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Rule, Britannia, rule the waves.

Britons never will be slaves.

James Thomson, Rule, Britannia!

(early eighteenth century)




We have been forced to draw carts of lead with ropes about our shoulders... [and] have carried great barrs of iron upon our shoulders. I believe all Christian people have forgotten us in England, because they have not sent us any releife... since we have been in slavery.

John Willdon, British slave (early eighteenth century)
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PROLOGUE

THE CLATTER OF A CHARIOT broke the silence. It was hidden from view by the towering battlements, but could be heard squeaking and rattling through the palace gardens. As it passed through the Gate of the Winds, there was a muffled rumble of footsteps and wheels.

In the ceremonial parade ground no one stirred. The imperial guard stood rigidly to attention, their damascene scimitars flashing in the sunlight. The courtiers lay prostrate beside them, their robes splayed theatrically across the marble. Only the vizier, sweltering in his leopardskin pelt, dared to wipe the beads of sweat from his brow.

The stillness intensified as the chariot drew near. From beyond the courtyard there was a furious cry, followed by the crack of a whip. The hullabaloo grew suddenly louder, echoing through the palace courts and corridors. Seconds later, Sultan Moulay Ismail of Morocco entered the parade ground in his gilded chariot, drawn not by horses but by a harnessed band of wives and eunuchs.

This unfortunate team staggered up to the assembled courtiers before allowing their reins to slacken. As the sultan leaped down from his chariot, two statuesque blacks sprang into action. One whisked flies from Moulay Ismail’s sacred body, muttering obsequies all the while. The other, a young lad of fourteen or fifteen, shaded the sultan with a twirling chintz parasol.

Such was the ritual that habitually attended an audience with the great Moulay Ismail, who demanded absolute deference from his subjects and was punctilious in his observance of protocol. But on a sweltering summer’s morning in 1716 the sultan scarcely noticed the courtiers grovelling in the dust. His eyes were drawn instead to a band of wretched Europeans herded together in the far corner of the square. Fifty-two Englishmen, bruised and barefoot, stood in mute bewilderment. Seized at sea by the corsairs of Barbary and marched inland to Morocco’s imperial capital, they were about to be sold as slaves.

Their story was to cause outrage and horror in their home country; it would also expose the utter impotence of both the British government and its navy. Yet the seizure of these men was neither unique nor unusual; for more than a century, the trade in white slaves from across Europe and colonial North America had been destroying families and wrecking innocent lives.

One of the newly captured men – Captain John Pellow of the Francis – had been forewarned of the perils of his trading voyage to the Mediterranean. Yet he had shunned the danger with characteristic bravado, sailing from Cornwall to Genoa in the summer of 1715. His six-strong crew included his young nephew, Thomas Pellow, who was just eleven years old when he bade farewell to his mother, father and two sisters. It would be many years before his parents would receive news of their unfortunate son.

Two other ships were captured on the same day. Captain Richard Ferris of the Southwark had attempted to rescue the Francis’s crew, but had also been captured by the corsairs. So, too, had the good ship George, which was making its return voyage to England. The terrified crews of these three vessels now stood side by side in the palace courtyard.

‘Bono, bono,’ cried the jovial sultan as he inspected his slaves. He passed along the line of men, poking their muscles and examining their physique. The captives were still reeling from the treatment they had received on their arrival in the imperial city of Meknes. Crowds of townspeople had gathered at the palace gates to abuse them, ‘offering us the most vile insults... and giving us many severe boxes’.

The sultan, oblivious to their fears and anxieties, was delighted to see that these hardy mariners were in good shape and noted that many years of service could be expected of them. He paused for a moment as he sized up the young Thomas Pellow. There was something about the boy’s plucky demeanour that intrigued the sultan. He muttered a few words to his guardsmen, at which young Pellow was seized and taken to one side.

As the rest of the men were led away by a black slave-driver, Pellow prayed that his nightmare would soon come to an end. In fact, he was beginning twenty-three years of captivity as one of North Africa’s forgotten white slaves.

I travelled to Meknes in the spring of 1992 when the Boufekrane valley was carpeted with wild mint and the little river was brimful with icy water. My travelling companion





















   
NOTES AND SOURCES

WHITE GOLD HAS BEEN DRAWN largely from unpublished letters and journals, as well as from contemporary published accounts written by European ambassadors, padres and the slaves themselves. The Arabic sources include seventeenth- and eighteenth-century chronicles, works by Moroccan historians, and letters written by Moroccan courtiers as well as by Sultan Moulay Ismail. All the Arabic sources have been consulted in French or English translations.

A full reference for each title will be cited when it is first mentioned. The place of publication is London unless otherwise stated. I have not sought to give page references for the many hundreds of quotations that appear in White Gold. Only those considered to be particularly illuminating – or hard to find – have been given precise references. A useful list of accounts written by slaves, along with those by other travellers and adventurers, can be found in Robert Playfair and Robert Brown, A Bibliography of Morocco from the Earliest Times to the End of 1891, 1892.

The manuscript original of Thomas Pellow’s account is no longer extant, nor are any of the letters or notes that Pellow may have written during his twenty-three years in Morocco. Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas James, who served in the Royal Regiment of Artillery, claimed in his 1771 book, The History of the Herculean Straits, 2 vols., to have seen a manuscript written by Pellow. This is the only reference to the existence of such a manuscript.

Pellow’s work was first published in 1740 under the prolix title The History of the Long Captivity and Adventures of Thomas Pellow, in South Barbary. Giving an Account of his being taken by two Sallee Rovers, and carry’d a Slave to Mequinez, at Eleven Years of Age: His various Adventures in that Country for the Space of Twenty-three years: Escape, and Return Home. In Which is introduced, a particular Account of the Manners and Customs of the Moors; the astonishing Tyranny and Cruelty of their Emperors, and a Relation of all those great Revolutions and Bloody Wars which happen’d in the Kingdom of Fez and Morocco, between the years 1720 and 1736. Together with a Description of the Cities, Towns, and Public Buildings in those Kingdoms; Miseries of the Christian Slaves; and many other Curious Particulars. Written by Himself.

I consulted this work alongside two more recent editions. The first was published in 1890 under the title The Adventures of Thomas Pellow, of Penryn, Mariner. It was edited by Robert Brown, whose excellent notes did much to verify the authenticity of Pellow’s narrative. All quotations cited in White Gold are taken from this edition. A more recent publication is Magali Morsy’s splendid La Relation de Thomas Pellow, published by Editions Recherche sur les Civilisations, Paris, 1983. This has an excellent introduction and detailed footnotes. It also lists the paragraphs that Pellow’s editor plagiarised or adapted from other works.

None of the other documents concerning Thomas Pellow’s shipmates has been published. Most of them – including letters and petitions – are held in The National Archives (PRO) in Kew. Full references are given below.

Prologue, pp. 1–8

pp. 1–3: The sultan’s love of pomp, ceremony and courtly protocol is documented by many European ambassadors to the court. Their numerous reports and journals are detailed in the notes below. The most perceptive English-language account is John Windus, Journey to Mequinez, 1725. Windus, who accompanied Commodore Charles Stewart’s 1720–1 mission to Meknes, was fortunate enough to see the sultan’s extraordinary chariot while taking a tour of the palace. pp. 3–8: See my notes to chapters five and nine for more details about seventeenth- and eighteenth-century descriptions of Meknes palace. When I visited Meknes in 1992, my ‘guide’ was the French padre, Dominique Busnot, whose excellent book was published in English in 1715 under the title, The History of the Reign of Mulay Ismael, the present king of Morocco, London. His work, Histoire du règne de Moulay Ismail, Rouen, was originally published in French in 1714.

1: A New and Deadly Foe, pp. 9–29

pp. 9–11: The account of the 1625 attack on the West Country has been drawn largely from letters, notes and memoranda to be found in the various Calendars of State Papers. See particularly the Domestic Series, 1625–6, John Bruce (ed.), 1858. Page 83 contains a report by the mayor of Plymouth of the attack on Looe, and lists numbers of people and ships captured; see also p. 89.

Further reference to these attacks can be found in Allen B. Hinds (ed.), Calendar of State Papers, Venice, 1625–6, 1913; see p. 149 and note. This volume also contains a report by Zuane Pesaro, Venetian ambassador to England, which details how the corsairs ‘plundered the country, carried off a large number of slaves, did immeasurable damage and committed cruelties causing such terror that seven large districts have sent their outcry to the court, an unheard of event’.

James Bagg’s letter to the Lord High Admiral, which details the destruction wrought by the corsairs, is published in Henri de Castries’ monumental work, Les Sources Inédites de l’Histoire du Maroc, 16 vols., Paris, 1905–48. See the first series, vol. 2, 1925, item CLXXII, p. 583. Francis Stuart’s report to the Duke of Buckingham is also published in this volume, item CLXXIV, pp. 586f.

pp. 11–16: The most interesting sixteenth-century account of Salé and Rabat is to be found in Leo Africanus, The History and Description of Africa, Robert Brown (ed.), 3 vols., 1896. The description of Salé is in vol. 2, pp. 407ff. See also the long note on Salé’s slow decline, pp. 574–80.

The best and most comprehensive account of the rise of the Salé corsairs is to be found in Roger Coindreau, Les Corsaires de Salé, Paris, 1948. This provides background to the Hornacheros and details their most audacious attacks on European targets. It also gives information about their ships, their unusual flags and their tactics at sea.

There is also much of interest about the Salé corsairs to be found in Budget Meakin’s classic, The Moorish Empire, 1899. More recently, the success of the Sallee Rovers has been examined by Peter Earle in his excellent book, The Pirate Wars, 2003; and in Stephen Clissold, The Barbary Slaves, 1977; see especially chapter 9.

For more information about the Islamic fervour of the Barbary corsairs, see Daniel J. Vitkus (ed.), Piracy, Slavery and Redemption: Barbary Captivity Narratives from Early Modern England, New York, 2001. Nabil Matar’s excellent introduction sheds a particularly revealing light on the motives of the corsairs; see pp. 11–12.

For more information on England’s failure to deal with the crisis, and Sir Francis Cottingham’s comments, see Stanley Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs, 1890, p. 229. For other contemporary observations on the growth of Barbary piracy, see William Lithgow, Rare Adventures, 1928, pp. 114ff.; and John Smith, The True Travels, published most recently in The Complete Works of Captain John Smith (3 vols.), Chapel Hill, 1986. See especially chapter 28. Vincent de Paul’s personal testimony of slavery in Tunis sheds light on the horrors of the slave market. See Graham Petrie, Tunis, Kairouan and Carthage, 1908, pp. 91–5.

The extraordinarily bold expeditions of Murad Rais are detailed in Coindreau, Les Corsaires de Salé, especially pp. 66–8. See also Clissold, The Barbary Slaves, pp. 31ff., for general information about the depredations of the corsairs.

The French padre, Pierre Dan, was in Algiers when Murad Rais returned from Baltimore, and he witnessed the sale of the Irish slaves. See his Histoire de la Barbarie et de ses Corsaires, Paris, 1637, especially Book 3, pp. 277f. See also Book 2, pp. 178ff.

John Ward is one of the most fascinating renegade pirates to settle in North Africa. His story is outlined in Samuel C. Chew, The Crescent and the Rose: Islam and England during the Renaissance, New York, 1937, pp. 347–62. There are many contemporary pamphlets and documents about his misdeeds. The best and most comprehensive is Andrew Barker, A True and Certain Report, 1609. See also anon., Newes from Sea of two notorious pyrats, 1609. There is an account of Ward’s character in Horatio F. Brown (ed.), Calendar of State Papers, Venetian, 1607–10, 1904, pp. 140ff. Ward’s infamy was such that ballads were written about him. See A. E. H. Swain (ed.), Anglia, 1898, vol. 20, pp. 180ff. See also the Naval Records Society’s publication, C. H. Firth (ed.), Naval Songs and Ballads, 1908. This reprints The Famous Sea-Fight Between Captain Ward and the Rainbow, with its memorable couplet supposedly uttered by Ward:


Go tell the King of England, go tell him from me,

If he reign king of the land, I will reign king at sea.



For more information about Salé’s corsairs declaring the city a republic, see The Travels of the Sieur Mouette in the Kingdoms of Fez and Morocco during his eleven years’ captivity in those parts by Germain Mouette. The date of the first English edition is unclear; it is a translation of his Relation de la captivité du Sr. Mouette dans les Royaumes de Fez et de Maroc, Paris, 1683. I consulted the version published in Captain John Stevens, A New Collection of Voyages and Travels, 1710 (2 vols.). Mouette’s account is in vol. 2. All future page references refer to this book. See also the opening pages of Roland Frejus, The Relation of the Voyage made into Mauritania... [in] 1666, 1671. This is a translation of his Relation d’un voyage fait dans la Mauritanie... en l’année 1666, Paris, 1670.

pp. 16–22: Robert Adams’ letter is in the Public Record Office (PRO), SP 71/12, f. 107.

John Harrison led a most interesting life. He fought in Ireland, was a groom to Prince Henry and served as a sheriff of the Somers Islands (Bermuda). He was also the author of five books. For more information, see the Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 25, 1891.

Harrison’s various missions to Morocco are outlined in P. G. Rogers, A History of Anglo-Moroccan Relations to 1900, 1977, pp. 24–30.

All the surviving documents concerning this mission – including King Charles I’s letter to the Moroccan sultan and various petitions by the wives of enslaved mariners – are printed in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites. See the first series, vols. 2 and 3. For more information about the cruelty of the Moroccan sultan, see John Harrison, The Tragicall Life and Death of Muley Abdala Melek, the late king of Barbarie, 1633.

pp. 22–9: William Rainsborough’s commission for his 1637 voyage is published in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, first series, vol. 3, p. 276. His account of the battle is in the same volume, pp. 309ff. For a more comprehensive account of the expedition and battle, see John Dunton, A True Journal of the Sallee Fleet, published in vol. 2 of the Harleian Collection of Voyages, 2 vols., 1745.

For more on Edmund Cason’s 1646 mission to Algiers, see Sir Godfrey Fisher, Barbary Legend, Oxford, 1957, pp. 210ff. Cason’s mission is also detailed in R. L. Playfair, The Scourge of Christendom, 1884. See chapter 5, pp. 63f. Thomas Sweet’s letter to his family is quoted in Vitkus (ed.), Piracy, Slavery and Redemption.

The best and most detailed account of the corsairs’ attacks on Spain is to be found in Ellen Friedman, Spanish Captives in North Africa in the Early Modern Age, Wisconsin, 1983. For more information about attacks on shipping from colonial North America, see Charles Summer’s excellent short book, White Slavery in the Barbary States, Boston, 1847.

2: Sultan of Slaves, pp. 30–50

pp. 30–8: For general information on Moulay Ismail’s rise to power, see Wilfred Blunt’s biography, Black Sunrise: The Life and Times of Mulai Ismail, Emperor of Morocco, 1646–1727, 1951. See also Simon Ockley, An account of South-West Barbary; containing what is most remarkable in the territories of the King of Fez and Morocco, 1713, especially pp. 83–8. Another excellent source is Francis Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty. Being a true history of the distressed condition of the Christian captives under the tyranny of Mully Ishmael, Emperor of Morocco, 1693; see especially pp. 62–3. For more information about Moulay Ismail’s late brother, Moulay al-Rashid, see Frejus, The Relation. See also Germain Mouette, Histoire des Conquestes de Moulay Archy... et de Moulay Ismail, Paris, 1683. Both Mouette, The Travels of Sieur Mouette, and Ockley, South-West Barbary, provide descriptions of the barren wastelands of the Tafilalt.

Jean Ladire’s harrowing story is recounted by Dominique Busnot in his History.

The short account of Morocco in the sixteenth century is taken largely from Africanus, The History and Description of Africa. The Spanish ambassador’s 1579 description of al-Badi is published in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, first series, vol. 2, item XI, under the title Relation d’une Ambassade au Maroc.

pp. 38–50: The best history of the English garrison in Tangier is E. M. G. Routh, Tangier: England’s Lost Atlantic Outpost, 1661–1684, 1912. J. M. Smithers, The Tangier Campaign: The Birth of the British Army, 2003, examines the long siege. See also Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations; and Linda Colley, Captives: Britain, Empire and the World, 2002. For more on daily life in Tangier, and comments about Colonel Percy Kirke, see Edwin Chappell (ed.), The Tangier Papers of Samuel Pepys, 1935, especially pp. 48, 90, and 102. Kirke’s mission to Meknes is described in an anonymous pamphlet entitled The Last Account from Fez, in a letter from one of the Embassy, etc., 1683. See also Routh, Tangier, pp. 201–8.

The best account of Kaid Muhammad ben Haddu Ottur’s stay in London is found in William Bray (ed.), Memoirs illustrative of the life and writings of John Evelyn, 2 vols., 1818; see especially vol. 1, pp. 505ff.

The English slave, Thomas Phelps, would eventually make it home to England. He wrote an account of his experiences, which was published in 1685 under the title, A true Account of the Captivity of T Phelps at Machaness in Barbary, and of his strange escape.

For full details of the English abandonment of Tangier, see Routh, Tangier. The best brief account of the negotiations that followed the withdrawal of troops is in Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations.

3: Seized at Sea, pp. 51–72

pp. 51–7: The only account of Thomas Pellow’s early life, and of the Francis’s departure from Falmouth, is to be found in Pellow’s Adventures. For more information about Penryn, and the seafaring families that lived in the village, see June Palmer, Penryn in the Eighteenth Century, privately published in 1991. See also Daniel Defoe, A Tour thro’ the Whole Island of Great Britain, 3 vols., 1724–7. For Peter Mundy’s comments, see John Keast (ed.), The Travels of Peter Mundy, 1597–1667, 1984.

Much of the information about the capture of British and colonial American vessels in the period 1715–20 has been drawn from documents held in the PRO. The most relevant file, SP71/16, contains a wealth of information, including correspondence, petitions and consuls’ reports.

For more information about the ships used by the Barbary corsairs, see Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs, and Coindreau, Les Corsaires de Salé. On the preparations undertaken before putting to sea, see Dan, Histoire de la Barbarie. Dan also has much to say about the violence of their attacks. ‘It is a terrifying thing to see the frenzy they work themselves into when they attack the ships,’ he wrote. ‘They appear on the upper deck, sleeves rolled up, their scimitar in hand, bawling all together in a most terrifying fashion.’

pp. 57–64: Joseph Pitts’ account of his capture and subsequent years as a slave is one of the most interesting and perceptive accounts of slavery in North Africa. It was published in 1704 under the title A True and Faithful Account of the Religion and Manners of the Mohammetans, with an Account of the Author’s Being Taken Captive.

Abraham Browne’s fascinating account of his capture is little known. It was printed in Stephen T. Riley (ed.), Seafaring in Colonial Massachusetts, published by the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Boston, in 1980. Captain Bellemy’s grisly death is recounted in Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty.

Whether or not Delgarno was commander of the mystery ship sighted off Salé remains unclear. His flagship, the Hind, was undergoing repairs in Gibraltar after military action off Cape Cantin. See Morsy, La Relation de Thomas Pellow, p. 71, n. 13.

pp. 64–72: The best contemporary description of Salé is in Mouette, The Travels of the Sieur Mouette. See also Captain John Braithwaite, The History of the Revolutions in the Empire of Morocco, 1729, pp. 343ff.

The arrival in Salé was always a harrowing experience for new slaves. The French ambassador, Pidou de St Olon, witnessed the arrival of one batch and saw them suffer ‘curses and hootings of the whole town, and particularly of the young fry, some of which follow them merely to bellow out a volley of abusive words, or throw stones at them’. His excellent book was published in English in 1695 under the title The Present State of the Empire of Morocco. It is a translation of his Estat Présent de L’Empire de Maroc, Paris, 1694.

The best general account of the treatment of slaves in Barbary is in Clissold, The Barbary Slaves. See also Christopher Lloyd, English Corsairs on the Barbary Coast, 1981. For more on slavery in Tripoli, see Seton Dearden, A Nest of Corsairs, 1905. The English slave, George Elliot, wrote a most interesting account of his life as a slave. His book, A true narrative of the life of Mr G. E. who was taken and sold for a slave, was published in 1780; see pp. 11–16. See also Adam Elliot, A Narrative of my travails, captivity, and escape from Salle in the kingdom of Fez, 1682. The best description of the Salé matamores, and the conditions in which slaves were held, is in Mouette, The Travels of the Sieur Mouette.

Virtually every account written by a former slave includes a description of the slave market and auction. One of the most interesting testimonies is to be found in William Okeley, Ebenezer: or, A Monument of Great Mercy, Appearing in the Miraculous Deliverence of William Okeley, 1675. This rare book was reprinted in Vitkus (ed.), Piracy, Slavery and Redemption; see pp. 150ff. Pitts’ A True and Faithful Account also contains an interesting description of the Algiers market.

Pellow and his men were fortunate that their march to Meknes was undertaken without too much hardship. John Whitehead was one of many slaves who, in 1693, had endured great torment. ‘After the fatigue of our journey, every day, sleeping in the night abroad under unwholesome dews that fell, and sometimes rain, made us all sick; some of an ague and feaver, and some of a feaver alone.’ Whitehead wrote a fascinating testimony of his life as a slave. Entitled ‘John Whitehead: His Relation of Barbary’, the manuscript has never been published. The original is in the British Library, MS Sloane, 90.

4: Pellow’s Torments, pp. 73–90

pp. 75–85: There are numerous descriptions of Moulay Ismail, as well as many accounts of his character, dress and appearance. Two Moroccan histories have proved particularly useful in assessing his long reign. Le Maroc de 1631 à 1812 is an edited translation of Abou-l-Kasem ben Ahmed ez-Zayyani, Ettordjeman elmoarib an douel elmachriq ou ’lmaghrib. The French translation is by Octave Houdas and is published by the Ecole des Langues Orientales Vivantes, series 3, vol. 18, Paris, 1886. The other account is Ahmad ben Khalid al-Nasari, Kitab al-istiqsa li-akhbar duwal al-Maghrib al-Aqsa. This was published in French under the title, Chronique de la Dynastie Alaouie du Maroc, Eugène Fumey (trans.). It is in vols. 9 and 10 of the Archives Marocaines, Publication de la Mission Scientifique du Maroc, Paris, 1906–7.

Some of the most perceptive and interesting contemporary descriptions are to be found in Busnot, History, and Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty. Whitehead, ‘His Relation of Barbary’, provides ample further evidence of the sultan’s cruelty, while St Olon, The Present State, gives an account of the sultan’s reception of foreign embassies. Other fascinating accounts about Moulay Ismail are contained in Jean-Baptiste Estelle’s various memoirs; see de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, second series, vol. 3. For a modern analysis of his character, see Blunt, Black Sunrise. See also Defontin-Maxange, Le Grand Ismail, empereur du Maroc, Paris, 1928. For a penetrating analysis of the sultan’s rule, see Henri de Castries, Moulay Ismail et Jacques II, Paris, 1903.

Another of the sultan’s peculiarities was the way in which his skin changed colour according to his humour and temperament. He was a ‘moletto by his colour’, wrote Francis Brooks, ‘but when he is in a passion, he looks... as black as an infernal imp’. Jean-Baptiste Estelle recorded that the sultan became ‘unbelievably black’ when he was angry. Busnot, too, was surprised by this strange phenomenon. When happy, the sultan was ‘whiter than ordinary’. But when he was annoyed, ‘he turns black and his eyes are blood red.’

The Koubbat el-Khayyatin can be visited to this day. A maze of tunnels lead deep into the earth, where they connect with storerooms and yet more tunnels. The inner recesses have been closed since the 1950s, when a couple of French holidaymakers descended deep into the labyrinth and were never seen again.

The punishment of slaves receives wide coverage in all of the narratives written by escaped captives. Okeley, Mouette, George Elliot and Brooks all wrote about the bastinado, as did Dominique Busnot.

Forcible conversion was widespread in Barbary, but there were many captives who decided to ‘turn Turk’ in order to escape the horrors of the slave pen. Pitts recounts his own experience of being forcibly converted in his A True and Faithful Account. There is also an excellent account in Dan, Histoire de la Barbarie. An even earlier description is to be found in A True Relation of the Travels and Most Miserable Captivity of William Davis, Barber-Surgeon of London, circa 1597. This fascinating narrative was published in Stevens, A New Collection of Voyages. See also Mouette, The Travels of Sieur Mouette, pp. 100ff.

pp. 85–90: Much of this section has been drawn from documents in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, series 2, vol. 2. Documents relating to the capture of Mamora are in this volume. See especially Germain Mouette, Histoire des Conquestes, which is also reprinted in this volume. Documents about the Larache campaign are in vol. 3 and include reports by Jean Périllié, the French consul, and much interesting information about the negotiations that followed the capture of the presidio. See also Voyage en Espagne d’un Ambassadeur Marocain, 1690–1691, H. Sauvaire (trans.), Paris, 1884.

The poem by the mufti of Fez is quoted in ez-Zayyani, Le Maroc. There are many surviving documents about the siege of Ceuta, which continued on and off for many years. The most interesting are in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, series 2, vols. 4 and 5.

For background material, and an analysis of the Spanish presidios in Morocco, see Friedman, Spanish Captives, and Blunt, Black Sunrise.

5: Into the Slave Pen, pp. 91–109

pp. 91–100: The accounts of the Meknes slave pens are many and varied. One of the most interesting is Nolasque Neant, Relation des Voyages au Maroc des Redempteurs de la Merci en 1704, 1708 et 1712, published in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites. There are hundreds of other references to the slave pens scattered throughout de Castries’ work. Brooks, Busnot and St Olon also provide much additional information about the conditions in which slaves were held.

Accounts of the sufferings of the English slaves are to be found in the PRO. John Willdon’s letter to his wife is in SP71/16, f. 503. John Stocker’s letter is in SP71/16, f. 465. The inadequate food and inedible bread were the subject of numerous complaints. See especially Busnot, History, pp. 157ff.; and Ockley, South-West Barbary. Whitehead, ‘His Relation of Barbary’, is particularly interesting on the inedible food.

Pellow’s account of the terrible conditions in Meknes is amply corroborated by the letters written by his comrades.

pp. 100–9: For a general account of Meknes palace, see Blunt, Black Sunrise, chapter 6. There is an excellent account of Moulay Ismail’s role in the palace’s construction in ez-Zayyani, Le Maroc, pp. 25ff. See also al-Nasari, Chronique.

There are good descriptions of Meknes palace, circa 1690, in the Mémoire de Jean-Baptiste Estelle, dated 19 July 1690, in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, series 2, vol. 3, pp. 312ff. See also Estelle’s description in vol. 4, pp. 389ff., and a further description in the same volume, pp. 689ff.

Other interesting eyewitness accounts include Busnot, History, pp. 13ff.; and St Olon, The Present State, pp. 71ff. For more on the exquisite gardens of Meknes, see Mouette, Histoire des Conquestes, in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites series 2, vol. 2, pp. 141f.

Descriptions of the terrible daily routine of enforced labour are to be found in almost every surviving slave account. Mouette, The Travels of Sieur Mouette, is particularly perceptive, while Whitehead, ‘His Relation of Barbary’, recounts the physical hardships endured by the captives. Mouette outlines the hazards of the plague in his Description du Maroc. This forms the third book of his Histoire des Conquestes and is also in de Castries, Les Sources Inédites, series 2, vol. 2, p. 174.

Thomas Goodman’s letter is in the PRO at SP71/16, f. 506, while Thomas Meggison’s is SP71/16, f. 505. John Willdon’s complaint about having been forgotten in his native England is a common one; most slaves feared that they would never again see their friends and families.

6: Guarding the Concubines, pp. 110–30

pp. 110–18: King George I was as unpopular with his subjects as he is with royal biographers. The most comprehensive is Ragnhild Hatton, George I: Elector and King, 1978. See also Sir H. M. Imbert-Terry, A Constitutional King: George the First, 1927. There are some fascinating details about the king in Bruce Graeme, The Story of St James’s Palace, 1929. For more on life at court, see J. M. Beattie, The English Court in the Reign of George I, Cambridge, 1967, pp. 279ff. A general picture of the political manoeuvrings during the years 1715–18 can be found in W. A. Speck, Stability and Strife, 1977.

The petition of the wives and widows of English slaves is in the PRO; SP71/16, f. 497. Jezreel Jones’s tireless devotion to the plight of the slaves is outlined in Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations.

For more information about the political career of Joseph Addison, see Peter Smithers, The Life of Joseph Addison, 1968. Admiral Cornwall’s mission to Gibraltar and Morocco is outlined on pp. 405f. of Smithers’ book. See also Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations; and Stetson Conn, Gibraltar in British Diplomacy in the Eighteenth Century, New Haven, 1942.

Lancelot Addison’s colourful tales were published in 1671 under the title An Account of West Barbary. Joseph Addison’s essay on Moulay Ismail is in Addison, Works, 6 vols., 1901, edited by Richard Hurd and Henry Bohn, see vol. 4, pp. 436ff. The document that he took to the cabinet meeting on 31 May 1717 is in the PRO; SP71/16, f. 507. Moulay Ismail’s letter to Admiral Cornwall is in J. F. P. Hopkins, Letters from Barbary, 1576–1774, Oxford, 1982.

The account of Coninsby Norbury’s mission to the Moroccan court, including the various reports by Kaid Ahmed ben Ali ben Abdala and others, is in the PRO; SP71/16. There is much about Consul Hatfeild in Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations. A great deal of Hatfeild’s correspondence is contained in SP71/16. See also Dominique Meunier, Le Consulat anglais à Tétouan sous Anthony Hatfeild, Tunis, 1980.

pp. 118–24: Much of this section was taken from Pellow’s Adventures. Maria Ter Meetelen’s fascinating account of life in the harem was first published in The Netherlands in 1748. This is no longer extant. I used the 1956 French edition, published under the title L’Annotation Ponctualle de la description de voyage étonnante et de la captivité remarquable et triste durant douze ans de moi, translated by G.-H. Bousquet and G. W. Bousquet-Mirandolle, Paris.

pp. 124–30: This section is also largely derived from Pellow’s own account. His description of the brutality of Moulay Ismail is amply supported by dozens of other eyewitness accounts. The sultan’s habit of breeding slaves also receives considerable notice. The story of Chastelet des Boyes was published in the Revue Africaine, vol. 12, no. 67, pp. 28ff., under the title ‘L’Odyssée, ou diversité d’aventures, rencontres et voyages en Europe, Asie et Afrique, par le sieur Du Chastelet des Boyes,’ L. Piesse (ed.), Paris, 1869.

7: Rebels in the High Atlas, pp. 131–56

pp. 131–5: The anonymous letter, which appears to have been written in the first week of March 1717, is in the PRO; SP71/16, f. 499. For more on the ongoing palace building works, see ez-Zayyani, Le Maroc, and al-Nasari, Chronique. There is an interesting description of the stables in St Olon, The Present State, pp. 75f. See also Busnot, History, p. 54. Busnot noted wryly that ‘the king of Morocco’s women and children would be happier if he loved them as he does his horses.’ The size and scale of the stables, which now lie in ruins, remain extraordinarily impressive.

The sultan’s obsession with cats is noted by several observers. Busnot, History, p. 59, provides detail.

The slaves who made it home to England wrote little about religious practices inside the Meknes slave pen. Cotton Mather’s sermon, which includes details about the sufferings of the American captives, was first published in Boston in 1703 under the title, ‘The Glory of Goodness’. It was republished in 1999 in Paul Baepler (ed.), White Slaves, African Masters: An Anthology of Barbary Captivity Narratives, Chicago. Joshua Gee’s poignant narrative was first published in Hartford in 1943 under the title Narrative of Joshua Gee, of Boston, Mass., while he was a captive in Algeria of the Barbary pirates, 1680–1687, Charles A. Goodwin (ed.). According to Sumner, White Slavery, Mather was a friend of the Gee family. In January 1715, ‘he dined with Mr Gee, to celebrate the anniversary of the return of his son from Algiers.’

Ellen Friedman, Spanish Captives, includes some information about religious practices inside the slave pen and is particularly interesting on the Catholic services that were occasionally tolerated by Moulay Ismail. See pp. 85ff. for more information about Father Francisco Silvestre. She also writes in some detail about the Spaniard, Father Francisco Jiminez, who was working contemporaneously in the bagnios, or slave prisons, of Algiers. For further information, see her ‘The Exercise of Religion by Spanish Captives in North Africa’, published in The Sixteenth Century Journal, vol. 6, no. 1, 1975. See also her ‘Christian Captives at Hard Labour in Algiers’, published in The International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 13, 1980.

Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty, gives an eyewitness account of the practices of the English slaves in Meknes (p. 71). Busnot, History, provides similar information for the Catholics (pp. 156f.). One of the most interesting accounts of Christian religious life among the slaves of Algiers was written by the captured pastor, Devereux Spratt. His account is published in T. A. B. Spratt, Travels and Researches in Crete, 2 vols., 1865; see vol. 1, appendix II, p. 384. Spratt was eventually freed from slavery, but elected to remain with his erstwhile captives, ‘considering that I might be more servisable to my country by my continuing in enduring afflictions with the people of God than to enjoy liberty at home’.

pp. 135–45: Most of this section is from Pellow’s own account. Morsy, La Relation de Thomas Pellow, provides many interesting footnotes about the places to which Pellow travels and the various characters he meets. St Olon was right to note the important role of European renegades in Moulay Ismail’s army. In common with his late brother, Moulay al-Rachid, Moulay Ismail was dependent upon military expertise to overcome his many enemies.

pp. 145–56: Most narratives by former slaves include details about the thousands of renegades serving under Moulay Ismail. For more about Carr, see Braithwaite, History, pp. 185ff. The story of Laureano is in Busnot, History, p. 19. Joseph Morgan’s comments are to be found in his A Voyage to Barbary, 1736. The second edition of this book was published as Several Voyages to Barbary, by which title it is more commonly known. See also Clissold, The Barbary Slaves, for much information about renegades throughout Barbary.

The infamous black guard was much feared by the European slaves. See Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty, pp. 60ff.; St Olon, The Present State, pp. 113f. and 127f. There is a most interesting account in ez-Zayyani, Le Maroc, of the manner in which the black guard were reared from childhood. See also Blunt, Black Sunrise, pp. 45ff.; and Budget Meakin, Land of the Moors, 1901, pp. 155f.

This account of the Jews in Morocco is drawn from Busnot, History, pp. 17ff. and 42ff.; Ockley, South-West Barbary, p. 99; St Olon, The Present State, pp. 79f. See also Blunt, Black Sunrise, pp. 43f.

It is unfortunate that there is so little information about the monstrous Lala Zidana. This portrait is drawn from the accounts of Busnot and Ockley. Her huge size was, perhaps, what made her so attractive to Moulay Ismail. St Olon noted that ‘the fattest and biggest women are the most admir’d in those parts, for which reason that sex never put on any stiff-bodyd gowns.’

The Moroccan poem extolling Moulay Ismail’s virtues is quoted in ez-Zayyani, Le Maroc, p. 141. The sultan’s religious fervour was genuine. He observed all the fasts and feasts of Islam, prayed frequently in public and was constantly consulting the Koran.

8: Turning Turk, pp. 157–71

pp. 157–61: For more about the history of Penryn, see Palmer, Penryn. This also contains invaluable information about Valentine Enys. For further information about Enys, see June Palmer (ed.), Cornwall, the Canaries and the Atlantic: The Letter Book of Valentine Enys, 1704–1719, Institute of Cornish Studies, 1997.

Hatfeild’s list of slaves is in the PRO, SP71/16, ff. 584–7, and is entitled ‘List of English Captives in Mequinez’.

John Pitts’ letter to his son was published in Pitts, A True and Faithful Account. Services of repentance and thanksgiving were often held for slaves that successfully made it home. The Laudian rite for returned renegades, first published in 1637, is reprinted in Vitkus (ed.), Piracy, Slavery and Redemption.

pp. 161–7: The Renegado was most recently published in Daniel J. Vitkus (ed.), Three Turk Plays from Early Modern England, New York, 2000. This book also contains Selimus and A Christian Turned Turk. The various petitions of the English wives of slaves are in the PRO; SP71/16.

For more information on Alexander Ross, see Nabil Matar’s excellent book, Islam in Britain, Cambridge, 1998, pp. 73ff. See also Bernard Lewis, Islam and the West, New York, 1993. The British Library holds a 1688 copy of The Alcoran of Mahomet, Alexander Ross (trans.). Humphrey Prideaux’s book, The True Nature of Imposture, Fully Displayed in the Life of Mahomet, was published in numerous editions. I referred to the one published in 1697.

Criticism of the Islamic world was not the exclusive preserve of theological and pseudo-historical works. Penelope Aubin, The Noble Slaves, 1722, recounts the fictional tale of four nobles captured by the Barbary corsairs. In the preface to her book, Aubin reminds her readers that white slavery has continued unabated for many decades in North Africa. In the epilogue, she notes that ‘a large number of Christian slaves are, at this time, expected to return to Europe, redeemed from the hands of those cruel infidels, amongst whom our noble slaves suffer’d so much, and lived so long.’ See also G. A. Starr, ‘Escape from Barbary: A 17th Century Genre’, in the Huntingdon Library Quarterly, 29, 1965.

Cotton Mather’s 1698 sermon was first published in Boston under the title, ‘A Pastoral Letter to the English Captives in Africa’. A microfilm copy of this rare pamphlet is in the British Library.

Simon Ockley is a fascinating individual and worthy of further study; see his entry in the Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 41. There is further information about his life in the 1847 edition of his History of the Saracens, 2 vols., 1708–18.

pp. 169–71: This account of the campaign outside the walls of Guzlan is taken from Pellow’s Adventures.

9: At the Court of Moulay Ismail, pp. 172–95

pp. 172–95: For more about Hatfeild’s years in Morocco, see his correspondence in PRO; SP71/16. His letter concerning torture in Tetouan was published in Windus, Journey to Mequinez, p. 199. See also Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations. For the complaints of the London merchants, see Leo Stock (ed.), Proceedings and Debates of British Parliament, respecting North America, Washington, 1924; see vol. 3, pp. 432ff.

Little has been written about Commodore Charles Stewart. There is a brief biography in Edith Johnston-Liik (ed.), History of the Irish Parliament, 1662–1800, 6 vols., Belfast, 2002; see vol. 6. Stewart is also mentioned in Romney Sedgwick (ed.), History of Parliament: The House of Commons, 1715–1754, Members, 2 vols., 1970; see vol. 2, pp. 447f. See also John Charnock, Biographia Navalis, 6 vols., 1794–8; see vol. 3, pp. 304ff.

The list of presents that Stewart took to the Moroccan court is in SP71/16, f. 613. Much of the rest of this chapter, dealing with Stewart’s time in Meknes, is taken from Windus, Journey to Mequinez. Windus had an eye for detail and wrote one of the finest descriptions of Meknes palace. For a modern study of the palace’s construction, and a complete survey of the ruins, see Marianne Barreaud, L’Architecture de la Qasba de Moulay Ismail à Meknes, Casablanca, 1976.

10: Escape or Death, pp. 196–216

pp. 196–202: The return to England of Commodore Charles Stewart received widespread coverage in the press. The report in the Daily Post, dated Tuesday, 5 December 1721, is the most comprehensive. But see also the items in the London Journal, 16, 23 and 30 December 1721. Daniel Defoe, A Tour, provides a colourful description of London as it was at the time of Stewart’s return. Most other details have been drawn from London newspapers. William Berryman’s sermon was published in London in 1722 under the title ‘A Sermon Preached at the Cathedral Church of St Paul, December 4, 1721, before the Captives Redeem’d by the late treaty with the Emperor of Morocco’.

pp. 202–16: The accounts of Pellow’s two escape attempts have been drawn from his Adventures. Other captives left detailed descriptions of the hazards encountered by slaves escaping from Moulay Ismail’s Morocco. See Mouette, The Travels of the Sieur Mouette, pp. 38–62; Phelps, A True Account, pp. 504f.; Brooks, Barbarian Cruelty, pp. 86ff.; Busnot, History, pp. 165–71 and 231ff.

Busnot also gives details of the dramatic escape of two French slaves, John Ladire and William Croissant. The most extraordinary flight from North African slavery was undertaken by William Okeley and a small group of friends. They built a collapsible boat, smuggled it to the seashore and managed to sail it to Majorca. See Vitkus (ed.), Piracy, Slavery and Redemption, pp. 124–92.

11: Blood Rivals, pp. 217–41

pp. 217–22: The account of Jean de la Faye’s mission is to be found in a very rare volume entitled Relation en forme de journal, du voiage pour la redemption des captifs aux Roiaumes de Maroc & D’Alger pendent les Années 1723, 1724 & 1725, par les Pères Jean de la Faye, Denis Mackar, Augustin d’Arcisas, Henry le Roy, Paris, 1726. A copy is held by the Middle East Library, St Anthony’s College, Oxford. For more on Father Garcia Navarra’s missions to North Africa, see M. Garcia Navarra, Redenciones de cautivos en Africa, 1723–5, Madrid, 1946.

pp. 222–7: For more on John Russell, see Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations. There is a wealth of fascinating detail about Russell’s mission to Meknes, much of it in Braithwaite, History. For more on Moulay Ismail’s death, see Adrian de Manault, Relation de ci qui s’est passé dans le royaume de Maroc depuis l’année 1727 jusqu’an 1737, Paris, 1742; see especially pp. 42ff. See also Blunt, Black Sunrise.

Pellow provides much detail about the rivalry – and battles – between Abdelmalek and Ahmed ed-Dehebi. His version of events is largely corroborated by Muhammad al-Qadiri, Norman Cigar (ed.), Nashr al-Mathani: The Chronicles, 1981. This gives a year-by-year account of the turmoil that followed Moulay Ismail’s death, and his tight chronology enables key events to be given precise dates. For more on Ahmed ed-Dehebi’s character, see de Manault, Relation, pp. 56–7. See also al-Nasari, Chronique. There is additional information in Louis de Chenier, The Present State of the Empire of Morocco, 2 vols., 1788.

pp. 228–34: The account of Russell’s progress towards Meknes is taken from Braithwaite, History. This book contains a wealth of information about European renegades living in Morocco. It also provides additional evidence about Pellow and the way in which he had been changed by his years in Morocco. See especially pp. 192ff. There is much of interest about Russell’s mission in the PRO. See especially SP17/17, part 1.

pp. 234–40: The events that led to civil war are recounted in Pellow’s Adventures; Braithwaite, History; de Chenier, The Present State; and al-Qadiri, The Chronicles.

pp. 240–1: Moulay Abdallah was to prove as unpredictable and violent as his father. See de Chenier, The Present State; and al-Qadiri, The Chronicles.

12: Long Route Home, pp. 242–68

pp. 242–51: Much of this is drawn from Pellow’s own account. See the notes in Morsy, La Relation, especially pp. 161ff. For more information about French exploitation of Guinea, see P. E. H. Hair, Adam Jones and Robin Law (eds.), Barbot on Guinea: The Writings of Jean Barbot on West Africa, 1678–1712, 1992. See also William Smith, A New Voyage to Guinea, 1744.

pp. 251–3: For more on John Leonard Sollicoffre’s mission to Morocco, see PRO; SP17/18. The mission is also discussed in Rogers, Anglo-Moroccan Relations. The Duke of Newcastle’s letter to Sollicoffre is in SP17/18, f. 97.

pp. 253–68: This account is taken from Pellow’s Adventures. See also Colley, Captives, pp. 95–6. I tried, without success, to locate the newspaper article written about Pellow’s arrival in London.

Epilogue, pp. 269–80

pp. 269–71: The capture and enslavement of the Inspector’s crew is told in Thomas Troughton, Barbarian Cruelty, 1751. For general background to Sidi Mohammed’s reign, see Meakin, The Moorish Empire, pp. 262ff. For a much more detailed assessment of his character and foreign policy, see de Chenier, The Present State, pp. 279–364. De Chenier includes a list of all the treaties that Sultan Mohammed signed with European powers. See also Clissold, The Barbary Slaves, pp. 152ff.; Lloyd, English Corsairs, pp. 157ff.; John B. Wolf, The Barbary Coast: Algiers under the Turks, 1500–1830, 1979; and Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs, pp. 273ff. Within a few years of American independence, American shipping was being hit hard by the Barbary corsairs. Sumner, White Slavery, offers an excellent overview of the various attacks on American vessels and the response they produced; see especially pp. 30–42. For a more detailed analysis, see James A. Field, America and the Mediterranean World, 1776–1882, Princeton, 1969; and R. W. Irwin, The Diplomatic Relations of the United States with the Barbary Powers, Chapel Hill, 1931.

pp. 271–8: There were many in the early nineteenth century who believed it was time for a grand military offensive against Barbary. See Filippo Pananti, Narrative of Residence in Algiers, 1818. For more about Sir Sidney Smith, see Clissold, The Barbary Slaves. See also E. Howard (ed.), Memoirs of Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, 1839, 2 vols; see especially vol. 2, p. 194.

The exact number of slaves being held in North Africa at any given time is extremely hard to calculate. Father Pierre Dan claimed in 1637 that the slave population had already topped one million – an assertion for which he provides little evidence. His claim that Algiers had a constant slave population of about 25,000 is almost certainly more accurate, for it is corroborated by many other reports. Diego de Haedo, writing in the last quarter of the sixteenth century, estimated that there were 25,000 Christian slaves in Algiers; see his Topografia, Valladolid, 1612. Father Emanuel d’Aranda provides similar figures (25,000) for Algiers in the 1650s; see his Relation de la Captivité à Alger, Leyden, 1671. Felipe Palermo, a captive, wrote in September 1656 that there were 35,000 Christian slaves in Algiers; see Friedman, Spanish Captives. Chevalier Laurent d’Arvieux claims in his Mémoires du Chevalier d’Arvieux, Paris, 1735, that there were almost 40,000. The diplomats Laugier de Tassy and Joseph Morgan, writing in the eighteenth century, paint a similar picture. See Laugier de Tassy, Histoire d’Alger, Amsterdam, 1725; and Morgan, A Voyage to Barbary.

The subject of the white slave population of North Africa has been addressed most recently and comprehensively in Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters: White Slavery in the Mediterranean, the Barbary Coast and Italy, 1500–1800 by Robert C. Davis, 2003. Davis has made a detailed study of corsair activity between the 16th and 18th centuries and has also compiled a list of all the available slave counts for this period. Furthermore, he has looked at the death rate of captives – whether through torture or sickness – and the numbers redeemed by padres and ambassadors. He concludes that between 1530 and 1780, ‘there were certainly a million, and quite possibly as many as a million and a quarter white, European Christians enslaved by the Muslims of the Barbary coast.’ See part one, chapters one and two.

For more information about Sir Edward Pellew, see Cyril Northcote Parkinson, Edward Pellew, Viscount Exmouth, 1934. The best single-volume account of Pellew’s campaign against Algiers is Roger Perkins, Gunfire in Barbary, Havant, 1982. Playfair, The Scourge of Christendom, contains lengthy quotations from Pellew’s despatches, as well as the eyewitness account written by William Shaler; see pp. 258–80.
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