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      Going back to my own life after leaving Sterling and Maddy at the cottage wasn’t easy, I never expected it to be, but after a month, I’ve finally found a rhythm.

      Everything in my life is just so messed up. Even though I lost Logan over a decade ago, losing him for good this time has done weird things to my mind.

      But there’s finally some semblance of normalcy these days. While I’m still not sleeping very well, everything else seems to have settled down.

      I’ve been working from home more, not really feeling like leaving the house most days. Which isn’t an issue as with my work, website design and maintenance, I only need to talk to people when I run into issues or during our weekly updates. Luckily, most of the work is done on my own.

      There’s something about working from home that makes it all a little more bearable.

      I move a stack of boxes from the table to the floor to make space for lunch. I’ve been ordering a lot of things in lately, not really feeling like going out and being surrounded by people.

      Though, some of the things I’ve ordered…

      I open the top box and take out a book about homesteading.

      Yeah, they may have been more than lightly inspired by a certain man I met a few weeks back…

      I haven’t talked to Sterling since Sarah picked me up from the cottage. Nothing. Radio silence.

      Even trying to find an employee for him I’ve done through Sarah. She helped Sterling interview any potential employees and took care of all communications. I’ve fully stayed out of that process apart from giving someone at HR Sarah’s number to get everything started.

      Although, it’s not like I’ve got Sterling’s number anyway. I gave him mine, but I never got his. So, the ball’s in his court.

      Of course, I could try to find him on social media, but I don’t feel like that’s my right, not now. Not after I made him promise to move on with his life.

      What happens next is up to him.

      The stacks of boxes on the table loom over me, and I consider, not for the first time, that retail therapy may not be the healthiest fix. Especially not in the long run.

      But, for the first time in years, I’m lonely.

      I’ve been alone for so long and was able to deal with that for all this time, but living with Sterling for a week… I can’t seem to get used to being alone all the time again. I get restless.

      Sighing, I get up, putting away my plate, and make my way back to my office. There isn’t much else to do anyway. It’s back to work and little else.

      As I enter my office, the bell rings, a loud and obnoxious sound that always sets me on edge.

      I grumble as I walk over to the front door. I thought I already got all my deliveries in for today, but maybe I forgot about something, wouldn’t be the first time.

      I open the door and stumble back as I’m faced with Sterling. A very angry and glaring Sterling, even.

      Before I can say anything, he’s already speaking. “Who are you?” His voice is rough.

      Eh? “You know who I am. I’m Wilder.” Did he hit his head and lose his memory or something?

      “No! Who are you?” His breath hitches. “Why are you in Logan’s will?”

      “What?!” That came out of nowhere.

      I’m in Logan’s will?

      Why would that happen? Why would Logan do that?

      “You’re in his will. He leaves half of everything to you.” Sterling barges into the apartment, pushing a stack of paper into my hands.

      I’m stunned for a moment, still trying to wrap my head around the idea of Logan leaving anything to me, let alone half of everything he owns.

      “Have you read it?”

      I blink, finally closing the door and walking after Sterling into the living room. “N— No. You just gave it to me.”

      “You should have your own copy.” That seems to slow Sterling down, looking at me with a mix of confusion and frustration. “You should have had your own copy delivered this morning.”

      “I had… Ehh… A lot of deliveries this morning.” Ten, to be precise.

      “You had to sign for it.”

      “That too. I sign for a lot.” I rack my brain, trying to come up with what part of this morning’s stack of deliveries could have been Logan’s will.

      Logan’s will…

      I never even considered I could be in it.

      Sterling gapes at me, which finally seems to get me back to action.

      I hand him his stack of papers back and walk into the kitchen, looking at the piles of unopened boxes on and around the table.

      On what pile did I put this morning’s deliveries?

      Yeah… This isn’t going to be the easiest task.

      “Oh.” Sterling has apparently followed me, now obviously aware of the problem. “I see what you mean. A small, rectangular, white box probably wouldn’t tell you anything.”

      That description would fit about half of the boxes on and around my dining table.

      “No.” I sigh. “A name?”

      “I… I don’t recall.” He seems to have finally calmed down some. Which I guess is a good thing, I don’t like seeing him upset.

      “Okay.” I open the top box.

      A cookbook on how to use seasonal fruits and vegetables. I eye Sterling, who just looks puzzled.

      The next box I open has a gardening book, and the next one another cookbook. I stack them next to the pile of boxes, one stack shrinking and the other one growing.

      I open a few more boxes before Sterling speaks up.

      “Wilder?” His voice is uncertain. “What’s all…”

      “Reading material?” I can’t face him because I’m sure it’s pretty obvious what I’ve been doing.

      I open the next box, and quickly close it again, putting it aside. Porn, a lovely extra gift after subscribing to an online service…

      I hesitate as I open the next box, looking up at Sterling.

      His eyes on me are heavy, a combination of confusion and sadness. I know that I told him to forget about me, but I may not have kept to the same rules… I may not have been able to just forget about him.

      “Sorry.” I finally open the box fully and inside it is an envelope.

      “That’s it.” Sterling’s voice is soft.

      I nod, pulling the envelope out and opening it. Inside is a stack of paper, and a heavy feeling settles in my stomach. In some corner of my mind, I’d hoped that Sterling was wrong, but the fact that I’ve received Logan’s will makes this all the more a reality by the moment.

      “What— What does it say?” I don’t want to read it, I don’t want to face this.

      Apart from the mere fact that I’m in the will, what does it mean that Logan had my address, that he was able to send this to me?

      The double gut punch of not just the will, but knowing that Logan had my address all this time is making it hard to breathe right now.

      “He leaves half of the company and the house to you, and also some money.” Sterling’s voice is flat.

      And even though I asked, I didn’t really want to hear it. I don’t want to hear about what Logan left me, because, if he did, that means that he still thought of me.

      That means that he didn’t fully cut ties with me either…

      “This has to be a mistake. When was this updated?”

      It can’t be true. It cannot be true.

      “Two years ago. The date is on the front.”

      “Right.” Two years. That means that it’s recent. At least recent enough. “Fuck.”

      I cover my mouth with my hand, trying to keep the gasp inside, trying to keep the sadness inside.

      Two years.

      I slide to the floor, my legs giving out under me, my brain running in circles.

      Logan wrote me into his will, even after all these years…

      I’ve been alone for ten years, and he… He did this. He did still think of me, even though I was alone.

      He had his whole new family and I… I had nothing.

      “Who are you to Logan?” Sterling also sits down, far enough that I can’t touch him, but close enough that he’s near.

      I can’t answer him, not after having hidden my past from Sterling for so long. I don’t even know where to
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