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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking or on the hunt for the most delicious kimchi I can find. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I truly hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have—I'll always take the time to personally respond (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)

Email list Sign-up here.
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​About the Author: Jennifer Booker Smith
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I have a Master of Education degree in TESOL and have spent fifteen years teaching students of all ages in Korea, from two-year-old preschoolers to businessmen. I've even been a teacher trainer at a university of education. However, my greatest loves are the middle primary grades—I left a fairly cushy teacher trainer position to return to the elementary classroom. In that age group, I've taught all ability levels from false beginner to near-native returnees.

During my time in the classroom, I've created countless board and card games and other resources. In this book, you'll find some of the activities which I have used successfully (I’ve tried plenty which weren’t successful!) in a variety of settings; these are the ones I’ve used again and again because they actually work.

When I'm not teaching, like Jackie, you can often find me hiking. I’ve recently taken up running, and will soon be running my second half marathon. While teaching takes up more “free” time than non-teachers realize, it’s important to recharge the batteries. Being outside is my favorite way to do just that.

You can get in touch with me by emailing jenniferteacher@gmail.com. I'd love to hear from you and help you with your classes in any way that I can.
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​Why Use Warm-Ups?
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Warm-ups are short activities used at the beginning of class. Many feel that they are a waste of time but they are definitely not! Many of your students will not have spoken English or given  the language a single thought since you last saw them. By beginning your lesson with a warm-up activity, you are easing them back into using English and orienting them to be more focused on the lesson ahead.

With just a bit of planning, your warm-up can review a previous lesson or recycle older material to refresh your students’ memories. You can also preview a new topic and begin class with a clearer idea of their familiarity with the material. Based on their performance with the warm-up, you can mentally adjust your lesson, if necessary, rather than change track once you have gotten started.

In this way, warm-ups aren’t just good for your students, they are good for you as an informal assessment tool. How well have they retained that lesson you are reviewing? Are there any apparent gaps in their understanding? Does that student who received 100% on last week’s quiz seem to have forgotten everything? Tests only tell part of the story, so take advantage of informal assessment opportunities whenever possible.
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​Warm-Ups for All Levels
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​Make a Sentence
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Skill: Writing

Age: All

Materials Required: None, or worksheet/white board/PowerPoint

To practice current or review vocabulary, have students make 1-5 sentences. 

No materials version: Have students use their books and choose a given number of words to make sentences.

White board/PowerPoint version: Give students a list of words to use all or some of.

Worksheet/PowerPoint version: Fill-in-the-blank or multiple choice.

Procedure: 

Begin with a brief oral review of the vocabulary words you want them to work with, eliciting from the students what the words mean.

No prep version: Have students take out their books and notebooks and tell them a number of sentences to make using those words. For example, “Turn to page 53, and choose three vocabulary words. In your notebook, write a new sentence using each word.”

White board/PowerPoint version: Either give students a word list to choose from, or for lower level classes, several sentences with a word bank. Have the class write the complete sentences in their notebooks.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​One Question Review
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Skills: Speaking/writing

Age: All

Materials Required: None, optional: White board

Ask one question about the previous lesson to spark students’ recall. This is very useful for gauging students’ recall and understanding, particularly when continuing with a unit. For a very quick warm-up, choose a volunteer to answer the question and check several other students for comprehension of the answer. Otherwise, have students write a brief answer of 1-3 sentences. These are a good quick informal assessment or could be used as a pop quiz.

Procedure: 

	Begin by eliciting from students what they remember from the previous class.

	Once they have given a few answers, ask them one question. This could either direct them to some aspect of the lesson which they have not mentioned (for example, the main idea of a story) or it could dig a little deeper, more like a follow up question.

	Have students write their answer in 1-3 sentences in their notebook. 


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Question of the Day 
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Skills: Speaking/writing

Age: All

Materials Required: None

Ask a question to spark a short student discussion. Current events, new movies, etc. are good topics to get kids speaking in English for a few minutes at the beginning of class. If there is a new blockbuster out, that will be of interest to most students. The ones who have seen it can briefly summarize and answer the other students’ questions about it.

Procedure:

	Begin class by asking students how they have been and if anything interesting has been happening lately.

	Use one of the students’ answers as a segue to a current events question, such as, “You saw _____ last weekend? Who else saw that? What happened?” Just pick a movie, sporting event, or other topic that the majority of students are likely to have seen or at least know.
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​Picture Prompt
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Skills: Speaking/listening

Age: All

Materials: Picture/PowerPoint image

Show students an image and have them generate questions or speculate about the picture. For lower level students, this can be purely descriptive: 

Q: What do you see?

A: I see a house, a car, and some people.

Q: What color is the car?

A: It is blue.

For high beginner/low intermediate students, have an image which can generate questions such as:


−  What is happening in this picture?

−  How does that person feel?

−  Why do you think so?


For more advanced students, have an unusual image. Encourage them to create a narrative to explain the story. This activity can also be done as a Quick Write.

Teaching Tips:

You can find collections of unusual images online which are perfect for advanced students to create their narratives. If you want to use this as a writing activity with beginner or low intermediate students, give them a worksheet of questions to answer.

Procedure:

	In advance, prepare an image, either PowerPoint or a picture large enough for the class to easily see.

	Divide students into pairs or small groups.

	Depending on the level of the students:



−  Elicit descriptive sentences about the image. Encourage them to make their own questions to ask a partner.

−  Have them discuss what they think is happening in the picture, how the person/ people feel and why they think so, etc.

−  Have them create a narrative about the image.
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​Word of the Day 
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Skills: Writing

Age: All 

Materials Required: White board/PowerPoint

I have frequently been required to either give my students a word, quote, or idiom of the day, outside of our usual text, but usually related to the text or a monthly theme. You can easily start a Word of the Day activity for your students, by giving them a single word each day from their text (but not a vocabulary word), current events, or have a theme for each month.

Write the word on the white board or PowerPoint along with the definition, part of speech, and several example sentences. Have students copy all of this in their notebook in a section for their Words of the Day. You can use the word as an exit ticket, have a weekly quiz, or add one or two words to each regular vocabulary quiz.

Variation (more advanced): Idiom of the Day where you give students an idiom with a definition and a picture (if possible). Have them make 1-3 sentences using it correctly.

Procedure: 

	In advance, prepare a collection of words from your students’ textbook, but not part of the vocabulary list.

	Begin each day (or one day per week) with one new word. Introduce the word, just as you would their regular vocabulary: present the word, the definition, part of speech, and several example sentences.

	Have students copy the sentences in the notebooks and add their own sentence.

	Add all or some Words of the Day to your regular vocabulary quizzes.
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