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	The tension gripping Berlin had already begun to mount in the opening weeks of 1933, signaling the imminent collapse of the Weimar era. On January 28th, twenty-eight days after the New Year had begun, Field Marshal Von Hindenburg relieved General Kurt Von Schleicher of his duties as chancellor — a position he had held for just 57 days. That bleak winter weekend would go on to be remembered as the moment Germany's course was set for nearly a hundred years.

	For two solid years prior, Adolf Hitler — the leader of the Nationalist Socialist Party — had campaigned to be appointed chancellor, only to be turned away each time. Though the Weimar Republic had managed a measure of stability since its founding, by January of that same year, whispers of a Putsch — the German word for coup — were circulating among party factions and their military allies alike.

	Hitler had long harbored the ambition of merging Austria and Germany beneath a single German flag, and every move he made was directed toward that end. What no one yet grasped was that this obsession, born in the mind of a dangerous ideologue, carried within it the seeds of Germany's ruin.

	Dr. Joseph Goebbels — whom David Irving, in this very biography, credits as the true architect of the Third Reich — recorded in his own writings that Monday, June 30th, carried an unmistakable weight. While Hitler entered the chancellery to decide the nation's destiny, Goebbels and a gathering of Nazi officers waited beyond the gates of Kaiserhof, straining to read their leader's face upon his return. They believed, with confidence born of long familiarity, that his expression alone would reveal whether victory or defeat had been handed to them. They had stood at those same gates on several prior occasions over the preceding years — each time bracing for either triumph or disappointment — and this moment carried the particular charge of a long-awaited answer.

	What they had prayed for was nothing short of a miracle. Standing there, they received it.

	So who was Adolf Hitler, really? He began as a frail child, born in the obscure town of Braunau-on-the-Inn — a place that straddled the border between Austria and Germany almost perfectly. For many born in that region, the dream of uniting those two German-speaking lands was either a lifelong aspiration or at least a deeply felt conviction. For Hitler, it became a defining mission — one he clung to even during his years of obscurity and poverty on the streets of Vienna.

	Before tracing the events themselves, it is necessary to understand the path that brought him to power and set the Third Reich in motion.

	The Nazi Party evolved into a formidable mass movement and ruled Germany through authoritarian means between 1933 and 1945, under the direction of Adolf Hitler (1889–1945). Originally founded in 1919 under the name the German Workers' Party, the organization championed German nationalism, promoted antisemitism, and voiced deep grievances over the terms of the Treaty of Versailles — the 1919 peace agreement that had ended World War I (1914–1918) and imposed sweeping concessions and reparations on Germany. Hitler joined the party in its founding year and rose to lead it by 1921. By 1933, he held the chancellorship, and his government rapidly consolidated dictatorial authority. The Nazi Party met its end with Germany's defeat in World War II (1939–45), and numerous senior figures subsequently received life sentences for crimes tied to the systematic murder of approximately six million European Jews during the Holocaust.

	The Origins of the Nazi Party

	Adolf Hitler, a disillusioned World War I veteran, returned to a Germany he barely recognized in 1919 — economically shattered and politically unstable. He soon found himself drawn into a fledgling political group known as the German Workers' Party, founded that same year by a small circle that included locksmith Anton Drexler (1884–1942) and journalist Karl Harrer (1890–1926). The organization promoted German nationalist ideology and rejected the Treaty of Versailles, viewing its reparations demands as catastrophically unjust and unenforceable. Hitler quickly distinguished himself as a commanding orator, drawing new followers with speeches that placed blame for Germany's misfortunes on Jews and Marxists while promoting an extreme form of nationalism centered on the notion of an Aryan master race. He assumed leadership of the organization in July 1921 and rechristened it the Nationalist Socialist German Workers' — or Nazi — Party.

	His eventual reign was defined by bloodshed and devastation. Yet the events that preceded his rise were, in their own way, equally harrowing.

	The story reaches back to the late eighteenth century, in the wake of American independence from Britain, when Central Europe was fragmented into more than three hundred separate states. By the early nineteenth century, that number had contracted to roughly thirty-nine in the German-speaking world, with many of those states sharing broadly aligned political interests. In 1815, they coalesced under the banner of the German Confederation — an alliance intended to unify their economies under a common framework. Many historians have speculated that, had this arrangement succeeded, Germany might have emerged as one of the dominant powers in the modern world. In practice, however, the Confederation proved fundamentally at odds with the values of genuine German nationalism, and it unraveled within a matter of years, undone chiefly by the deepening hostility between the powerful states of Austria and Prussia.

	After years of diplomatic friction, armed confrontation, and a prolonged conflict, a new Germany took shape — the German Empire, also known as the First Reich — with Otto Von Bismarck at its helm as its inaugural chancellor.

	In several respects, Adolf Hitler and Otto Von Bismarck were cut from similar cloth. Regrettably, these two nationalists were never to meet: Hitler was only nine years old at the time of Bismarck's death. Even so, those close to Hitler believed he harbored a complicated admiration for Bismarck's vision of a unified Germany — despite Bismarck's failure to bring Austria within that union, which remained the one gap Hitler could never forgive.

	The First Reich had achieved German unification, but Austria remained conspicuously outside its boundaries. Explanations for this vary, and Hitler himself interpreted it as a deliberate slight against Austria — a wound that cut deeply, given that his most fundamental longing was for Austria and Germany to exist as one. The mutual antipathy between Austria and Prussia was widely understood, and when unification talks were underway, Austria showed little appetite for joining a Germany effectively dominated by Prussian interests. Ruled by King Habsburg of the Holy Roman Empire, Austria would have been required to dissolve its dual monarchy to participate — a sacrifice it refused to make.

	Thus, in 1871, Otto Von Bismarck unified the First German Reich with Austria deliberately excluded. This exclusion nonetheless ignited the flame of German nationalism, one that would be carried forward by a succession of leaders and ideologues and would ultimately consume the German people themselves.

	Bismarck was a formidable figure — strategically gifted in both politics and military affairs, governing the newly formed empire with an unyielding hand. Like Hitler after him, he possessed a talent for cunning and an ability to bend others to his purposes. What united them above all was their devotion to Germany — to a nation unified, prosperous, and ascendant across Europe. He remains the greatest Prussian statesman in German history.

	It fell to Paul Von Hindenburg and Erich Ludendorff to guide unified Germany through World War I, a burden neither man was truly equipped to bear — their visions for Germany diverging too sharply, their will to hold the country together too fragile. They did what they could to navigate a war without precedent. The revolution that followed in November of that year brought monarchism across Europe to its knees and gave rise to a new ideological force — Nazism — and with it, new purpose to a battle-hardened soldier who had survived the streets of Vienna: Adolf Hitler.

	The Weimar Republic would serve as the structural foundation upon which Nazi Germany was built — what Hitler himself would retrospectively call the Second Reich. It marked Germany's transition from a monarchy governed by royal dynasties to a democratic system, a transformation that endured until the Nazi seizure of power in 1933 brought it to an end.

	The Weimar Republic governed Germany from 1919 to 1933, bridging the end of World War I and the beginning of Hitler's rule. Its constitution was drafted by a national assembly convened after Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated. Through a rocky inception, a fleeting period of relative stability, and an eventual descent into crisis, the Weimar Republic lurched forward — inadvertently laying the conditions for Hitler's ascent and the rise of the Nazi movement.

	President Ebert signed the Weimar Constitution into law on August 11, 1919. It faced fierce opposition from both the military establishment and the radical left. Comprising 181 articles, the document addressed everything from the structure of the German state to individual rights, freedom of worship, and the proper process for enacting legislation.

	The Weimar Constitution
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