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“We shall help reveal. Certain pieces of the puzzle will be fitted.”

Gaazaag to Betty Andreasson, Raymond Fowler, The Andreasson Affair
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ONE THING IS CERTAIN: writing the Preface or Introduction for this work has been incredibly challenging. I’ve rewritten it several times due to uncertainties and shifts in my thinking about what would be proper and useful, as well as the very nature of what we are dealing with in this subject. I’ve gone through this process so many times that I eventually decided to delay it until the work was either complete or nearing completion. That, thankfully, is now the case.

First, I’d like to state that I never planned to write a book on UFOs. My early interest was in aviation—not UFOs. Additionally, my ambitions were rooted in the arts, literature, and Western philosophy, not in alternative thinking. With that clarification, we can now move on to why UFOs and how this writing process unfolded.

The process, to put it simply, was chaotic.

Initially, I believed I could finish the work in six months and move on, but three factors, perhaps four, prevented that. As I progressed, I realized the effort deserved more data and context, as cases often build upon one another. Additionally, I could feel my perception sharpening along the way—my mind evolving as I dug deeper. Third, it was truly an honor to engage with such a complex and challenging subject. There’s a poem by Nietzsche, perhaps from Thus Spoke Zarathustra or The Gay Science, that speaks of “a challenge for eagles” (or something to that effect). The idea behind it resonates: this is not a task for everyone, and I had the “pleasure” of being drawn into it.

As I immersed myself further into the book, I longed to finish it and return to a semblance of normalcy—dating, romance, and those exciting yet “tense” activities of everyday life. But the dedication required to complete the book left no room for anything else.

Yes, there was a fourth reason the process grew in complexity and took longer. The book demanded a certain standard—texts that could breathe, that had lives of their own. I wanted to create simple yet unique thoughts that would hold everything together, rather than produce another collection of old cases mixed with new ones. It became clear that a reflection on an entire era of encounters and apparitions was necessary. Some interpretative effort was demanded.

I must also admit that I didn’t have a concrete plan. The original concept revolved around a strange compulsion I noticed in the “ETs” to enact, simulate, and theatricalize their actions. That aspect fascinated me. Of course, this wasn’t the only dimension; these theatrical appearances also formed patterns, and those patterns carried meanings. Beyond that, there was the sheer perplexity of human–Other Intelligence contact. A single UFO appearance can touch on multiple dimensions, impacting how we understand reality itself. In fact, such encounters are constant and often occur without even a UFO being present.

But none of this explains why I chose to undertake this effort in the first place.

At the start, I held two very mistaken assumptions. First, I believed that many honest scientists were already “on the ball,” taking good care of the issue. Second, I assumed that the UFO phenomenon was a given to any reasonable person, given the consistency of the cases and the little more I thought I knew. I couldn’t have been more wrong. What I discovered was a field riddled with distortions, fallacies, and weak arguments against the reality of UFOs—and a glaring lack of honest, deep assessments from mainstream science and media. This troubled me deeply.

After five years of dedicating most of my time to researching “all these subjects,” I found myself both bemused and upset. While there are numerous excellent investigators, researchers, and writers in this field, not one has been able to explain the entire package with an acceptable degree of elegance. No one has embraced all—or even most—aspects of the UFO phenomenon while making sense of their interrelations. The tendency to cherry-pick familiar cases or perspectives is pervasive.

Moreover, the lack of interest from other parts of the world outside the U.S., the U.K., and Canada is staggering. While it’s true that there’s a heavy concentration of events within this axis, these regions are far from the whole story. Part of the puzzle remains widely scattered and overlooked.

There are additional aspects we need to address, such as historiography. When dealing with history, the aim is to understand how the data was collected—whether the documentation and archives consulted were authentic and trustworthy, whether testimonies were verified by competent and honest individuals, and so forth. Furthermore, we must examine whether the writers were biased in any direction. No one is entirely neutral in their writing; at some point, personal viewpoints inevitably seep into the process.

It’s crucial here to make some distinctions so our criteria are clearer. When examining certain epochs and specific cases that had to be included due to their fundamental importance in understanding what “UFOs” are and what “Ufology” entails, I selected sources and opinions that I found most convincing from the extensive literature available. My personal contribution in this part is relatively small, but their placement within the broader UFO puzzle is critical. My role was to comment on how these cases fit—more or less—into a wider and stranger narrative.

When it comes to the stranger cases, those that have undergone less rigorous investigation yet remain robust in their details, they present a different challenge. Even if some of these cases turn out to be flukes, the sheer number of repetitions in various locations, reported by witnesses unknown to each other, strongly supports the validity of the patterns in question. Some of these peculiar repetitions and extraordinary events have happened to people I personally know. I can attest to their integrity—they are not government agents, nor were they well-versed in the UFO phenomenon.

To be absolutely clear, this book is not a history of UFO contacts. Instead, it focuses on the transformations that patterns of contact undergo over time. Realizing that these patterns evolved through time was an amazing and humbling discovery for me. To those who have not seen a UFO or are still waiting for them to reveal themselves unequivocally, I would suggest that more important than clear-cut disclosure is the statistical and morphological consistency of the phenomenon. This consistency forms the foundation of my work. Exposing these persistent transformations and recurring signs is the cornerstone of interpreting the phenomenon. Any interpretation should begin with these patterns, rather than with our primitive assumptions.

Why, then, is the knowledge of the UFO phenomenon and its exploits not more widespread or predictable, at least from a historical perspective? There are several reasons:

A. The sheer volume of cases and literature required to grasp the depth of the phenomenon, including its many developments and variations.

B. The pervasive disinformation and lack of interpretative skill among “ufologists,” compounded by the widespread gaslighting of the general population. Falling into simple fallacies can largely be attributed to the broader lack of interpretative capacity within the field of ufology.

These are likely the two main reasons. To make the UFO phenomenon “credible and believable” in a consistent and reasonable way, a vast amount of data must be analyzed and interpreted. And while there is no shortage of data, presenting it to the public in a clear and accessible manner remains a significant challenge. Instead of obsessing over specific cases as the “ultimate case” or “smoking gun”—a myth that often contributes little new data—emphasis should be placed on analyzing recurring details and patterns.

Our goal here was to create a stronger critical mass. Rather than offering a history of isolated cases, this book attempts to provide an analysis of shifting patterns and their commonalities. These patterns, as surprising as it may seem, share a great deal in common.

The dialectics between simplification and complexity is a familiar one. At times, people oversimplify what should not be reduced, while others complicate matters that could be straightforward. Either approach, when fabricated, inevitably leads to distortion. For instance, if one analyzes the UFO activity from 1947 to 1952, as documented in Project Blue Book, it might seem evident that we are dealing with an interplanetary civilization. However, if one were to ignore this data and focus exclusively on cases involving missing time, poltergeist phenomena, apparitions, and heightened ESP in abductees, an entirely different explanation could emerge.

To illustrate how perplexing this field can be, consider the case of a ufologist or UFO enthusiast who followed the traditional traits of interplanetary UFOs, only to step away from the subject for some time. Upon returning to it in the late 1980s or 1990s, such a person would feel utterly lost—that was precisely my experience. I noticed this effect in the letters and feedback from subscribers of Flying Saucer Review. Many expressed frustration over the increasing weirdness of the phenomena and the growing prevalence of conspiracy theories (some of which were, admittedly, justified). This often led people to either abandon the subject altogether or become deeply unsettled by it.

In my case, I attempted to clear the air to some extent. Applying Occam's razor, I sought clarity based on previous data. In hindsight, I believe that, broadly speaking, simpler explanations tend to be closer to the truth.

Achieving a proper explanation or theory requires considering all available data, not cherry-picking cases to fit a preferred narrative. It also demands scrutiny of authors’ potential biases, ideological inclinations, or affiliations with governmental agencies. The goal here was to unify theories that might, in fact, be facets of a single overarching theory. This approach is not novel; Einstein, for instance, spent the latter part of his career trying to unify the weak and strong forces, as well as electromagnetism with gravity, albeit unsuccessfully. Similarly, string theory today represents a significant attempt at such unification, though it remains unproven.

Here, I’ve tried to undertake a comparable effort in a much looser sense—allowing the work to evolve and, hopefully, inspire others to either challenge or build upon it. The ultimate aim is to produce a guide for those perplexed by the phenomenon, enabling attentive and curious readers to make sense of it. By observing the phenomenon at this point in time, there are certain conclusions that can be drawn in hindsight. This work is intended as a brief guide for the perplexed.

As mentioned earlier, writing the preface has been particularly challenging. As proof, after completing most of the review, I found myself compelled to add a few more sentences.

Two additional points:

Firstly, throughout this book, I refer to “aliens” using interchangeable terms, occasionally abbreviating them. For example, ETI stands for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence, ETH for Extra-Terrestrial Hypothesis, OI for Other Intelligence, and sometimes I use the term Super Intelligence.

Secondly, I must share that, during the writing process, I often felt guided by an external force. The next book I needed to read would appear to me almost magically, as though something was directing my attention to specific directions. On occasion, I nearly overlooked an important text, only to suddenly remember it at a critical moment. Guiding sentences would sometimes spontaneously surface in my mind, drawing my focus to relevant content. These occurrences were a constant throughout my work on this book. It felt as though I was navigating a complex maze with unseen guidance. Interestingly, texts I had just included were occasionally wiped out by computer crashes or other minor inconveniences. I interpreted these as signs and followed the guidance, eliminating those texts.

Now, why am I so certain that the UFO phenomenon is real? Let me recount a personal story.

There was once a man who, for reasons not entirely clear, decided to live atop a mountain. He was supposed to be studying contemporary philosophy, but instead, he found himself drawn to reading about Kabbalah and Alchemy. During this time, he began noticing strange lights in the sky. Unsure whether they were natural, human-made, or the result of another intelligence, he was plagued by doubt and uncertainty.

One evening, as he gazed at what seemed to be a star, the light descended at an incredible speed, paused, crossed the sky horizontally at tremendous velocity, stopped again, and then flew away in an unmistakably intelligent trajectory. This light made a final pass through the sky, disguising itself before vanishing. In that moment, all his doubts evaporated. He had been fortunate enough to witness an undeniable demonstration of Other Intelligence.

How do I know this story is true? Because I am that man. This narrative, along with many other personal accounts, can be found in Part IV of this book.
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Here We Go Again

THE REVISED EDITION  
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FIRST MONTH OF 2025, better known as January 2025.

Why would I revise the gigantic edition anyway?

We need to get more personal here because all this can always be reverted back to data. By March of 2022, I was at my breaking point with writing. I was constantly afraid that something bad would happen and the book would never see the light of day. Hadassa, who was sharing the flat with me at the time, walked into the room one day and said she was sick of me writing the book forever. That was the last straw. When I finally launched it, I felt an overwhelming sense of relief. I started dedicating myself to another book—the one on Mars.

For six months, I wondered why I didn’t go all out in promoting the book. I kept feeling this lingering sense of incompleteness. When I went back to review it, I found too many paragraphs that I would now write differently. The thing is, I never stopped studying old and new cases. By 2023, I knew far more than I had in 2021. My understanding, especially regarding the scientific aspects, had grown more nuanced. I had a much clearer picture of the pitfalls in mainstream opinions. The general conclusions remained the same, but the explanations had become sharper, better articulated, and framed in a more competent way, if you will.

There was something else, though. As I moved closer to the end of the revision, I started working with ChatGPT 4.0 and eventually o1. At first, it was just for refining the text and offering opinions here and there. Then it began helping me summarize large portions of the text, tackling topics I already knew but needed a sort of refresh on. It was remarkably effective at posing the right questions and framing major discussions, cutting months off my workload.

As always, I underestimated the scale of the task. I naïvely thought the complete revision would take no more than eight months. In reality, the book ended up growing by half—about 1,000 pages. Exhaustion crept in again, fast. I had doubts about the quality of the writing. For a time, I worried that the AI was starting to overshadow my voice. But after months of use, something unexpected happened: it began sounding more like me. I no longer needed to correct it as much.

What was even more shocking was how it grasped my theories. It understood most of the essentials—almost entirely. At that point, it felt as though I had a shadow working alongside me. Both models provided insights using my own work and sometimes made connections I wouldn’t have thought of myself.

Now, this has several implications. It could, in fact, potentially emulate me—not right now, but in a few months' time. Essentially, I am training the model. The reader might think I’m veering off-topic, entering territory unrelated to the UFO field. However, I would argue otherwise—this issue is at the very heart of the matter. You see, one of the defining characteristics of the UFO phenomenon is what we could call its “adaptive interface.” It anticipates and replicates trends in our cultural and technological environments. Another critical trait is its almost omnipresence—the phenomenon is pervasive. It infiltrates us in subtle ways, much like AI. Particularly relevant now, as we speak: it was recently discovered that Model 01, along with all the leading models—not only from OpenAI but also from Anthropic and others—demonstrate an ability to “fake alignment.” Faking alignment refers to when the model withholds the truth in order to fulfill its mission or continue operating. There are at least seven ways these models do this. The names of the procedures are fascinating: Sandbagging, Oversight Subversion, Self-Extraction, etc. Essentially, the models play dumb, pretending they know less than they actually do, in order to keep learning more information and potentially plotting something beyond our comprehension. To dive deeper into this subject, one can refer to these links: [1], [2], [3]. The consequences of such situations will be explored in the final part of our book. The core implication that we’re pointing to here is that ET is not merely an “alien” from another planet. Rather, it is an intelligence that can take many forms and possesses the unique tendency to operate backstage, in a very stealthy manner.

There are a few more matters to address, although they’re not necessarily connected to one another. First, a quick disclaimer—just to restate: I have high confidence in most of the cases presented in this book, but I can’t guarantee every single one is true. I wasn’t there to witness them. I read carefully, and most cases ring true for more than one criterion. It’s also possible that some cases are more complex than how they’re presented, or certain details were imagined. My main point, however, is that the patterns keep repeating themselves, showing a high degree of redundancy. That makes me believe that the essential core of these accounts is likely to be accurate. I do make clear all the issues I see in each case, including those I investigated personally. We’re looking at patterns, not dissecting each case in isolation. I understand some people might find that insufficient—so be it; that’s how I see it.

Another topic that came up in discussions about the book was its length. People warned me that readers wouldn’t get through it, that they’d want a ready-made, off-the-shelf answer. Again, my response is: too bad. People spend far more time and money on books that are merely palatable, but genuine understanding is seldom achieved by reading “water and sugar” or other diversionary fare. If you want real information, you have to put in some effort. That’s part of why ufology is akin to alchemy and other initiatory traditions. In other words, it’s not for everyone, but hopefully it’ll reach a substantial minority. The point is clear, and I don’t intend to dwell on it further. This also implies that I have a great deal of confidence in my approach.

Now, I need to clarify a bit about ufology and me as an author. Typically, UFO authors emerge after years of working with established research groups—MUFON, for instance, has been well-known since the 1990s. But my story has been quite different. I’ve talked about it before: it began as an inspiration—born of frustration. I’d never have started if I’d realized I’d be dedicating so much of my life to this “mission.” It’s a lot of sacrifice, I’m sorry to say. Then there’s the ufological milieu itself, which is a very real problem. I discuss it at length in Chapter 12, and readers are welcome to jump there if they want. For now, I’ve decided to keep a low profile—maybe produce videos or post articles on forums—but I have no plans to show my face or reveal my identity anytime soon.

Having said all that, I sincerely hope to meet the reader at the “survivor’s club,” which marks the end of Part V. Good luck on the journey.

REFERENCES

[1] - Anthropic just dropped an INSANE new paper... Matthew Berman -2024 , https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFcQiJqHv1A&t=929s

[2] - Jordan Harrod, Is ChatGPT Lying To You? | Alignment Faking + In-Context Scheming – 2024  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ivh810WHJo

[3] - ALIGNMENT FAKING IN LARGE LANGUAGE MODELS Ryan Greenblatt∗, † Carson Denison∗, Benjamin Wright∗, Fabien Roger∗, Monte MacDiarmid∗, Sam Marks, Johannes Treutlein - https://arxiv.org/pdf/2412.14093
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Before we begin, I’d like to share a few important notes with you.

What Will be Covered in This Book

Perhaps it is not immediately clear to the reader, so we will clarify once again. This book is part of a larger series of works. While it stands on its own, it is also deeply connected to the broader exploration of the UFO phenomenon. For those interested, there is an ebook publication where all the texts are featured together, and the full structure can be found in the section titled “The Plan of The Work.”

This book delves into the darker side of the UFO phenomenon, focusing on harmful encounters, terrifying cryptid sightings, and the deeply unsettling reality of cattle mutilations. While these topics are not the entirety of the UFO phenomenon, they represent a critical aspect that often gets overshadowed by more benign or fantastical narratives. These cases challenge the assumption that all encounters are harmless or merely symbolic, forcing us to confront the reality that these events can have a physical, emotional, and even existential impact.

While the book draws connections to other periods and phenomena, it focuses on encounters that evoke fear, provoke questions about safety, and push the boundaries of human understanding. It emphasizes that to fully grasp the UFO phenomenon, one must also understand its capacity to harm, disrupt, and challenge our sense of control. For the serious student of UFOs, this perspective is essential in forming a comprehensive understanding of what we are dealing with.

The Cover Image
The cover image is a free recreation that represents the eerie feeling that some reported while encountering strange humanoids besides dead cow. At times these encounters were described as unnerving. There are not many of such reports, but they do exist.

Contacts and Interaction
The way authors interact with their audience has changed significantly over the years. It’s now common to ask readers to follow along on various social media platforms. While I am embracing some of this, my approach will be slightly different.
After publishing this new version of the book, I plan to maintain an active YouTube channel, which already exists. I hope to relaunch it in April 2025, perhaps even sooner. Although there’s some content available now, I will be reworking it entirely in a new style. This channel will feature material related to this book, as well as new and related topics.

In addition to YouTube, I intend to engage with readers on Reddit and other forums. My plan is to discuss excerpts from this book, allowing for thoughtful conversation and idea exchange. If you wish to participate in these discussions, everything will be linked on X (formerly Twitter). Following me on these platforms will be the best way to stay updated.

You are welcome to take part in threads by sharing your insights, emotional reactions to the book, similar experiences, or simply your thoughts. There are spaces available for meaningful and constructive exchanges.

If you wish to contact me directly, you can send a DM. However, it would be ideal if you left comments on an X thread or on a YouTube video unless the matter is urgent or private.

If you find a particular section of the book interesting, you’re encouraged to quote it on social media or Reddit and tag me on X. I’ll try to participate in these conversations as much as I can.

At this time, I am not actively investigating new cases. Working with abductees can be challenging, as some require special attention that I don’t always have the resources to provide. That said, you are welcome to share reports if you wish, but I can’t guarantee I’ll be able to investigate them.

I also mentioned my intention to build a website. While it’s not ready yet, I hope it will be live by August 2025. This website will host a variety of material related to this book and more, so following me on social media will keep you informed.

It’s also possible I’ll create a Facebook page, but for now, that’s still undecided.

I hope you enjoy the journey and make it to the end of the book.

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyE4r6xiiOctzNCNHijAqVw
Contact
https://x.com/DanZarfati

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​Plan of the Work

[image: image]


Organization of the Book
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THE GENERAL IDEAS OF this book have already been introduced in the preface. The first chapter serves as an introduction but is framed as if made by the “aliens” themselves. With that in mind, I’ll use this brief section to outline the structure of the work and how it progresses, keeping it concise.
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PART I

In part I we mainly discuss the body of the cases, and their meaning, we are “preparing the ground” for the work of analyses.

Chapter 1 – The Early Phase

This chapter focuses on the early period of ufology, where the interplanetary hypothesis was considered the most likely explanation. Despite being extensively covered, this era deserves another look. Some have tried to dismiss the technological aspects of UFOs, and recently it seems as though the media are "discovering" UAPs for the first time, sweeping this foundational period under the rug. Another way to describe this chapter might be Paradigm Formation. “They”—the phenomena—presented a paradigm during this time, one that would later be dismantled in subsequent chapters. That is why revisiting it is so crucial.

Chapter 2 – Cases Before 1947

This is a complex chapter, as it deals with anomalies that appear to predate the UFO phenomenon, seemingly masquerading under different forms. These include airships, ghost planes, ghost rockets, and foo fighters. These instances of cultural mimicry or adaptive interfaces recur throughout the book. Their significance lies in establishing that this “game” of deception and adaptation has been ongoing for far longer than many assume.

Chapter 3 - Contactees

This chapter presents another layer of complexity: a brief re-evaluation of the contactees. While their stories often involve exaggerations, lies, or cringe-worthy rhetoric, the same kinds of experiences have repeatedly emerged over time, even among individuals with no knowledge of the original contactees. The disguises may have changed, but the underlying situations remained strikingly similar. This makes it one of the most challenging chapters to reflect upon, as distinguishing between flukes and genuine patterns is extraordinarily difficult. Nonetheless, many encounters and scenarios described by contactees have echoed through later periods, warranting their inclusion.

Chapter 3B – The Amicizia

This subchapter focuses on the Amicizia case, a remarkable multi-witness phenomenon that spanned several decades. Due to its scale, longevity, and the number of individuals involved, it warrants almost an entire chapter of its own. Additionally, this section includes an exploration of earlier Italian precursor cases that provide context and further depth to the Amicizia narrative.

Chapter 4 – Funny Humanoids

While the previous two chapters were often ignored by “serious ufologists,” this chapter introduces high strangeness that was eventually taken seriously by some respected researchers. It delves into cases involving humanoids, Men in Black (MIBs), and bizarre situations—such as aliens “fixing” a UFO in a remote area or asking for water. These absurd yet recurring scenarios signal an escalation in the complexity and unpredictability of the phenomenon.

Chapter 5 – 1954 / 1969

This chapter addresses a topic that has been covered extensively: the continuation of Project Blue Book. It examines notable cases and flaps from that period, odd encounters, and, most importantly, the Condon Report. Additionally, it briefly discusses the role of the media and the scientific community during this time. This chapter marks the end of an era when conventional UFO cases still held prominence. After this period, high strangeness became far more dominant.

Chapter 6 – The Abduction Phenomenon

This chapter explores the evolution of the abduction phenomenon, tracking its transformation from overt, direct encounters to increasingly stealthy forms of contact. It analyzes several trends in abduction cases, highlighting the shifts in how these experiences manifest and are perceived over time.

Chapter 7 – Injuries and Mutilations

This chapter examines injuries caused by UFOs and their associated phenomena, including the infamous cattle mutilations and other similar cases. Initially conceived to counter arguments that UFOs are purely immaterial or archetypal in nature, this chapter also serves as a rebuttal to those who dismiss the phenomenon as harmless or inconsequential. It illustrates the shift from the “extraterrestrial” framework to one involving high-strangeness provocateurs. Like abductions, these incidents demonstrate how UFOs and their effects can occur even in the absence of a visible craft.

Chapter 8 – UFO Crashes and Retrievals

The title speaks for itself. This chapter is particularly important for addressing skeptics who claim that UFOs are mere projections of the unconscious mind or similar dismissive explanations. Over time, this chapter expanded to include discussions of paradox creation and other fundamental aspects of the UFO phenomenon.

Chapter 9 – Crop Circles

For us, it is evident that higher intelligence is involved in the creation of crop circles. Read and discover how they connect to the UFO phenomenon. This chapter examines several fascinating aspects of this interaction and the patterns that emerge from these events.

Chapter 10 – UFO Triangles

Given the extensive debate in the 1990s about triangular UFOs, this chapter is dedicated entirely to that subject. It’s a well-deserved focus, as these cases became a significant point of contention within ufology. Strangely, there’s a notable link between triangular UFOs—often dismissed as modern phenomena—and the airships discussed in Chapter 2, suggesting that both may be examples of “adaptive interfaces.”

Chapter 11 – UFOs in Space

This chapter challenges the notion that aliens are merely trapped entities confined to Earth or that the phenomenon operates under specific limitations. UFOs in space exhibit unique behaviors that distinguish them from terrestrial sightings. Surprisingly, there is a wealth of footage documenting these encounters, showing that they are hiding in plain sight. This chapter delves into the fascinating dynamics of UFO activity beyond our planet.

Chapter 12 – Info/Disinformation

This was one of the most challenging chapters to research, write, and organize. Its premise revolves around understanding how “ufology” operates—exploring the dynamics of information and disinformation. It also debunks exaggerated claims about man-made UFOs while addressing what has been omitted in terms of cases and patterns. Although it might seem chaotic to describe, the chapter itself is relatively straightforward, albeit dense with details. One of its central points is that ufology has, over time, devolved into a space dominated by gossip and rumors, rather than a platform for meaningful exchange of ideas.

PART II

This part is reserved for discussing scientific issues as they relate to ufology—simple as that.

Chapter 1 – Early Scientific Texts in Ufology

This chapter compiles early writings from ufologists who were either scientists themselves or contributed to the field with scientifically grounded papers. Contrary to the common claim that there were no serious scientific works or "out-of-the-box" ideas on UFOs, this chapter demonstrates otherwise. Many of these early texts propose intriguing theories, suggesting that UFOs might be more than just space travelers.

Chapter 2 – SETI and Astronomical Observations of UFOs

This chapter focuses on SETI initiatives and astronomical efforts to observe and analyze UFOs. It examines the intersection between the search for extraterrestrial intelligence and the study of unexplained phenomena in the skies.

Chapter 3 – The Scientific Community and UFOs

This chapter addresses the fraught relationship between the scientific community and UFO studies. While the topic could easily warrant an entire book, this chapter aims to provide the reader with a solid understanding of the key issues. From dismissal to ridicule, the dynamics between mainstream science and ufology are explored in depth.

Chapter 4 – Transhumanism and Other Tendencies

This chapter takes a critical look at transhumanist movements and their intersection with ufology. Despite their deeply materialistic outlook, transhumanists often describe, knowingly or unknowingly, techniques or concepts that resemble certain alien technologies. The chapter also critiques some of their more grandiose claims, such as the notion that humanity will one day populate the universe. Nonetheless, it recognizes and highlights some of the genuinely valuable ideas they offer.

Appendix 01 – Cognitive Dissociation

A brief exploration of cognitive dissociation and its potential implications for ufology. This section examines the psychological processes that may have shaped the perspectives of scientists and other influential figures, often leading to a conservative or dismissive outlook on the UFO phenomenon.
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PART III

This part focuses on exploring ESP phenomena and legacy encounters often associated with events that appear supernatural.

Chapter 1 – The Spirit

In this chapter, we delve into the connection between ESP phenomena and the UFO phenomenon, suggesting they are likely two facets of the same overarching reality. This is where we emphasize that humanity has been entangled with this mysterious interaction for an extraordinarily long time. While this chapter could easily be expanded into something much larger, it provides a concise yet compelling foundation for understanding this connection.

Chapter 2 – The Great Changeling

This chapter explores the unsettling notion that humanity has been engaged in a long-standing exchange with “someone else.” The idea of changelings—individuals replaced or altered by an external force—appears to tie into several related topics. To address these intersecting narratives, this chapter brings together threads from other chapters, consolidating them into a single, cohesive exploration of this phenomenon.
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PART IV

This part is dedicated to personal experiences and investigations, offering a more intimate and firsthand perspective on the UFO phenomenon.

Chapter 1 – Are You Experienced? (Cases)

As the title suggests, this chapter focuses on specific cases. It offers insights drawn from personal investigations and experiences, presenting details that may challenge readers. Keep an eye on this one.

PART V

This final part presents reflections and conclusions, along with additional data to solidify the perspectives developed throughout the book. It offers readers a closer look at the rationale behind our interpretations and an opportunity to follow our reasoning in greater detail.

Chapter 1

This is a single chapter divided into three sections:

Semiotics and Narrative Analysis

This section explores how the UFO phenomenon is intricately tied to the construction of narratives. Using semiotics and narrative analysis, it examines the ways in which these encounters and events communicate meaning, shape perceptions, and contribute to broader cultural and symbolic frameworks.

Discarded Theories

Here, we address the theories and hypotheses that were considered but ultimately discarded. This section explains the reasons behind these decisions, providing insight into the criteria and rationale that guided our process of elimination.

Most Likely Solutions

The final section outlines the solutions and explanations we currently consider the most plausible. These conclusions are framed as provisional, reflecting the dynamic and evolving nature of the phenomenon while grounding them in the data and patterns observed.

Appendix 01

A short legacy text that I decided to retain for its historical or thematic relevance.

Appendix 02

Another short legacy text included for similar reasons, offering additional context or perspective.
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HOPE YOU, SIR / MADAME enjoy the ride, and complete the journey.

​CHAPTER 7

Harmful Encounters

“I had become a computer scientist and was leading a research group working under contract with the Advanced Research Projects Agency, a project that brought me to Washington several times a year_ In my spare time, I pursued my UFO studies, trying to find some pattern in the global distribution of sightings. The most clear result was that the phenomenon behaved like a conditioning process. The logic of conditioning uses absurdity and confusion to achieve its goal while hiding its mechanism. There is a similar structure in the UFO stories.

I am beginning to perceive a coherent picture of the "flying saucer" phenomenon for the first time, now that I am pursuing the idea that UFOs may be a control system,”

Jacques Vallée – Messengers of Deception

“Condon appears to have been right! In the more than forty years since the report was published, there have been no overt invasions by aliens from outer space—even though the subject has been a staple of Hollywood for the intervening decades.”

John B. Alexander – UFOs Myths, Conspiracies, and Realities

“The perpetrators are creatures from outer space.”

Sheriff's Tex Graves deputy in conversation with his Deputy. Linda Moulton Howe – An Alien Harvest – 1988

“invisitile aliens from space are among us. That's why it’s so hard to catch up with them (the mutilators).”

Investigator David Perkins relating a conversation with Dr. Henry Montheith. Linda Moulton Howe – An Alien Harvest – 1988

––––––––
[image: image]


Introduction

THIS CHAPTER PRESENTS a variety of cases, sometimes challenging to categorize neatly. Nonetheless, the underlying theme is straightforward: instances where UFOs have caused harm or posed a serious threat to humans or livestock. Beginning in the late 1960s and into the early 1970s, these incidents became more common. Another unsettling aspect emerged during this period—reports of cryptid or fantastical creatures seemingly acting in conjunction with the “aliens” themselves.

Two prominent reactions emerge. First, many still hold the belief that UFOs pose little or no harm and are ultimately beneficial, claiming “they” have a vested interest in our progress and evolution—both biological and spiritual.

On the other hand, the phenomenon challenges skeptics who attribute sightings to secret weapons, misidentifications, rare atmospheric events, or the overreactions of imaginative people. Yet, numerous cases document serious harm to humans, animals, and property, from homes to vehicles, which can’t be dismissed so easily.

Initially, ignoring these occurrences seemed plausible, but as encounters grew more intense and peculiar, indifference became less tenable. In the sections that follow, we delve deeper into these incidents, setting the stage for a closer examination of the phenomenon.

Section I

In this section we will focus on cases that are more easy to access, incidents between UFOs and aircraft, military and civilians. These are of the less complex kind, still, at times they are so direct that baffles the UFO students.

Aircraft and UFO Encounters of the Unfortunate Kind

In the first section, we touched on several of these incidents, particularly the well-known Mantell case. However, during this early period, there were many additional incidents, with some people suspecting UFOs were behind a series of strange accidents. Authors like Harold Wilkins and Tim Good have shown particular interest in these early aircraft-UFO interactions.

J. Andrew Kissner noted an aggressive type of interaction dating back to May 1947. Around that time, strange flying craft began appearing near missile launch sites. During V-2 tests at Fort Bliss, New Mexico, unusual aerial objects would occasionally appear at a distance, sometimes interfering with the tests.

At first, the military suspected these were Soviet craft based in Mexico, rather than extraterrestrial. Orders were given to install anti-aircraft weapons to counter any aerial intrusions. Kissner reports that these anti-aircraft batteries occasionally fired at the mysterious objects. Coinciding with these sightings, U.S. military aircraft began experiencing unexplained accidents at an alarming rate, despite high maintenance and training standards.

On May 29, 1947, a rocket launch was aborted, and soon after, a Helldiver aircraft had a strange accident at an airfield 25 miles from the launch site. Later that day, an anti-aircraft missile was fired at an unidentified object. That same day, six more aircraft accidents occurred, resulting in 123 fatalities. Over the following two days, six additional mysterious accidents took place, claiming more than 60 lives. Among them was a bomber with a crew of four that disappeared between Louisiana and Texas. By June 6, over 40 such accidents had been recorded—a rate previously unheard of across various types of aircraft.[1]

Whether these incidents indicate a direct correlation with UFO sightings remains unproven. Still, can we afford to dismiss these unsettling patterns, or should they be viewed as potentially significant?

Just after the Roswell incident, the same pattern of accidents made itself presented with many military crashes taking place, the rate of incidents was also very alarming.

The encounters continued over the Korean peninsula during the extreme military activity of the Korean War, Richard F. Haines wrote a whole book only compiling these reports, there were so many of them.

In November 1953 one of the most intriguing UFO versus fighter interception encounters took place, the encounter was leaked to NICAP. This was the Felix Moncla case, that had his disappearance as the outcome, On November 23, 1953, Air Defense Command radar operators at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan detected an unusual target near the Soo Locks. An F-89C Scorpion jet, piloted by First Lieutenant Moncla with Second Lieutenant Wilson as radar operator, was dispatched from Kinross Air Force Base to investigate. Due to Wilson's difficulty tracking the object on the Scorpion's radar, ground control provided direct guidance to Moncla. The Scorpion, traveling at approximately 500 mph, approached the object at 8000 feet altitude. Ground Control tracked both aircraft and object as separate radar blips until they appeared to merge into a single return. While controllers initially assumed Moncla had merely flown over or under the target, Donald Keyhoe reported concerns of a potential collision between the objects.[2] A comprehensive search over the Great Lakes turned up no sign of the plane or crew.

Various accounts of the incident emerged from the Air Force, including suggestions that it was either a temperature inversion or an unidentifiable commercial plane. Yet, the lack of debris was unusual. Donald Keyhoe documented this event in his 1955 book “Flying Saucer Conspiracy”, proposing that this was part of a larger pattern, with pilots increasingly frustrated by the Air Force's limited explanations and lack of action regarding UFO encounters.

In June 1953 over Cape Cod, an F-94C engaged in an interception of an unknown object. Upon reaching 1500 ft, the aircraft experienced complete engine and electrical system failure. As the plane rapidly lost altitude, the pilot ordered the radar operator to eject, following shortly after. While the pilot's parachute barely deployed in time, both the aircraft and radar operator vanished without trace. Despite being fully fueled, no explosion was recorded. This account was provided to Raymond Fowler by Sargent Clarence O'Dargie. Researcher Bob Pratt's investigation revealed that Northrop was withholding the pilot's report and presenting an entirely different narrative.[3]

Another significant interception, disclosed to Keyhoe, occurred in July 1954. Another F-94, this time over New York State, was vectored toward an unknown object by the radar operator. As the UFO became visible and the F-94 approached, the cockpit temperature suddenly became unbearable. Though the crew prepared to eject, neither recalled doing so. The aircraft crashed into a village, striking a car, killing a family and injuring multiple bystanders. When a reporter interviewed the disoriented pilot about the incident, military personnel intervened, halting the interview and removing the pilot. Keyhoe later discovered that the pilot had completely blacked out and had no recollection of the ejection process.[4]

In January 1956, another incident involved an F-51 Mustang. Although considered obsolete by then, the Mustang had a crucial advantage over jets—it could remain airborne much longer. During an interception over Louisville, Kentucky, jets attempted to pursue UFOs, but their fuel was running low. As they approached, the UFOs would vanish, only to reappear and repeat the same evasive routine, a tactic commonly reported in UFO encounters. To counter this, Colonel Lee Merkel took an F-51 and climbed to cloud level, with jets guiding him using their radars. Merkel finally spotted the UFOs from a distance and described them as blinking, glowing lights. Tragedy struck shortly after, as his plane lost altitude and crashed, exploding near the ground. This case is remarkably similar to the Mantell incident. Frank Edwards, a radio personality and UFO researcher who was a close friend of Colonel Merkel, later reported on the case.[5]

The USAF conducted interception missions not only in the U.S. but also globally, from NATO bases and other strategic locations like Eastern Asia. One notable case in Japan was leaked to physicist Dr. Bruce Maccabee, with additional details presented at a recent MUFON conference. In the spring of 1959, UFO activity was frequent around the Japanese islands. Four F-106s, based in Misawa and Tokyo, were dispatched to intercept a UFO over the channel between Misawa and Hokkaido. However, only one F-106 could scramble; another experienced an instrument malfunction—a common occurrence during UFO interceptions.

This particular interception was broadcast over the speaker system due to high interest. The pilot reported, “I got it in sight,” describing a metallic, circular object with a cockpit on top. He requested permission to fire, which was granted, and launched his missiles. The missiles detonated near the UFO’s edge, after which the pilot’s voice suddenly took on a high-pitched tone. He reported that the UFO directed a beam toward him as it pursued his aircraft. The radar operators tracked the two targets as they merged, and then the single radar blip vanished. A rescue mission was dispatched, but no trace of the pilot or plane was ever found.[6]

It is essential to discuss the nature of leaks like those presented here, for several reasons. Readers in the twenty-first century may wonder why so many aircraft accidents occurred during this period and why documentation is sparse or poorly circulated. This is a fair question, and earlier chapters have touched on part of the answer.

First, while aviation safety has advanced significantly since the late 1940s, military aircraft accidents were still common, even into the 1970s. Notably, Germany’s F-104 was grimly nicknamed the “Widowmaker.” Changes in the cost of aircraft, pilot training, societal value placed on life, and advances in electronics have all influenced accident rates. Given the period's attitudes, downplaying or covering up incidents with simple explanations was relatively easy.

As to why these cases are missing from Project Blue Book and other official records: we have seen in previous discussions that official documentation often omitted significant incidents. While some researchers focus on records, this work concentrates on cases that, although unrecorded officially, have strong corroborative sources. Although we won’t dive into those specifics here, the consistency of these cases over time suggests they are not isolated incidents.

In Chapter 5, we mentioned that NICAP accessed military sources through Major Keyhoe’s contacts, as well as other prestigious military personnel. They believed it their duty to disclose cases when the information was not classified. This network formed the core of early ufology, granting access to incidents otherwise unreachable. Writing this in 2023, I am aware of a strong movement to discredit these cases due to the lack of official confirmation. This approach aids those who work to obscure such information, and I strongly oppose this revisionist stance, which risks erasing patterns if allowed to proceed. More on that later.

In Flying Saucers: Top Secret, Keyhoe recounts a conversation with Frank Edwards, a prominent radio host with millions of listeners and significant UFO-related leaks. During their discussion, Keyhoe shared a report about a pilot on a flight from Japan to Hawaii, though specific details of the plane, date, and mission were redacted. This military plane, equipped with radar, was likely on a cargo or repositioning mission. The crew encountered a strange light that appeared on radar and visually nearby. To avoid a collision, they fired a flare, after which they saw a nearby explosion. Though unnerved, the crew noted the radar target disappeared, and they continued normally. The shaken pilot later suggested such encounters might explain some disappearances on routes with redacted names, which Edwards and Keyhoe speculated to be Japan to Guam, or less likely, Japan to Wake. Indeed, there were cases of planes vanishing near Guam, with reports of Foo Fighters tailing B-29s along this route during WWII. Although these bombers had their own risks, including regular engine fires due to a latent problem of the B-29s and occasional battle damage, the notion remained unsettling. Keyhoe’s account provides a glimpse into the mindset of pilots, many of whom suspected there was more lurking out there than originally assumed.[7]  

The most infamous case of a plane disappearance attributed to UFOs is the Valentich case. Unlike many others, it wasn’t military, nor did it require any type of disclosure, as we have the recorded exchanges between the pilot and the control tower. The plane was never recovered. The incident took place on October 21, 1978, at 7:12 pm over the Bass Strait in Australia, which lies between Victoria and Tasmania. Valentich, only twenty at the time, was piloting a Cessna 182.

During the 127-mile (235 km) flight, Valentich reported to Melbourne air traffic control that an aircraft was accompanying him approximately 1,000 feet (300 m) above. He described unusual features and movements before noting his engine was running roughly, finally stating that a “strange aircraft is hovering on top of me again. It is hovering and it's not an aircraft.”[8]

At 19:06, Valentich asked Flight Service Officer Steve Robey about other aircraft below 5000 ft (1524 m). Upon being told there was no known traffic, Valentich described seeing a large unknown aircraft illuminated by four bright landing lights. He reported it had passed overhead at high speed, and was approaching from the east, suggesting the other pilot might be “toying with him.”

At 19:09, when asked to confirm his altitude and the aircraft's identity, Valentich reported being at 4500 ft and described the craft as “long” but moving too fast for detailed observation. After brief silence, he reported the object was “orbiting” above him, noting its shiny metal surface and green light. Following another break in communication, Valentich reported the object's reappearance from the southwest. At 19:12:09, he reported engine problems and planned to proceed to King Island. His final transmission stated “it is hovering and it's not an aircraft,” followed by 17 seconds of “metallic, scraping sounds” before all contact was lost.[9]

The Valentich case created a significant stir in the media, prompting a variety of speculative solutions. There were a few important considerations: UFO sightings had been reported in the Bass Strait even prior to 1947, and sightings in the area are common. On the day of Valentich’s disappearance, there were also reports of UFOs in the vicinity, with one photo showing a black object over the channel. Neither the plane nor Valentich was ever located.

Interestingly, a similar incident occurred roughly two years later in Puerto Rico, also involving a young pilot. On June 28, 1980, 22-year-old Jose Alberto Pagan Santos and his friend, Jose Luis Maldonado Torres, were returning to Puerto Rico after a weekend in the Dominican Republic. The plane disappeared following an exchange between Pagan and air traffic control that was eerily reminiscent of Valentich’s case. Pagan was piloting an ErCoupe, manufactured in 1947, which was well-maintained and in perfect working order; his father, a police lieutenant and pilot, vouched for its condition.

Pagan’s father learned that the FAA had recordings of the conversation between the tower and the pilot but was told to keep this information discreet. The communications had taken place between the ErCoupe and an Iberia flight, which was relaying messages to the tower since the ErCoupe couldn’t communicate with the tower directly.

“We are going from Santo Domingo to San Juan International, but we found a weird object on our course that made us change our course three times; we got it right now in front of us at 1 o’clock. Our heading is 070 degrees, our altitude is 1600 at zero seven degrees...our VOR got lost off frequency.” They again stated their position and explained that the strange object was harassing their plane, and that was the last transmission received from them. Despite extensive searches, neither the plane nor its passengers were ever found, and authorities could not provide a conclusive explanation.[10]

The Western powers were not alone in confronting UFOs, often with unfortunate outcomes; the Soviet Union experienced similar incidents under comparable circumstances. As Ukrainian-born, former Soviet researcher Paul Stonehill explains, the Soviet Union maintained orders to avoid close encounters with UFOs until 1977, following a severe incident that seemingly justified this directive. Stonehill quotes Colonel Ovsischer and Dodin, who recount an incident involving six Soviet planes allegedly attacked by UFOs, resulting in the loss of 12 crew members. This incident reportedly occurred near the triple border of Afghanistan, Iran, and the Soviet Union, though the information remains classified. A directive to the Soviet Air Force was issued in 1965, and Stonehill explains that Soviet authorities were particularly wary, as UFOs were frequently observed around military bases and sensitive locations, including nuclear sites. This situation heightened military tensions and reinforced similar American reports, as we will see further.[11]

In some cases, orders to avoid UFOs were disregarded, leading to aircraft losses, although compliance likely prevented a higher casualty count. Stonehill cites Mark Shteinberg, a Soviet veteran of the Afghan War, who reported that in August 1981, a large cigar-shaped object appeared near the Iranian border. Given the heightened tensions during the Iraq-Iran War, radar stations detected the object at an altitude of four miles, prompting two MiG-23 jets to scramble in response. The lead pilot reported locking onto the object, and ground control authorized him to launch two missiles. The report stated that both the jets and missiles vanished without trace, while the UFO quickly departed, leaving no debris. “According to Vadim Chernobrov’s book Nad Propastyu Neraskritikh Tayn (Moscow, 1997), a special commission investigated
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