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INTRODUCTION
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Gardeners use the term flowers to mean non-woody flowering plants – that is, plants other than trees, shrubs, roses and woody climbers.
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Paeonia ‘Bowl of Beauty’
 Tim Sandall

Among the best known and most widely planted flowers are the perennials – plants that live for a number of years. Hardy perennials are those kinds that can be grown outdoors all year round in frost-prone climates. Tender perennials are sensitive to frost and cannot be grown outside all year round in cool and cold climates.

Bulbs, corms and tubers form another large group of flowers and are to be seen in most gardens. As with perennials, these are either hardy, being able to survive all year round in frost-prone climates, or tender, liable to be damaged or killed by frost.

A large group of flowers, the annuals and biennials are ephemeral, living for only a short time. Annuals grow from seed, flower, produce seeds and then die within one season or year. Most biennials that are grown in gardens are hardy. These plants grow from seed one year, flower and set seeds the next, and then die.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

[image: image]



This book is divided into two main parts. The opening pages guide you through all areas of garden practice, from assessing your site, through general care and pruning to propagation techniques. A directory of pests and diseases offers advice on how to solve the most common problems that you will encounter with these plants.
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Tim Sandall
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PLANT CARE
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ASSESSING YOUR GARDEN

To be a successful flower gardener, you first need to assess the conditions prevailing in your garden.

Aspect

Find out which are the sunny parts of the garden and which are in shade for most of the day, and then choose suitable plants for each condition.

Wind

Constant wind can result in stunted and deformed growth. Therefore, try to overcome the problem as much as possible. Slow the wind down by filtering it with a semi-permeable screen.

Soil

It really pays to improve the soil in your garden before you start sowing or planting flowers. There are plenty of things you can do to improve it (Plant Care: Soil Preparation).

Drainage

If the soil becomes wet or waterlogged in winter it will need to be improved to make it drain more freely. Conditions can usually be improved by adding horticultural grit or coarse sand. Free-draining soils such as sandy and chalky types are unable to hold on to rainwater. Improve these soils by adding bulky organic matter. Choose plants suited to your soil conditions.

Specific conditions

Each garden is different, with its own specific, prevailing conditions. The illustration below is a representation of a ‘typical’ garden, comprising a number of different elements which often feature in most gardens.
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Tim Sandall
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SOIL PREPARATION

Soil is initially prepared for flower growing by digging, which allows grit or sand and organic matter to be added and helps to aerate it and prevent compaction. Digging, best done in autumn, is not needed every year for permanent hardy perennials and bulbs, only before initial planting.

Soil being initially prepared for planting must first be cleared of perennial weeds, as otherwise they will forever be a problem. This is most effectively achieved by spraying the weeds while they are in full growth with a weedkiller containing glyphosate.

Before planting, scatter a general-purpose fertilizer over the dug soil and lightly fork it in, at the same time breaking down any lumps of soil. Firm the soil by treading systematically with your heels and then use a fork or rake to create a smooth, level surface in which to plant.
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Digging organic matter into your garden soil will help enrich it.
 Tim Sandall
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SOWING SEEDS

Seeds of many flowering plants are sown in the open ground. Hardy annuals are sown in beds and borders in spring (or autumn) where they are to flower. Many of the easier hardy perennials such as lupins, delphiniums and columbines (Aquilegia) can be sown in a nursery bed in early summer and later transplanted to their flowering positions. Hardy biennials such as wallflowers (Erysimum), double daisies (Bellis), foxgloves (Digitalis) and forget-me-nots (Myosotis) are raised in the same way. Seeds of slow-germinating hardy bulbs, alpines and various hardy perennials are sown in pots outdoors or in a cold frame as soon as they are ripe.
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TIP: Seeds are the cheapest way to obtain new plants. A packet of seeds, promising many new plants, often costs much less than a single plant ready for planting out. Not only that, but there is a wider choice of plants and varieties available as seeds.



Seed-bed preparation

For seed sowing outdoors the soil surface needs to be smooth and level. Carry out all preparatory work only when the soil is dry or only slightly moist on the surface, never when wet.

Break down lumps of soil with a fork. Then firm by systematically treading over the site with the weight on your heels. Lightly rake the surface until it is level and has a shallow layer of fine soil. Spread a general-purpose fertilizer over the surface and then thoroughly rake in. Apply at the rate recommended on the carton.

Sowing in rows

The usual and easiest way to sow seeds outdoors is in straight rows, in shallow furrows known as drills. To make drills, stretch a length of string, with each end tied to a short cane, where you want the drill. Using it as a guide, create a shallow furrow with a pointed stick. Sow seeds to about twice their own depth. Sprinkle thinly and evenly along the drill. Cover them by gently raking fine soil into the drill. Water the seed bed and keep the soil moist to encourage germination.
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Spread a general-purpose fertilizer over the soil.
 Tim Sandall
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Thoroughly rake in the fertilizer.
 Tim Sandall


Broadcast sowing

Another way of sowing seeds is to broadcast them, or scatter them thinly over the soil surface. Broadcast sowing can be used for hardy annuals, but bear in mind that thinning and weeding will be more tricky.

Thinning seedlings

Seedlings need to be thinned out to the correct distance apart to avoid overcrowding. Place a finger on the soil surface on each side of the seedling that is to remain to prevent it being pulled out, then gently pull out surplus seedlings on either side.

Sowing in pots outdoors

Use a soil-based seed compost and cover the seeds with a thin layer of compost, then a thin layer of coarse sand to prevent disturbance from rain. Sink the pots up to their rims in a bed of grit to prevent freezing.
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Use a pointed stick to create a shallow furrow.
 Tim Sandall
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Sprinkle seeds thinly along the drill.
 Tim Sandall
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PLANTING TECHNIQUES

Plants that you have carefully raised or have purchased will eventually need to be planted out in their flowering positions.

Hardening off

Young plants such as summer bedding plants and larger young plants, must be gradually acclimatized to the outdoors before they are planted out. This is carried out in a cold frame and must start at least three weeks before planting out. Frost-tender plants must not be planted out until the danger of frost is over.

Give them a little ventilation for the first few days by opening the covers slightly during the day. Close the frame at night. Then over the next few weeks open the frame daily, gradually increasing ventilation over this period by opening the covers more widely until fully open. A few days before planting out, the covers should be left fully open at night also, provided there is no risk of frost. Following this procedure will give the plants in the cold frame the best chance of survival and success in the future.
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Harden off potted plants before planting out.
 Tim Sandall


Planting out

When plants are fully hardened off they can be planted out. Water the evening before planting so that the compost is moist. Remove from their containers carefully to avoid root disturbance as much as possible.
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Remove plants grown in module trays with care.
 Tim Sandall

Plant immediately to prevent the roots from drying out. Planting holes can be made with a hand trowel and should be large enough to take the rootball without squashing it, and be of such a depth that after planting the compost surface is only slightly below soil level. Fill in around the plant with fine soil and firm it well with your fingers.

Larger plants are planted in the same way as smaller potted plants. Some gardeners like to carefully tease out the outer roots before planting to help them establish quickly in the new soil.

Transplanting seedlings

Seedlings raised in a nursery bed, such as hardy biennials and perennials, need to be transplanted to another nursery bed to grow on to a larger size before they are planted in their flowering positions.


As soon as the transplanted seedlings are about 5–8cm (2–3in) high, carefully lift them with a hand fork. They are replanted in rows spaced about 30cm (12in) apart, setting the plants about 15cm (6in) apart within the rows.

By the autumn of the same year you will have sizeable young plants for setting out in their flowering positions.

Leave seedling bulbs in their pots for a further year to grow larger before transplanting them. Then, in the second year, and while they are dormant, pot them to twice their own depth – say six to eight bulbs per 12.5cm (5in) pot – using gritty soil-based potting compost. Place the transplanted bulbs in a sheltered spot outside or in an open cold frame and grow them on for another year before planting out when dormant.
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Pot seedling bulbs in gritty compost.
 Tim Sandall
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Pot them up to six or eight in a pot.
 Tim Sandall
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PLANTING BULBS

Bulbs, corms and tubers are generally planted when dormant, but if bought in pots when in growth they should be planted immediately. Do not disturb the roots. Bulbs bought ‘in the green’ after flowering, such as snowdrops (Galanthus), should be planted immediately. If they have been lifted from the open ground, plant to the depth that they were growing originally.
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If keeping in pots, use good quality terracotta.
 Tim Sandall

The time of planting depends on the flowering period of the particular bulb. Winter-and spring-flowering bulbs are planted in the autumn. Summer-flowering kinds are planted in spring. Those that flower in autumn, such as colchicums and some crocuses, are planted in late summer.


TIP: Use lightweight soilless potting compost for filling containers such as patio tubs, window boxes and hanging baskets. Firm very lightly. Heavier soil-based potting composts are better for larger, permanent plants in patio tubs.




The correct depth is governed by the size of the bulb. A good guide is to plant a bulb two to three times deeper than its length. Space between bulbs should equal two to three times their own width.

Bulbs are often planted in informal groups or drifts in mixed borders, as they look more natural. Space the bulbs at random in a hole. After setting them out, cover with fine soil. Alternatively, plant the bulbs individually, using a trowel or bulb planter to make the hole.

Bulbs such as tulips are often planted among other plants in spring bedding schemes. You can either plant the bulbs first, followed by the other plants or plant the other plants first, then plant the bulbs between them.

Bulbs are planted in informal drifts in grass create a natural appearance. Scatter handfuls of bulbs over the area and plant them where they fall. Alternatively, remove the turf where you want to plant them. Do this with a spade, lifting the turf with about 2.5cm (1in) of soil attached. Scatter the bulbs and plant them with a trowel. Then return the turf and firm it. Alternatively, plant bulbs individually in the turf, using a bulb planter.
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Scatter-plant bulbs in grass for a great effect.
 Tim Sandall
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PLANTING CONTAINERS




















































































































OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
   
     
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    
  
   
     
  




OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/li1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/li2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/5.jpg
Latin name of the

CONVALLARIA

plant genus, followed

by its common name
where relevant

e

KEY FACTS provides
essential information on
each plant,including:

Flowers: details of flower colour

and when the plant is in flower

Plant: what is the best time of year to
plant for the best results

Site: states the type of soil each flower
prefers and what sort of situation is best
for it in the garden

Height: minimum and maximum given
Spread: minimum and maximum given

CARE: The care
box gives specific
information on
additional feeding
requirements,
further details of
soil type or
whether it is
susceptible to pests
and diseases





OEBPS/Images/8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7.jpg
buildings and trees deciduous tree - plant

will cast shadows - spring or winter bulbs

avoid planting sun- underneath

loving flowers here

sunny a.m.and
shady p.m.

sunny late a.m.
until evening

moderate breeze over fence -
avoid planting susceptible plants





OEBPS/Images/10a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/con1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Collins

el gy

Garden Flowers






OEBPS/Images/16.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15.jpg





