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The Yangtze River rolls eastward on and on.

Its billowing waves washing away all traces of past heroes.
As right and wrong, victory and defeat turned to nought,
The lush mountains remain as before,

But several days of setting sun had passed.

Grey-haired fishermen and woodcutters along the banks,
Accustomed to the passing of winds and moon.

When they gaily met up over a pot of wine,

All the stories past and present,

Are shared in laughter and merriment.

English translation of
poem by Yang Shen,
Ming Dynasty
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About the lllustrator

Huang Qingrong #{ £k 7%, also known by the name Ng Keng Yeow, was
born in 1975 in Malaysia. He graduated from the One Academy of
Communication Design in 1996. In 1997, he worked as an assistant to
Taiwanese cartoonist Ai Leidi £ i ill. In the same year, he won the
second prize in the Fourth Newcomer Comic Award by Sharp Point
Publishing. He then came to Singapore to work with Singapore cartoonist
Teo Seng Hock in the Water Margin comic series (six volumes) published
by Asiapac Books. His other works include short comics on love and
science fiction which have been serialised in a Malaysian comic magazine.
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The trio swore brotherhood
at the peach garden in
Zhang Fei's farm

We ask not the
same day of

Butwe seek to
die together.

Liu Bei was the eldest brother, Guan Yu the second, while Zhang Fei
became the youngest of the trio.They then mustered their
weapons.

Liu Bei used a pair of ancient swords, Guan
Yu used a Green Dragon Sabre while Zhang
Fei used a Serpent Spear. They gathered, « ~
a troop of 500 soldiers and @
joined the imperial army.
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Main Characters

Liu Bei (161 -223)
courtesy name
Xuande, descendant
of Liu Sheng, King
Jing of Zhongshan
and son of Eastern Han
Emperor Jingdi. He
ascended the throne in
221 and named his
kingdom Shu Han

Zhuge Liang (181 -234),
courtesy name Kong
Ming. He was Liu Bei's
commanding
advisor, a wise
and resourceful
person; an
“epitome of
wisdom”

HER

Guan Yu (around 160—
219), courtesy name
Yunchang, alternative
name Duke Lush

Zhang Fei (7 - 221), courtesy
name Yide, swore brotherhood
with Liu Bei and Zhang Fei in the
Peach Garden. A forthright and

brotherhood
with Liu Bei and
Zhang Feiin the
Peach Garden
He was "an
epitome of
loyalty and
justice”

courageous man

Zhao Yun (7 -229),
courtesy name Zilong
Courageous and
skilled in battle, he was

Pang Tong (179
—214), courtesy
name Shiyuan,
Taoist name
Young Phoenix
He later

becarme the
directing
instructor to

Liu Bei's troops.
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Sworn Brotherhood in the Peach Garden

suffering to the people. The Yellow

erupted. Troops were enlisted to
fight the rebels.

=
It was the late Han dynasty. Corruption caused

Turban Rebellion led by Zhang Jiao

sandals
for sale!

sandals
for salel

Sigh! No

business at
all

Who would
have the mood to
buy new shoes in
such chaotic
times?

I, Liu Bei, am a
descendant of the
imperial family.
| am reluctant
to sell sandals

all my life!

Fashionable

and lasting
straw

sandals!
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Prologue

It is said that “the momentum of history was ever thus: the empire, long
divided must unite: long united, must divide”. The history of China has
continually evolved through the cycle of division and unification. From
the division of the five dukes of the Spring and Autumn period of the
Eastern Zhou dynasty, and the seven overlords of the Warring States, to
the unification during the Qin dynasty; from the power struggles between
the Chu and Han states during the late Qin dynasty to the reunification of
the Han dynasty in the late Eastern Han dynasty following the decline of
the Han royal family, the land entered into a situation of division where
the feudal lords vied for supremacy. The most powerful among them were
Cao Cao, Liu Bei and Sun Quan. They respectively established the
kingdoms of Wei (220-265), Shu Han (221-263) and Wu (222-280). Thus
a tripartite confrontation came into being.

The Three Kingdoms period (220 —280) witnessed the appearance of
many outstanding and historical giants such as Zhuge Liang, Guan Yu,
Zhang Fei, Zhao Yun, Zhou Yu, Sima Yan, Liu Bei, Sun Quan and Cao
Cao. The heroes of the Three Kingdoms pitted their wit and strength,
unveiling a rich display of wisdom and astuteness. Hence, despite the
short history of the Three Kingdoms period, it was a momentous time in
Chinese history.

The kingdom of Wei was the largest among the Three Kingdoms. The
kingdom of Shu submitted to Wei in 263. Wei was established by Cao Pi,
son of Cao Cao. Two years later, Sima Yan usurped the power of Wei and
established his reign of Jin, himself as Emperor Wu. In 180, Sima Yan
vanquished Wu and ended the tripartite confrontation of the Three
Kingdoms, once again reunifying China.
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Thrashing the Inspecting Official
NN
The three brothers \\\\\

won a number of N
battles. \\
\
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Liu Bei became {The inspecting official arrived

magistrate of  |one day. Ty sincers
Anxi county in respect and
Dingzhou welcome to the
unspecﬂng
ﬁ;

respect?

In order to extort a bribe
from Liu Bei, the inspecting
official made a minor,
officer accuse Liu

Bei of taking bribes and
perverting the law, /|

Someone
has accused you
of taking bribes and
perverting the law.
What do you think |
shouid do?
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Sun Quan (182 - 252),
courtesy name
Zhongmou, nickname
Blue-eyed. His troops
occupied six prefectures
in Jiangdong area. In
229, he proclaimed
himself first
emperor
of the new
kingdom
of W,

Cao Cao (155 —22)
2 Someone called him
YO ) “acapable minister
Y“ ¢ in peaceful times and

an unscrupulous

hero in chaotic
ones”.

i
Zhou Yu (175-210),

courtesy name Gongjin. Diao Chan. One of Lu Bu. Dong
He was Sun Quan's the four ancient Zhuo's foster
Commander-in-Chief, Chinese beauties.  son. He fell into
and crushed Cao Cao's She was a singer the trap of Wang
army atthe Battle /& | in the household Yun and killed
of Red Cliff. of Wang Yun, and Dong Zhou.

assisted in Wang
Yun’s plan to sow
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Sima Yi (179 - 251),

& courtesy name
2 b Zhongda. He was an
outstanding general of

the Wei kingdom and

had engagedin battles

with Zhuge Liang on
A many occasions.

1,58
ay
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Dong Zhuo. He captured
Emperor Xian of the Han
dynasty and acted
arbitrarily in court affairs. (/
He made himself the
Prime Minister and
acted in cruel and
tyrannical ways.
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I'am in a hurry to
join the army!

The man was
Guan Yu. He
had slain a
ruffian in his
hometown and
became a
fugitive. He
came to join
the army.

face. He
must be a

man of
justice who

W
L Why don't we
swear brotherhood
and embark on our
great undertaking
together!
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Introduction

The Three Kingdoms is one of the four famous Chinese classics (the
other three being Dream of the Red Chamber, Journey to the West and
Water Margin). The author was Luo Guanzhong (1330- 1400), anovelist
and dramatist of the late Yuan and early Ming dynasties. The history of
the Three Kingdoms was in fact written about as early as during the Jin
dynasty, in the work Records of the Three Kingdoms by Chen Shou. Using
Records of the Three Kingdoms as a base, Luo Guanzhong extensively
collected historical records, official and unofficial, as well as folklores,
and compiled them all into this magnificent literary masterpiece. The
Three Kingdoms. Hence this novel comprises 70 per cent fact and 30
per cent fiction. The Three Kingdoms has spread far and wide, bringing
influences to both Chinese and non-Chinese communities. Even in the
present day, the “Three Kingdoms fever” has not waned as the novel
remains relevant as a study of human nature, and war and management

strategies.
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A man should
help the country
in need. Why do
you sigh?

Its a notice
calling for
volunteer
soldiers.

T'too wish
to achieve great
deeds, but | am §
poor and ca

n't
afford to raise
Sigh!
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for partners too!
I, Zhang Fei,
slaughter pigs
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name’s Liu Bei
Let's talk over a

some money.
Shall we be
partners?
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Weaponry

Guan Yu has a
Green Dragon Sabre.

Liu Bei wields a pair
of ancient swords.

Zhang Fei with his
signature Serpent Spear.

Zhao Yun uses his
lance and sword.

La Bu fights with his halberd. @

Huang Zhong battles
with bow and arrow.
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Publisher’s Note

Do you wish to know about The Three Kingdoms, China’s most famous
historical novel, but does not have the time or patience to read a tome
that is as thick as a dictionary?

Well. this compact classic is the answer. It includes all the major characters
and incidents in the struggle for supremacy among three kingdoms that
emerged following the fall of the Han dynasty.

The vivid illustrations and special factual inserts that are unique to this
book will help you understand why the novel is regarded as a showcase
of human ingenuity and folly on top of being just a swashbuckling good
read.

As you flip through these pages, you will not only be educated on a
fantastic period in China’s history but also be entertained in the process.

‘We would like to express our gratitude to Huang Qingrong for his vivid
and lively illustrations, Wong Huey Khey for the translation, and Koh
Kok Kiang for his editorial support. Our thanks, too, to the production
team for putting in their best efforts in the publication of this book.
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