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1. Foreword
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Empires And Superpowers: The Rise And Fall Of Evil Empires

Throughout human history, humans have lived through a large number of empires, and some of them were exceedingly evil.

It is a tragedy that this terrible rule by powerful empires, now known as superpowers, is continuing to the present day.
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2. Savage Empire Building
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Every empire is established by bloody conquests and by constant wars against neighboring powers, with extreme ruthlessness and aggression.

But, eventually, they all become simply too big for their own effective control. They then collapse spectacularly when they run out of steam in the hands of incompetent and unstable leaders.

The causes of their collapse are many, but would invariably include the vicious infighting within the ruling elite, irredeemable corruption in the system, severe mismanagement, and the inevitable rebellion of the terribly oppressed populations.
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3. Human Sacrifice
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Some civilizations in certain regions of the world are particularly violent, vicious and cruel.

The Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations that thrived in central and southern America before and around the 15th century practised terrible systems of ritual human sacrifice.

Large numbers of  prisoners and slaves were regularly sacrificed in the most blood-curdling ways in their societies, in the name of nourishing their gods and ensuring the survival and prosperity of their empire.

Large mounds of human skulls from the massive human sacrifices from Aztec time have been found under the modern Mexico City.

So, why are humans so cruel and evil to fellow humans in those societies?

Was it all a matter of using the most savage form of control of the people by fear and intimidation, and that the most dehumanizing subjugation of the conquered people was needed to run those evil empires effectively?

Was it an exceedingly clever primitive psychological ploy intended to condition people into accepting their terrible fate meekly and without resistance?

Or was it simply the worst case expression of the nasty and ugly basic human nature?

There is no doubt that the powerful emperors of those early Mesoamerican and Inca empires were evil incarnates who lived to prey on their people. Surely they personified the worst of human nature.

In north America, the Mississippi native Indian culture (800-1400) also practiced human sacrifice in the burial of their Chiefs. Archaeological evidence showed that the rituals of the burial of "birdman" and "tattooed serpent" involved hundred and tens of victims.
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4. End Of The Evil Empires
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Perhaps it was even a misnomer to refer to those savage ancient cultures of Mesoamerica and south America as civilizations. Such bloodthirsty empires ended up in the dead-end of human evolution by their own device and were doomed to fail.

And so these early American empires should have been called savage empires and bloodthirsty vampires instead. One might say that they had strayed into the irretrievably deadly path of self-destruction in their evolution. Regardless of how clever their ruling class and priesthood were in their complete control of their population and in building their awe-inspiring temples, they destroyed their empires by their very cruelty and arrogance.

Indeed, no species nor people on earth can survive for long when their horrific cruelty and self-destructive preying of their own kind become the egregious norm for dominance.

The Spanish conquistadors who came to the new world in the 16th century in search of gold and fortune were the last straw that broke the camel's back.

Indeed, the Spanish and Portuguese conquistadors could not have done it without the help of the many local tribes long dominated so cruelly by the bloodthirsty Aztec, Maya and Inca empires.
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5. More Enduring Civilizations
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Other civilizations elsewhere around the world have also practised human sacrifice for various reasons in their primitive and early stages.

This had happened in Europe, Eurasia and China.

From archaeological evidence at Shimao, a recently excavated neolithic/bronze age city at northeast China's Shaanxi, it was found that this amazing early Chinese stone city of probably Xia or pre-Xia dynasty in 2,300 BC had buried the heads of 80 young human sacrifice victims at the base of the massive stone walls of its huge palace fortress. This was apparently the result of the primitive nasty superstition that such a practice would strengthen the building and protect it from collapse. This seems to be the earliest example of such a building-foundation laying ritual which had continued to be practiced sporadically in many cultures around the world because of the odious superstition and folk psychology associated with the building of massive structures and projects.

The earliest recorded Chinese empire of Shang in around 1,500 BC practiced large-scale ritual human sacrifice of prisoners and slaves captured in its interminable tribal wars with other tribes. This was recorded by the earliest Chinese script of "turtle shell/bone inscriptions" (oracle bone inscriptions) and supported by the archaeological findings at Yinxu, near Anyang city, not far from Beijing.

The powerful and wealthy elite in those early societies have been found in many archaeological sites to have themselves buried after death with large numbers of sacrificed retainers, servants and subordinates in their tombs, intended to have these servants continue to serve the masters in their afterlife.

Such human cruelty and savagery indeed seems to be the basic nature of the human race.

Fortunately, in most societies, for various obvious political, social and economic reasons, such abhorrent practice gave way in later years of the empires to the use of sacrificed animals, and then clay, stone and wood human figures, statues and figurines in the tombs for symbolic service In the afterlife.

The spectacular tomb of China's reputedly first emperor Shihuangdi near Xi'an had been found to contain a whole life-size army of terra cotta warriors and real battle chariots of the emperor's army.

Certainly, it showed that towards the end of the BC era, the Chinese ruling hierarchy had already given up the abhorrent practice of human sacrifices in their burial practice.

Indeed, the odious human sacrifice in burial ritual had already been banned by Shihuangdi's great great grandfather Qin Xian Gong in 384 BC.

Since the Han dynasty after around 200 BC, human sacrifice as funeral practice of emperors and the elite class had been frowned upon, and clay or stone figurines were normally used as substitutes for human sacrifice in even high status burials.

However, ritual human sacrifice, in smaller scale, especially of retainers, servants, wives or maids had continued in succeeding dynasties for some high status royalties.

Some western and Chinese writers had used stories from old Chinese folk legend and folklore which described large-scale human sacrifice in the burial of Ming dynasty emperors and princes in the 14th century to try to show the extreme cruelty of Chinese empires. But these are likely exaggerations and are largely unsubstantiated. The use of this type of journalistic trick of using somewhat believable disinformation to sow discord and prejudice has become the hallmark of modern-day political and racist propaganda. It is the scourge of the power of gossips, rumours, and concocted horror stories in every society. People are by nature fascinated by and attracted to fantastic, terrifying, and even repulsive stories, and there is no lack of storytellers who would intentionally make up such stories to titillate and mesmerize people for their own profits.
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