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Introduction

 Volume 1, whether by accident or design,
dealt solely with British artists; the Walker Brothers, although
American, made their breakthrough whilst resident in the UK. This
volume concentrates on the American artists I listened to in the
sixties, and this is my top twenty list of minor 1960’s hits I
believe should have attained higher position.

It should be
noted that with reference to the American Billboard charts, the
singles are not counted as hits if they did not reach No 40.


No’s 20 - 11


No 20

 Electric
Prunes

I Had Too Much
To Dream Last Night

When this song
was released in 1967 I was fifteen and into my music in a big way.
Although I was an only child, two of my friends had older siblings
and it was at one of their homes that I first heard this track.
Regarded as one of the first psychedelic records, this certainly
intrigued me at the time and my love of that genre continues to
this day.

The first of
only two Electric Prunes tracks to trouble the British charts, this
entered on 11 February 1967, staying for one week at No 49. Their
only other chart hit “Get Me To The World On Time” fared slightly
better, reaching No 42 in a four week stay. Both tracks had greater
success in the USA reaching No 11 and 27 respectively.

Kenny Loggins,
who achieved chart success in the eighties with “Footloose”, was a
member of the group for a short time in 1968.

Written by
Annette Tucker and Nancie Mantz this track can be found on “The
Electric Prunes Original Album Series”.


No 19

 The Monkees

Someday
Man

I must admit
that when The Monkees first hit the charts in 1967 they were not a
group I especially listened to. Likewise I was not a huge fan of
their television series and rarely bothered to watch their shows.
However, by late 1968, as a 16 year old, the travelling fairs were
becoming an attraction. It was at these fairs where pop music would
be blaring out to enhance the atmosphere, that The Monkees “A
Little Bit Me, A Little Bit You” would be one of the most repeated
tracks. Now this was a song that stirred some emotion in me.
Whether it was the excitement and ambience of the fair, I don’t
know, but it certainly encouraged me to listen to The Monkees music
again. I can’t say that any other Monkees song had the same effect
until I heard “Someday Man”. By the time of this release in 1969
the halcyon days of the group were over. “Someday Man” barely
scraped into the charts, but to me, the lyrics reflected my
feelings at the time. The tune was pleasant enough to make you want
to listen and, in my opinion, lyrically this was probably the most
emotive and meaningful Monkees song.

This was the
last single to trouble the UK charts for almost 11 years, entering
on 28 June 1969, staying for one week only at No 47. There was only
moderate chart success for this track in the United States,
achieving No 81.

Written by
Paul Williams, Roger Nicholls this track can be found on the album
“I’m A Believer: The Best Of The Monkees”.


No 18

 The Statler
Brothers

Flowers On The
Wall

My taste in
music has always been eclectic even though my preference is for
sixties music. Being a teenager in the sixties was a wonderful
experience musically. Each week would provide an assortment of
diverse and interesting new releases, the anticipation and
excitement of a new Beatles or Stones single. For someone who
listened to the Spencer Davis Group, The Stones, The Who, The
Yardbirds, this was as far away from that genre of music as you are
likely to move.

There are
several reasons that this record appealed to me. I have always
listened to lyrics and these certainly fed my imagination. I could
imagine I was there with them playing solitaire with a deck of
fifty-one. The tune is catchy and different enough to catch your
attention. Even now when I hear it, which is very rare, I still
find myself singing along.

This was the
only Statler Brothers single to chart either here or in America.
After entering the UK chart on 26 February 1966 it stayed for four
weeks attaining a highest position of No 34. However, they did
chart again in 1966 on an EP with Johnny Cash and the Carter
Family.

Written by
Lewis Dewitt this track can be found on the album “The Best Of The
Statler Brothers”.


No 17

 Blood, Sweat and
Tears

You’ve Made Me
So Very Happy

As a 17 year
old male in 1969 Friday and Saturday nights were spent at a dance
hall. For me that meant the Leicester Palais de Danse or
occasionally, with older friends who could drive, The Coalville
Grand, approximately twelve miles from Leicester. The Palais would
stay open until 2 o’clock in the morning and more often than not,
with no buses and too little money for a taxi, a four mile walk
home would finish off the evening.

At both venues
music would be supplied invariably by the house band who would have
to learn the latest hits and other tunes that took their fancy to
keep the customers satisfied. I seem to remember that they would
alternate with a disco.

It would be at
one of these two venues that I first heard this tune. Mostly,
another Blood, Sweat and Tears track, “Spinning Wheel” would be
played, but every now and then “You’ve Made Me So Very Happy”,
which I much preferred, would be on, I guess for a change. Even now
I still enjoy listening to this track. I am sure that the lyrics
must have resonated at the time and the music has a full, rich
sound.

This was
Blood, Sweat and Tears only hit in the UK, first entering the chart
on 3 May 1969. It achieved a highest position of No 35 in a six
week stay. They had far greater success in America, charting six
times between 1969 and 1971. Amazingly, their three chart hits in
1969 which included this single, all reached No 2.

“You’ve Made
Me So Very Happy” was previously recorded by Brenda Holloway, who,
in 1967, had a No 39 hit with it in America.

Written by
Berry Gordy Junior, Frank Edward Wilson, Brenda and Patrice
Holloway, this track can be found on Blood, Sweat and Tears album
“Greatest Hits”.


No 16

 The Band

The Weight

I can’t
remember where I first heard this, but I do know it made an
immediate impression. The lyrics were so different to anything I
had heard before and the plaintive singing really made it feel from
the heart. I can understand that it probably was not commercial
enough to trouble the Top Ten but to me that is where it deserved
to be.

As well as
recording in their own right, The Band were also known as Bob
Dylan’s backing group. One of the original members of the band,
Robbie Robertson, later had solo album and single success, the
single “Somewhere Down The Crazy River” making the UK Top Twenty in
1988.

“The Weight”
reached No 21 in a nine week stay, entering the chart on 21
September 1968. Their only other UK chart success was “Rag Mama
Rag”, a Top Twenty hit in 1970.

In the USA,
The Band had two Top Forty hits but “The Weight” didn’t trouble the
charts.

Written by
Robbie Robertson this track can be found on The Band’s “Greatest
Hits”.


No 15

 Del Shannon

Two
Silhouettes

I’ve always
had a soft spot for this song. In the early to mid-sixties I was
starting to take an interest in music. We didn’t have much money
and therefore a record player was out of the question, so I either
listened to the radio or would be invited to a neighbour’s house to
hear their latest purchases. In early 1965 an aunt in London passed
away and somehow we acquired her old-fashioned radiogram with a few
records. This Del Shannon record was one of the most modern and
until I could afford to buy my own choice, this became a staple for
me to play frequently. Even allowing for my bias, I still feel that
this single deserved to be ranked alongside his Top Ten hits.
Between 1961 and 1963 Del Shannon had seven Top Ten singles.

This track
peaked at No 23 in an eight week stay after first entering the
chart on 24 August 1963. Surprisingly it didn’t chart in
America.

Written by Del
Shannon, Maron McKenzie, this track can be found on “The Essential
Collection 1961 - 1991”.


No 14

 Keith

98.6

Why this track
never reached higher than No 24 I really don’t know. From the
opening bars this is a commercial, catchy pop single. A bouncy,
positive song with feel-good lyrics, this surely would have been a
Top Ten hit for a popular group or artist. Imagine this performed
by somebody like The Monkees - a sure-fire smash.

Keith, or to
give him his full name, James Barry Keefer, had two hits in
Britain. “98.6” made No 24, entering the chart on 28 January 1967
and enjoying a seven week run. His other hit in 1967, “Tell Me To
My Face” only reached No 50. In America “98.6” was a far bigger
success, reaching No 7 in a nine week stay. “Ain’t Gonna Live” was
a 1966 hit for him and “Tell Me To My Face” also featured in the
1967 American chart.


Written by
George Fischoff, Tony Powers, this track can be found on the album
“Ain’t Gonna Lie”.


No 13

 The
Supremes

Forever Came
Today/Some Things You Never Get Used To

I was torn
between these two tracks as the selection. From their first singles
in 1964 through to 1969 there were only one or two that did not
appeal to me. Funnily enough they were two of The Supremes’ top six
hits: “Baby Love” and “The Happening”. “Forever Came Today” charted
in April 1968 with “Some Things You Never Get Used To” following in
July of the same year. At that time, the girl I was going out with
was a Motown and soul fan and therefore, I was aware of these
releases. Not my preferred kind of music as I was more into Jimi
Hendrix, The Who, Cream etc. However, in the interests of the
relationship I was prepared to compromise. As the years have passed
I have grown increasingly fond of the Motown sound although I can’t
say the same for soul music.

The Supremes
had scored six consecutive Top Twenty hits before the release of
these two records and
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