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  Introduction


Back in 2009, I had been freelancing as a business writer for only a year. My boomer brain does not remember how, but I stumbled across a site, Creative Copy Challenge. 
The brainchild of super editor, Shane Arthur, Creative Copy Challenge (CCC) was one of my happiest discoveries. The concept was simple. CCC posted 10 random words or phrases. It invited writers and non-writers to use the 10 words/phrases "in a creative, cohesive short story."
Shane moved on from the site, but one of its longtime contributors, Kathleen MK, kept it going for years but the site moved to Facebook. Unfortunately, I do not know its current location.
Like several contributors back then, I developed a series with some of the posted words. My series became known as Death and the Detective. I decided to collect the entries and put them in this book. Entries are in their original state with minor editing for spelling and other written oops. Sometimes I used the word prompts in another form other than the detective series, which is why the Challenge numbers do not always follow sequentially.
The words you see in BOLD are the challenge words. Some of the word prompts became even more challenging. Included are definitions of the more obscure ones.
I hope you enjoy the read. Who knows. Maybe I'll create a real series.
Take the Challenge

Note: if you would like to try out some word prompts, I have included some sites that offer word prompts at the end of this book. I have also listed the word prompts for the Challenges used in this series.








  
  Challenge #1

Oops - I Did


It’s hard to say what makes a good detective – especially a homicide one. What is that x-factor that gets a detective up every morning, especially after all he has seen? How is it he still finds a purpose for life?
Brett Connors had been a homicide detective for 25 years. It stopped being a job years ago – it simply was his life, who he was. It was mornings like this when he had to reach deep to find that purpose for life. The killing of a child never made sense. Why should he go on when one so small, so innocent, could not.
The trial was this morning. The courthouse sat next to the townhall, its shadows reflecting Brett’s own dark mood. Like most cops, Brett hated testifying – not that he didn’t want to nail the son of a bitch. No, it was the frustration from the many times the system made a mockery of what he called justice.
Settling in a seat at the back of the courtroom, Brett barely registered the parrot repetition of the bailiff’s instructions. His mind replayed the tragic scene as if he was standing there now, instead of all those months ago. 
He saw it all – the silky, blonde hair, stiffened by blood, like the small body robbed of life – the baby smooth skin, drained of the innocence of youth.  Why couldn’t he be at some ball game, with a glove on one hand, and a box of Cracker Jacks in the other? That’s what the life of a 7-year-old boy should be – not this caricature of evil. There should never be unions made of children and death.
As the crime scene technicians gathered evidence, Brett walked over to the computer sitting on a child’s desk. Shifting the mouse, Brett brought the monitor to life. If only he could do the same for a small boy. That is when he saw it – Google, shouting beneath its rainbow hue, THOU SHALT NOT KILL – OOPS – I DID.
It was all Brett could do to stop from smashing a fist through the vile words. At least when he touched the mouse, he used the sadly ironic birthday napkins lying on the desk – not that he expected prints. Brett prayed there really was a God, one that would banish the killer to eternal hell. He had no doubt he violated more than one of the 10 Commandments. 
“All rise for the Honorable Judge James Angel.”
Pulled back to the present, Brett wondered if his thoughts of God had sent him Judge Angel. God, he hoped so. The city of San Francisco could use some divine help – otherwise, it was going to be a long, cold season of killing.






  
  Challenge #2

Erase the Horror


“Finally, a win for the good guys,” Brett mused. 
There was little satisfaction, however, hearing the “Guilty” conviction. No amount of the killer’s suffering could erase the horror of a murdered child, one not far removed from Winnie the Pooh tales and the Tooth Fairy.
You would think with a prior work history spanning 25 years as a homicide detective, Brett’s hardened heart would not ache quite so much. But a cop, unshaken by the death of a child, had better turn in his badge.
A weary, lined face stared back from the bathroom mirror. Lack of sleep and eyes that saw too much did that. Try as he might to shut it out, the song kept playing over and over in his head.

Well, You know you make me want to shout 
Kick my heals up and shout
Throw my hands up and shout
Throw my head back and shout1

He had no idea what put it in his head. All he knew was that he wanted to do a whole lot more than shout. A head-shot blast aimed at the killer had a much better ring to it. But, then the authorities frowned on that kind of thing, especially in today’s world of lawsuits, targeted at those who serve and protect.
Those who pushed the propaganda that all cops were heartless bastards never saw the things that Brett had. If they experienced even a third of what he had, they might recognize his hard exterior as the defense mechanism against a crippling world of hurt.
Stepping into the shower, Brett let the cold, hard spray reduce the song to the distant twitter of sound. Routine was his salvation – a cold shower, a hit of orange juice, and he was ready to face another day.


1.
      The Isley Brothers, “Shout - Part 1 & 2,” recorded July 29, 1959, RCA Victor 47-7588, 1959, 7-inch single
    






  
  Challenge #3

Sawubona


Brett Connors had been a homicide detective for 25 years. He couldn’t remember doing anything else, and he couldn’t remember the last time he had a day off. 
His lieutenant had given him no choice – take the week off or cover the precinct’s front desk for the scheduled school tours. 
Although he resisted, Brett decided to get the hell out of Dodge – or more accurately, San Francisco. He hopped on a plane and found himself sitting on a beach in Encinitas, California. Located in the north county of San Diego, Brett considered it as one of the few true beach towns left in southern California.
“Sawubona,” came the whispered voice.
Looking up from a book he wasn’t really reading, Brett responded, “Excuse me?”
“Sawubona. It is from my native Zulu language.” Her accent was slight, but her beauty knew no bounds. Standing nearly 6 feet tall, the soft-spoken woman appeared in her mid-20s with skin as soft and smooth as rich, dark chocolate.
Trying not to stare, Brett asked, “What does it mean?”
“It means I see you. I recognize you as the worthy person before me.”
“And how would you know that?”
She only smiled. “Do you mind?” she asked, gesturing to the blanket he sat on.
“Knock yourself out. I’ve got nothing to lose.”
Arranging her long, flowing skirt around her ankles, she raised kohl-lined eyes to gaze into what felt like his very soul.
“You have yet to discover it.”
“Okay, Mystery Lady, what have I ‘yet to discover’?”
“If I tell you, it is my discovery, and not yours.”
“Look, I don’t know what your game is but I am not big in the patience department right now. So why don’t you tell me what you want or take your pretty little ass off my blanket and move down the concrete path to the exit.”
Adjusting her legs in a yoga-like position, Mystery Lady reached out a long-fingered hand, covering Brett’s in a cupped shell of velvet warmth.
“Search your heart and you shall discover it.”
Captured in her hypnotic stare, any words he had froze in a throat gone dry. Slowly rising with the grace of a dancer, she smiled that sweet, knowing smile.
“Sawubona, Brett. Look to your heart.”
And then she was gone. How had she known his name? 
“I’ve got to stop hitting those after hours bars.”
Shaken more than he cared to admit, Brett rose and shook out the blanket. Packing it, and the little he brought with him, Brett worked his way to his home away from home. Home alone – again.
A landslide of emotions crowded his mind. Had he imagined the encounter on the beach? Maybe his lieutenant knew how on edge Brett was, how much he needed the time away.
Leaving Moonlight Bay, Brett walked past Old Highway 101 and the library, tucked across from Viewpoint Park. Brett had grown up in Encinitas and it always felt like home. Maybe that





OEBPS/cover.jpeg
CATHY MILLER





OEBPS/images/89fd0481-a7d4-4550-af43-9a021f65f7ff.png
IIIIIIIIII






