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			Thank You

			My sincerest thanks to my family, friends, and all those that worked on putting this book together to reach those it was intended to help and share God’s word with.

			A profound thank you to all who have served, especially to the great and amazing patriots I had the pleasure of serving with or alongside for over 20 years, who inspired me throughout my career and still do to this day.

			Most importantly thank you God for all of your blessings, for our savior Jesus Christ, and for making all things possible; one of which is this devotional, that I pray is solely for Your glory.
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			FOREWORD

			Over the years I have seen many Service members serving in the military step into faith with fear, joy and celebration! Without question military service can profoundly shape a person’s relationship with God. In moments of uncertainty, fear, and sacrifice, many service members come to rely more deeply on their faith, discovering strength they didn’t know they had, strength that comes from leaning fully on God. In many of these situations finding God for the first time! Military life, especially when we are deployed, often strips away distractions and reveals what truly matters, helping individuals see that their highest calling isn’t just to serve their country, but to walk faithfully in the purpose God has for their life. Service time is limited; for each of us a time came when it was time to take off the uniform and move to the next season of our lives when our time of military service came to an end. 

			BUT, lasting service, rather an eternity of service, is the calling that God places on those who call Jesus their Savior. Men and women who are committed to God, grounded in His truth, and led by His Spirit. To stay strong in that commitment, we must make it a daily habit to spend time in God’s Word, allowing it to shape our hearts, renew our minds, and deepen our connection with Him. Through trials, discipline, and the demand for courage, faith becomes more than belief it becomes a lifeline. Curt has put together a great devotional that will guide you in growing in your faith and strengthen your commitment to SERVING the commander of the universe, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

			Proverbs 3:5–6 (NIV)

			“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”

			 

			-   Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Todd V. Brown, U.S. Army

		

	
		
			PREFACE

			To all your life’s questions, there is one answer; to all your problems there is one solution, and that is Christ.

			There is only one instruction on how to use this devotional, and that is to approach it with an open heart, mind, and soul, listening for what God is trying to tell you. After that, use this tool to help you strengthen your faith, build your relationship with God, and improve your spiritual life as you wish; so that you, a warrior for Christ, may be victorious in this time of spiritual warfare you’re confronted with every day. If you’re opening this up and reading, you’re already winning! 

			Many devotionals I have read in the past have been great, however, often every day is: a different message, a different passage, a completely different context without transitions or themes. Therefore, I developed this devotional to be a week-long study on one verse each week, to help not only learn the passage of scripture but to really spend the time to reflect and meditate on it properly. I also labeled each week with a theme so that you can pick the week that most applies to you and the season in life you find yourself. This devotional was written to take no more than 5 minutes a day (more if you wish) to review a singular verse or passage each day for a week; study it, reflect on it, apply critical thinking, and see examples of how to live out that scripture in your own life.

			It is important for me to state that the words and the teachings and principles in this devotional are not my own, they are God’s and the results of our Savior coming to this earth and sacrificing Himself for us, so that we are promised a new birth, a new life, and eternity in His name. I simply put them into a format I believe was inspired to be written in a way to be helpful to those like me, who served. I take no credit, all credit truly goes to God, and I pray sincerely and genuinely this devotional helps you; is deserving of His name; and will serve for His Glory.

			After over 20 years of service in the Army working alongside the sister services overseas, in garrison, and even domestically, I found myself at the end of a privileged and blessed career. My body aching daily, my life on the home-front changing, and a desire to move on to a new chapter of life, were all calling me to transition. I assessed myself and I knew something had to change, I had to be better, I had to be ready, and I couldn’t just continue on how I always had. How do I go forward, in what way, in what manner, were the questions that continually would come to the forefront of my mind.

			I’m embarrassed now that I even had to ask those questions, the answer was so obvious and was always there. You go forward in Christ! Though having always been a Christian, I recognized I wasn’t where I needed to be in my faith and I needed to reconnect spiritually, become a student of the Gospels, and have a more sincere, focused, robust relationship with Christ and reside in His love as I face these new big moments in my life. Writing this devotional has helped me immensely with doing a better job of walking with Christ daily in my life; I pray if you’re anything like me, transitioning out of service, or still in, that you will be rewarded by reading this devotional in the same ways I have been in writing it. May God bless you and guide you on your journey, and remember, have no fear for God is with you wherever you go!
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			WEEK 1   †   COURAGE

			Key Verse: Joshua 1:9 (ESV)

			“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

			Day 1

			Mission Insight

			This verse is God’s charge to Joshua as he stepped into daunting, unfamiliar territory leading warriors into promised ground still occupied by enemies. It speaks powerfully to veterans and service members who understand what it is to stand on thresholds where danger and uncertainty lie ahead. Here God roots Joshua’s courage not in his own preparation or strength, but in the unbreakable promise of God’s presence. This calls each of us to ground our courage in knowing God goes with us, no matter the terrain.

			Personal Check

			Where are you facing fear right now, and what would it look like to ground your courage in God’s presence rather than your own strength?

			Prayer

			Lord, help me absorb this command deep in my heart. Teach me to draw courage not from my experience alone, but from the assurance that You are truly with me wherever I go.

			Day 2

			Mission Insight

			Deployment orders, new assignments, or even starting new lives or careers can stir anxiety, like stepping into unfamiliar missions with no guarantees. This verse reminds us that courage isn’t the absence of fear but moving forward in the conviction that God travels with us. His command to be strong flows directly out of His promise to never leave us alone.

			Personal Inspection

			Where are you stepping into something unknown right now, and how could God’s promise reshape your approach?

			Prayer

			God, steady my heart as I walk into what I can’t control. Anchor my courage in Your faithful presence.

			Day 3

			Mission Insight

			Memories of combat or the weight of old fears can follow those who have served long after the battlefield. God’s words to Joshua cut through lingering dread with a call to rise-up, knowing fear doesn’t get the final say. His presence becomes the firm ground where we can stand unafraid.

			Personal Inspection

			What old fears might you need to lay at God’s feet to embrace His courage today?

			Prayer

			Jesus, You see the hidden shadows I still carry. Fill me with Your strength where I feel weak.

			Day 4

			Mission Insight

			Families of service members have experience with constant uncertainty, enduring countless goodbyes and waiting seasons. God’s charge to be courageous stretches beyond warriors to those who keep the home fires burning, promising that wherever we go or they are, near or far, He is there too.

			Personal Inspection

			How might God’s presence change the way you handle the long separations or silent battles left in the wake of service at home?

			Prayer

			Lord, watch over those I love while we’re apart or moving forward in a new life together. Help us all rest in knowing You are with us wherever we are and anywhere the path leads.

			Day 5

			Mission Insight

			Transitioning out of military service or engaging back into civilian life can feel like stepping onto foreign ground. God’s words to Joshua echo here, reminding us that strength and courage for new roles and uncertain futures come from knowing we never walk alone.

			Personal Inspection

			What part of your future feels most intimidating right now, and how does God’s promise meet that fear?

			Prayer

			Father, calm my anxious thoughts about what’s next. Lead me forward with confidence grounded in Your faithful guidance.

			Day 6

			Mission Insight

			Hours of training build readiness, yet even seasoned warriors can face moments of doubt. This verse speaks into those vulnerable spaces, assuring us that the truest source of courage isn’t our preparation, it’s God’s unshakable companionship.

			Personal Inspection

			How could trusting God’s promise to be with you make you bolder in facing life’s next test?

			Prayer

			God, deepen my trust beyond what I’ve rehearsed or prepared for. Make Your presence the strongest part of my courage.

			Day 7 After-Action Reflection

			This week we explored how true courage is built not on our grit or experience, but on God’s unchanging nearness. Whether stepping into new seasons in our lives, carrying memories of old battles, navigating long separations, or taking leaps of faith, His command remains: be strong and courageous for He is with you. As we carry this verse forward, may it anchor every unknown, and redefine what brave looks like.

			Auxiliary Scriptures

			•Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you.”

			•Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

			Prayer

			Lord, thank You for speaking courage into my life this week. Help me stand strong in every challenge, not by my own might, but because You go before me. Teach me to trust Your presence more deeply with every step I take.

			Field Note

			On D-Day during WWII, soldiers stormed the beaches of Normandy under relentless enemy fire, advancing not because danger suddenly disappeared, but because the mission and the path ahead to victory demanded it. Their courage rose out of conviction that holding back was not an option. Joshua 1:9 mirrors this kind of forward-leaning faith; it calls us to move even when afraid, because God Himself goes with us. For those who have served, this promise should give us renewed courage in every step we take, proving real strength is found in trusting the One who never abandons the fight.

		

	
		
			WEEK 2   †   SACRIFICIAL LOVE

			Key Verse: John 15:12 (ESV)

			“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 

			Day 1

			Mission Insight

			Jesus spoke these words on the night of His betrayal, just before laying down His life. His definition of love is not sentimental, it is sacrificial. This verse is etched into the hearts of warriors who have seen, and sometimes participated in, acts of selfless bravery. In the military, “laying down your life” might happen in an instant, but it also happens in quiet, daily sacrifices be it long deployments, missed moments, enduring danger for the sake of others. Jesus doesn’t just admire this kind of love; He commands it. He set the ultimate example living out his own words by having given His life for us.

			Personal Inspection

			What does sacrificial love mean to you, and do you embody this type of love as Jesus exemplified?

			Prayer

			Lord Jesus, thank You for showing us the truest form of love. Help me live out that love, not only in dramatic moments, but in the ordinary sacrifices You ask of me every day.

			Day 2

			Mission Insight

			Service demands sacrifice, some obvious, some invisible. The love Jesus describes isn’t just for combat or crisis, it’s a lifestyle. Whether it’s giving up your time, comfort, or control; sacrificial love means placing someone else’s well-being ahead of your own. It’s easy to love in theory, harder in practice.

			Personal Inspection

			Where in your life are you being called to love sacrificially even when it’s inconvenient?

			Prayer

			Lord, help me love others in ways that cost me something. Teach me to see sacrifice not as loss, but as obedience and gaining more that I am losing.

			Day 3

			Mission Insight

			Love can leave scars as most people know, and we understand that sacrificing for others may lead to grief, pain, or long-term burdens. But Christ’s love shows us that wounds borne for others are not wasted. He redeems them. His scars became the very sign of victory and healing, and He invites us to see our sacrifices through that same lens.

			Personal Inspection

			What scars emotional or physical remind you of the love you have given?

			Prayer

			God, heal the places in me marked by love given at great cost. Show me how You’re using even those wounds for good and give me the confidence to keep loving as you have.

			Day 4

			Mission Insight

			Some sacrifices aren’t dramatic, they’re daily choices to lay down ego, control, or convenience. It might mean letting someone else lead, choosing not to retaliate in an argument, or staying present for someone who’s struggling. These acts of love often go unnoticed, but they don’t go unnoticed by God.

			Personal Inspection

			What small sacrifice could you make today that would show someone they matter?

			Prayer

			Jesus, teach me to love in the quiet, humble ways You modeled. Make me alert to the needs around me.

			Day 5

			Mission Insight

			Transitions throughout military service can feel like losing that clear sense of purpose or identity especially with retirements or change of duty locations as examples. But this verse reminds us that the mission to love doesn’t end with retirement or a permanent change of station. Civilians, active duty, and veterans alike are called to keep loving, to keep laying down comfort for the good of others, in family, church, community, our past colleges or friends, and beyond.

			Personal Inspection

			Where do you feel God calling you to bring the same mission-minded love you practiced in service?

			Prayer

			Lord, show me where my next assignment of love lies. Give me eyes to see that my purpose in You never ends.

			Day 6

			Mission Insight

			Fear can hold us back from loving well. Fear of rejection, failure or getting hurt can hold us back from loving well. But Jesus’ love pushed through fear, even unto death. The kind of love He calls us to isn’t reckless, but it is brave, to show up in love even when it’s hard.

			Personal Inspection

			What fear is standing between you and deeper love, by Jesus’ example can you be emboldened?

			Prayer

			Jesus, give me courage to love through the fear. Help me trust that You’ll meet me on the other side of obedience to Your example.

			Day 7 After-Action Reflection

			Jesus doesn’t suggest sacrificial love, He commands it. This week we’ve seen that true love costs something, but it never comes back empty. Whether on the battlefield, in the home, or at the side of someone in need, laying down your life for others mirrors Christ’s own mission. You may not be called to die for a friend but you are called to live for others. That’s where Christ-like love shines brightest.

			Auxiliary Scriptures

			•Philippians 2:3–8 “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…”

			•Romans 5:8 “But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

			Prayer

			Jesus, thank You for laying down Your life for me. Help me reflect that same love in how I speak, act, and serve. Make me someone who doesn’t just admire sacrificial love but lives it.

			Field Note

			Desmond Doss, an Army medic during World War II, with the 77th Infantry Division, served in the Pacific theater without ever carrying a weapon due to his religious beliefs. He was ridiculed for his values, yet during the Battle of Okinawa, he saved the lives of 75 men by dragging them one by one to safety under heavy fire, though he himself being severely wounded twice. Doss’ courage and selflessness earned him the Medal of Honor, yet his actions were rooted in conviction of faith and love for his fellow man, not medals. (Congressional Medal, 2025) He was willing to lay down his life over and over again, without needing a weapon to do it. His life embodied John 15:13 in action. Real love risks everything for others. 

		

	
		
			WEEK 3   †   TRUST OVER FEAR

			Key Verse: Psalm 56:11 (ESV)

			“In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

			Day 1

			Mission Insight

			David wrote this psalm while under enemy surveillance and capture, facing real threats, real danger. But his response was not panic or hopelessness; it was trust. Those that know the uniform, know that courage isn’t the absence of fear but the decision to act anyway. In the military, fear is managed by training and preparation but even then, some moments call for deeper strength. David shows us where that strength is found, in God. When you know who holds your life, the power of fear is broken. This verse isn’t bravado; its quiet confident faith forged under pressure.

			Personal Inspection

			What does it mean to trust God, do you truly trust God’s strength to address/face your fears?

			Prayer

			God, help me trust You more than I fear what’s around me. Teach me to stand steady, not because I am strong, but because You are.

			Day 2

			Mission Insight

			Fear is often loud and persistent. Trust doesn’t have to shout and be loud, it simply holds firm. For those of us who have returned home, we may no longer face enemies with weapons, but instead we face fear of failure, rejection, or not measuring up. David’s words offer a steadying truth; no threat has more power than God’s promise, and in God you can have victory over fear and its many forms.

			Personal Inspection

			What’s the loudest fear in your mind right now, and how can trust in God quiet it?

			Prayer

			Lord, help me choose trust even when fear feels more familiar. Remind me You’re still in control.

			Day 3

			Mission Insight

			Many that served carry private fears, memories that haunt, decisions that linger, relationships that feel fragile, or failures of the past we keep present in our current day. But David shows us the pathway forward, speak trust aloud. Not to deny the fear or what this world tries to do to us, but to declare that God is bigger than it all! Saying “In God I trust” isn’t weakness; it’s warfare against fear and the past, ensuring our promised future.

			Personal Inspection

			What fear needs to be named and surrendered to God today?

			Prayer

			Jesus, I give You the fears I’ve carried in silence. Replace them with Your peace and strength knowing you have prepared a place for me this world can never take away.

			Day 4

			Mission Insight

			Trust is often tested in life’s many transitions. Whether it’s retirement from the military, a new job, or a move across the country, any uncertainty can rattle us. David’s verse reminds us that God is constant, even when we find that we and our lives are not. The world may shift but our foundation doesn’t, and is how we can stay surefooted in life’s ever-changing seas.

			Personal Inspection

			What recent change has shaken your sense of security and stability?

			Prayer

			Father, be my anchor in this season of life that I am in today. Help me trust You more than my circumstances and know that these seasons in life are temporary and you are eternal.

			Day 5

			Mission Insight

			Fear thrives on worst-case scenarios. It magnifies what might go wrong. But David asks a bold rhetorical question, “What can man do to me?” It’s not that people can’t hurt us, it’s that they can’t define us, they cannot remove us from Him. When our identity is rooted in the God who protects, redeems, and restores we are untouchable in spirit.

			Personal Inspection

			Who or what have you given too much power in your thoughts that doesn’t deserve it, and how can you take it back through trust and place it in its proper perspective?

			Prayer

			God, help me reclaim peace where I’ve let fear take over. You are my Defender.

			Day 6

			Mission Insight

			Trusting God doesn’t mean nothing bad will ever happen. It means nothing can ultimately destroy you when you revere Him. That’s the promise David clung to and it’s the one we inherit through Christ. God’s love makes us resilient, and through Him all things are possible.

			Personal Inspection

			What fear are you ready to replace with the certainty of God’s love, are you prepared to be bold knowing that through God’s love you will be ok?

			Prayer

			Jesus, nothing can separate me from Your love, may I always be thankful to You for this and help me live boldly in this Truth!

			Day 7 After-Action Reflection

			This week reminded us that fear is real, but it’s not the boss. David faced literal enemies and still declared, “In God I trust.” For military and civilians alike, that trust isn’t about blind optimism it’s about confidence in the One who never changes. Whatever battle you face, external or internal, trust can be your weapon. Speak it, live it, and let it shape your steps.

			Auxiliary Scriptures

			•Isaiah 41:10 “Fear not, for I am with you…”

			•Romans 8:31 “If God is for us, who can be against us?”

			Prayer

			God, anchor my heart in Your promises. Teach me to trust You when fear rises and to walk boldly knowing You go before me.

			Field Note

			Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, commander of the 20th Maine Infantry Regiment during the Civil War, is best known for his pivotal role in defending Little Round Top during the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863. A former theology college professor Chamberlain volunteered to fight believing the war was a moral struggle over the soul of the nation. At Gettysburg, outnumbered and nearly out of ammunition, Chamberlain ordered a daring bayonet charge that repelled Confederate forces. Throughout the war, Chamberlain frequently demonstrated personal courage under fire, wounded six times in the war, he once wrote, “I fear only to fail in doing my duty, nothing else.” (White, 2024) His life echoes the spirit of Psalm 56:11: “In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Chamberlain’s trust in God’s sovereignty gave him the strength to face death without flinching and to lead with honor. 

		

	
		
			WEEK 4   †   HEALING THROUGH CHRIST

			Key Verse: Isaiah 53:5 (ESV)

			“But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.” 

			Day 1

			Mission Insight

			This verse, spoken by the prophet Isaiah centuries before the crucifixion, describes the suffering of the Messiah in visionary detail. It connects Christ’s wounds directly to our healing. This is a profound reminder that pain whether physical, emotional, or spiritual, is not unfamiliar to God. The healing that Jesus offers isn’t just theoretical or just in the future, it’s personal, present, and available now! Through His wounds, our injuries can find restoration. Whether we carry scars on our body or in our hearts, Christ meets us in them, without shame and with redemption; as exemplified in His resurrection still displaying His own scars from the crucifixion.

			Personal Inspection

			Do you accept that Christ’s wounds were for your salvation, that like He conquered his wounds, so too can you overcome yours through Him?

			Prayer

			Jesus, thank You for taking my pain upon Yourself. Help me trust that Your suffering wasn’t wasted but deliverance and redemption is for me as well.

			Day 2

			Mission Insight

			Some wounds are visible; others stay buried deep beneath the surface. Many of us often carry both. Isaiah 53:5 is an invitation to bring those injuries, whatever they look like, into the light of Christ’s love. His stripes and wounds weren’t just
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Day 1: The Beginning:
Becoming familiar with
the Week’s Key Verse.

Days 1-6: Deeper Dive:
Read the Key Verse each
day then read the
Mission Insights for
further understanding of
the verse and its lessons.
Do the Personal
Inspection question,
meditate on your
answer, and when you
are ready say the ending
prayer for the day.

Day 7: The Review:
Re-read the Key Verse
then read the After
Action Reflection of our
week on the verse. See
the auxiliary references
that supports our week’s
message to look up if
you wish. Then say a
prayer to close out the
week. Additionally,
there is a “Field Note”
added for youto see an
example o testimonial
that helps illustrate the
verse from the week.
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