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    A people’s memory is measured against the judgment of an empire. Flavius Josephus’ The Antiquities of the Jews offers a vast, carefully argued narrative that sets Israel’s ancestral story before the Greco-Roman world. Opening with primordial beginnings and proceeding through patriarchs, prophets, monarchs, and statesmen, it frames the past as both inheritance and testimony. Josephus writes as mediator and advocate, presenting the laws, rites, and history of his nation in terms legible to imperial readers. The result is a work that asks how an ancient tradition can be understood across cultural boundaries, and how history can shore up identity under the pressure of power.

This book is a classic because it sits at the crossroads of civilizations, shaping how later ages imagined the ancient Judean past. It offers a bridge between biblical literature and Greco-Roman historiography, and its pages informed church historians, medieval compilers, Renaissance humanists, and modern scholars alike. The Antiquities provided a durable framework for understanding the Second Temple period and the Herodian age, and it influenced authors who sought models of narrative history, moral exempla, and cultural translation. Its endurance lies in the breadth of its scope, the clarity of its apologetic aims, and the resource it provides for interpreting Scripture within history.

Flavius Josephus, a Judean historian of priestly descent, composed The Antiquities of the Jews in Greek in the late first century CE, completing it around 93–94 CE in Rome. The work spans twenty books, recounting Jewish history from the world’s beginnings through the eras of judges and kings, the exiles and returns, and the complex politics of the Hellenistic and early Roman periods, ending on the eve of revolt. Josephus’ purpose is to present Jewish antiquity, law, and custom to a wider audience, correcting misunderstandings and demonstrating the venerable origins and rationality of his nation’s way of life.

Josephus’ background lends the work its distinctive perspective. Born in Jerusalem around 37 CE and trained among the city’s elites, he witnessed the convulsions of the first Jewish–Roman War before entering the patronage of the Flavian household. Writing in Rome, he addressed readers steeped in Greek education and Roman political assumptions. That setting sharpened his impulse to translate, to recast Hebrew traditions into the idiom of classical history. Without renouncing his heritage, he adopted the conventions of Hellenistic historiography to frame events, characters, and institutions. The Antiquities is therefore at once an act of cultural explanation and a sophisticated exercise in historical rhetoric.

The architecture of the work mirrors its ambition. Organized into twenty books, it proceeds from creation narratives through ancestral sagas to the institutional life of a people—its priesthoods, festivals, courts, and kingship—and finally to the intricate entanglements of Judea with Hellenistic monarchies and Roman governors. Josephus draws on the Hebrew Scriptures and their Greek renderings, supplements them with archival materials and prior historians, and shapes episodes using speeches, summaries, and comparisons familiar to learned readers. He aims for coherence and plausibility, arranging sources to advance clarity and honor antiquity. The method is transparent enough to invite scrutiny and artful enough to sustain interest.

As literature, The Antiquities moves with a deliberate cadence, balancing annalistic detail with crafted scenes. Josephus fashions character portraits—of rulers, sages, and rebels—that illustrate the consequences of policy and piety. He pauses to explain laws and customs, then accelerates through court intrigues and international diplomacy. His rhetoric tends toward exemplarity: episodes become cases to consider, actions to emulate or avoid, choices weighed under the gaze of divine and human judgment. The style is classical in tone yet rooted in Judean memory, producing a voice that is neither merely scriptural paraphrase nor simply Greco-Roman chronicle, but a hybrid that defined later historical storytelling.

Central themes recur. Antiquity itself functions as a claim: ancient laws deserve respect because of their tested endurance and coherent order. Law is portrayed as a teacher of virtue, linking private conduct to public stability. Providence and human responsibility are intertwined, with success attributed to fidelity and failure to corruption or folly. Leadership is examined through the lenses of legitimacy, justice, and restraint. Cultural translation is constant, as Josephus recasts terms, practices, and narratives for readers unfamiliar with Judean life. Together these themes press toward a vision in which memory fortifies identity and history becomes a common language across communities.

The Antiquities has exerted far-reaching influence. Early Christian historians mined it for chronology, background, and corroboration of figures and events connected to Judea under Roman rule. Medieval and early modern writers treated it as a key companion to biblical reading, while modern scholarship has used it to reconstruct Second Temple institutions, Herodian politics, and provincial administration. Some passages have been rigorously debated by scholars, which only underscores the book’s centrality to conversations about sources, transmission, and interpretation. Its reception history illustrates how a text can be simultaneously indispensable and contested, sustaining inquiry by inviting careful, comparative, and critical reading.

As a historical source, the work illuminates the geography of Judea, the rhythms of temple and festival life, the taxations and edicts of governors, and the pressures that shaped communities under successive empires. It preserves traditions otherwise lost, preserves names that anchor timelines, and offers narratives that can be tested against inscriptions, coins, and parallel histories. Readers encounter both the authority and the limitations of an ancient historian writing within political constraints and cultural expectations. The Antiquities rewards patience: patterns emerge across books, policies echo, and long arcs of cause and effect become intelligible, revealing how memory and power negotiate the meaning of events.

Placed alongside Josephus’ other works, The Antiquities complements The Jewish War and anticipates the polemical defenses of Against Apion. Where The Jewish War narrates catastrophe and its aftermath, The Antiquities supplies the longue durée against which crisis can be understood. It is concerned not merely with what happened, but with why a people lived as it did—its constitution, its pedagogy, its collective aims. Read together, these texts form an archive of survival: one recounts the fall, another insists upon the depth and dignity of what preceded it. The Antiquities thereby frames disaster within a history capacious enough to sustain renewal.

Approaching the book today invites both empathy and critique. Josephus writes to persuade; recognizing his audience and motives sharpens, rather than diminishes, the value of his narrative. Translation choices and manuscript histories affect nuances, so modern readers benefit from reliable editions and notes that signal textual issues and parallel sources. Yet the work remains accessible in its overarching drive: to make a distant world legible. Its patient explanations of law and custom, its portraits of rulers, and its attention to institutional life equip readers to think historically about faith, governance, and culture, while modeling how to speak across difference without abandoning conviction.

The Antiquities of the Jews endures because it braids scholarship, advocacy, and storytelling into a single enterprise: to render an ancient people’s life intelligible and honorable before the wider world. Its pages carry themes of identity under empire, the civilizing power of law, the costs of leadership, and the uses of memory. For contemporary readers, it offers a disciplined account that enriches understanding of biblical literature and the Roman East, while posing perennial questions about history’s public role. Engaging, capacious, and consequential, Josephus’ work remains a touchstone for anyone seeking to see the past whole and to read it with care.
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    Flavius Josephus, a first-century Judean historian, composed Antiquities of the Jews around 93 to 94 CE as a comprehensive history of the Jewish people. In twenty books, he narrates events from the biblical creation to the eve of the revolt against Rome. Addressed to a Greco Roman readership, the work aims to demonstrate the antiquity and reasonableness of Jewish laws and customs. Josephus adapts scriptural narratives, often following the Greek Bible, and supplements them with traditions, documents, and apologetic explanations. He arranges the material chronologically, explains institutions and festivals, and supplies dates and lineages, presenting a continuous national story framed for a Roman imperial audience.

Books One and Two recount primeval and patriarchal history. Josephus summarizes creation, the lives of Adam and his descendants, the flood in Noah's time, and the dispersion after Babel. He then follows Abraham's call, his covenant, travels, and family, leading to Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve tribes. The story continues with Joseph's rise in Egypt and the settlement of his family there. Moses' birth, mission to Pharaoh, the plagues, the exodus, and the crossing of the sea are presented, followed by Sinai, covenant law, and the tabernacle. Legal sections are paraphrased, with explanations intended to clarify practice for non Jewish readers.

Books Three to Five cover the wilderness period and the conquest. Josephus outlines the journey from Sinai, the organization of priesthood and camp, and episodes of complaint and rebellion, including the spies and Korah. He notes provisions such as manna and water, and the oracles of Balaam. Moses delivers final exhortations and appoints Joshua before his death. Under Joshua, Israel enters Canaan, captures key cities, conducts campaigns, and divides the land among the tribes. The ensuing era of judges presents alternating oppression and deliverance through figures such as Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson, emphasizing governance before kingship.

Books Six to Eight trace the transition to monarchy and the united kingdom. Samuel emerges as prophet and judge, anoints Saul, and guides early royal institutions. Saul's reign includes wars and his eventual downfall. David rises to leadership, takes Jerusalem, unifies the tribes, and establishes administrative and cultic arrangements, while navigating internal family conflicts. Solomon succeeds, builds the temple, organizes the realm, secures trade and alliances, and displays notable wisdom and wealth. Later lapses lead to the division between Israel in the north and Judah in the south, with early rulers setting patterns that prophetic voices begin to address.

Books Nine to Eleven narrate the history of the divided kingdoms to the Persian and early Hellenistic periods. Josephus relates conflicts between Israel and Judah, the ministries of prophets such as Elijah and Elisha, and the fall of the northern kingdom to Assyria. In Judah, reforms under Hezekiah and Josiah are contrasted with decline, leading to Babylonian domination, the destruction of Jerusalem, and exile. Under Persian rule, Cyrus authorizes return, the temple is rebuilt, and communal life is reorganized under leaders like Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. The account includes Esther and concludes with encounters with early Macedonian power, including Alexander's approach.

Books Twelve and Thirteen describe the Hellenistic era and the rise of the Hasmoneans. After initial Ptolemaic control, Judea comes under Seleucid rule, with disputes over the high priesthood and decrees that strain traditional observance. Antiochus the Fourth's policies and the profanation of the sanctuary prompt revolt. Josephus recounts the leadership of Mattathias and Judas, the purification and rededication of the temple, and campaigns that secure autonomy. Subsequent leaders Jonathan and Simon consolidate gains, while diplomatic ties with Rome and neighboring states are recorded. Under John Hyrcanus, territory expands and institutions of a priestly rulership become firmly established.

Books Fourteen to Sixteen follow late Hasmonean politics, Roman intervention, and the reign of Herod. Conflicts among Aristobulus, Hyrcanus, and their supporters invite Pompey's entry into Jerusalem and the reduction of Judea to a Roman client. Administrative adjustments by Roman commanders set new boundaries. Antipater's son Herod, supported by Rome, is appointed king, overcomes rivals, and secures the realm. Josephus details his marriage alliances, fortifications, cities, and extensive building, notably the expansion of the temple complex. Relations with Augustus are highlighted, as are domestic tensions, trials, and executions within the royal house that affect succession and stability.

Books Seventeen to Nineteen describe transition after Herod, Roman administration, and notable figures. On Herod's death, his kingdom is divided among Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip; Archelaus is later deposed, and Judea is ruled by prefects. Josephus outlines legal and social currents among Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes, and records episodes under Pontius Pilate. He notes John the Baptist and a passage on Jesus. Under Tiberius and Caligula, pressures over imperial images create unrest. The career of Agrippa is traced from imprisonment to royal authority over a reunited realm as Agrippa the First, whose death precedes Claudius's rearrangement of governance.

Book Twenty concludes with the later procurators and the approach to war. Josephus lists governors such as Cumanus, Felix, Festus, Albinus, and Florus, noting disputes over civic status, taxation, and temple administration, as well as rising banditry and unrest. He describes frequent changes in the high priesthood and records the execution of James, identified as brother of Jesus, during a vacancy in provincial authority. The narrative follows Agrippa the Second's role and the intensification of local conflicts. The work closes near the outbreak of revolt, underscoring the antiquity of the nation and the enduring framework of its laws and institutions.
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    Flavius Josephus set The Antiquities of the Jews across a vast chronology, from primordial origins to the eve of the Jewish revolt against Rome in 66 CE. The principal places are the ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean worlds: Mesopotamia and Egypt for the earliest narratives, the Levant for the formation of Israel, and especially Judea and Jerusalem during the monarchic and Second Temple periods. The work culminates under Roman hegemony, when Judea had become entangled in imperial politics. While composed in Rome around 93–94 CE, the book’s setting remains anchored in Israel’s sacred geography—Jerusalem, the Temple Mount, and provincial Judea—while constantly intersecting with imperial centers such as Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome.

The social world depicted is that of temple-centered Judaism shaped by successive empires—Persian, Hellenistic, and Roman. Languages and cultures intersect: Hebrew and Aramaic traditions refracted through Hellenistic Greek and Roman administrative frameworks. Institutions such as the high priesthood, synagogues, and the Sanhedrin organize communal life, while competing groups—Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and later the zealot or Fourth Philosophy—offer divergent religious and political visions. Economic pressures, tribute demands, and patronage networks bind Judea to regional capitals. The book’s setting therefore reflects a cosmopolitan but contested landscape, in which covenantal law, local aristocracies, and imperial authorities continually negotiate authority, identity, and public order.

The patriarchal and Exodus traditions situate Israel’s origins within the broader Bronze and early Iron Age Near East. Abraham’s migrations from Mesopotamia to Canaan, Jacob’s family’s sojourn in Egypt, and the leadership of Moses during the Exodus (often placed by modern scholars in the thirteenth century BCE) form the foundational epochs. Josephus recounts these in Antiquities Books 1–3, emphasizing Moses as lawgiver and the antiquity of Jewish customs. He engages Greco-Egyptian writers, such as Manetho, to align and rebut external chronologies. The book thus integrates Israel’s formative narratives into a wider Mediterranean historiography, asserting both chronological priority and ethical sophistication for the Mosaic constitution.

The establishment of the monarchy under Saul, David, and Solomon (c. 11th–10th centuries BCE) and the construction of the First Temple define Israel’s classical statehood. David consolidates rule around Jerusalem; Solomon (c. 970–931 BCE) builds the Temple, strengthening ties with Phoenicia through Hiram of Tyre. This era features territorial consolidation, international diplomacy, and temple-centered worship. Josephus, drawing on biblical records and Tyrian annals, treats this as a golden age of centralized authority and piety. In Antiquities, the monarchy’s rise illustrates the benefits of lawful kingship under divine sanction, a theme he later contrasts with tyrannical or impious rulers who neglect covenantal norms.

After Solomon’s death, the kingdom divides (c. 930 BCE) into Israel (Samaria) and Judah (Jerusalem), inviting Assyrian intervention. The Omride dynasty (9th century BCE) engages in regional coalitions; the Kurkh Monolith (853 BCE) mentions Ahab at Qarqar. Assyrian campaigns under Tiglath-pileser III and Shalmaneser V culminate in the fall of Samaria (722 BCE), completed under Sargon II. Deportations reshuffle populations and reconfigure Israelite identity. Josephus recounts these catastrophes to illustrate the perils of disobedience and political fragmentation. He frames imperial aggressions within a moral narrative: foreign domination follows internal division, a lesson repeatedly underscored for later Judean politics.

Judah’s final crisis arrives with Babylonian power. Nebuchadnezzar II besieges Jerusalem in 597 and 586 BCE, razing the First Temple and deporting elites. Persian conquest under Cyrus the Great (539 BCE) reverses policy; his edict (538 BCE) permits Judean return under Zerubbabel, culminating in the Second Temple’s completion in 515 BCE. Ezra and Nehemiah (5th century BCE) institute communal reforms, emphasizing Torah observance, genealogy, and city rebuilding. Josephus narrates these events to demonstrate restoration through piety and lawful governance. He also includes the emergence of rival cultic centers, notably the Samaritan temple at Mount Gerizim under Sanballat, foreshadowing later sectarian tensions.

Alexander the Great’s conquest (332 BCE) integrates Judea into the Hellenistic oikoumene. After his death, Ptolemies and Seleucids contest Coele-Syria; Ptolemaic control (early 3rd century BCE) yields to the Seleucids after the Battle of Panion (200/198 BCE) under Antiochus III. Hellenization accelerates through urban foundations, military colonies, and cultural patronage. Local elites navigate Greek institutions, bilingual administration, and shifting tax regimes. Josephus situates Judea within these imperial transitions, presenting documents and diplomatic exchanges to show how Jewish law persisted under foreign sovereignty. His treatment underscores the fragility of autonomy amid hegemonic competition, a recurrent political reality animating later crises.

The crisis under Antiochus IV Epiphanes (r. 175–164 BCE) triggers the Maccabean revolt. Following internal struggles over the high priesthood, Antiochus suppresses Jewish rites (167 BCE), desecrates the Temple, and imposes Hellenistic cult. Mattathias and his sons, especially Judas Maccabeus, wage guerrilla war, winning battles such as Emmaus (165 BCE) and rededicating the Temple in 164 BCE. A treaty with Rome is recorded in 161 BCE. Josephus narrates these events as a paradigmatic defense of ancestral law against tyranny. In Antiquities, the revolt exemplifies legitimate resistance to religious coercion while foreshadowing the hazards of later dynastic ambition.

The Hasmonean state expands under Jonathan (high priest from 152 BCE) and Simon (recognition of autonomy in 142 BCE). John Hyrcanus I (134–104 BCE) conquers Idumea and destroys the Samaritan temple at Mount Gerizim, consolidating territory. Aristobulus I and Alexander Jannaeus (103–76 BCE) pursue aggressive campaigns and face domestic unrest, notably conflicts with the Pharisees. Salome Alexandra (76–67 BCE) stabilizes governance by elevating Pharisaic influence. Civil war follows between Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II. Josephus presents this arc to highlight the drift from pious liberation to internecine rivalry, a warning that internal factionalism invites external arbiters.

Roman intervention arrives in 63 BCE when Pompey besieges Jerusalem, enters the Temple, and confirms Hyrcanus II as high priest and ethnarch. Administrative reorganizations follow under Gabinius (57 BCE), who divides Judea into local councils. Antipater, an Idumean strategist, rises as Roman ally, later backed by Julius Caesar (support in 47 BCE). Antipater’s sons, Phasael and Herod, gain provincial authority. The Parthian invasion (40 BCE) temporarily restores Aristobulus’s line, but Herod secures Roman backing; the Senate proclaims him king (40 BCE), and with Sosius he takes Jerusalem in 37 BCE. Antiquities frames Rome as decisive arbiter, while tracing Herod’s ascent from client to monarch.

Herod the Great’s reign (37–4 BCE) stands at the center of Josephus’s late Second Temple narrative and deeply shapes the work’s historical outlook. Installed with Roman support under Antony and Octavian, Herod reconquered Jerusalem in 37 BCE and embarked on a program of state-building and patronage. He fortified the kingdom at Masada, Herodium, and Machaerus; founded or refounded cities such as Sebaste (Samaria) and Caesarea Maritima, the latter built c. 22–10 BCE with a deep-water harbor (Sebastos) and inaugurated with games to honor Augustus. Most emblematic was the Temple expansion, begun in 20/19 BCE, which transformed the Jerusalem sanctuary into a monumental complex integrating Roman engineering with Jewish cultic norms. Diplomatically, Herod navigated the transition from Antony to Augustus after Actium (31 BCE), securing confirmation of his throne. His domestic life, however, was marked by lethal intrigues: the execution of the Hasmonean high priest Aristobulus III (35 BCE), the trial and execution of his Hasmonean wife Mariamne (29 BCE), and the later execution of his sons Alexander and Aristobulus (7 BCE) on charges of treason. Administrative reforms and heavy taxation were tempered by public benefactions, including famine relief in 25/24 BCE obtained from Egyptian grain. Abroad, he endowed games and temples in Greek cities, enhancing prestige and alliance networks. Herod’s will partitioned the realm among Archelaus (Judea, Samaria, Idumea), Antipas (Galilee, Perea), and Philip (northeast territories). In Antiquities Books 15–17, Josephus draws on sources like Nicolaus of Damascus to portray Herod as both a master of realpolitik and a tyrant whose suspicion and dynastic violence corroded legitimacy. This duality underpins Josephus’s critique of autocracy aligned with imperial power yet estranged from ancestral law and communal trust.

Upon Archelaus’s deposition in 6 CE, Judea became a Roman province under the legate of Syria. Publius Sulpicius Quirinius conducted a census to assess property and levy tribute, provoking resistance led by Judas the Galilean and the Pharisee Zadok. Josephus identifies their teaching as the Fourth Philosophy, exalting liberty under God and rejecting foreign taxation. Coponius served as the first Roman prefect. Antiquities 18 presents the census as a turning point, planting seeds of unrest that would later culminate in revolt. By highlighting its ideological consequences, Josephus links administrative measures to deeper contestations over sovereignty and law.

Pontius Pilate governed as prefect c. 26–36 CE, with incidents emblematic of Roman-provincial friction. He introduced imperial standards into Jerusalem (c. 26), provoking protests until he relented. A later episode involved gilded shields hung in Herod’s palace; Tiberius ordered their removal to Caesarea. Pilate’s aqueduct, financed from Temple funds, sparked demonstrations and a violent crackdown. Josephus also recounts a Samaritan messianic gathering near Mount Gerizim (c. 36), leading to Pilate’s recall by the Syrian legate Vitellius. Antiquities uses these episodes to illustrate insensitive governance that disregarded local religious sensibilities, contrasting lawful order with provocations that destabilized Judea.

The crisis under Caligula (Gaius, r. 37–41 CE) reached a climax in 40 CE when he ordered a statue of himself erected in the Jerusalem Temple. The Syrian governor, Petronius, delayed enforcement amid mass Jewish appeals and threatened famine. Herod Agrippa I interceded; Caligula’s assassination in January 41 ended the crisis. Under Claudius (r. 41–54), Agrippa I briefly reunited Judea (41–44 CE). Josephus preserves imperial letters confirming Jewish rights in Alexandria and Asia Minor, and later describes Agrippa II’s client rulership. In Antiquities, the Caligula affair epitomizes the dangers of imperial caprice and the necessity of diplomatic mediation to avert sacrilege and war.

Diaspora politics and sectarian diversity frame Josephus’s broader canvas. In Alexandria, anti-Jewish violence in 38 CE under the prefect Aulus Avilius Flaccus led to sequestration of synagogues and civic degradation, episodes known from Philo and echoed by Josephus via Claudius’s remedial letters (41 CE) affirming communal rights. Earlier, Julius Caesar and Augustus had recognized Jewish ethnos privileges across Asia Minor, permitting assemblies and remittance of the Temple tax; Josephus reproduces decrees from Sardis, Halicarnassus, and elsewhere. Within Judea, he delineates Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and the Fourth Philosophy, connecting belief to politics. Antiquities deploys these dossiers to demonstrate Jewish legal antiquity, civic legitimacy, and the social fault lines that imperiled cohesion.

As social and political critique, Antiquities insists that the Mosaic constitution fosters justice, piety, and civic peace when rulers obey it. Josephus indicts impious coercion (Antiochus IV) and dynastic tyranny (Herod) as causes of national suffering, while warning that zealotry born of fiscal or ideological grievances corrodes lawful order. Priestly corruption and factional rivalry, recurrent after the Hasmoneans, are presented as moral failures that invite foreign domination. By contrasting episodes of fair imperial policy with provocations by prefects such as Pilate, Josephus argues that respect for ancestral law is compatible with imperial stability and that violation of it generates unrest.

The book also exposes structural inequities of the era: unequal taxation, arbitrary justice, and ethnic discrimination in diaspora cities. Josephus presents imperial letters by Julius Caesar, Augustus, and Claudius to critique local magistrates who suppressed Jewish assemblies or seized synagogues, thus urging imperial oversight against civic bigotry. He laments class divides between priestly aristocrats and commoners, and the politicization of the high priesthood. By highlighting the Caligula statue crisis and censuses that ignored religious conscience, he frames governance as legitimate only when tempered by legal restraint. Antiquities thereby advocates toleration, lawful administration, and moderation as remedies to the century’s most corrosive injustices.
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    Flavius Josephus (Yosef ben Matityahu) was a first-century Jewish historian whose works are among the principal sources for the history of Judea and the Roman Empire's involvement with it. Born in Jerusalem in the late 30s CE and active through the end of the first century, he authored The Jewish War, Antiquities of the Jews, Life, and Against Apion. His career traced a remarkable arc from priestly scholar and wartime commander to a Roman-sponsored author writing for Greek-speaking audiences. Across these roles, he sought to explain Jewish history and law to outsiders while interpreting the catastrophe of the revolt for contemporaries and posterity.

Raised in a priestly aristocratic milieu in Jerusalem, Josephus received an education centered on the scriptures and Jewish law. He reports studying the practices of the three principal Jewish sects and spending time with an ascetic teacher in the wilderness before aligning with the Pharisees as a young man. In the early 60s, he traveled to Rome, where he secured the release of imprisoned priests with help from imperial circles. This journey exposed him to Roman power and Hellenistic culture, experiences that later shaped his literary style and audience. By his own account, he was comfortable in Greek but relied on assistance for polished composition.

When the revolt against Rome erupted in the late 60s, the revolutionary authorities in Jerusalem appointed Josephus to oversee defenses in Galilee. His command forced him to navigate local factionalism, organize fortifications, and manage fragile alliances. After a prolonged siege at Jotapata, he was captured by Roman forces led by Vespasian. Josephus later recounted that he predicted Vespasian’s rise to the imperial throne, a claim associated with his survival. However interpreted, his capture ended his direct military role and initiated a new phase as an intermediary between Judean interests and the Roman commanders who would soon dominate the region.

With Vespasian’s accession during the civil wars of 69, Josephus was freed and took the family name Flavius, reflecting imperial patronage. He accompanied Titus during the campaign that culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70, serving as interpreter and negotiator in efforts to induce surrender. After the war, he settled in Rome under Flavian auspices, receiving support that enabled a sustained literary career. There he positioned himself as a historian of Jewish affairs for a Greco-Roman readership, seeking to distance mainstream Judaism from revolutionary zeal and to present Jewish antiquity as venerable within the broader Mediterranean world.

Josephus’s first major work from Rome, The Jewish War, written in Greek after an initial version in his native language, narrates the background, outbreak, and course of the revolt. It offers detailed portraits of leaders, strategic assessments, and dramatic set-piece speeches, aligning with conventions of Hellenistic historiography. The work assigns responsibility to internal factionalism and extremist violence, while also depicting Roman power and discipline. Intended for audiences across the empire, it has been invaluable to historians for its eyewitness elements and for its descriptions of the siege of Jerusalem, though its apologetic aims and reliance on elite perspectives require careful interpretation.

Antiquities of the Jews, completed in the later first century, presents a comprehensive account of Jewish history from biblical beginnings to the eve of the revolt, drawing on scriptural texts and other sources. It aims to demonstrate the antiquity and rational order of Jewish law and institutions. Appended to it, Life addresses Josephus’s conduct in Galilee, rebutting critics and clarifying his decisions in wartime. Against Apion defends Judaism against hostile Hellenistic writers, arguing for the antiquity and ethical coherence of the tradition. Antiquities includes passages on figures such as John the Baptist and James, and a notice about Jesus whose wording is debated.

Josephus likely died in Rome in the early second century. His books were preserved and avidly read in Christian communities, informing ecclesiastical historians and shaping perceptions of Second Temple Judaism; Eusebius, among others, quoted him extensively. Within Jewish tradition his legacy was more ambivalent, yet modern scholarship has embraced his texts as indispensable witnesses to the late Hasmonean, Herodian, and early Roman periods. Translations and commentaries continue to refine understanding of his methods, sources, and aims. Today he is studied as a complex mediator between cultures, a partisan of Pharisaic law, and a key narrator of a transformative era.
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CHAPTER 16 How The Sea Was Divided Asunder For The Hebrews, When They Were Pursued By The Egyptians, And So Gave Them An Opportunity Of Escaping From Them





BOOK III Containing The Interval Of Two Years. — From The Exodus Out Of Egypt, To The Rejection Of That Generation




CHAPTER 1 How Moses When He Had Brought The People Out Of Egypt Led Them To Mount Sinai; But Not Till They Had Suffered Much In Their Journey



CHAPTER 2 How The Amalekites And The Neighbouring Nations, Made War With The Hebrews And Were Beaten And Lost A Great Part Of Their Army



CHAPTER 3 That Moses Kindly Received-His Father-In-Law, Jethro, When He Came To Him To Mount Sinai



CHAPTER 4 How Raguel Suggested To Moses To Set His People In Order, Under Their Rulers Of Thousands, And Rulers Of Hundreds, Who Lived Without Order Before; And How Moses Complied In All Things With His Father-In-Law's Admonition



CHAPTER 5 How Moses Ascended Up To Mount Sinai, And Received Laws From God, And Delivered Them To The Hebrews



CHAPTER 6 Concerning The Tabernacle Which Moses Built In The Wilderness For The Honor Of God And Which Seemed To Be A Temple



CHAPTER 7 Concerning The Garments Of The Priests, And Of The High Priest



CHAPTER 8 Of The Priesthood Of Aaron



CHAPTER 9 The Manner Of Our Offering Sacrifices



CHAPTER 10 Concerning The Festivals; And How Each Day Of Such Festival Is To Be Observed



CHAPTER 11 Of The Purifications



CHAPTER 12 Several Laws



CHAPTER 13 Moses Removed From Mount Sinai, And Conducted The People To The Borders Of The Canaanites



CHAPTER 14 How Moses Sent Some Persons To Search Out The Land Of The Canaanites, And The Largeness Of Their Cities; And Further That When Those Who Were Sent Were Returned, After Forty Days And Reported That They Should Not Be A Match For Them, And Extolled The Strength Of The Canaanites The Multitude Were Disturbed And Fell Into Despair; And Were Resolved To Stone Moses, And To Return Back Again Into Egypt, And Serve The Egyptians



CHAPTER 15 How Moses Was Displeased At This, And Foretold That God Was Angry And That They Should Continue In The Wilderness For Forty Years And Not, During That Time, Either Return Into Egypt Or Take Possession Of Canaan





BOOK IV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Eight Years. — From The Rejection Of That Generation To The Death Of Moses




CHAPTER 1 Fight Of The Hebrews With The Canaanites Without The Consent Of Moses; And Their Defeat



CHAPTER 2 The Sedition Of Corah And Of The Multitude Against Moses, And Against His Brother, Concerning The Priesthood



CHAPTER 3 How Those That Stirred Up This Sedition Were Destroyed, According To The Will Of God; And How Aaron, Moses's Brother Both He And His Posterity, Retained The Priesthood



CHAPTER 4 What Happened To The Hebrews During Thirty-Eight Years In The Wilderness



CHAPTER 5 How Moses Conquered Sihon And Og Kings Of The Amorites, And Destroyed Their Whole Army And Then Divided Their Land By Lot To Two Tribes And A Half Of The Hebrews



CHAPTER 6 Concerning Balaam The Prophet And What Kind Of Man He Was



CHAPTER 7 How The Hebrews Fought With The Midianites, And Overcame Them



CHAPTER 8 The Polity Settled By Moses; And How He Disappeared From Among Mankind





BOOK V Containing The Interval Of Four Hundred And Seventy-Six Years. — From The Death Of Moses To The Death Of Eli




CHAPTER 1 How Joshua, The Commander Of The Hebrews, Made War With The Canaanites, And Overcame Them, And Destroyed Them, And Divided Their Land By Lot To The Tribes Of Israel



CHAPTER 2 How, After The Death Of Joshua Their Commander, The Israelites Transgressed The Laws Of Their Country, And Experienced Great Afflictions; And When There Was A Sedition Arisen, The Tribe Of Benjamin Was Destroyed Excepting Only Six Hundred Men



CHAPTER 3 How The Israelites After This Misfortune Grew Wicked And Served The Assyrians; And How God Delivered Them By Othniel, Who Ruled Over The Forty Years



CHAPTER 4 How Our People Served The Moabites Eighteen Years, And Were Then Delivered From Slavery By One Ehud Who Retained The Dominion Eighty Years



CHAPTER 5 How The Canaanites Brought The Israelites Under Slavery For Twenty Years; After Which They Were Delivered By Barak And Deborah, Who Ruled Over Them For Forty Years



CHAPTER 6 How The Midianites And Other Nations Fought Against The Israelites And Beat Them, And Afflicted Their Country For Seven Years, How They Were Delivered By Gideon, Who Ruled Over The Multitude For Forty Years



CHAPTER 7 That The Judges Who Succeeded Gideon Made War With The Adjoining Nations For A Long Time



CHAPTER 8 Concerning The Fortitude Of Samson, And What Mischiefs He Brought Upon The Philistines



CHAPTER 9 How Under Eli's Government Of The Israelites Booz Married Ruth, From Whom Came Obed The Grandfather Of David



CHAPTER 10 Concerning The Birth Of Samuel; And How He Foretold The Calamity That Befell The Sons Of Eli



CHAPTER 11 Herein Is Declared What Befell The Sons Of Eli, The Ark, And The People And How Eli Himself Died Miserably





BOOK VI Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Eli To The Death Of Saul




CHAPTER 1 The Destruction That Came Upon The Philistines, And Upon Their Land, By The Wrath Of Go On Account Of Their Having Carried The Ark Away Captive; And After What Manner They Sent It Back To The Hebrews



CHAPTER 2 The Expedition Of The Philistines Against The Hebrews And The Hebrews' Victory Under The Conduct Of Samuel The Prophet, Who Was Their General



CHAPTER 3 How Samuel When He Was So Infirm With Old Age That He Could Not Take Care Of The Public Affairs Intrusted Them To His Sons; And How Upon The Evil Administration Of The Government By Them The Multitude Were So Angry, That They Required To Have A King To Govern Them, Although Samuel Was Much Displeased Thereat



CHAPTER 4 The Appointment Of A King Over The Israelites, Whose Name Was Saul; And This By The Command Of God



CHAPTER 5 Saul's Expedition Against The Nation Of The Ammonites And Victory Over Them And The Spoils He Took From Them



CHAPTER 6 How The Philistines Made Another Expedition Against The Hebrews And Were Beaten



CHAPTER 7 Saul's War With The Amalekites, And Conquest Of Them



CHAPTER 8 How, Upon Saul's Transgression Of The Prophet's Commands, Samuel Ordained Another Person To Be King Privately, Whose Name Was David, As God Commanded Him



CHAPTER 9 How The Philistines Made Another Expedition Against The Hebrews Under The Reign Of Saul; And How They Were Overcome By David's Slaying Goliath In Single Combat



CHAPTER 10 Saul Envies David For His Glorious Success, And Takes An Occasion Of Entrapping Him, From The Promise He Made Him Of Giving Him His Daughter In Marriage; But This Upon Condition Of His Bringing Him Six Hundred Heads Of The Philistines



CHAPTER 11 How David, Upon Saul's Laying Snares For Him, Did Yet Escape The Dangers He Was In By The Affection And Care Of Jonathan And The Contrivances Of His Wife Michal: And How He Came To Samuel The Prophet



CHAPTER 12 How David Fled To Ahimelech And Afterwards To The Kings Of The Philistines And Of The Moabites, And How Saul Slew Ahimelech And His Family



CHAPTER 13 How David, When He Had Twice The Opportunity Of Killing Saul Did Not Kill Him. Also Concerning The Death Of Samuel And Nabal



CHAPTER 14 How Saul Upon God's Not Answering Him Concerning The Fight With The Philistines Desired A Necromantic Woman To Raise Up The Soul Of Samuel To Him; And How He Died, With His Sons Upon The Overthrow Of The Hebrews In Battle





BOOK VII Containing The Interval Of Forty Years. — From The Death Of Saul To The Death Of David




CHAPTER 1 How David Reigned Over One Tribe At Hebron While The Son Of Saul Reigned Over The Rest Of The Multitude; And How, In The Civil War Which Then Arose Asahel And Abner Were Slain



CHAPTER 2 That Upon The Slaughter Of Ishbosheth By The Treachery Of His Friends, David Received The Whole Kingdom



CHAPTER 3 How David Laid Siege To Jerusalem; And When He Had Taken The City, He Cast The Canaanites Out Of It, And Brought In The Jews To Inhabit Therein



CHAPTER 4 That When David Had Conquered The Philistines Who Made War Against Him At Jerusalem, He Removed The Ark To Jerusalem And Had A Mind To Build A Temple



CHAPTER 5 How David Brought Under The Philistines, And The Moabites, And The Kings Of Sophene And Of Damascus, And Of The Syrians As Also The Idumeans, In War; And How He Made A League With The King Of Hamath; And Was Mindful Of The Friendship That Jonathan, The Son Of Saul, Had Borne Him



CHAPTER 6 How The War Was Waged Against The Ammonites And Happily Concluded



CHAPTER 7 How David Fell In Love With Bathsheba, And Slew Her Husband Uriah, For Which He Is Reproved By Nathan



CHAPTER 8 How Absalom Murdered Amnon, Who Had Forced His Own Sister; And How He Was Banished And Afterwards Recalled By David



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Insurrection Of Absalom Against David And Concerning Ahithophel And Hushai; And Concerning Ziba And Shimei; And How Ahithophel Hanged Himself



CHAPTER 10 How, When Absalom Was Beaten, He Was Caught In A Tree By His Hair And Was Slain



CHAPTER 11 How David, When He Had Recovered His Kingdom, Was Reconciled To Shimei, And To Ziba; And Showed A Great Affection To Barzillai; And How, Upon The Rise Of A Sedition, He Made Amasa Captain Of His Host, In Order To Pursue Seba; Which Amasa Was Slain By Joab



CHAPTER 12 How The Hebrews Were Delivered From A Famine When The Gibeonites Had Caused Punishment To Be Inflicted For Those Of Them That Had Been Slain: As Also, What Great Actions Were Performed Against The Philistines By David, And The Men Of Valor About Him



CHAPTER 13 That When David Had Numbered the People, They Were Punished; and How the Divine Compassion Restrained That Punishment



CHAPTER 14 That David Made Great Preparations For The House Of God; And That, Upon Adonijah's Attempt To Gain The Kingdom, He Appointed Solomon To Reign



CHAPTER 15 What Charge David Gave To his Son Solomon At The Approach Of His Death, And How Many Things He Left Him For The Building Of The Temple





BOOK VIII Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Sixty-Three Years. — From The Death Of David To The Death Of Ahab




CHAPTER 1 How Solomon, When He Had Received The Kingdom Took Off His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning The Wife Of Solomon; Concerning His Wisdom And Riches; And Concerning What He Obtained Of Hiram For The Building Of The Temple



CHAPTER 3 Of The Building Of This Temple



CHAPTER 4 How Solomon Removed The Ark Into The Temple How He Made Supplication To God, And Offered Public Sacrifices To Him



CHAPTER 5 How Solomon Built Himself A Royal Palace, Very Costly And Splendid; And How He Solved The Riddles Which Were Sent Him By Hiram



CHAPTER 6 How Solomon Fortified The City Of Jerusalem, And Built Great Cities; And How He Brought Some Of The Canaanites Into Subjection, And Entertained The Queen Of Egypt And Of Ethiopia



CHAPTER 7 How Solomon Grew Rich, And Fell Desperately In Love With Women And How God, Being Incensed At It, Raised Up Ader And Jeroboam Against Him. Concerning The Death Of Solomon



CHAPTER 8 How, Upon The Death Of Solomon The People Forsook His Son Rehoboam, And Ordained Jeroboam King Over The Ten Tribes



CHAPTER 9 How Jadon The Prophet Was Persuaded By Another Lying Prophet And Returned (To Bethel,) And Was Afterwards Slain By A Lion. As Also What Words The Wicked Prophet Made Use Of To Persuade The King, And Thereby Alienated His Mind From God



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Rehoboam, And How God Inflicted Punishment Upon Him For His Impiety By Shishak (King Of Egypt)



CHAPTER 11 Concerning The Death Of A Son Of Jeroboam. How Jeroboam Was Beaten By Abijah Who Died A Little Afterward And Was Succeeded In His Kingdom By Asa. And Also How, After The Death Of Jeroboam Baasha Destroyed His Son Nadab And All The House Of Jeroboam



CHAPTER 12 How Zerah, King Of The Ethiopians, Was Beaten By Asa; And How Asa, Upon Baasha's Making War Against Him, Invited The King Of The Damascens To Assist Him; And How, On The Destruction Of The House Of Baasha Zimri Got The Kingdom As Did His Son Ahab After Him



CHAPTER 13 How Ahab When He Had Taken Jezebel To Wife Became More Wicked Than All The Kings That Had Been Before Him; Of The Actions Of The Prophet Elijah, And What Befell Naboth



CHAPTER 14 How Hadad King Of Damascus And Of Syria, Made Two Expeditions Against Ahab And Was Beaten



CHAPTER 15 Concerning Jehoshaphat The King Of Jerusalem And How Ahab Made An Expedition Against The Syrians And Was Assisted Therein By Jehoshaphat, But Was Himself Overcome In Battle And Perished Therein





BOOK IX Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Fifty-Seven Years. — From The Death Of Ahab To The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Jehoshaphat Again; How He Constituted Judges And, By God's Assistance Overcame His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Ahaziah; The King Of Israel; And Again Concerning The Prophet Elijah



CHAPTER 3 How Joram And Jehoshaphat Made An Expedition Against The Moabites; As Also Concerning The Wonders Of Elisha; And The Death Of Jehoshaphat



CHAPTER 4 Jehoram Succeeds Jehoshaphat; How Joram, His Namesake, King Of Israel, Fought With The Syrians; And What Wonders Were Done By The Prophet Elisha



CHAPTER 5 Concerning The Wickedness Of Jehoram King Of Jerusalem; His Defeat And Death



CHAPTER 6 How Jehu Was Anointed King, And Slew Both Joram And Ahaziah; As Also What He Did For The Punishment Of The Wicked



CHAPTER 7 How Athaliah Reigned Over Jerusalem For Five (Six) Years When Jehoiada The High Priest Slew Her And Made Jehoash, The Son Of Ahaziah, King



CHAPTER 8 Hazael Makes An Expedition Against The People Of Israel And The Inhabitants Of Jerusalem. Jehu Dies, And Jehoahaz Succeeds In The Government. Jehoash The King Of Jerusalem At First Is Careful About The Worship Of God But Afterwards Becomes Impious And Commands Zechariah To Be Stoned. When Jehoash (King Of Judah) Was Dead, Amaziah Succeeds Him In The Kingdom



CHAPTER 9 How Amaziah Made An Expedition Against The Edomites And Amalekites And Conquered Them; But When He Afterwards Made War Against Joash, He Was Beaten And Not Long After Was Slain, And Uzziah Succeeded In The Government



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Jeroboam King Of Israel And Jonah The Prophet; And How After The Death Of Jeroboam His Son Zachariah Took The Government. How Uzziah, King Of Jerusalem, Subdued The Nations That Were Round About Him; And What Befell Him When He Attempted To Offer Incense To God



CHAPTER 11 How Zachariah Shallum, Menahem Pekahiah And Pekah Took The Government Over The Israelites; And How Pul And Tiglath-Pileser Made An Expedition Against The Israelites. How Jotham, The Son Of Uzziah Reigned Over The Tribe Of Judah; And What Things Nahum Prophesied Against The Assyrians



CHAPTER 12 How Upon The Death Of Jotham, Ahaz Reigned In His Stead; Against Whom Rezin, King Of Syria And Pekah King Of Israel, Made War; And How Tiglath-Pileser, King Of Assyria Came To The Assistance Of Ahaz, And Laid Syria Waste And Removing The Damascenes Into Media Placed Other Nations In Their Room



CHAPTER 13 How Pekah Died By The Treachery Of Hoshea Who Was A Little After Subdued By Shalmaneser; And How Hezekiah Reigned Instead Of Ahaz; And What Actions Of Piety And Justice He Did



CHAPTER 14 How Shalmaneser Took Samaria By Force And How He Transplanted The Ten Tribes Into Media, And Brought The Nation Of The Cutheans Into Their Country (In Their Room)





BOOK X Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Eighty-Two Years And A Half. — From The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes To The First Year Of Cyrus




CHAPTER 1 How Sennacherib Made An Expedition Against Hezekiah; What Threatenings Rabshakeh Made To Hezekiah When Sennacherib Was Gone Against The Egyptians; How Isaiah The Prophet Encouraged Him; How Sennacherib Having Failed Of Success In Egypt, Returned Thence To Jerusalem; And How Upon His Finding His Army Destroyed, He Returned Home; And What Befell Him A Little Afterward



CHAPTER 2 How Hezekiah Was Sick, And Ready To Die; And How God Bestowed Upon Him Fifteen Years Longer Life, (And Secured That Promise) By The Going Back Of The Shadow Ten Degrees



CHAPTER 3 How Manasseh Reigned After Hezekiah; And How When He Was In Captivity He Returned To God And Was Restored To His Kingdom And Left It To (His Son) Amon



CHAPTER 4 How Amon Reigned Instead Of Manasseh; And After Amon Reigned Josiah; He Was Both Righteous And Religious. As Also Concerning Huldah The Prophetess



CHAPTER 5 How Josiah Fought With Neco (King Of Egypt.) And Was Wounded And Died In A Little Time Afterward; As Also How Neco Carried Jehoahaz, Who Had Been Made King Into Egypt And Delivered The Kingdom To Jehoiakim; And (Lastly) Concerning Jeremiah And Ezekiel



CHAPTER 6 How Nebuchadnezzar, When He Had Conquered The King Of Egypt Made An Expedition Against The Jews, And Slew Jehoiakim, And Made Jehoiachin His Son King



CHAPTER 7 That The King Of Babylon Repented Of Making Jehoiachin King, And Took Him Away To Babylon And Delivered The Kingdom To Zedekiah. This King Would Not Believe What Was Predicted By Jeremiah And Ezekiel But Joined Himself To The Egyptians; Who When They Came Into Judea, Were Vanquished By The King Of Babylon; As Also What Befell Jeremiah



CHAPTER 8 How The King Of Babylon Took Jerusalem And Burnt The Temple And Removed The People Of Jerusalem And Zedekiah To Babylon. As Also, Who They Were That Had Succeeded In The High Priesthood Under The Kings



CHAPTER 9 How Nebuzaradan Set Gedaliah Over The Jews That Were Left In Judea Which Gedaliah Was A Little Afterward Slain By Ishmael; And How Johanan After Ishmael Was Driven Away Went Down Into Egypt With The People Which People Nebuchadnezzar When He Made An Expedition Against The Egyptians Took Captive And Brought Them Away To Babylon



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Daniel And What Befell Him At Babylon



CHAPTER 11 Concerning Nebuchadnezzar And His Successors And How Their Government Was Dissolved By The Persians; And What Things Befell Daniel In Media; And What Prophecies He Delivered There





BOOK XI Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And Fifty-Three Years And Five Months. — From The First Of Cyrus To The Death Of Alexander The Great




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrus, King Of The Persians, Delivered The Jews Out Of Babylon And Suffered Them To Return To Their Own Country And To Build Their Temple, For Which Work He Gave Them Money



CHAPTER 2 How Upon The Death Of Cyrus The Jews Were Hindered In Building Of The Temple By The Cutheans, And The Neighboring Governors; And How Cambyses Entirely Forbade The Jews To Do Any Such Thing



CHAPTER 3 How After The Death Of Cambyses And The Slaughter Of The Magi But Under The Reign Of Darius, Zorobabel Was Superior To The Rest In The Solution Of Problems And Thereby Obtained This Favor Of The King, That The Temple Should Be Built



CHAPTER 4 How The Temple Was Built While The Cutheans Endeavored In Vain To Obstruct The Work



CHAPTER 5 How Xerxes The Son Of Darius Was Well Disposed To The Jews; As Also Concerning Esdras And Nehemiah



CHAPTER 6 Concerning Esther And Mordecai And Haman; And How In The Reign Of Artaxerxes The Whole Nation Of The Jews Was In Danger Of Perishing



CHAPTER 7 How John Slew His Brother Jesus In The Temple; And How Bagoses Offered Many Injuries To The Jews; And What Sanballat Did



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Sanballat And Manasseh, And The Temple Which They Built On Mount Gerizzim; As Also How Alexander Made His Entry Into The City Jerusalem, And What Benefits He Bestowed On The Jews





BOOK XII Containing The Interval Of A Hundred And Seventy Years. — From The Death Of Alexander The Great To The Death Of Judas Maccabeus




CHAPTER 1 How Ptolemy The Son Of Lagus Took Jerusalem And Judea By Deceit And Treachery, And Carried Many Thence, And Planted Them In Egypt



CHAPTER 2 How Ptolemy Philadelphus Procured The Laws Of The Jews To Be Translated Into The Greek Tongue And Set Many Captives Free, And Dedicated Many Gifts To God



CHAPTER 3 How The Kings Of Asia Honored The Nation Of The Jews And Made Them Citizens Of Those Cities Which They Built



CHAPTER 4 How Antiochus Made A League With Ptolemy And How Onias Provoked Ptolemy Euergetes To Anger; And How Joseph Brought All Things Right Again, And Entered Into Friendship With Him; And What Other Things Were Done By Joseph, And His Son Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 5 How, Upon The Quarrels One Against Another About The High Priesthood Antiochus Made An Expedition Against Jerusalem, Took The City And Pillaged The Temples. And Distressed The Jews' As Also How Many Of The Jews Forsook The Laws Of Their Country; And How The Samaritans Followed The Customs Of The Greeks And Named Their Temple At Mount Gerizzim The Temple Of Jupiter Hellenius



CHAPTER 6 How, Upon Antiochus's Prohibition To The Jews To Make Use Of The Laws Of Their Country Mattathias, The Son Of Asamoneus, Alone Despised The King, And Overcame The Generals Of Antiochus's Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Mattathias, And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 7 How Judas Overthrew The Forces Of Apollonius And Seron And Killed The Generals Of Their Armies Themselves; And How When, A Little While Afterwards Lysias And Gorgias Were Beaten He Went Up To Jerusalem And Purified The Temple



CHAPTER 8 How Judas Subdued The Nations Round About; And How Simon Beat The People Of Tyre And Ptolemais; And How Judas Overcame Timotheus, And Forced Him To Fly Away, And Did Many Other Things After Joseph And Azarias Had Been Beaten



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Death Of Antiochus Epiphane. How Antiochus Eupator Fought Against Juda And Besieged Him In The Temple And Afterwards Made Peace With Him And Departed; Of Alcimus And Onias



CHAPTER 10 How Bacchides, The General Of Demetrius's Army, Made An Expedition Against Judea, And Returned Without Success; And How Nicanor Was Sent A Little Afterward Against Judas And Perished, Together With His Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Alcimus And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 11 That Bacchides Was Again Sent Out Against Judas; And How Judas Fell As He Was Courageously Fighting





BOOK XIII Containing The Interval Of Eighty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Judas Maccabeus To The Death Of Queen Alexandra




CHAPTER 1 How Jonathan Took The Government After His Brother Judas; And How He, Together With His Brother Simon, Waged War Against Bacchides



CHAPTER 2 How Alexander (Bala) In His War With Demetrius, Granted Jonathan Many Advantages And Appointed Him To Be High Priest And Persuaded Him To Assist Him Although Demetrius Promised Him Greater Advantages On The Other Side. Concerning The Death



CHAPTER 3 The Friendship That Was Between Onias And Ptolemy Philometor; And How Onias Built A Temple In Egypt Like To That At Jerusalem



CHAPTER 4 How Alexander Honored Jonathan After An Extraordinary Manner; And How Demetrius, The Son Of Demetrius, Overcame Alexander And Made A League Of Friendship With Jonathan



CHAPTER 5 How Trypho After He Had Beaten Demetrius Delivered The Kingdom To Antiochus The Son Of Alexander, And Gained Jonathan For His Assistant; And Concerning The Actions And Embassies Of Jonathan



CHAPTER 6 How Jonathan Was Slain By Treachery; And How Thereupon The Jews Made Simon Their General And High Priest: What Courageous Actions He Also Performed Especially Against Trypho



CHAPTER 7 How Simon Confederated Himself With Antiochus Pius, And Made War Against Trypho, And A Little Afterward, Against Cendebeus, The General Of Antiochus's Army; As Also How Simon Was Murdered By His Son-In-Law Ptolemy, And That By Treachery



CHAPTER 8 Hyrcanus Receives The High Priesthood, And Ejects Ptolemy Out Of The Country. Antiochus Makes War Against Hyrcanus And Afterwards Makes A League With Him



CHAPTER 9 How, After The Death Of Antiochus, Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Syria, And Made A League With The Romans. Concerning The Death Of King Demetrius And Alexander



CHAPTER 10 How Upon The Quarrel Between Antiochus Grypus And Antiochus Cyzicenus About The Kingdom Hyrcanus Tooksamaria, And Utterly Demolished It; And How Hyrcanus Joined Himself To The Sect Of The Sadducees, And Left That Of The Pharisees



CHAPTER 11 How Aristobulus, When He Had Taken The Government First Of All Put A Diadem On His Head, And Was Most Barbarously Cruel To His Mother And His Brethren; And How, After He Had Slain Antigonus, He Himself Died



CHAPTER 12 How Alexander When He Had Taken The Government Made An Expedition Against Ptolemais, And Then Raised The Siege Out Of Fear Of Ptolemy Lathyrus; And How Ptolemy Made War Against Him, Because He Had Sent To Cleopatra To Persuade Her To Make War Against Ptolemy, And Yet Pretended To Be In Friendship With Him, When He Beat The Jews In The Battle



CHAPTER 13 How Alexander, upon the League of Mutual Defense Which Cleopatra Had Agreed with Him, Made an Expedition Against Coelesyria, and Utterly Overthrew the City of Gaza; and How He Slew Many Ten Thousands of Jews That Rebelled Against Him



CHAPTER 14 How Demetrius Eucerus Overcame Alexander And Yet In A Little Time Retired Out Of The Country For Fear; As Also How Alexander Slew Many Of The Jews And Thereby Got Clear Of His Troubles. Concerning The Death Of Demetrius



CHAPTER 15 How Antiochus, Who Was Called Dionysus, And After Him Aretas Made Expeditions Into Judea; As Also How Alexander Took Many Cities And Then Returned To Jerusalem, And After A Sickness Of Three Years Died; And What Counsel He Gave To Alexandra



CHAPTER 16 How Alexandra By Gaining The Good-Will Of The Pharisees, Retained The Kingdom Nine Years, And Then, Having Done Many Glorious Actions Died





BOOK XIV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Queen Alexandra To The Death Of Antigonus




CHAPTER 1 The War Between Aristobulus And Hyrcanus About The Kingdom; And How They Made Anagreement That Aristobulus Should Be King, And Hyrcanus Live A Private Life; As Also How Hyrcanus A Little Afterward Was Persuaded By Antipater To Fly To Aretas



CHAPTER 2 How Aretas And Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Aristobulus And Besieged Jerusalem; And How Scaurus The Roman General Raised The Siege. Concerning The Death Of Onias



CHAPTER 3 How Aristobulus And Hyrcanus Came To Pompey In Order To Argue Who Ought To Have The Kingdom; And How Upon The Plight Of Aristobulus To The Fortress Alexandrium Pompey Led His Army Against Him And Ordered Him To Deliver Up The Fortresses Whereof He Was Possessed



CHAPTER 4 How Pompey When The Citizens Of Jerusalem Shut Their Gates Against Him Besieged The City And Took It By Force; As Also What Other Things He Did In Judea



CHAPTER 5 How Scaurus Made A League Of Mutual Assistance With Aretas; And What Gabinius Did In Judea, After He Had Conquered Alexander, The Son Of Aristobulus



CHAPTER 6 How Gabinius Caught Aristobulus After He Had Fled From Rome, And Sent Him Back To Rome Again; And How The Same Gabinius As He Returned Out Of Egypt Overcame Alexander And The Nabateans In Battle



CHAPTER 7 How Crassus Came Into Judea, And Pillaged The Temple; And Then Marched Against The Parthians And Perished, With His Army. Also How Cassius Obtained Syria, And Put A Stop To The Parthians And Then Went Up To Judea



CHAPTER 8 The Jews Become Confederates With Cæsar When He Fought Against Egypt. The Glorious Actions Of Antipater, And His Friendship With Cæsar. The Honors Which The Jews Received From The Romans And Athenians



CHAPTER 9 How Antipater Committed The Care Of Galilee To Herod, And That Of Jerusalem To Phasaelus; As Also How Herod Upon The Jews' Envy At Antipater Was Accused Before Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 10 The Honors That Were Paid The Jews; And The Leagues That Were Made By The Romans And Other Nations, With Them



CHAPTER 11 How Marcus, Succeeded Sextus When He Had Been Slain By Bassus's Treachery; And How, After The Death Of Cæsar, Cassius Came Into Syria, And Distressed Judea; As Also How Malichus Slew Antipater And Was Himself Slain By Herod



CHAPTER 12 Herod Ejects Antigonus, The Son Of Aristobulus Out Of Judea, And Gains The Friendship Of Antony, Who Was Now Come Into Syria, By Sending Him Much Money; On Which Account He Would Not Admit Of Those That Would Have Accused Herod: And What It Was That Antony Wrote To The Tyrians In Behalf



CHAPTER 13 How Antony Made Herod And Phasaelus Tetrarchs, After They Had Been Accused To No Purpose; And How The Parthians When They Brought Antigonus Into Judea Took Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Captives. Herod's Flight; And What Afflictions Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Endured



CHAPTER 14 How Herod Got Away From The King Of Arabia And Made Haste To Go Into Egypt And Thence Went Away In Haste Also To Rome; And How, By Promising A Great Deal Of Money To Antony He Obtained Of The Senate And Of Cæsar To Be Made King Of The Jews



CHAPTER 15 How Herod Sailed Out Of Italy To Judea, And Fought With Antigonus And What Other Things Happened In Judea About That Time



CHAPTER 16 How Herod, When He Had Married Mariamne Took Jerusalem With The Assistance Of Sosius By Force; And How The Government Of The Asamoneans Was Put An End To





BOOK XV Containing The Interval Of Eighteen Years. — From The Death Of Antigonus To The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Pollio And Sameas. Herod Slays The Principal Of Antigonus's Friends, And Spoils The City Of Its Wealth. Antony Beheads Antigonus



CHAPTER 2 How Hyrcanus Was Set At Liberty By The Parthians, And Returned To Herod; And What Alexandra Did When She Heard That Ananelus Was Made High Priest



CHAPTER 3 How Herod Upon His Making Aristobulus High Priest Took Care That He Should Be Murdered In A Little Time; And What Apology He Made To Antony About Aristobulus; As Also Concerning Joseph And Mariamne



CHAPTER 4 How Cleopatra, When She Had Gotten From Antony Some Parts Of Judea And Arabia Came Into Judea; And How Herod Gave Her Many Presents And Conducted Her On Her Way Back To Egypt



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Made War With The King Of Arabia, And After They Had Fought Many Battles, At Length Conquered Him, And Was Chosen By The Arabs To Be Governor Of That Nation; As Also Concerning A Great Earthquake



CHAPTER 6 How Herod Slew Hyrcanus And Then Hasted Away To Cæsar, And Obtained The Kingdom From Him Also; And How A Little Time Afterward, He Entertained Cæsar In A Most Honorable Manner



CHAPTER 7 How Herod Slew Sohemus And Mariamne And Afterward Alexandra And Costobarus, And His Most Intimate Friends, And At Last The Sons Of Babbas Also



CHAPTER 8 How Ten Men Of The Citizens (Of Jerusalem) Made A Conspiracy Against Herod, For The Foreign Practices He Had Introduced, Which Was A Transgression Of The Laws Of Their Country. Concerning The Building Of Sebaste And Cæsarea, And Other Edifices Of Herod



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Famine That Happened In Judea And Syria; And How Herod, After He Had Married Another Wife, Rebuilt Cæsarea, And Other Grecian Cities



CHAPTER 10 How Herod Sent His Sons To Rome; How Also He Was Accused By Zenodorus And The Gadarens, But Was Cleared Of What They Accused Him Of And Withal Gained To Himself The Good-Will Of Cæsar. Concerning The Pharisees, The Essens And Manahem



CHAPTER 11 How Herod Rebuilt The Temple And Raised It Higher And Made It More Magnificent Than It Was Before; As Also Concerning That Tower Which He Called Antonia





BOOK XVI Containing The Interval Of Twelve Years. — From The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod To The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus




CHAPTER 1 A Law Of Herod's About, Thieves. Salome And Pheroras Calumniate Alexander And Aristobulus, Upon Their Return From Rome For Whom Yet Herod Provides Wives



CHAPTER 2 How Herod Twice Sailed To Agrippa; And How Upon The Complaint In Ionia Against The Greeks Agrippa Confirmed The Laws To Them



CHAPTER 3 How Great Disturbances Arose In Herods Family On His Preferring Antipater His Eldest Son Before The Rest, Till Alexander Took That Injury Very Heinously



CHAPTER 4 How During Antipater's Abode At Rome, Herod Brought Alexander And Aristobulus Before Cæsar And Accused Them. Alexander's Defense Of Himself Before Cæsar And Reconciliation To His Father



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Celebrated The Games That Were To Return Every Fifth Year Upon The Building Of Cæsarea; And How He Built And Adorned Many Other Places After A Magnificent Manner; And Did Many Other Actions Gloriously



CHAPTER 6 An Embassage In Cyrene And Asia To Cæsar, Concerning The Complaints They Had To Make Against The Greeks; With Copies Of The Epistles Which Cæsar And Agrippa Wrote To The Cities For Them



CHAPTER 7 How, Upon Herod's Going Down Into David's Sepulcher, The Sedition In His Family Greatly Increased



CHAPTER 8 How Herod Took Up Alexander And Bound Him; Whom Yet Archelaus King Of Cappadocia Reconciled To His Father Herod Again



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Revolt Of The Trachonites; How Sylleus Accused Herod Before Cæsar; And How Herod, When Cæsar Was Angry At Him, Resolved To Send Nicolaus To Rome



CHAPTER 10 How Eurycles Falsely Accused Herod's Sons; And How Their Father Bound Them, And Wrote To Cæsar About Them. Of Sylleus And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus



CHAPTER 11 How Herod, By Permission From Cæsar Accused His Sons Before An Assembly Of Judges At Berytus; And What Tero Suffered For Using A Boundless And Military Liberty Of Speech. Concerning Also The Death Of The Young Men And Their Burial At





BOOK XVII Containing The Interval Of Fourteen Years. — From The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus To The Banishment Of Archelaus




CHAPTER 1 How Antipater Was Hated By All The Nation (Of The Jews) For The Slaughter Of His Brethren; And How, For That Reason He Got Into Peculiar Favor With His Friends At Rome, By Giving Them Many Presents; As He Did Also With Saturninus, The President Of Syria And The Governors Who Were Under Him; And Concerning Herod's Wives And Children



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Zamaris, The Babylonian Jew; Concerning The Plots Laid By Antipater Against His Father; And Somewhat About The Pharisees



CHAPTER 3 Concerning The Enmity Between Herod And Pheroras; How Herod Sent Antipater To Cæsar; And Of The Death Of Pheroras



CHAPTER 4 Pheroras's Wife Is Accused By His Freedmen, As Guilty Of Poisoning Him; And How Herod, Upon Examining; Of The Matter By Torture Found The Poison; But So That It Had Been Prepared For Himself By His Son Antipater; And Upon An Inquiry By Torture He Discovered The Dangerous Designs Of Antipater



CHAPTER 5 Antipater's Navigation From Rome To His Father; And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus Of Damascus And Condemned To Die By His Father, And By Quintilius Varus, Who Was Then President Of Syria; And How He Was Then Bound Till Cæsar Should Be Informed Of His Cause



CHAPTER 6 Concerning The Disease That Herod Fell Into And The Sedition Which The Jews Raised Thereupon; With The Punishment Of The Seditious



CHAPTER 7 Herod Has Thoughts Of Killing Himself With His Own Hand; And A Little Afterwards He Orders Antipater To Be Slain



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Herod's Death, And Testament, And Burial



CHAPTER 9 How The People Raised A Sedition Against Archelaus, And How He Sailed To Rome



CHAPTER 10 A Sedition Against Sabinus; And How Varus Brought The Authors Of It To Punishment



CHAPTER 11 An Embassage To Cæsar; And How Cæsar Confirmed Herod's Testament



CHAPTER 12 Concerning A Spurious Alexander



CHAPTER 13 How Archelaus Upon A Second Accusation, Was Banished To Vienna





BOOK XVIII Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Banishment Of Archelaus To The Departure From Babylon




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrenius Was Sent By Cæsar To Make A Taxation Of Syria And Judea; And How Coponius Was Sent To Be Procurator Of Judea; Concerning Judas Of Galilee And Concerning The Sects That Were Among The Jews



CHAPTER 2 How Herod And Philip Built Several Cities In Honor Of Cæsar. Concerning The Succession Of Priests And Procurators; As Also What Befell Phraates And The Parthians



CHAPTER 3 Sedition Of The Jews Against Pontius Pilate. Concerning Christ, And What Befell Paulina And The Jews At Rome



CHAPTER 4 How The Samaritans Made A Tumult And Pilate Destroyed Many Of Them; How Pilate Was Accused And What Things Were Done By Vitellius Relating To The Jews And The Parthians



CHAPTER 5 Herod The Tetrarch Makes War With Aretas, The King Of Arabia, And Is Beaten By Him As Also Concerning The Death Of John The Baptist. How Vitellius Went Up To Jerusalem; Together With Some Account Of Agrippa And Of The Posterity Of Herod The Great



CHAPTER 6 Of The Navigation Of King Agrippa To Rome, To Tiberius Cæsar; And Now Upon His Being Accused By His Own Freed-Man, He Was Bound; How Also He, Was Set At Liberty By Caius, After Tiberius's Death And Was Made King Of The Tetrarchy Of Philip



CHAPTER 7 How Herod The Tetrarch Was Banished



CHAPTER 8 Concerning The Embassage Of The Jews To Caius; And How Caius Sent Petronius Into Syria To Make War Against The Jews, Unless They Would Receive His Statue



CHAPTER 9 What Befell The Jews That Were In Babylon On Occasion Of Asineus And Anileus, Two Brethren





BOOK XIX Containing The Interval Of Three Years And A Half. — From The Departure Out Of




























OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
it

£
p! S
[

Flavius Josephus

s
-

1






OEBPS/Text/GP_Logo.png





