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/pik

·

el/

noun

1

 

A

 

most

 

vexing

 

dilemma

 

involving

 

squirrels,

bird

 

feeders,

 

and

 

a

 

woman

’

s

 

rapidly

 

vanishing

 

patience

2

 

(collective,

 

humorous)

 

A

 

squad

 

of

 

squirrels

 

engaged

 

in

 

coordinated

 

snack

 

acquisition

 

 

(informal)

 

A

 

comedic

 

escalation

 

of

 

events

 

in

 

which

 

squirrels

 

take

 

the

 

upper

 

paw,

 

leaving

 

humans

 

to

 

question

 

their

 

life

 

choices.

Usage:

“

She

 

watched

 

the

 

pickle

 

advance

 

in

 

waves,

 

each

 

squirrel

 

taking

 

a

 

turn

 

at

 

the

 

feeder

 

like

 

a

 

well-drilled

 

battalion.

 

”

SEE

 

ALSO:

 

acorn

 

diplomacy,

 

baffle,

 

buttered

 

pole,

 

strategic

 

leaping
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Outside

 

m

y

 

window,

 

on

 

top

 

of

 

two

 

stands

 

Were

 

beautif

ul

 

feeders

 

for

 

birds

 

of

 

the

 

land
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But

 

quick

 

as

 

I

 

fitted

 

them,

 

the

 

hoppers

 

ran

 

dry

The

 

poor

 

birds

 

looked

 

at

 

me,

 

and

 

then

 

they

 

all

 

cried:
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"It's

 

because

 

of

 

the

 

squirrels

who

 

dance

 

in

 

the

 

trees,

Shaking

 

and

 

spinning,

 

like

 

the

 

world's

 

a

 

trapeze!

Hopping

 

and

 

twirling,

 

and

 

living

 

with

 

ease,

 

That

 

f

ood

 

should've

 

lasted

 

us

 

several

 

weeks!"
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I

 

had

 

to

 

agree

—

 

they

 

were

 

definitely

 

trouble

 

but

 

trying

 

to

 

stop

 

them

 

was

 

proving

 

a

 

struggle
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The

 

rascally

 

little

 

rodents

 

played,

 

and

 

they

 

teased

 

I

 

tried

 

giving

 

them

 

food,

 

but

 

it

 

did

 

not

 

appease

I'd

 

tap

 

on

 

the

 

window

 

and

 

say,

"Hey!

 

Do

 

you

 

hear

 

me?"




[image: ]
But

 

they'd

 

look

 

in

 

my

 

eyes,

 

and

 

not

 

even

 

f

ear

 

me!

Then

 

I'd

 

go

 

confront

 

them,

 

and

 

they'd

 

scurry

 

and

 

hide

But

 

chaos

 

resumed

 

quick

 

as

 

I

 

went

 

inside
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New

 

feeders

 

I

 

bought,

 

and

 

new

 

tricks

 

I

 

tried

 

I 

buttered

 

the

 

poles

 

and

 

watched

 

them

 

all

 

slide!

They

 

looked

 

like

 

a

 

pickle,

 

heaped

 

all

 

upside

 

down

Tails

 

searching

 

for

 

balance

 

as

 

they

 

slid

 

to

 

the

 

ground

Their

 

paws

 

flailing

 

out

 

as

 

they

 

tried

 

not

 

to

 

fall

 

But

 

that

 

did

 

not

 

stop

 

them

 

for

 

too

 

long

 

at

 

all
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New feeders I bought, and new tricks I tried
I buttered the poles and watched them all slide!

They looked like a pickle, heaped all upside down
Tails searching for balance as they slid to the ground

Their paws flailing out as they tried not to fall
But that did not stop them for too long at all
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But they'd look in my eyes, and not even fear me!

Then I'd go confront them, and they'd scurry
and hide

But chaos resumed quick

as [ went inside
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RANDIE VAN HARTESVELT
ILLUSTRATED BY PENNY WEBER

pickle
/pik-el/
noun

1 Amostvexing dilemma involving squirrels,
bird feeders, and a woman’s rapidly vanishing patience

2 (collective, humorous) A squad of squirrels engaged in
coordinated snack acquisition

3 (informal) A comedic escalation of events in which squirrels take
the upper paw, leaving humans to question their life choices.

Usage:
“She watched the pickle advance in waves, each squirrel 1aking a turn at the feeder
like a well-drilled battalion.”

SEE ALSO: acorn diplomacy. baffle, buttered pole, strategic leaping
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Outside my window, on top of two stands
Were beautiful feeders for birds of the land
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o - But quick as I filled them,
r‘ - the hoppersrandry
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"It's because of the squirrels
who dance in the trees,
Shaking and spinning, like the world's a trapeze!

Hopping and twirling, and living with ease,
That food should've lasted us several weeks!”
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I had to agree— they were
definitely trouble
but trying to stop them
was proving a struggle
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The rascally little rodents played, and they teased
I tried giving them food, but it did not appease

Id tap on the window and say,

”Heyl Do gou hear me?” ,)

’

e
s~






