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                  January 9, 1944

                  
               
               
               	
                  James (Jimmy) Patrick Page born in Heston, Middlesex, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 3, 1946

                  
               
               
               	
                  James Baldwin (John Paul Jones) born in Sidcup, Kent, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 31, 1948

                  
               
               
               	
                  John Henry Bonham born in Redditch, Worcestershire, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 20, 1948

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Anthony Plant born in West Bromwich, Staffordshire, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1966

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jimmy Page joins the Yardbirds

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 1966

                  
               
               
               	
                  John Paul Jones arranges the strings for the song “Little Games” recorded by the Yardbirds.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1967

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant and John Bonham play together in the Band of Joy.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 7, 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  Final performance of the Yardbirds with Jimmy Page.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  Rehearsals begin for the New Yardbirds with Jimmy Page, Robert Plant, John Paul Jones,
                     and John Bonham managed by Peter Grant.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 7, 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  The New Yardbirds play their first performance at the Gladsaxe Teen Club in Egegardaskolen,
                     Gladsaxe, Denmark. They are paid 7,000 Danish Kroner.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  Recording sessions for the album Led Zeppelin at Olympic Studios in Barnes, England.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 17, 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  First performance using the name “Led Zeppelin” at Surrey University, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November, 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  Manager Peter Grant arranges a record deal for Led Zeppelin with Atlantic Records,
                     who would remain the band’s only distributor.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 26, 1968

                  
               
               
               	
                  First American show in Boston, Massachusetts.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 12, 1969

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Led Zeppelin released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 17, 1969

                  
               
               
               	
                  The first rock band to perform at Carnegie Hall.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 22, 1969

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Led Zeppelin II released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1970

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant and Jimmy Page visit the Welsh cottage known as Bron-Yr-Aur to write
                     music.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 5, 1970

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Led Zeppelin III released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 8, 1971

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin’s fourth album (untitled) released in America.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 28, 1973

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Houses of the Holy released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 5, 1973

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin performs a concert at the Tampa Stadium to an audience of 56,800.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 29, 1973

                  
               
               
               	
                  The band robbed of over $200,000 in cash at the Drake Hotel in New York City.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 10, 1974

                  
               
               
               	
                  The band launches their record company, Swan Song.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 24, 1975

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Physical Graffiti released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 4, 1975

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant injured in an automobile accident while in Rhodes, Greece.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 31, 1976

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album Presence released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 20, 1976

                  
               
               
               	
                  The movie The Song Remains the Same released in America. The double-album soundtrack also released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 23, 1977

                  
               
               
               	
                  Band crew and John Bonham involved with a backstage beating in Oakland, California.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 26, 1977

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant’s son Karac dies while band is in America. Tour canceled and Plant returns
                     to England.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 4, 1979

                  
               
               
               	
                  The band plays their last engagement in their homeland at Knebworth, England.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 15, 1979

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album In Through the Out Door released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 27, 1979

                  
               
               
               	
                  The entire Led Zeppelin album catalog appears on the Billboard Top 200 chart during the same week.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 7, 1980

                  
               
               
               	
                  The band plays their final performance with all original members in Eissporthalle,
                     Berlin, Germany.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 25, 1980

                  
               
               
               	
                  John Bonham dies at the home of Jimmy Page after a night of heavy drinking.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 4, 1980

                  
               
               
               	
                  The band announces their break-up. The official Led Zeppelin press release reads:
                     “We wish it to be known, that the loss of our dear friend and the deep respect we
                     have for his family, together with the deep sense of undivided harmony felt by ourselves
                     and our manager, have led us to decide that we could not continue as we were.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 28, 1982

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant releases Pictures at Eleven, his first solo album: the only Plant solo album released on the Swan Song label.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 19, 1982

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Led Zeppelin album Coda released in America. This was one of the last releases on the Swan Song label started
                     by Led Zeppelin.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 21, 1983

                  
               
               
               	
                  The first post-Zeppelin concert appearance by Jimmy Page and he performed an instrumental
                     version of “Stairway to Heaven.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 11, 1985

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Firm album released by Jimmy Page with vocalist Paul Rogers.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 13, 1985

                  
               
               
               	
                  The three surviving members of Led Zeppelin perform with Phil Collins on drums for
                     the U.S. Live Aid concert held at the JFK Stadium in Philadelphia.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 14, 1988

                  
               
               
               	
                  The three surviving members of Led Zeppelin perform with John Bonham’s son Jason on
                     drums for the Atlantic Records fortieth anniversary concert.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 19, 1988

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jimmy Page releases first solo album, Outrider, on Geffen Records.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1988

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jimmy Page tours in support of his Outrider album with Jason Bonham on drums.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 28, 1990

                  
               
               
               	
                  The three surviving members of Led Zeppelin perform with Jason Bonham at his wedding
                     reception.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 7, 1990

                  
               
               
               	
                  The boxed set Led Zeppelin with fifty-four digitally remastered tracks is released worldwide.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 15, 1993

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vocalist David Coverdale and Jimmy Page release the album Coverdale-Page on Geffen Records.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 21, 1993

                  
               
               
               	
                  The remainder of the Led Zeppelin album catalog is digitally remastered and released
                     as Led Zeppelin Boxed Set 2.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Autumn 1994

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jimmy Page and Robert Plant perform for MTV’s Unplugged before embarking on an extensive tour featuring many Led Zeppelin songs and the release
                     of the album No Quarter: Unledded.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 12, 1995

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 31, 1995

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin presented the American Music Awards “International Artist Award.”

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 21, 1995

                  
               
               
               	
                  Peter Grant, Led Zeppelin’s only manager, dies at age 60.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 29, 1997

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin presented the Ivor Novello Lifetime Achievement Award for songwriting.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 11, 1997

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Led Zeppelin album BBC Sessions released in America.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 25, 1998

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant and Jimmy Page awarded a Grammy for Best Hard Rock Performance (“Most
                     High”).
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 21, 1998

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant and Jimmy Page release the album Walking into Clarksdale on Atlantic Records.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 24, 1999

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin IV inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 23, 2003

                  
               
               
               	
                  “Stairway to Heaven” inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 26, 2003

                  
               
               
               	
                  The Led Zeppelin DVD released featuring several concert films.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 27, 2003

                  
               
               
               	
                  The album How the West Was Won released featuring live concerts recorded in 1972.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 8, 2004

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin (the album) inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 13, 2005

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin presented with the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 22, 2006

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin awarded the Polar Music Prize (Sweden), which includes a stipend of 1
                     million Swedish Kroner.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 14, 2006

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin inducted into the United Kingdom Music Hall of Fame to acknowledge their
                     worldwide sales of over 300 million records.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 11, 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant (with Alison Krauss) awarded Grammy for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals
                     for the song “Gone Gone Gone (Done Moved On).”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin is one of the last major rock bands to release their catalog as digital
                     downloads.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 13, 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  The compilation album Mothership released in America featuring twenty-four recordings.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 10, 2007

                  
               
               
               	
                  The three surviving members of Led Zeppelin perform with Jason Bonham on drums at
                     a full-length concert commemorating the life of Atlantic Records executive Ahmet Ertegun
                     at the O2 Arena in London, England.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 11, 2008

                  
               
               
               	
                  “Whole Lotta Love” inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 16, 2008

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin awarded “Best Live Act” by Mojo Magazine.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 3, 2008

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin presented the Outstanding Achievement Award from GQ Magazine.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 10, 2008

                  
               
               
               	
                  Robert Plant (with Alison Krauss) awarded five Grammys: Record of the Year (“Please
                     Read the Letter” written by Plant and Jimmy Page); Album of the Year (Raising Sand); Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals (“Rich Woman”); Best Country Collaboration with
                     Vocals (“Killing the Blues”); Best Contemporary Folk/Americana Album (Raising Sand).
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 16, 2009

                  
               
               
               	
                  Guinness Book of World Records confirms that Led Zeppelin broke the world record for
                     the “Highest Demand for Tickets for One Music Concert” when 20 million requests came
                     through for the one-time reunion show in December 2007.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 19, 2012

                  
               
               
               	
                  The film and album Celebration Day released featuring the 2007 concert at the O2 Arena.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 2, 2012

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin acknowledged by President Obama at the Kennedy Center Honors.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 21, 2013

                  
               
               
               	
                  Led Zeppelin receives the Echo Award (Germany) for “International Lifetime Achievement.”

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 26, 2014

                  
               
               
               	
                  Celebration Day is awarded the Grammy for Best Rock Album. “Kashmir” from the same album is nominated
                     for “Best Rock Performance.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  2014–2015

                  
               
               
               	
                  The release (one album at a time) of the entire Led Zeppelin catalog digitally remastered
                     for the first time since the 1993 boxed sets, all produced by Jimmy Page. Each album
                     includes a collection of bonus material including outtakes, alternate takes, live
                     recordings, or alternate mixes.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
      

      

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
         
         
         Time to Change the Road You’re On

         
         
      

      
      Led Zeppelin was not created from nothing. They are not divine. Their roots are as
         pedestrian as any British band from the late 1960s hoping to get a song on the radio
         and travel around Europe so they could meet girls and put off having to get proper
         jobs for as long as possible. England was full of many one-hit wonders like the Honeycombs,
         the Silkie, and Whistling Jack Smith. Who was to say in 1968 that Led Zeppelin wouldn’t
         become just another footnote on the British charts? Was there really something different
         about these four lads? In a word: absolutely.
      

      
      One substantial difference was that these particular bandmates were exceptionally
         good musicians. Such a thing was not a given for bands of the period, who often didn’t
         play instruments on their own albums. In fact, two members of Led Zeppelin had made
         their living as session musicians often called upon to buttress the performance weaknesses
         of the hit-makers of the day. The guitarist was a new breed of six-string gunslinger
         with vision and experience well beyond his years. The vocalist was blues drenched
         and blessed with a voice like no one else before him. The drummer had thunderous power
         and a machine-like groove. The bassist could double on the keyboard and wrote riffs
         as infectious as they were complex. And it wouldn’t hurt that they were all devilishly
         handsome and had a manager both tough and smart enough to keep them in demand while
         protecting their brand. But their coalescence was not unwarranted happenstance. Proactive
         decisions were made. Luck was forged from opportunistic risks. These five men each
         brought their individual skills, failings, hopes, and personalities to the mix before
         the gods hammered out the kinks on what would eventually become a hard-rock mother
         ship with a profound and lasting shadow.
      

      
      The Manager

      
      Peter Grant was born April 5, 1935, making him nearly nine years older than any member
         of Led Zeppelin. To a twenty-year-old aspiring rock musician, Grant, only in his late
         twenties, was already a rock-industry veteran who had traveled the world. He first
         dipped his toe in artistic waters as an actor, earning small roles in movies like
         Guns of Navarone and Cleopatra. Despite the minor on-screen credits, he found himself making more money transporting
         bands between performance venues, and this led to his being hired by Don Arden as
         a tour manager. Grant’s early charges included rock pioneers like Bo Diddley, Little
         Richard, and Chuck Berry. This experience eventually allowed Grant to begin managing
         acts on his own through an office shared with the well-known music manager/producer
         Mickie Most. Grant’s imposing physical size and adamant stance that the musicians
         he represented would be paid well and on time began to fuel his lifelong reputation
         as a difficult and even brutish man to work with. Grant found that such a reputation,
         even if often exaggerated, was a powerful negotiation tool, and he did little to dispel
         it. It was hoped that Grant could apply his growing skill set to rekindle the fading
         career of the Yardbirds with an exuberant Jimmy Page on guitar. The attempts to save
         the group from their fate came too late, but Grant increased his managerial prowess
         during their English and American tours, and this would pay off in later years with
         both Led Zeppelin and Bad Company. When Page began to describe the post-Yardbirds
         endeavor he was hoping to form in 1968, Grant was keen enough to see the potential
         in the guitarist’s proposal and set about to assist in filling the roster for a new
         band.
      

      
      The Drummer

      
      Born in 1948, John Bonham has often been named the greatest of all rock drummers,
         and he achieved that title without ever seeing his thirty-third birthday. His lightning-fast
         footwork and creative fills are a matter of record, but what he had that was lacking
         in many of his contemporaries is less tangible. His sense of “groove” has seldom been
         matched. It can’t be easily measured and held up for obvious comparison, but you know
         it when you hear it, and groove is heard throughout the Zeppelin catalog. Perhaps
         it was due to Bonham’s unteachable ability to know when to play less when those around
         him played more. It might also have been because he could dig in and hit his drums
         with punishing intensity. The secret to the Bonham groove might even be related to
         his larger-than-life persona and the angst he let loose on tour to compensate for
         missing his family.
      

      
       Bonham, known affectionately by his Zeppelin bandmates as “Bonzo,” began playing
         drums as a teenager and although he had no formal music training, he found early inspiration
         in jazz greats Gene Krupa and Buddy Rich. Out of school, Bonham played in a string
         of pub bands while continuing to work day shifts as a carpenter. He married young
         and found supporting his new wife, Pat, exclusively through music to be an ongoing
         challenge. One of the many bands Bonham traveled in and out of was the Crawling King
         Snakes, who had a little-known vocalist named Robert Plant. The two struck up a friendship
         and later recorded together in another unsuccessful outfit named the Band of Joy.
         Bonham finally found regular income playing in the backing band for American Tim Rose
         while he toured Britain in 1968. It was during this time that a request arrived through
         his mate Plant regarding a new band that had something to do with the Yardbirds. Bonham
         wasn’t convinced. He had a steady gig that didn’t require him to stray too far from
         Pat. Why give that up for yet another Robert Plant scheme when the first two hadn’t
         gotten them anywhere?
      

      
      The Bassist

      
      James Baldwin was born in 1946 to parents who were active musicians and encouraged
         him to play piano at a young age. He is the only member of Led Zeppelin to study music
         formally, and as a teenager he performed as a church organist about the same time
         he acquired a bass guitar. By the age of sixteen he was good enough on the new instrument
         to play professionally with former members of the Shadows, who referred him to studio
         session work for Decca Records. Baldwin soon found all the work he could handle as
         a bassist, keyboardist, and arranger. He adopted the professional name of John Paul
         Jones (taken from a French movie of the same name), and his credits included work
         with the Rolling Stones, Jeff Beck, Donovan, Herman’s Hermits, and Rod Stewart. Eventually,
         Jones’s path crossed that of Jimmy Page, who also worked constantly in the early 1960s
         as a session player, and the two agreed that they would be interested in working together.
         After the split of the Yardbirds, Jones’s wife suggested he give Page a call to see
         if the time was right for collaboration. Jones was exhausted from the grind of session
         dates and thought touring around for a while would be a nice break. Page had at first
         reached out to Yardbirds bassist Chris Dreja but saw potential in working with a schooled
         and disciplined musician like Jones. With a bassist in hand, Page could now focus
         on finding the right vocalist.
      

      
      The Singer

      
      Robert Plant was born in August 1948, making him the youngest member of Led Zeppelin
         (Bonham was only three months older). Leaving home at the hard-to-conceive young age
         of sixteen, Plant grew up fast and embraced the blues-singing lifestyle of his “teachers”:
         Howlin

      
      The Guitarist
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