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Way before the Casey Anthony trial that captivated the nation at the end of the 2000s, there was a very famous case that strikes an incredible resemblance. The trial of Alice Crimmins was the main talk in the 1960s as it divided the country into two opposing sides. While the Casey Anthony trial was very straightforward because of the numerous evidence that pointed in the direction of her guilt, Alice Crimmins’s case lacked the physical proof that could link the woman directly to the murders of her own kids. 

Regardless of this, the prosecution put her on trial, and they won. It was a different time when women and mothers were supposed to behave in an acceptable way. Alice didn’t fit the norm, and she quickly rose up as the number one suspect even though it was unclear if she had any involvement in the deaths of her two kids. She was judged by everyone because of her lifestyle and the fact that she had an estranged husband. But was Alice Crimmins really guilty of the crimes? Or was the investigation sidetracked by the prejudice? 

Early life

Alice Crimmins was born on March 9th, 1939 in The Bronx, New York City. Her parents were Catholic and very religious. They raised their daughter to follow the same principles. It was common for Catholics to marry really young and Alice was no different. It was normal at that time, and almost all of Alice’s friends found husbands as soon as they finished high school. Alice married Edmund Crimmins when she was only eighteen years old. Edmund and Alice were very much in love, and everyone around them thought that they would stay together forever. After all, they knew each other for their entire lives and were high school sweethearts. Eddie worked as an airplane mechanic and was capable of taking care of his growing family. 

The newlyweds moved into a gorgeous redbrick apartment building in one of the safest parts of the Queens named Regal Gardens. They were quite happy and ready to start a family. One year into their marriage, the couple’s first child Edmund Junior was born. Soon after, they got a girl and named her Alice Marie, but everyone called her Missy. As the time went on, Edmund Sr. started drinking more, and he kept working long night shifts which kept him away from his family. His physical appearance changed and he gained a couple of pounds. The man Alice fell in love with was gone. He was not interested in his wife anymore, and Alice felt like Edmund didn’t love her anymore. Alice was still very young, and she took a really good care of herself. She would turn heads wherever she appeared, and it was clear that she enjoyed the attention she received. 

Edmund kept pressing Alice to have another baby, but she firmly said no. They argued when Edmund found birth control pills in her purse, saying that it was wrong of her to use them. Since it was the 1960s and women were becoming more and more independent, Alice decided to look for a job herself. She worked as a secretary for years, but the job wasn’t well paid. The family needed more income, and she was not a person who would sit around and wait for her husband’s paycheck. Alice decided to become a waitress in one bar located on Long Island. It was quite difficult since she had two small children back home and leaving them alone was tough. Edmund was constantly working so he couldn’t take care of them while Alice worked. Therefore, Alice found a babysitter who would look after Edmund Jr. and Missy while she was out. Finding a place of employment opened Alice’s eyes. The men who frequented the bar she worked at adored her and they flirted with her regularly. 

Her marriage to Edmund was falling apart and there was nothing holding her back anymore. It was clear that she didn’t love her husband anymore, so she started having affairs. This fueled Edmund Sr.’s jealousy, and he started spying on his wife. He was aware that she had many suitors, but he couldn’t prove that she actually had a lover. Alice figured out that she deserved better. Edmund Sr. realized what was happening, so he went to Family Court in June of 1965 to seek custody of their two children. He was devastated, but he agreed to move out from their apartment a couple of weeks prior to this. He didn’t go too far and found a room in the same street just to make sure that he was close to his estranged wife and the kids. He was also hoping that he could somehow win Alice back. The divorce itself was a very controversial topic in their Catholic families, and not everyone supported it. Alice was seen as a loose woman, and the neighbors were talking about her late night visitors. 

The petition which was filed by Edmund Sr. clearly stated that Alice cheated on him prior to their separation and that he needed to get their children away from the mother. He wrote the following description and presented it to the court: “Alice began to indulge herself openly and brazenly in sex as she had done furtively before the separation. She entertains, one at a time, a stream of men sharing herself and her bedroom until she and her paramour of the evening are completely spent. The following morning, the children awake to see a strange man in the house.” However, Alice was not concerned about it, and she continued to work at a bar, often staying for an entire night, dancing and having fun. She was still a loving mom to her children and was reluctant to give the whole custody to her ex-husband. Since the age difference between Edmund Jr. and Missy was so insignificant, the two had a special bond between them, and rarely left each other’s side. 

Edmund Sr. was always around, and his jealousy was reaching a boiling point. He would enter their former apartment regularly without being invited. Edmund Sr. was very interested in technology and he used this hobby in order to spy on his estranged wife. He placed a bug in her telephone in order to monitor her calls and learn her schedule. There was also a microphone in Alice’s bedroom, and Edmund Sr. would often sneak into the basement of the apartment building in order to listen in on everything that was happening in the apartment above. 

Edmund Sr.’s closest friends knew what he was doing, and they were concerned about him. He would claim that he was gathering the needed evidence for the custody case he was determined to win. But it was clear that he was obsessed with Alice and still jealous of her new life. He openly said that he needed Alice to come back to him, and tried everything to make her love him again. Edmund Sr. claimed that he was in a mental distress and that he was losing his mind, but Alice was determined to stay away from him. She was involved with Tony Grace who was a successful businessman from New York City. Grace was on good terms with numerous wealthy Democratic party members, and he invited Alice to parties and gatherings. Alice enjoyed the affection she got from Tony and wanted to be in a relationship with him, not with her ex-husband. 

The day of the disappearance

On the morning of July 14th, 1965 Alice unlocked her kids’ bedroom door to find their beds completely empty. There was no sign of either of them, and their beds were unmade. Knowing that she put them both to sleep the previous night, Alice was in a state of panic. It was increased by the fact that the window was wide open and the screen was gone. Alice was sure that she closed the window before Missy and Eddie went to bed because there was a hole in the screen and she didn’t want any bugs to get in. The window was the only way the kids could get out because the door had a hook and latch lock on the front side. It was put there after Alice discovered that Eddie was getting up in the middle of the night to get some snacks from the fridge. 

The kids did climb out of the window on a couple of occasions, but they would stay in the garden which was next to their building. However, Alice couldn’t see them in the yard now. She contacted her husband Edmund Sr. to ask him if he had anything to do with this. After all, he was trying to get the custody of the children and would spy on them. She believed that he was behind the disappearance of Missy and Eddie. But Edmund Sr. denied he had the kids with him and started accusing Alice of being a bad mother via telephone. Once he settled down, he told her that he is on his way. It took Edmund Sr. just a couple of minutes to arrive at Regal Gardens. After going through the kids’ room, he grabbed the phone and called the authorities because it was clear that the kids were missing. 

Gerard Piering was the detective who arrived at Regal Gardens after the patrol cars. He was accompanied by his younger partner George Martin. They entered the apartment and listened to everything Alice had to say. Piering would later recall that the first thing he observed while speaking to the woman was the way she talked. It appeared to Piering that she was not scared or worried for her children. Also, he noted that Alice was fully dressed with complete make-up on her face which he found very unusual. Piering worked a couple of similar cases before, and the mothers were usually hysterical and crying. Alice was the complete opposite because she was composed and calm. They talked to the separated couple and were informed that they were currently in a custody battle. 

Piering proceeded to analyze the whole apartment. The first thing he saw were the empty bottles in the trash can. He asked Alice about them, but she told the detective that she used alcohol to clean the house. She spoke to Piering about the custody battle. The court was processing the case, and they told Alice that an inspection would arrive at her apartment to assess the hygiene and see if the kids are taken care of. The detective continued his examination and he noted a couple of interesting details that would be later used to paint a bad picture of Alice. For instance, he noticed her address book and saw that it contained mostly male names. Not to forget that she had an overnight bag stashed underneath her bed. He was already making assumptions about her, and they would probably hurt the case. Since Edmund Sr. wasn’t living at the apartment, his things were nowhere to be seen. 

When Piering entered the kids’ room, he noticed a layer of dust on the drawer underneath the window. If Alice’s claims were true, the kids should have climbed on top of it in order to get out. Therefore, the dust shouldn’t be there. These observations were later challenged by many because Piering didn’t consider the crime scene technicians who were in the room before him. They dusted the drawer to find the fingerprints. Also, Alice was probably leaning over the drawer the previous night when she closed the window so she would have disturbed the layer of dust.

The initial interviews

Knowing that they had to cover as much information as possible in the shortest amount of time because this was a probable kidnapping, detectives Piering and Martin sat down with Alice to interview her for the first time. They needed to have a timeline of the events from the previous day. They were sure that they could find some sort of a lead with the information provided by the mother. Plus, Alice was the last person who saw the kids. She agreed, and the three of them went into the living room. Detective Piering asked her to tell her everything that happened on July 13th, 1965. 

Alice recalled that she and the kids went to a nearby park to have a picnic. She had a day off and wanted to spend it with Missy and Eddie. After eating their sandwiches, all three of them went home by foot, stopping at a local shop to buy some food. Alice recalled that the kids asked for veal, beans, and a can of soda. Once they arrived back at the apartment, she prepared the meal for them and contacted her lawyer to talk about the upcoming hearing at the courthouse. Alice was worried that her former maid would help Edmund Sr. get the custody with her testimony. Apparently, Alice went on a boat trip with Tony Grace one weekend and left the kids unsupervised. The maid wanted to tell this story in front of a judge and Alice couldn’t do anything to stop her. 

Alice then placed the kids in her car and went for a late night ride because she wanted to find Edmund Sr.’s place of residence. Knowing that he was spying on her, Alice thought that she could return the favor by catching him with another woman. They drove for an hour but couldn’t find either Edmund Sr. or his studio apartment. The kids were getting tired, so Alice drove straight to Regal Gardens. She prepared them for bed, and they were tucked in at 09:00 PM. Alice then called Tony and had a minor fight with him because they were not seeing each other as often as they used to. She then received a call from Joe Rorech whom she was also seeing at the time. Rorech invited her to come out, but Alice turned him down. She then heard Eddie knocking from the other side of the bedroom door, calling her because he needed to use the bathroom. Alice recalled that this happened at midnight. That was the last time she saw her kids. She then got a call from Edmund Sr. who talked to her about the maid’s testimony. She was at the end of her nerves because Edmund Sr. argued with her once again. Alice went to bed sometime around 03:00 PM after she took the family dog for a walk. She was unsure if she locked the front door or not. 

Detectives Piering and Martin then talked to Edmund Sr. to find out what he was doing the previous day. He didn’t hide the fact that he was following his wife. Edmund Sr. watched a baseball game in the morning and then drove to Joe Rorech’s house to see if Alice was there. He went to a bar and drank until early morning hours, stopping by Alice’s apartment complex for a couple of minutes without going in. He then called her after midnight to talk about the maid’s testimony. Edmund Sr. fell asleep in front of television around 04:00 AM. With this, detectives Piering and Martin concluded the first set of interviews. They had the photographs of the Crimmins’ residence, as well as some details about the relationship between Alice and Edmund Sr. The patrol cars were searching the usually safe neighborhood in hopes of spotting the missing kids somewhere. 

The discovery of the bodies

The news traveled fast through New York City, and a large number of people knew that a couple of kids have gone missing. The police patrols were everywhere, and they were canvasing Queens. However, the missing person case would take a more sinister turn on the afternoon of July 14th, 1965 when a boy discovered Missy’s body only eight blocks from her home. Missy was laying in an empty lot with her shirt tied around her neck. The entire crime scene was quickly locked down, and detective Piering informed Alice that a girl’s body was found. 

However, he needed her to identify it. Alice went down to the lot and almost fell down to the ground when she saw her daughter. The detective noticed that she didn’t cry. As soon as Alice arrived at her home and was surrounded by cameras, the tears were running down her face. Missy’s body was taken for an examination. The coroner concluded that the little girl was indeed strangled, probably with the shirt that was still around her neck. She had some minor bruises on her body, but there was no sign of sexual assault. It was unclear if she was murdered on an empty lot or was her body placed there afterward. 

Knowing that Eddie’s life might be in danger, police did everything to find the boy alive. But five days later, on the morning of July 19th, 1965 Eddie’s body was discovered near the Van Wyck Expressway. A couple of hikers who were passing by saw the boy and alerted the police. The authorities rushed there and were shocked to see a decomposing body of a small boy. The scene itself was quite gruesome because the corpse was eaten by rats and other pests. This made the coroner's examination a lot harder, and they were unable to determine the cause of death. But it was obvious that Eddie was left there at least a couple of days prior to being found. 

The murder investigation

The police knew that they had a difficult investigation in front of them. They talked to the neighbors, trying to find out if they saw any strange men near Regal Gardens at the time of the disappearance, but the only lead they got was an intruder who broke into the apartments to steal clothes. This led them nowhere, so they turned their interest to the parents. Edmund Sr. was very cooperative and provided the investigators with plenty of information. Alice was not so talkative, so she soon became the only suspect. This was confirmed by the polygraph test they both took at the station. Edmund Sr. agreed to the polygraph right away, and he passed every single question. On the other hand, Alice was reluctant, and she jumped off the chair in the middle of the examination, claiming that she could hear the detectives laughing in the adjacent room.

The investigators, and especially detective Piering were sure that she had something to do with the murders. She didn’t behave like a grieving mother and continued to go out every night even though her children were dead. Alice would frequent her favorite bars, drinking, and dancing. Detective Piering decided to dig through her address book, talking to her contacts in hopes of finding out more. He thought that one of her boyfriends helped her out, so the police brought Joe Rorech and Tony Grace to the station to be interviewed. Both of them had a solid alibi for the night. Tony Grace was with a group of female friends which he failed to mention to Alice, while Joe Rorech was in the bar. The police knew that they had to drop the case because they had no leads. 

But this didn’t mean they were giving up. Sure that Alice would slip up at some point, they bugged her new apartment expecting to get a confession from her. Alice Crimmins moved out of her old neighborhood in order to get away from all of the attention, but the investigators were one step ahead of her. They listened in on her for more than one year, but Alice was aware of this. She would often start her phone conversations by saying: “Hi, boys, drop dead!” The police also tried to ruin her relationships by putting her estranged husband in the middle, hoping it would stir up the situation and that Alice would break down. Alice worked numerous jobs during this time period and would eventually lose every single one of them. She was very unhappy and started to self-medicate with alcohol. 

The break in the case

More than one year after the murder, the police uncovered a letter that was sent in the autumn of 1965. An anonymous witness who lived down the street from Alice Crimmins saw a man and a woman carrying a bundle in the middle of the night when the murders happened. The investigators determined that the anonymous letter was sent by Sophie Earomirski. They interviewed the woman who confirmed her story, but she couldn’t say with certainty it was Alice she saw from her window. 

The detectives were ecstatic that something was happening and that the murder case started developing. They were sure that Sophie Earomirski will be a great witness on the stand, but they needed to come up with the explanation. The investigators suspected that Missy saw her mother with one of her boyfriends and Alice strangled the little girl. Since the phone call was made to her boyfriend Tony sometime before midnight, they included him in the narrative as well because he probably sent someone to help Alice dispose of the girl’s body as well as murder Eddie because he was a witness. 

The trial

Alice Crimmins was arrested on September 11th, 1967 for the murder of her daughter Missy. The media quickly caught up with the story, enjoying the sensationalistic aspect of it. After all, Alice was young, beautiful, and had several boyfriends. The prosecution had prepared their case, with two reliable witnesses. The first was Sophie Earomirski while the second one was no other than Alice’s boyfriend Joe Rorech. The police had plenty of dirt on him because he was bisexual and wanted to keep it a secret. The trial began in May of 1968, and it was officiated by Judge Peter Farrell.

The first witness was the medical examiner who did the autopsy on Missy Crimmins. He provided the courtroom with the details of her death, as well as the injuries he observed on the little girl’s body. Alice was in a clear emotional distress which was further intensified when she saw Joe Rorech take the stand. While he didn’t have any direct evidence against Alice, he told the judge how Alice once mentioned that she would rather see her kids dead than with their father. Having in mind that she would very likely lose the custody battle, it was possible that she murdered Missy and Eddie in order to keep them away from Edmund Sr. 

Sophie Earomirski was the final witness for the prosecution, and her testimony in front of the judge was more confident than the interview she gave to the police. She mentioned a lot of details, including the unknown man leading a small boy while carrying a bundle to a car. She even remembered that the woman and the man quarreled for a minute or two. When the judge asked if she could identify the woman, she pointed her finger straight at Alice. Shocked by this accusation, Alice started screaming: “You liar!” Alice’s attorney tried to poke holes in Earomirski’s testimony by saying that there were many inconsistencies when compared to her previous statements but the judge let it slide. 

Alice then took the stand and she was questioned by prosecutor Tony Lombardino. Alice confirmed her initial story of the events that happened on the night and morning of the disappearance, but Lombardino was more interested in Alice’s sex life. He presented her as a horrible mother who was capable of leaving her children to run around with lovers and boyfriends. The prosecution told the jury that Alice had a fit of rage and killed her own daughter. They clearly believed in that version of the story because she was found guilty of the first-degree murder. 

The second trial and the release

Her lawyers filed a petition for a new trial, claiming that three jurors actually saw the crime scenes. Alice was granted a new trial, but she was still in jail. The second trial began in March of 1971 and there were a couple of changes. Now she was accused of both Eddie’s and Missy’s murders. Her defense was led by Herbert Lyon, a well-respected lawyer from New York City. He prepared the case brilliantly and agreed to defend Alice for free. However, the second trial didn’t go so well either. The jury found her guilty once again for both murders. The entire courtroom was in a state of disbelief, including Alice’s family as well as her ex-husband who was convinced that Alice had nothing to do with the murders of their kids. 

Herbert Lyon continued to fight for Alice and he managed to get the conviction overturned in 1973. However, Alice remained behind the bars up until 1977 when she was paroled. While she was in prison, Alice continued her relationship with Tony Grace. The two of them got married after her release and moved far away from New York. They settled down in Boca Raton, Florida determined to leave the past behind. Tony Grace died of age, and Alice is now often seen in both New York and Boca Raton. The murders of Missy and Eddie were never solved, and they are one of the biggest mysteries of the 1960s.
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“She's an entrepreneur. A homicidal entrepreneur.” 

Louise Peete was a convicted American murderer famous for becoming the second woman in history to be executed in the State of California. 

She was sentenced to life in prison for the murder of a wealthy mining engineer named Jacob C. Denton in 1920. Nineteen years later, however, she would be released from prison only to kill again. In a bizarre series of crimes, she would kill one of her benefactors, a social worker named Margaret Logan and be executed for committing that murder in April of 1947. 

EARLY YEARS

Peete was born on September 20th, 1880 in Bienville, Louisiana. Her father was a successful newspaper publisher. Peete later revealed that she "came from cultured, educated people. My parents were not delinquents, and did not rear delinquent children." 

Louise attended a private school in New Orleans but was kicked out at the age of fifteen. 

“She was the school slut,” forensic psychologist Harvey Duggan said. “There is no other way to put it. At the age of fifteen she had slept with every body in the school and stole everything that wasn't nailed down, particularly jewelry. Finally, she would be expelled. But with her family's money, she would be able to survive and get numerous second chances at the straight and narrow which she never took. Eventually, I believe her family cut ties with her and that is when all hell broke loose.”

Louise would travel to Boston to study singing with dreams of an operatic career. In 1903, however, she married her first husband in Henry Bosley. 

“Louise was the quintessential Southern Belle, at least on the surface,”  Duggan explained. “She could seduce a man with her looks and charm. You would never, ever guess that she would be capable of the things she did. I would surmise that she had more than just a way with men. She had a way of getting under their skin, getting into their personal psychology and manipulating them into becoming obsessed with her. These men wanted to help her. They wanted to gain her approval. So when they experienced her rejection,  they felt like failures themselves.  So much so that they would take their own lives. She had that kind of power.”

There are various conflicting reports on how the relationship with Bosley ended. There are some reports that he divorced her and there are others where he killed himself after finding Louise in bed with another man, a New Orleans oil magnate. 

After her marriage ended, it appeared that Louise had been cut off from her family and was strapped for cash. She moved to Shreveport, Louisiana, where she worked as an upscale prostitute, servicing wealthy men. She would steal from the men and go through their wife's drawers, pilfering jewelry. 

“She worked as a prostitute to save enough money for her move to Boston,” Duggan said. “It remains unclear to me as to why or how she became estranged from her family. The Preslars (Louise's family
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