boise Reclamation Project
	March 27, 1905



	



	Cache National Forest
	July 1, 1908













	



	Caribou National Forest
	January 15, 1907



	



	Challis National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Clearwater National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Coeur D’Alene National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Deer Flat Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Idaho National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Kaniksu National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Lemhi National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Minidoka Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Minidoka National
	Forest July 1, 1908



	



	Minidoka Reclamation Project
	April 23, 1904



	



	Nez Perce National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Payette National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Pend d’Orielle National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Pocatello National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Salmon National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Sawtooth National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Targhee National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Weiser National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	










	Kansas
	



	



	Kansas National Forest
	May 15, 1908











	Louisiana
	



	



	Breton Island Bird Preserve
	October 4, 1904



	



	East Timbalier Island Bird Preserve
	December 7, 1907



	



	Shell Keys Bird Preserve
	August 17, 1907



	



	Tern Islands Bird Preserve
	August 8, 1907



	












	Michigan
	



	



	Huron Islands Bird Preserve
	October 10, 1905



	



	Marquette National Forest
	February 10, 1909



	



	Michigan National Forest
	February 11, 1909



	



	Siskiwit Islands Bird Preserve
	October 10, 1905



	











	Minnesota
	



	



	Minnesota National Forest
	May 23, 1908



	



	Superior National Forest
	February 13, 1909











	Montana
	



	



	Absaroka National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Beartooth National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Beaverhead National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Bitterroot National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Blackfeet National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Blackfeet Reservation Reclamation Project
	no date available



	



	Cabinet National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Custer National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Deerlodge National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Flathead National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Flathead Reservation Reclamation Project
	no date available



	



	Fort Peck Reservation Reclamation Project
	no date available



	



	Gallatin National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Helena National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Huntley Reclamation Project
	April 18, 1905



	



	Jefferson National Forest
	July 1, 1908












	Kootenai National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Lower Yellowstone Reclamation Project
	May 10, 1904



	



	Milk River Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903



	



	National Bison Range
	March 4, 1909



	



	Lewis and Clark National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Lewis and Clark National Monument
	May 11, 1908



	



	Lolo National Forest
	November 6, 1906



	



	Madison National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Missoula National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Sioux National Forest
	February 15, 1909



	



	Sun River Reclamation Project
	February 26, 1906



	



	Willow Creek Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909










	Nebraska
	



	



	Nebraska National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	North Platte Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903










	Nevada
	



	



	Humboldt National Forest
	January 20, 1909



	



	Moapa National Forest
	January 21, 1909



	



	Mono National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Newlands Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903



	



	Nevada National Forest
	February 10, 1909



	



	Toiyabe National Forest
	February 20, 1909



	












	New Mexico
	



	



	Alamo National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Carlsbad Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Carlsbad Reclamation Project
	December 2, 1905



	



	Carson National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Chaco Canyon National Monument
	March 11, 1907



	



	Chiricahua National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Datil National Forest
	February 23, 1909



	



	El Morro National Monument
	December 8, 1906



	



	Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument
	November 16, 1907



	



	Gila National Forest
	February 15, 1909



	



	Jemez National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Las Animas National Forest
	March 1, 1907



	



	Lincoln National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	



	Manzano National Forest
	April 16, 1908



	



	Pecos National Forest
	January 28, 1909



	



	Rio Grande Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Rio Grande Reclamation Project
	December 2, 1905



	



	Zuni National Forest
	March 2, 1909



	











	North Dakota
	



	



	Chase Lake Bird Preserve
	August 28, 1908



	



	Dakota National Forest
	November 24, 1908



	



	Lower Yellowstone Reclamation Project
	May 10, 1904



	



	Stump Lake Bird Preserve
	March 9, 1905



	



	Sullys Hill National Park
	June 2, 1904



	













	Oklahoma
	



	



	Platt National Park
	June 29, 1906



	



	Wichita Forest Game Preserve
	June 2, 1905



	



	Wichita National Forest
	May 29, 1906



	











	Oregon
	



	



	Boise Reclamation Project
	March 27, 1905



	



	Cascade National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Cold Springs Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Crater Lake National Park
	May 22, 1902



	



	Crater National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Deschutes National Forest
	July 14, 1908



	



	Fremont National Forest
	July 14, 1908



	



	Klamath Lake Bird Preserve
	August 8, 1908



	



	Klamath National Forest
	February 13, 1909



	



	Klamath Reclamation Project
	May 15, 1905



	



	Lake Malheur Bird Preserve
	August 18, 1908



	



	Malheur National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Oregon National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Siskiyou National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Siuslaw National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Three Arch Rocks Bird Preserve
	October 14, 1907



	



	Umatilla National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Umatilla Reclamation Project
	December 4, 1905



	



	Umpqua National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Wallowa National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Wenaha National Forest
	March 1, 1907



	



	Whitman National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	












	Puerto Rico
	



	





	CuLebra Bird Preserve
	February 27, 1909



	



	Luquillo National Forest
	January 17, 1903



	











	South Dakota
	



	





	BeLLe Fourche Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Belle Fourche Reclamation Project
	May 10, 1904



	



	Black Hills National Forest
	February 15, 1909



	



	Jewel Cave National Monument
	February 7, 1908



	



	Sioux National Forest
	February 15, 1909



	



	Wind Cave National Park
	January 3, 1903



	











	Utah
	



	





	Ashley National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Cache National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Dixie National Forest
	February 10, 1909



	



	Fillmore National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Fishlake National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	La Salle National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Manti National Forest
	April 25, 1907



	



	Minidoka National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Natural Bridges National Monument
	April 16, 1908



	



	Nebo National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Pocatello National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Powell National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Sevier National Forest
	January 17, 1906



	



	Strawberry Valley Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909















	





	Strawberry Valley Reclamation Project
	December 15, 1905



	



	Uinta National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Wasatch National Forest
	July 1, 1908











	Washington
	



	





	Bumping Lake Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	CheLan National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	CLeaLum National Forest
	February 25, 1909



	



	Columbia National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Colville National Forest
	March 1, 1907



	



	Conconuily Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Copalis Rock Bird Preserve
	October 23, 1907



	



	Flattery Rocks Bird Preserve
	October 23, 1907



	



	Kaniksu National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Kachess Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	KeecheLus Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Mount Olympus National Monument
	March 2, 1909



	



	Okanogan Reclamation Project
	December 2, 1905



	



	Olympic National Forest
	March 2, 1907



	



	Quillayute Needles Bird Preserve
	October 23, 1907



	



	Rainer National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Snoqualmie National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Washington National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Wenaha National Forest
	March 1, 1907



	



	Wenatchee National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Yakima Reclamation Project
	December 12, 1905















	Wyoming
	



	





	Ashley National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Bighorn National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Black Hills National Forest
	February 15, 1909



	



	Bonneville National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Caribou National Forest
	January 15, 1907



	



	Cheyenne National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Devils Tower National Monument
	September 24, 1906



	



	Hayden National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Loch-Katrine Bird Preserve
	October 26, 1908



	



	North PLatte Reclamation Project
	March 14, 1903



	



	Pathfinder Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Shoshone Bird Preserve
	February 25, 1909



	



	Shoshone National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Shoshone Reclamation Project
	February 10, 1904



	



	Sundance National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Targhee National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Teton National Forest
	July 1, 1908



	



	Wyoming National Forest
	July 1, 1908
















Appendix C
How Much Do You Know about Theodore Roosevelt National Park?


There are twenty-five questions on the following quiz. Answers and an assessment tool are available at the end. Have fun!



	1. Why did Theodore Roosevelt first come to North Dakota?




	To buy cattle ranches

	To hunt bison

	To hunt grizzly bear

	For his job working as a Northern Pacific Railroad foreman

	As a U.S. Army colonel posted at Fort Abraham Lincoln




	2. What is the fastest land animal you can see in the park (it’s also the fastest animal in North America)?




	Coyote

	Black-footed ferret

	Bison

	Elk

	Pronghorn




	3. Which of the following products has an association with a person linked to Medora?




	Scotch® tape

	Luden’s® cough drops

	Fanta® soft drinks

	Pillsbury® biscuits

	Mr. Bubble® bubble bath





	4. Which of the following animals will sometimes team up with a coyote to hunt prairie dogs?




	Badger

	Cougar

	Bobcat

	Black-footed ferret

	Golden eagle




	5. Which of the following animals lives in large colonies?




	Prairie dog

	Turkey vulture

	Cougar

	Dung beetle

	Badger




	6. The founder of Medora was:




	Harry V. Johnston

	The Marquis de Mores

	Medora Von Hoffman

	E. G. Paddock

	Gumbo Lily




	7. During his life, Theodore Roosevelt was NOT which of the following:




	Author

	Governor of New York

	New York City Police Commissioner

	Army colonel

	Superintendent of New York City’s Central Park




	8. What is the most common type of tree you will see in the park?




	Cottonwood

	Green ash

	Rocky Mountain juniper

	Ponderosa pine

	White pine





	9. What is the highest point in the park?




	Peck Hill

	Sperati Point

	Buck Hill

	Battleship Butte

	Johnston Plateau




	10. Wildland fires ______________ .




	Destroy people’s homes and property

	Can eliminate exotic plants

	Attract wildlife in their aftermath

	Have been used historically for habitat control, hunting, and warfare

	All of the above




	11. Tamarisk (salt cedar) is a nonnative plant to the Badlands area and




	Produces a milky latex that causes skin irritation

	Has thorny spines that discourage animals from eating it

	Can use more than 250 gallons of water per day

	Brings a companion beetle with it that devastates native grasses

	Is loved for its beautiful leaves and picturesque branches




	12. The Three Affiliated Tribes of North Dakota are




	The Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara

	The Mandan, Hidatsa, and Sioux

	The Crow, Sioux, and Arikara

	The Crow, Hidatsa, and Arikara

	The Crow, Sioux, and Assiniboin




	13. If the Petrified Forest were cut down, it would be worth about $23 million.




	True

	False




	14. What trail connects all three units of the park?




	The Buffalo Gap Trail

	The Maah Daah Hey Trail

	The Long X Trail

	The Custer Trail

	The Roosevelt Trail




	15. Where do you have the chance of seeing bighorn sheep in the park?




	The North Unit

	The South Unit

	The Elkhorn Ranch

	All three units

	There are no bighorn sheep in the park




	16. Where do you have the chance of seeing wolves in the park?




	The North Unit

	The South Unit

	The Elkhorn Ranch

	All three units

	There are no wolves in the park




	17. Where do you have the chance of seeing wild horses in the park?




	The North Unit

	The South Unit

	The Elkhorn Ranch

	All three units

	There are no wild horses in the park




	18. Theodore Roosevelt operated which of the following two ranches?




	The Long X and the Elkhorn

	The Three Sevens and the Maltese Cross

	Peaceful Valley and the Long X

	The Elkhorn and the Maltese Cross

	The Three Sevens and the Elkhorn





	19. Bison:




	Were hunted to near extinction

	Bones were at one time made into toothpaste

	Live for fifty years on average

	Mate in two separate periods each year

	All of the above




	20. The Long X Trail:




	Connects all three units of the park

	Was a well-known trail used to drive cattle north

	Was partly used by Custer when marching to the Battle of Little Bighorn

	Was a trail Theodore Roosevelt used to easily get from one ranch to another

	All of the above




	21. Fort Union was a trading post and not a military post.




	True

	False




	22. Knife River was where groups of primarily _________________ people lived.




	Arikara and Hidatsa

	Sioux and Crow

	Mandan and Sioux

	Mandan and Hidatsa

	Crow and Arikara




	23. In North Dakota you can see:




	The“House of Mud”

	The Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library

	Theodore Roosevelt’s grave

	The largest scrap-metal sculptures in the world

	The largest man-made lake in the world





	24. Theodore Roosevelt National Park is significant because




	It protects a mixed-grass prairie ecosystem

	Showcases the unusual, scenic Badlands and their unique history

	It was a place where Theodore Roosevelt spent time and had experiences that influenced his character and beliefs about conservation

	Provides visitors with countless recreation opportunities

	All of the above




	25. Roosevelt is known as America’s Conservation President because he




	Created 51 federal bird preserves and 4 wildlife preserves

	Created 150 national forests and 24 reclamation projects

	Created 18 national monuments and 5 national parks

	Protected an estimated 230 million acres of land

	All of the above



Scoring the Quiz

Theodore Roosevelt believed that a president should use the“bully pulpit”to express his beliefs about what was best for society and pursue an aggressive agenda. The word“bully”was used by Roosevelt as an adjective that expressed an excellent quality to something (think magnificent, wonderful, or awesome). The term is used here for you to assess your level of knowledge about Theodore Roosevelt National Park.


Answers:


1. b 2. e 3. e 4. a 5. a 6. b 7. e 8. c 9. a 10. e 11. c 12. a 13. b 14. b 15. a 16. e 17. b 18. d 19. a 20. b 21. a 22. d 23. d 24. e 25. e


You got _____ questions right. Your knowledge of Theodore Roosevelt National Park is:







	0–10
	Bullyproof!



	11–15
	Not so bully



	16–20
	Bully



	21–25
	Bully good!













Appendix D
Park Wildlife


These lists are reprinted courtesy of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Insects and other small animals are too numerous to be included.







	Mammals
	
	



	



	Order
	Common Name
	Scientific Name





	ARTIODACTYLA
	Wapiti (Elk)
	Cervus etaphus



	(cloven-hoofed)
	MuLe Deer
	Odocoileus hemionus



	
	White-taiLed Deer
	Odocoileus virginianus



	
	Pronghorn (Antelope)
	Antitocapra americana



	
	American Bison (Buffalo, Tatanka)— reintroduced
	Bison bison



	
	Mountain Sheep (Bighorn Sheep)— reintroduced to replace Audubon bighorn, O.c. auduboni now extinct.
	Ovis canadensis catiforniana



	
	Longhorn—introduced— historic demonstration
	Bos taurus



	PERISSODACTYLA(singLetoed-hoofed)
	FeraL Horse (Wild Horse) —introduced—historic demonstration
	Equus cabattus



	CARNIVORA
	Coyote
	Canis latrans



	(flesh eaters)
	Swift Fox—very rare
	Vutpes vetox



	
	Red Fox—uncommon
	Vulpes vulpes



	
	Raccoon—uncommon
	Procyon lotor












	Order
	Common Name
	Scientific Name





	
	Long-tailed Weasel
	Musteta frenata



	
	BLack-footed Ferret— extirpated
	Musteta nigripes



	
	Least Weasel—very rare
	Musteta rixosa



	
	Mink
	Musteta vison



	
	Badger
	Taxidea taxus



	
	Striped Skunk
	Mephitis mephitis



	
	River Otter—extirpated
	Lutra canadensis



	
	Mountain Lion—rare
	Fetis concotor



	
	Lynx—very rare
	Fetis canadensis



	
	Bobcat—uncommon
	Fetis rufus



	RODENTIA
	Least Chipmunk
	Tamias minimus



	(gnawing)
	Richardson’s Ground Squirrel—very rare
	Spermophitus richardsonii



	
	Thirteen-Lined Ground Squirrel
	Spermophitus tridecemtineatus



	
	BLack-taiLed Prairie Dog
	Cynomys tudovicianus



	
	Fox Squirrel
	Sciurus niger



	
	Northern Pocket Gopher
	Thomomys tatpoides



	
	Olive-backed Pocket Mouse
	Perognathus fasciatus



	
	Ord’s Kangaroo Rat
	Dipodomys ordii



	
	Beaver
	Caster canadensis



	
	Western Harvest Mouse
	Reithrodontomys megatotis



	
	White-footed Mouse— uncommon
	Peromyscus teucopus



	
	Deer Mouse
	Peromyscus manicutatus



	
	Northern Grasshopper Mouse
	Onychomys teucogaster



	
	Bushy-tailed Woodrat
	Neotoma cinerea














	Order
	Common Name
	Scientific Name






	
	Prairie VoLe
	Microtus ochrogaster



	
	Meadow VoLe
	Microtus pennsytvanicus



	
	Sagebrush VoLe— uncommon
	Lagurus curtatus



	
	Muskrat—rare
	Ondatra zibethicus



	
	Meadow Jumping Mouse
	Zapus hudsonius



	
	Porcupine
	Erethizon dorsatum



	
	House Mouse
	Mus muscutus



	LAGOMORPHA
	Desert CottontaiL
	Sytvitagus audubonii



	(rabbits, hares, pikas)
	Eastern CottontaiL
	Sytvitagus ftoridanus



	
	NuttaLL’s CottontaiL— very rare
	Sytvitagus nuttattii



	
	Snowshoe Hare
	Lepus americanus



	
	Prairie Hare (White-taiLed Jack rabbit)
	Lepus townsendii



	CHIROPTERA(bats)
	Long-eared Myotis— very rare
	Myotis evotis



	
	Keen’s Myotis— very rare
	Myotis keenii



	
	SmaLL-footed Myotis— uncommon
	Myotis teibii



	
	Little Brown Myotis
	Myotis tucifugus



	
	Long-legged Myotis
	Myotis votans



	
	Silver-haired Bat
	Lasionycteris noctivagans



	
	Big Brown Bat
	Eptesicus fuscus



	
	Red Bat
	Lasiurus boreatis



	
	Hoary Bat
	Lasiurus cinereus



	INSECTIVORA
	Masked Shrew—uncommon
	Sorex cinereus



	(shrews, moles)
	Merriam’s Shrew
	Sorex merriami











	Reptiles and Amphibians
	
	



	



	Order
	Common Name
	Scientific Name





	REPTILES
	Common Snapping Turtle
	Chetydra serpentina



	
	Western Painted Turtle
	Chrysemys picta



	
	Soft-sheUed Turtle
	Trionyx muticus



	
	Sagebrush Lizard
	Scetoporus graciosus



	
	Short-horned Lizard
	Phrynosoma dougtassi



	
	Western Plains Garter Snake
	Thamnophis radix



	
	Red-sided Garter Snake
	Thamnophis sirtalis



	
	Western Smooth Green Snake
	Opheodrys vernalis



	
	Plains Hognose Snake
	Heterodon nasicus



	
	Yellow-bellied (Blue) Racer
	Coluber constrictor



	
	Bull snake (Gopher Snake)
	Pituophis metanoteucus



	
	Prairie Rattlesnake
	Crotalus viridis



	AMPHIBIANS
	Tiger Salamander
	Ambystoma tigrinum



	
	Plains Spadefoot Toad
	Scaphiopus bombifrons



	
	Great Plains Toad
	Bufo cognatus



	
	Rocky Mountain(Woodhouse’s) Toad
	Bufo woodhousei



	
	Boreal Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris nigrita



	
	Leopard Frog
	Rana pipiens







Fish



Species of fish that live in the portions of the Little Missouri River in the park include carpsuckers, chubs, catfish, goldeyes, minnows, redhorses, and saugers.


Birds



Ask for a bird checklist at one of the park’s visitor centers—189 species have been observed in Theodore Roosevelt National Park, and at least 22 more have been seen in nearby areas and are suspected to use the park.






Appendix E
Common Park Plants


The following information and list are reprinted courtesy of Theodore Roosevelt National Park.


This flora list represents 102 of the more common plants found in Theodore Roosevelt National Park. More than 400 plants have been located and identified within the park, and it is estimated that perhaps as many as 500 different species exist here. Please respect other park visitors as well as wildlife when viewing wildflowers. Picking or collecting plants is prohibited by federal law.


Plants listed can be found in one or all three units of the park. Common names shown are those used in this region. Scientific names follow the convention used in Flora of the Great Plains (University Press of Kansas, 1986) unless later accepted changes have been made. Flowering date represents the best time to see the plant in bloom under normal conditions. Dates could be altered by weather. Space permits listing only primary habitat.






	Grasses
	
	
	



	



	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Habitat





	Big sandgrass
	Catamovitfa tongifotia
	Grass
	Sandy setting



	Blue grama
	Boutetoua
	Grass
	Prairie



	Buffalo grass
	Buchtoe dactybides
	Grass
	Uplands



	Canada wild rye
	Etymus canadensis
	Grass
	Riverbottom/ channels



	Crested wheatgrass
	Agropyron cristatum
	Grass
	Roadsides



	Foxtail barley
	Hordeum jubatum
	Grass
	Alkaline settings



	Green needLegrass
	Stipa viriduta
	Grass
	Prairie



	Junegrass
	Koeteria pyramidata
	Grass
	Prairie



	Kentucky bLuegrass
	Poa pratensis
	Grass
	Campground



	Little bLuestem
	Andropogon scoparius
	Grass
	Ridge slopes













	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Habitat





	NeedLe-and-thread
	Stipa comata
	Grass
	Prairie



	ThreadLeaf sedge
	Carexfitifotia
	Sedge
	Prairie uplands



	SaLtgrass
	Distichtis spicata stricta
	Grass
	Alkaline settings



	Sideoats grama
	Boutetoua curtipenduta
	Grass
	Ridge slopes



	Smooth brome
	Bromus inermis
	Grass
	Roadsides



	Western wheatgrass (state grass)
	Agropyron smithii
	Grass
	Uplands











	Shrubs
	
	
	
	



	



	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	Big sage/Three-toothed sage
	Artemisia tridentata
	Aster
	
	



	Buckbrush/ WoLfberry
	Symphoricarpos occidentatis
	Honeysuckle
	June–July
	White



	BuffaLoberry/Bullberry
	Shepherdia argentea
	Oleaster
	
	



	Choke cherry
	Prunus virginiana
	Rose
	May–June
	White



	Common/Shrub juniper/cedar
	Juniperus communis
	Cypress
	
	



	Creeping juniper/ cedar
	Juniperus horizontatis
	Cypress
	
	



	Skunkbush/ Fragrant sumac
	Rhus aromatica
	Cashew
	May–June
	Yellow



	GoLden/BuffaLo currant
	Ribes odoratum
	Currant
	May
	Yellow



	Greasewood
	Sarcobatus vermicutatus
	Goosefoot
	
	



	Juneberry/ Saskatoon
	Ametanchier atnifotia
	Rose
	
	



	Poison ivy
	Toxicodendron rydbergii
	Cashew
	
	













	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	Prairie rose (state flower)
	Rosa arkansana
	Rose
	June–July
	Pink



	Rabbitbrush Sandbar willow
	Chrysothamnus nauseosus Sah'x interior
	Aster Willow
	Aug–Sept
	Yellow



	Shrubby cinquefoil/ Potentilla
	Potentilla fruiticosa
	Rose
	June–Aug
	Yellow



	Silver sage
	Artemisia cana
	Aster
	
	



	Spiny saltbush
	Atriplex confertiflora
	Goosefoot
	
	



	Wild plum
	Prunus americana
	Rose
	May
	White



	Winterfat
	Ceratoides lanata
	Goosefoot
	
	



	Wood's rose
	Rosa woodsii
	Rose
	June
	Pink










	Trees
	
	
	



	



	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Habitat






	American eLm
	Utmus americana
	ELm
	Riverbottom/ draws



	Box elder
	Acernegundo
	MapLe
	Riverbottom



	Cottonwood
	Poputus dettoides
	Willow
	Riverbottom



	Green ash
	Fraxinus pennsytvanica
	OLive
	Draws/ riverbottom



	Rocky Mountain juniper/cedar
	Jum'perus scopubrum
	Cypress
	North-facing slopes










	Herbs
	
	
	
	



	



	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	Aromatic aster
	Aster obtongifotius
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Purple



	Bastard toadflax
	Comandra umbettata
	SandaLwood
	May–June
	White



	Bergamot/BeebaLm
	Monarda fistutosa
	Mint
	JuLy–Aug
	Pink











	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	Blazing star/Dotted gayfeather
	Liatris aspera
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Purple



	Blue wild Lettuce
	Lactuca obtongifotia
	Aster
	June–Sept
	Purple



	Butte candle
	Cryptantha cetosioides
	Borage
	June
	White



	Common sunflower
	Helianthus annuus
	Aster
	July–Sept
	Yellow



	Crested beardtongue
	Penstemon eriantherus
	Fig wort
	June
	Purple



	Crocus/Pasque flower
	Anemone patens
	Buttercup
	April–June
	Purple



	CurLycup gumweed
	Grindelia squarrosa
	Aster
	July–Sept
	Yellow



	False Solomon’s seal
	Smilacina stettata
	Lily
	June
	White



	Fetid marigold
	Dyssodia papposa
	Aster
	June–Aug
	Yellow



	Field bindweed
	Convolvulus sepium
	Morning
	
	



	
	
	Glory
	June–July
	White



	Fringed sage
	Artemisia frigida
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Yellowish



	Goafs beard/
	Tragopogon dubius
	Aster
	June–Aug
	Yellow



	Western salsify Golden aster
	Chrysopsis villosa
	Aster
	July–Sept
	Yellow



	Golden pea
	Thermopsis rhombifolia
	Pea
	May–June
	Yellow



	Golden rod
	Solidago spp.
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Yellow



	Ground plum
	Astragalus crassicarpus
	Bean
	May–June
	Pink



	Gumbo Lily
	Oenothera caespitosa
	Primrose
	June
	White



	Harebell
	Campanula rotundifolia
	Bellflower
	June–July
	Purple



	Henbane
	Hyoscamus niger
	Potato
	June
	Greenish



	Indian breadroot/ Tip sin
	Psoralea esculenta
	Pea
	May–June
	Purple



	Indian paintbrush
	Castilleja sessiliflora
	Fig wort
	May–July
	Yellow



	Large-flowered dock
	Rumex venosus
	Buckwheat
	May–June
	Pink



	Leafy spurge
	Euphorbia esula
	Spurge
	June–July
	Greenish



	Leopard Lily
	Fritillaria atropurpurea
	Lily
	May
	Purple













	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	Moss phlox
	Phlox hoodii
	Phlox
	May–June
	White



	Northern bedstraw
	Gatium boreate
	Madder
	June–July
	White



	Pincushion cactus
	Coryphantha vivipara
	Cactus
	June
	Red



	PrickLy pear cactus
	Opuntia potyacantha
	Cactus
	June
	Yellow



	Prince’s plume
	Stanteya pinnata
	Mustard
	June
	Yellow



	Purple conefLower
	Echinacea augustifolia
	Aster
	June–July
	Purple



	Purple Locoweed
	Oxytropis tambertii
	Pea
	May–July
	Purple



	Purple prairie clover
	Datea purpurea
	Pea
	July
	Purple



	Pussytoes
	Antennaria spp.
	Aster
	June
	White



	Rocky Mountain bee plant
	Cteome serrutata
	Caper
	June–Sept
	Pink



	Sago/Mariposa LiLy
	Cabchortus nuttaUii
	Lily
	June–July
	White



	Scarlet gaura
	Gaura coccinea
	Primrose
	May–Aug
	White/red



	Scarlet/ Red globe mallow
	Sphaeratcea coccinea
	Mallow
	June–Sept
	Red



	Scoria Lily/ Evening star
	Mentzelia decapetata
	Stickleaf
	July–Aug
	White



	Showy milkweed
	Asdepias speciosa
	Milkweed
	June–Aug
	Pink



	Silver-Leaf scurf pea
	Psoratea argophytta
	Pea
	June–Sept
	Purple



	Skeletonweed
	Lygodesmia juncea
	Aster
	June–Sept
	Pink



	Snakeweed
	Gutierrezia sarothrae
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Yellow



	Spreading dogbane
	Apocynum androsaemifolium
	Dogbane
	June–July
	White



	Stiff sunflower
	Helianthus rigidus
	Aster
	Aug–Sept
	Yellow



	Tumbling mustard
	Sisymbrium attissimum
	Mustard
	June–Aug
	Yellow



	Wavy-Leaf thistle
	Circium undutatum
	Aster
	June–July
	Purple



	Western virgin’s bower
	Clematis tigusticifotia
	Buttercup
	July–Aug
	White



	Western wallflower
	Erysimum asperum
	Mustard
	May–July
	Yellow



	White beardtongue/ Denstemon
	Penstemon atbidus
	Fig wort
	June–July
	White












	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Family
	Flowering Time
	Flower Color





	White sage
	Artemisia tudoviciana
	Aster
	
	



	White sweet clover
	Metitotus alba
	Pea
	June–July
	White



	White wild onion/ Prairie onion
	AUium textile
	Lily
	May–June
	White



	WhorLed milkweed
	Asclepias verticillata
	Milkweed
	July–Aug
	White



	Wild Licorice
	Glycyrrhiza lepidota
	Pea
	June
	Yell/white



	WooLy plantain
	Plantago patagonica
	Plain tain
	June
	



	Yarrow
	Achillea millefolium
	Aster
	June–July
	White



	Yellow buckwheat/ umbrella plant
	Eriogonum flavum
	Buckwheat
	May–July
	Yellow



	Yucca
	Yucca glauca
	Lily
	June
	White












About the Author
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When people heard that Levi Novey planned on taking his park ranger work so seriously that he was going to take a job at an obscure national park in North Dakota, they were more than a little bit curious. After all, North Dakota is a place that remains more shrouded in mystery than any other state in the United States. By accepting the job, Levi experienced what it was like to pick up a bison“chip,”release a captive bull snake only to watch it seek imprisonment again, sit near a bugling elk while seeing the Northern Lights for the first time, and have more memorable hiking trips than anywhere else he has ever worked or played. Essentially he learned what makes Theodore Roosevelt National Park sing to the hearts of its visitors.


Levi is a conservation professional and has received a bachelor’s degree in History from Tufts University and a master’s degree in Conservation Social Sciences from the University of Idaho. He has worked for six national parks as a park ranger and as a researcher for five others. He has taught an undergraduate Environmental Communication Skills course at the University of Idaho, won several photography contests, and regularly enjoys visits to parks, protected areas, historical sites, museums—and just about anywhere where he can learn something new about the world. He and his wife, Alicia, currently live in Moscow, Idaho.


If you would like to reach Levi, or have suggestions for future editions of this book, send an e-mail to levi.novey@gmail.com.
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