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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the Faery or Fey people who still live among us.
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FOREWORD

‘A People of the Sea’

There has always been a strange mystique surrounding the Celts, regarding the origins of their race. The ancient Egyptians had referred to them as Kheftiu, ‘a people of the sea’, and they were identified with a confederacy of Cretan mariners-turned-pirates long before ancient Crete’s Minoan Empire was finally destroyed in about 1100 BC. This confederacy, or alliance, included the kinsfolk of the peoples who overran this ancient Bronze Age civilization; among them were the fierce Shardana and Danauna – the reputed ancestors of the Celts. They were later employed as mercenaries in the Pharaoh’s army and had no scruples about fighting their own Aegean kinsmen, who called them the ‘Keltoi’.

This name is believed to be the same title that the Celts used to refer to themselves in order to distinguish one another from the many thousands of displaced peoples seeking new homes in the Aegean, Asia Minor, Phoenicia and Egypt due to the ongoing invasions from Syria. This was a time when a great intermingling of bloodlines and different religious beliefs and cultures took place. Though the Celtic languages belong to a branch of the Indo-European languages, there is a North African origin found in the surviving Celtic languages preserved in their syntax or grammatical arrangement of words. There are four groups of North African languages: Egyptian, Berber, Cushitic and Chadic, with the Celtic syntax being especially related to the Egyptian. While this confirms a cultural link between the ancient Celts and Egyptians there could be another explanation.

According to Robert Graves, a Greek scholar, the Celts’ ancestors were Pelasgian, a pre-Hellenic matriarchal people who occupied mainland Greece and the Aegean isles long before the patriarchal tribes, known as the Achaeans, invaded Greece from the northern region. Pelasgian is a term used by historians when referring to all pre-Hellenic Neolithic people who came originally from Libya by way of Palestine in about 3500 BC. These people were believed to have founded Athens and Delos, and the Crete Minoan Empire, but they adopted the name Danaans after founding Argos in around 1750 BC. A few centuries later the Egyptians referred to them as the Danuana. Both names, meaning ‘the children of Dana or Danu’, came about because they worshipped a great Mother goddess called Dana.

The Greek connection is further amplified in the writings of the sixth-century Greek historian, Hecateus, who was apparently fascinated by the Celts and wrote about them in some detail. He also referred to them as the Keltoi and said they were a people who occupied the lands north of Massilia (southern France) and along the Danube and the furthermost Western Isles across the sea from Gaul beyond the Pillars of Hercules (Straits of Gibraltar). While naming the northern European Celtic tribes such as the Galatians and Helvetii who occupied France and Switzerland, he referred to the Celts who lived in the Western Isles as Hyperboreans, for they occupied a land where the North Wind resided, the name being synonymous.

The land of the Hyperboreans was the reputed birth place of Apollo’s mother, Leda, who became immortalized in Greek myth as ‘The Cygnus’ or the White Swan constellation. More importantly, he mentions that these people had an ancient kinship with the Athenians and Delian (Delos) Greeks. This Greek connection reveals an ancient kinship with the Celts and endorses the astrological link associated with Greek and Celtic archetypal gods, who also represented astronomical principles.

This factor may explain the Celtic alliance with Alexander when he pursued his dreams of conquest into Persia and Egypt. They held his western borders against the Etruscans and Phoenicians who were ancient enemies of the Greeks and Celts.

The migration of the Celts from the ancient world had obviously taken many different routes over a long period of time. The Hallstatt period, which derives its name from a burial site in Austria dated 770 BC, is a geographical checkpoint in the history of Celtic culture. A Celtic warrior was found there, buried in a Chinese silk tunic and adorned with a flower garland. From his remains he was over six feet tall and of strong build; his warrior status was reflected in the rich burial finery, which included a fine iron sword with a gold hilt and superb bronze horse bridle. The decorations, while reminiscent of Mycenaean and Persian art, were early examples of skilled Celtic smiths, whose designs were less formal and epitomized the free spirit of the Celts and their affinity with nature.

Similar burial sites have been found in Denmark, Bohemia and across the Alpine countries to the Balkans. A large number are the graves of Celtic princesses who were buried with the same elaborate care and adorned with exquisite jewellery reflecting their equal status in Celtic society. The Hallstatt period marks the spread of Celtic settlements right across Europe and confirms their emergence as an embryonic nation whilst other races maintained tribal boundaries and alliances within their own countries. These Celts can claim to be the first Europeans. The Assyrians were known to have employed Celtic or Keltoi mercenaries in their armies and this factor may be related to the funerary relics found at Hallstatt. Assyria was an ancient kingdom in north Mesopotamia and had an empire stretching from Egypt to the Persian Gulf, reaching its greatest extent between 721 and 633 BC. While these Celts evolved their culture along the upper reaches of the River Danube, spreading into Europe over land, there were equally ancient Celtic settlements at Massilia, now the port of Marseilles.

A further migration route into Europe is marked by other Celts known as the Milesians who took the coastal route, stopping off in southern France and northern Spain before finally settling in Ireland in about 1000 BC and spreading into the British Isles. The Danaan people, their remote ancestors, had, however, preceded them in reaching the Western Isles between 1450 and 1500 BC, having stopped off in Denmark and founded settlements there. Both can also claim their more ancient title as ‘the people of the sea’.

Celtic place names and artefacts have been found as far away as India, Indo-China and Japan. The link with India and its ancient Vedic religion is particularly significant regarding the Celtic belief in reincarnation or the transference of the soul into another physical body. The Vedic religion was said to have been introduced into India by the Aryans who first settled in the Indus river tributaries of northern India. It is known that the Aryans were tall, fair-skinned blondes and their arrival from the west is dated between 1500 and 1000 BC, which corresponds with the dispersal of the Danaans and other Aegean people during the Syrian invasions. Other sources put it at an earlier date.

The Vedic religion greatly evolved during this period from a belief in nature gods to a belief in different manifestations of the ‘One’ who was finally called Brahman. As a religious belief system known as Brahmanism, its devotees could win a place in paradise by means of moral behaviour and offerings to their three male gods, Vishnu, Shiva and Krishna who each had their own female consort. The search for the highest knowledge was the knowledge of Brahman, which entailed many reincarnations of the soul. It closely resembles the same druidic belief that the soul journeyed through many different lifetimes seeking enlightenment so it could be finally released from its earthbound existence. Though there were cultural differences, the Celtic and the Brahman social structures both operated through a warrior-class aristocracy. There is also an interesting comparative note regarding the migration route of the Celts.

Vedic mystics believed that the Earth itself is surrounded by its own Prana which relates to the magnetic field, but also forms the etheric substance surrounding the Sun which relays it to Earth through rays of light as spiritual teachings. Ether is a hypothetical medium believed to fill all space and support the electromagnetic waves surrounding Earth. The Vedics believed that through this flowing and integrated substance all the planets move around the Sun. These channels of energy were known as ‘Tattvic Tides’ and are attributed to the axial movement of the Earth as it moves around the Sun causing currents to flow from east to west. The druids called them ‘Wouivres’ or invisible wandering dragon energies that flowed through the surface of the Earth and crossed at special places and formed map references for their migrations.

Today they are known as leylines and many books have been written on this subject. The Aboriginal people of Australia still walk their dream paths or ancient song-lines to honour the spirit of the land, a ritual originated by their nomad ancestors who trekked across vast deserts without the aid of a compass.

When the Celts migrated to Europe, they may have been following a similar map reference because they maintained a steady north-westerly direction towards the Western Isles which they believed was the home of their gods. They also retained this eastern philosophy and religion and it remained uniquely Celtic because it was never adopted by other early Europeans, including the Greeks and Romans.

The Vedic poems of Rama were collected by Valmiki, a figure almost as shadowy as Homer. One of the epic poems relating to the Goddess Sita during her years of lonely exile is not unlike Homer’s epic Iliad. Sita also resembles the Egyptian Isis and Vedic mythology has parallel versions in Egyptian, Greek and Mesopotamian myths – as well as Celtic.

The following introductory chapter reveals how the Celtic priests or druids absorbed a great deal of astronomical knowledge and religious belief during their many travels around the ancient world, upon which they founded their lunar zodiac and its eightfold calendar year.


INTRODUCTION

Two Schools of Astronomy

EGYPTIAN AND MESOPOTAMIAN GODS

There were two schools of astronomy operating and evolving in ancient Egypt, which was really a battle for supremacy between a solar or lunar year calendar that synchronized with a star map or zodiac. This division of thought was basically an attempt at solving the mystery of whether life and natural phenomena had a male or female origin. It was also a fundamental issue regarding an accurate seasonal reference for agricultural purposes. Their astronomical observations later formed the basis of druidic starlore and its associated religious beliefs that centred upon the eight-fold druidic year and a thirteen-lunar-sign zodiac.

The early Egyptian astronomer priests had been integrating their astronomy and religious beliefs with a Mesopotamian source since around 5400 BC. Mesopotamia was a neighbouring region of south-west Asia centred on the middle reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and reckoned by archaeologists to be the site of several of the most ancient civilizations – the Sumerians, Babylonians, Chaldeans and Assyrians. Prior to this date, around 6400 BC, Egypt was invaded by a race of people coming from the south who were Moon and tree worshippers of Osiris, Thoth and Knonsu, with the exception of a Sun god called Chnemu. They found a population worshipping Ra and Atmu, who were Sun gods identified with the rising and setting Sun.

The southern invaders brought with them a lunar year of 360 days and, though Osiris remains a Moon god, the axis of their temples determined the Sun’s place at the Autumnal Equinox and the start of their New Year. This factor suggests the invading people from the south came from a country below the equator where the seasons are reversed – central or southern Africa. The Mesopotamian people who invaded Egypt in around 5400 BC came from the north-east, Red Sea area and founded temples at Redisieh and Denderah. Others appeared to have come over the land isthmus and founded temples at Annu and introduced the worship of Anu and the divine dynasty of Set.

Their temples were aligned with Draco, the Dragon constellation, and their religious beliefs were also associated with Ursa Major (the Great Bear) and the northern star Capella – all circumpolar stars. The Egyptians at that time believed that circumpolar stars represented the powers of darkness associated with the Underworld Kingdom of the Dead, for they were always visible at night and never appeared at sunrise. Astronomically speaking, circumpolar stars never rise and set, but can move around the celestial pole during the precession of the equinoxes, which is basically what the ancient Egyptians were observing at this time.

The evolving Osiris and Set myth corresponds with the displacement of Ursa Major by Draco, which the early Egyptians had always referred to as ‘the Mother of Time’ because it was their earliest observation of a group of stars that appeared to have a fixed position in the sky. Osiris therefore became displaced for a time, having been mythically murdered by Set, but around 5000 BC his son, the hawk-headed god Horus arrived in Egypt from the south to avenge his father. Horus killed Set and the northern people were defeated, but the southern people by then had become Sun worshippers, in that Osiris became both a Sun and Moon god.

The cult of Set was retained, with Anubis (Anu) the son of Osiris in charge of the Underworld Kingdom. Set is known as the dark twin or brother of Osiris, and their wives, Nepthys and Isis, are also twin sisters, representing the dark and light phases of the Moon. Anubis is the son of Osiris and Nepthys, and Horus is the son of Osiris and Isis. This appears to be an incestuous relationship, but as a divine family they each represent various aspects and cycles of the waxing (increasing) and waning (decreasing) light of the Sun and Moon. The Winter Solstice and the northern star Capella came to mark the rebirth of Osiris as a Sun god.

The astronomically based myth of Osiris and Isis is a prime myth which has many parallels around the world. In Celtic myths, the original legend of King Arthur and Guinevere was also based upon the same astronomical principles. Arthur was primarily a Sun king who was identified with Ursa Major, the Great Bear, and the powers of darkness which he battled against were identified with Draco, the Dragon constellation. Capella marks the northern and southern horizons and it held a special place in Egyptian and druidic starlore because it marked the return or rebirth of the Sun at the Winter Solstice and its death or descent at the Summer Solstice.

Egyptian astronomy and its associated religious beliefs continued to evolve and another invasion from Babylon took place in around 3700 BC. The Babylonian priests worshipped a Sun god as well as Anu, and the axis of their temples determined the Sun’s place at the vernal or Spring Equinox, and the start of the New Year. This period coincides with the building of pyramids, which are orientated east to west. Temple building began on a much larger scale as the blending of southern and northern cults was reconciled at Thebes, or modern-day Luxor. Osiris was identified with the Spring Equinox as a Sun god and Isis with the Autumnal Equinox as a Moon goddess. King Arthur and Queen Guinevere were also associated with the same astronomical positions and archetypal gods.

The year 3200 BC marks the rise and worship of Amon-Ra, King of the gods, whose name means ‘The Hidden One’, for he concealed his name and soul. The Celtic god Celi, whose name means ‘concealing’, closely resembles Amon-Ra, who was associated with the golden realm of Amenti, the land of the Dead, which the druids referred to as Annwn. Both of these realms were aligned to the western horizon, the place of the setting Sun. From this time onwards temples built in Egypt were aligned to all four points of the orbital relationship of the Sun with earth; the solstices and the equinoxes.

There were also galleries orientated to both southern and northern constellations as well as adjacent temples to the Moon. The Egyptians retained their lunar calendar of 360 days that was divided into twelve months of thirty days each with five extra days now added for religious festivals and agricultural rites. Their New Year now began at the Summer Solstice, which coincided with the heliacal or rising of the Sun with Sirius (Sothos) and the seasonal rising of the Nile.

This lunar calendar of 365 days, however, did not take into account the extra quarter day, which meant it lost one whole day every four years. Though this defect was eventually corrected over a period of time it did cause havoc regarding their chronological record of the early dynasties. Nevertheless, their lunar calendar was imported into pre-Hellenic Greece and then Rome where it was mathematically adjusted to the exact duration of the solar year and it became a Sun calendar and Sun zodiac, which is still in use today.

Druidic Eight-fold Year and Lunar Zodiac

The people who introduced the Anu priesthood into Egypt are believed to have come either from north Babylon or from the race who invaded this area at the same time. Archaeologists have no explanation regarding the meteoric rise of culture among the indigenous population and it appears that this phenomenon cannot be traced to another civilization at that time. This has led some writers of ancient mysteries to believe the Anu priests were survivors of the lost world of Atlantis, but it remains a fascinating though controversial theory. However, the Sumerian civilization was the first to emerge around 4000 BC and a record of the Anu priesthood, which had found its way to Egypt, is referred to in a much earlier Sumerian creation myth.

This myth was eventually inscribed in cuneiform symbols on clay tablets and dated around 3500 BC. It refers to the arrival of great sages, ‘the Great Sons of Anu’ who had descended from the sky and instructed the Sumerians in all the arts and sciences, in agriculture, medicine and law. Sumerian omen tablets known as the ‘Enuma Anu Enlil’, dated around 1646 BC, refer to this golden age and to the god Anu and the planet Venus. They were preserved in the library of an Assyrian king and are the oldest astrological records known to exist anywhere in the world.
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Druidic Eight-fold Year

The planet Venus was also associated with the Babylonian Love goddess Ishtar who overshadowed all other goddesses in the process of time as did Isis in Egypt. Ishtar was also referred to as Anu, the daughter of the sky and Nannar, the daughter of the Moon. Her eight-pointed star emblem referring to the eight-year cycle of Venus was found carved on an ancient Babylonian boundary stone and, though dated about 1120 BC, it is believed to represent a much earlier period in Babylonian history.

As an astral symbol it represents harmony and balance relating to eight points of the year that correspond to the four seasons, two equinoxes and two solstices, and it is the origin of the eight-fold year of the druids. During the Celts’ many travels around the ancient world it becomes increasingly apparent that they had absorbed a great deal of Egyptian, Mesopotamian and Greek knowledge of astronomy with its associated starlore myths. The Celts had always used a lunar calendar and zodiac similar to the early Egyptian one, but it was based on thirteen lunar months of twenty-eight days with one extra intercalary day known as ‘the Nameless Day’, making 365 days. They also knew about the extra quarter day that meant adding an extra day every four years, which they were able to accurately calculate by using the numerous old stone circles they discovered on arriving in Britain and Ireland.

Druidism, the religion of all Celtic people, began to rapidly evolve in Britain with Stonehenge representing a central crossroads of Sun and Moon worship in the northern hemisphere. Its early structure of about 3200 BC was built around the same time as the new temple buildings at Thebes in Egypt, which represented a blending of their Sun and Moon cults. Stonehenge also evolved as a solar/lunar astronomical temple for both worship and cultural reconciliation. It was known to the druids as ‘Cathoir Ghall’ or ‘Cor-Gawr’, the root word Cor being synonymous with Gorsedd or a throne, and Awr signifying a time-circle or recorder. The first priesthood associated with Stonehenge were worshippers of the ‘Cult of the Dead’, which closely resembles the ancient Egyptian cult of Osiris and Set. When the Celts arrived, while familiar with the ritual lunar year which records the birth and death of Sun kings and gods, they were perhaps somewhat in awe of this ancient priesthood.

In the Celtic myths of Pwyll and King Arawn, the newcomer Pwyll has to undergo the initiation rites of Arawn in order to become the supreme ruler of both kingdoms – the living and the dead, or the upper and lower realms. It is a parallel account of the joining of the upper and lower kingdoms situated north and south of the Nile in Egypt. As Pwyll successfully completes his initiation it would appear to suggest that the druids were accepted into the ancient megalithic priesthood, whose belief in life after death was a more primitive form of reincarnation, which formed the foundation stone in druidic beliefs.

The eight-fold druidic year was based on the two solstices and two equinoxes and the four seasons represented by four fire festivals marking the four quarter days of the Moon. The fire festivals of Brigantia, Beltane, Lammas and Samhain were celebrated on the first day of the months of February, May, August and November. The first three were identified with their triple-aspected great Mother goddess. She was the Bride or Maiden known as Brigantia or Brighid in February marking spring and the Mother Dana or Ceridwen at Beltane marking summer. Lammas or Lughnasa marked autumn, when she entered her Earth realm to be reborn in spring. Samhain marked the period of winter and was identified with Pwyll, God of the Underworld, who would regenerate the Sun god so he could be reborn at the Winter Solstice. Samhain also marked the beginning of the Celtic New Year because the Celts calculated a day from sunset to sunrise, and their New Year accordingly began at the darkest time of the year.

The thirteen lunar months marked the passage of the Sun through the cycles of the Moon, and Celtic Moon signs represent the two dimensions of light and darkness. When comparing the two zodiacs, the disadvantage of the Greek/Roman Sun zodiac is its failure to be a perpetual calendar like the Celtic lunar zodiac, which makes no attempt to relate the equinoxes and solstices to the twelve zodiac constellations. The thirteen-month lunar calendar and zodiac is more ancient than the twelve-month version and is less easy to handle with the equinoxes and solstices falling at irregular intervals. The druids, however, obviously preferred a ritual calendar and zodiac that represented an exact guide to the seasons as well as a guide to the stars and Creation itself.

NOTE

For people living in the southern hemisphere, i.e. Australia, where there is a complete reversal of seasons, the Celtic lunar zodiac as a perpetual calendar is still highly relevant because the changes of light in the sky relating to the Sun and Moon are universal. The observations of the druids, though related to the northern hemisphere, come from an ancient astronomy, which provides universal concepts of the stars for all mankind.

For people living in the northern hemisphere, i.e. America or the rest of Europe, it is a question of differing time zones regarding the exact times and even days relating to the druidic eightfold year; marking the solstices, equinoxes and four fire festivals celebrated on the first days of February, May, August and November. Because Greenwich Mean Time is the official universal time, most people, especially astrologers, will have no problem adjusting these differences if drawing up their own astrological charts.

Comparison of Druidic and Greek/Roman Zodiacs




	DRUIDIC SIGN

	MONTH

	GREEK/ROMAN ZODIAC




	BIRCH, Beth
	24 December–20 January
	CAPRICORN



	ROWAN, Luis
	21 January–17 February
	AQUARIUS



	ASH, Nion
	18 February–17 March
	AQUARIUS/PISCES



	ALDER, Fearn
	18 March–14 April
	PISCES/ARIES



	WILLOW, Saille
	15 April–12 May
	ARIES/TAURUS



	HAWTHORN, Uath
	13 May–9 June
	TAURUS/GEMINI



	OAK, Duir
	10 June–7 July
	GEMINI/CANCER



	HOLLY, Tinne
	8 July–4 August
	CANCER/LEO



	HAZEL, Coll
	5 August–1 September
	LEO/VIRGO



	VINE, Muin
	2 September–29 September
	VIRGO/LIBRA



	IVY, Gort
	30 September–27 October
	LIBRA/SCORPIO



	REED, Ngetal
	28 October–24 November
	SCORPIO/SAGITTARIUS



	ELDER, Ruis
	25 November–23 December
	SAGITTARIUS/CAPRICORN





Tree Names and Symbols

The first sign of the Celtic lunar zodiac begins with the Birch Tree and is associated with the letter Beth in the Celtic tree-alphabet. Beth is also the first of thirteen consonants of the Celtic letters that formed a calendar of seasonal tree-magic. The Celts believed that the spoken word had great power, the pitch or tone being harmonious or hurtful, a poem or a curse. The tree symbols represent the mystical tree spirits or dryads that the druids believed came from the first rays of the Sun that gave life to their sacred trees. They breathed life by changing the Earth’s atmosphere into oxygen so that mankind could be born.

Though people living in Britain and Ireland today cannot consciously remember these symbols, all can be found on the signboards of British pubs and inns. Symbols like the White Swan, White Horse, Black Horse, Green Dragon, the White Stag/Hart and the Unicorn are commonplace and are evidence that these ancient symbols lie deeply buried in our national psyche and in our native folklore. The lunar symbol of the Unicorn for the Holly month corresponds with the Sun symbol of the Lion for the Leo sign and both represent nobility and immortality. Not surprising, therefore, to find both symbols on the British royal family’s coat of arms. A fascinating coincidence perhaps, but it reveals how symbolism can project a powerful statement of status that our ancestors obviously knew about and later acknowledged in heraldry.
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Mythological Star Map
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Birch Tree ~ White Stag

24 December – 20 January
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ZODIAC DEGREES: Capricorn

RULING PLANET: The Sun

ARCHETYPAL GODS: Greek: Apollo; Egyptian: Osiris, Ra; Celtic: Taliesin, Arthur, Lugh

STARS: Vega, Capricorn
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IN CELTIC ASTROLOGY the first sign of the lunar zodiac is the Birch Tree. Its ruler is the Sun because this time marked the return of the Sun gods from the Underworld. It was the time of year when the Sun began its annual ascent in the sky after the Winter Solstice on 22 December. The proud White Stag associated with the Birch Tree sign figured prominently in all Celtic myths and symbolized the seven-month reign of their Sun gods from the Winter Solstice to the Summer Solstice. As a time when the light of the Sun was increasing, and according to the concept of light and darkness, it had profound meaning for the Celts, who divided their year on this basis as the pivotal duality of birth and death.

The following astrological interpretation is based upon the Celtic Moon sign with reference to its corresponding Sun sign. Because the lunar zodiac has thirteen signs it creates an overlapping system of degrees and, though they exist within the same 360 degrees of the Sun zodiac, it forms a shadow zodiac, which provides a unique source of astrological interpretation. It also takes into account the influential polarity signs and the hidden potential associated with the mythical White Stag as observed by the druids.

CHARACTER TRAITS

You are a highly ambitious and self-determined individual who will climb to great heights, overcoming many obstacles in order to reach your goals in life. When you finally succeed it will give you an enormous sense of achievement like the White Stag standing on top of the highest mountain, surveying the world below. You are probably one of the most successful members of your family and this in turn often incurs greater responsibilities financially and emotionally. You are inclined, nevertheless, to accept this as a compensating factor due to the short time you have available to spend with them during your working life.

You always appear to have your sights fixed high above the earthly domain and, according to the druids, this is because you were born at the time of year when the surrounding darkness was only pierced with the pale light of the Sun overhead. Light and darkness are medically known to affect mood swings and how the brain responds. Babies born at this time were said to carry a seed potential that required great effort to nurture and grow and therefore much patience and self-discipline was necessary to achieve growth of any kind. Young druids were associated with this Celtic Moon sign and their training was said to take twenty years of strict disciplines. The druids were very selective in their choice of new recruits, but people born under this sign were regarded as exceptionally worthy.

Birch signs and Capricorns are said to be among the toughest and most resilient people in both zodiacs, but their appearance can be deceptive because of their slight build and non-confrontational behaviour. The Birch Tree best symbolizes these qualities because despite its slender beauty, it is hardier than the sturdy Oak and will thrive in places where the Oak will die. The women are often described as delicate and dainty creatures, but they all have steel corsets. So though they may not stand out in a crowd, if caught up in emergency situations they are the ones who react calmly and often with great bravery, and they are often the unsung heroes or heroines of the day. They all have tremendous inner reserves of strength and they are the long-distance runners in life out on their own and winning through sheer physical and mental stamina.

Birch signs and Capricorns are both regarded as high achievers because of their steadfast dedication and single-mindedness. They can rise from humble beginnings and reach high office, but they can also fall from grace due to scandals or a misuse of power. Others make great statesmen and -women, and the occasional martyr. There is strong attraction to research medicine and becoming a professional charity worker.

Famous people born at this time of year who appear to confirm this analysis are Richard Nixon, Joan of Arc, Albert Schweitzer and Louis Pasteur. Schweitzer won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1952 having devoted most of his life to helping lepers in a remote medical mission in Africa. He virtually took his own light into what has always been regarded as the ‘Dark Continent’.

When it comes to career choices most of you will join a particular profession rather than just finding a job because you are serious contenders in all fields of personal enterprise or public office. The Civil Service may attract you or an administrative post of any kind. You could also excel in the field of science or mathematics. Other famous people born at this time are Isaac Newton and Johan Kepler; two renowned astronomers whose published works transformed science into a new era of enlightenment that founded modern-day astronomy. Newton’s theory of the components of light is perhaps strangely relevant for someone born at the darkness period of the year.

For some of you the need for public recognition could, quite by chance, attract you to a more glamorous career as a film actor. You have an air of mystery about you and your sense of timing and dry humour are both professional and appealing. You also have a depth of character that becomes more attractive with age, which is an unusual star quality, but Birch signs and Capricorns are known to age gracefully and, according to the druids, your hidden light can take a long time to shine. Famous actors who were born at this time are Marlene Dietrich, Cary Grant and Humphrey Bogart. Dietrich became a legend in her own lifetime as a star performer on stage when she was well into her seventies. Cary Grant never appeared to age at all and Bogart’s stature grew with age.

LOVE LIFE

Your social behaviour is inclined to be reserved but not unfriendly, and this is also projected in your personal life. Personal relationships in your mind need time to grow and mature before any commitment is fully given. This can mean that some prospective partners may not stay the course because they feel neglected or put on hold. Many of you will marry or make commitments much later in life than other zodiac signs. Once you do take the plunge it is, in your mind, a lifetime’s commitment, and people born at this time of year are less inclined to divorce, although separations cannot be ruled out.

You share a certain rapport with the two tree signs of the Willow and the Vine, and the two Earth signs Taurus and Virgo. Willow people and Taureans also like careers with a secure income, a stable home life and a reliable partner. You could both be highly suited, but you are also very stubborn people, which could mean long periods of non-communication if you have a serious falling out. Vine and Virgo people have a secret passionate nature, which is discreetly controlled, and you may find them madly attractive and fascinating. They also prefer working to strict routines so, on the surface, it appears you share a great deal in common.

Though these signs rate fairly high, there is a hidden facet of character associated with Birch people that craves affection and excitement. So you may surprise your family and friends by suddenly falling in love with the most unlikely partners. Ash Tree people and Pisceans fit into this category for they have gentle natures and are born romantics, but they can also be astute businessmen and -women. It could be an ideal romance, but your lack of sensitivity on occasions could shatter their dreams and they are inclined to suddenly disappear and find affection elsewhere. Holly people and Cancerians can be equally shrewd and tenacious in business or material interests and, being your polarity signs, opposites are highly attracted to each other. You may also become highly attracted to Reed and Scorpio people or find them too overwhelming altogether and avoid them at all costs. But you will admire their single-mindedness and ambitious strategy and they may become some of your closest friends.

You may be drawn to Rowan Tree people and Aquarians, who usually keep their emotions under control, but they are not as ‘cool’ as they appear – so you could both ‘chill out’ together and have a great time. Hawthorn and Geminian people tend to fascinate everyone, but they also come under the category of the most unlikely partners because they are among the liveliest and most emotionally volatile people in the zodiac. They have a low boredom threshold and you would have to work hard keeping them happy enough to stay around. You will also find Ivy and Libran people great company and they would help you to relax and enjoy every aspect of life and love. As business or personal partners, maybe both, you could become a highly successful duo. No weak links here, providing you don’t mind spending some of your hard earned cash, because they have expensive tastes and don’t like living on budgets.

Oak Tree people and Leos make generous and warm-hearted partners even if they are inclined to be bossy. They are also inclined to be social climbers, which may fit in with your own ambitions. Alder Tree and Aries people always have their own agendas, but they make loyal and amorous partners who will be equally enterprising and hard-working. Elder Tree and Sagittarius people will open your eyes to all the possibilities in life and they will lift your spirits if you are feeling down. But they have a restless spirit and tend to frequently move residences, which may not suit your need for a stable and secure home-base. They could, however, make good friends if you avoid becoming involved in any of their speculative ventures – it could prove financially disastrous.

POLARITY SIGNS

Polarity signs represent another projection of the personality and character that brings greater self-awareness and personal growth. Opposites are highly attractive to one another, because a relationship can reciprocally increase personal strengths and cancel out any weaknesses. Basically, it acts like a mutual support system, but there is a higher level of human and universal chemistry associated with polarities that has always been used in ancient magical rituals for reconciling opposite forces or elements. The ancient Greek symbol of the mercurial caduceus – two snakes entwined around a wand – represents two opposing forces now in harmony and balance, and is associated with the Geminian sign of the Twins – a fundamental duality found in every aspect of life that needs to be reunited in order to form the sacred ‘One’ or whole, which means being healthy and complete.

Your Celtic Moon sign polarity is the Holly, symbolized by the fabulous Unicorn and ruled by the planet Earth. The astronomical position of Earth is always directly opposite the Sun and, in the Celtic lunar zodiac, this highly significant polarity has been restored. Sun and Earth gods have always been associated with fertility and, according to the druids, the rebirth of their Sun gods was a time of celebration because the changing light in the sky now meant new growth and life. Your ruling planet under their system was the Sun, having escaped the hand of Saturn, the ‘Keeper of Time’. This is a very different concept to that of the Greeks or Romans who believed that Saturn, ruler of Capricorn, controlled and limited personal potential.

In Celtic astrology the polarity signs of the White Stag and the Unicorn both represent a beautiful soul that lights the way for others to follow. In this ancient tradition you are said to be a spiritually enlightened individual who can win hearts and minds and lead a very fulfilling life. So where do your true ambitions lie? Are you a proud White Stag who follows a different path to that of the Capricorn Goat who climbs rocky mountains, only to find a place of solitude? If your Celtic polarity signs are well integrated it can become an inspiration that will enable you to use and develop all your personal potential. Sun signs alone only show one side of the coin and, as a Sun Capricorn, you will appreciate this as your sign is often dubbed ‘the gloom and doom merchant’ in Sun sign astrology. The observation of light and darkness by the druids provides a more balanced and integrated approach that reveals the ‘missing parts’ that shape your whole psyche.

The druids also believed that people born around the time of the solstices had inherited a pole position in life that still needs to be maintained because it symbolizes stability in the universe as well as human morality. So when you reach out to your polarity sign, you are discovering a part of your nature that must be more fully developed and expressed. Holly signs can also learn from you as it should be a two-way process of mutual benefit and you will find that they will cross your path at frequent intervals in your life. They may be family members, and here you are both learning some of the hardest lessons in this life because the Celts believed in reincarnation. In other words, if you do not sort out these disagreements, you will have to begin again in another lifetime.

SUMMARY

During the first lunar month of the year the Celts used Birch rods for the beating of the bounds, which formed two important rituals in re-establishing tribal boundaries and the order of the seasons. Birch signs and Capricorns are said to have some deeply rooted habits, but they also have many enterprising qualities that provide enough flexibility to achieve their objectives in life. So, though you are inclined to hold on to traditional values, this should be seen as a great strength because it is a stabilizing energy that forms a sound basis for self-growth. While you may appear to be a rather inhibitive character you are actually learning a great deal about life and your personal potential, albeit in your own time.

Though you may inherit the heavy burdens of family obligations, if seen in a different light, it shows an inbuilt respect for your ancestors and the older generation. Their accumulated knowledge and wisdom may therefore become a valued source of your own personal integrity.

Archetypal Gods

Archetypal gods are said to represent ideal human characteristics, but they can also reveal vices or flaws in our character. As a psychological profile, however, they can provide a great insight into our basic natures and behavioural patterns. Archetypal gods primarily represent a record of human fears, frustrations, loves, strengths and weaknesses over thousands of years since human history began. They were the hierarchy of chief gods who were said to give life and structure to our very existence and for the rest of humanity.

SUN GODS

Greek

Apollo was a Greek Sun god whose original name was Helios, meaning ‘the Sun’ and he was worshipped as the radiant personification of light. His other names were Phoebus, Cynthius and Pytheus, and he was the son of Zeus and Leto. He was also the god of music, poetry and medicine. He was usually shown dressed in a pure white tunic with golden embroidery, and playing the Greek lyre. Though regarded as a very benevolent god, like all Greek gods, he had his down side. He could become very jealous and did not hesitate in killing his first love, Coronis, with an arrow through the heart because he thought she had been unfaithful. The moral of this story is that love can turn to hate through jealousy, but an arrow through the heart could rebound.

Egyptian

The Egyptian obelisk known as ‘Cleopatra’s Needle’ is located on the Thames Embankment in London. It was originally erected at Heliopolis in Egypt as a natural habitat for one of the spirits of their Sun gods. Heliopolis was built many centuries before Cleopatra’s reign and her connection with it is uncertain, but Heliopolis was known as ‘the city of the Sun’ and called ‘On’ in the Bible. Moses was educated there and it was the Oxford of Egypt where distinguished scholars attended from all over the ancient world. One of their earliest Sun gods was Ra, but Moon worship preceded Sun worship in ancient Egypt, and Osiris was originally a Moon and corn god who evolved into their
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