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“Mystery lovers will devour this book … for many contemporary readers—particularly Americans—the content and context of Christie’s work is often obscure. Ms. Gingold anticipates virtually any question a Christie reader might have.”

Patricia Rockwell

Publisher, Cozy Cat Press

“These days, I’m the type of pleasure reader who keeps a dictionary close at hand. I love to learn words and phrases. Having paged through Kate Gingold’s new book, I’m certain I missed a great deal of context when a teenage me sat down with “The Murder of Roger Ackroyd” for the first time. I plan to give it another go now that I have this handy guidebook to all things Agatha. I’m sure Poirot will be a lot more relatable to me the second time around.”

Jim Baumann

 				Author, “Grammar Moses”

“Agatha Annotated by Kate Gingold is a wonderful reference for anyone reading Christie. Many terms in her novels are understood in context but not in origin. Gingold has compiled a book of revelation from who was Bulldog Drummond to why and who used French chalk. You will find yourself eagerly scrolling through this well researched glossary to find terms you know and ones that catch you out."


Luisa Buehler

Author, The Grace Marsden Mysteries
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Preface

When caught up in an Agatha Christie story, I used to just skim over words I didn’t know–particularly anything Poirot said in French. Drawing from the context, I got the general meaning and that was good enough for almost four decades. 

But about five years ago, I was re-reading Murder on the Links for the umpteenth time and was distracted by several unfamiliar words and phrases. I still didn’t know any French, but now I wondered what “liquorice pectoral paper” was and who murdered the “brides in the bath” and how could one possibly make a paper knife out of airplane wire. 

I turned back to page one, and with pen and paper at hand, started taking notes. Surprisingly, I wound up with pages of references and words that stumped me. Dictionaries and brief online searches answered some of my questions, but others, like the airplane wire knife, were still baffling. Also, setting down the book to do this research was annoying and time-consuming. If only there were one place where all this information could be readily accessed…

As a huge Christie fan and a history buff who has published several books on local lore, this project excited me, but I was also a little overwhelmed since Christie wrote 66 mystery novels. I decided I would concentrate on those published in the 1920s, re-reading each one carefully and noting words, phrases, and context that might be unfamiliar to today’s readers. After all, those earliest books were written over 100 years ago. 

It was slow going, especially since I have a day job. Then COVID sent everyone home for months. I now had way more free time – and so did everyone else. Most of the facts and definitions I was collecting came from online searches, library books, and scanned documents, but I also occasionally emailed organizations or experts with questions. During the shut-down, they started emailing back. 

Museum curators, club presidents, historians, authors – all sorts of people from all over the world - were piqued by my questions and had the leisure to find answers. These kind and intelligent people provided thoughtful responses and even invited colleagues to the conversation. “Acknowledgements” is defined as “a statement of indebtedness” and I am indeed indebted to every one of them.

Managing all this information became a problem almost at once. Fortunately for me, I am married to a web developer. Don spent considerable effort figuring out the best way to collect my research, cross-reference it between novels, and display the data both as a book and as a website. Talk about indebtedness! This project could not have happened without him. 

The best part about having a website is that I can update it as often as needed. And it will no doubt be needed at some point. I haven’t managed to read every edition of every book, but I know sometimes terms appear in one edition that were edited out in another. Or I may have just missed a word entirely. It’s also possible that I overlooked an information source or drew the wrong conclusions from my research. I apologize now for these shortcomings, and I look forward to collaborating with fellow Agatha Christie fans to update this glossary going forward.   

Now, where is my notebook and pen? These Christie novels from the 1930s aren’t going to read themselves…


Glossary

0-9

.455

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 22: The Countess Radzky's Story, Ch 23: Superintendent Battle in Charge

The number refers to a gun's barrel diameter. A .455 has a barrel diameter of .455 inches.

[image: Webley-Mk-VI]

Image: Webley-Mk-VI (Source)
 The .455 Webley was a standard issue service pistol during WWI.
 Credit: Rama; Usage Rights: CeCILL

1 P-K4, P-K4; 2 Kt-KB3, Kt-QB3; 3 B-Kt5;?

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 11: A Chess Problem

Poirot is reading the descriptive notation of a chess game. P is pawn, K is king, Q is queen and Kt is knight. The numbers refer to squares on the board to show what each player (separated by commas) has done during the move (separated by semicolons) and the dash stands for "to." The description is only one player's point of view. The player who starts is "king" and the opponent is "queen," so "2 Kt-KB3" means "In the second move, the knight moved to space 3 of the starting player's bishop or 'King's Bishop.'" This version of descriptive notation has not been used since the 1980s.

118 Haleham Street, W.C.

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 1: A Fairy in the Flat

Apparently there used to be a Haleham Street in Lancashire during the late 1870s, but there isn't one there now, nor is there one in London, which is where Blunt's Detective Agency is located. The W.C. in the address means the building is in the Western Central London postcode area.

180 Clarges Street

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi

There is no 180 Clarges Street, although the street itself does exist. It was possibly named for Sir Thomas Clarges who was a member of Parliament in the mid-1600s. This neighborhood runs north from Piccadilly.

2ls

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 10: Chimneys

This is the notation for "21 shillings." There were 20 shillings to the pound and 12 pennies to the shilling.


A

À bas the Big Four!

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 16: The Dying Chinaman

Bas translates as "bottom" or "down low" so this French phrase means "Down with the Big Four!"

À la bonne heure

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 12: Poirot Elucidates Certain Points, Poirot Investigates (1924), II: The Tragedy at Marsdon Manor (1923), III: The Adventure of the Cheap Flat (1923)

Literally "a good hour," this French phrase can mean "what perfect timing" or "all in good time."

À la carte menu

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), X: The Adventure of the Italian Nobleman (1923)

This French phrase translates literally as "from the card, food." Ordering this way means that one chooses individual dishes rather than being served a pre-set meal which is known as table d'hôte.

À l'heure même

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 3: We Hear More About Li Chang Yen

French for "at hour the same," meaning "at the same time."

À merveille

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 4: Poirot Investigates

French for "marvelous!"

A.B.C. (shop)

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 17: Annette, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 15: The Sunningdale Mystery, Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi

This large chain of tea rooms became popular in the latter half of the 1800s. It started as a simple bakery, the Aerated Bread Company Ltd. or A.B.C.

[image: Oxford Street]

Image: Oxford Street (Source)
 Policeman directing traffic in front of an A.B.C. tea shop. 
 Credit: Leonard Bentley's photostream; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

A.D.C.s (Commander in Chiefs)

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VIII: The Kidnapped Prime Minister (1923)

An A.D.C. is an aide-de-camp, a high-ranking officer who serves as an assistant to the commander-in-chief.

A.S.E.

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 8: The Adventures of Tommy

The Amalgamated Society of Engineers was founded by William Allan and William Newton in 1851. In 1920, the A.S.E. merged with nine other unions to form the Amalgamated Engineering Union, so by the time "The Secret Adversary" was published, it was known as A.E.U.

ABC and Bradshaw

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 18: The Telegram

In the early days of railroad travel, a multitude of companies were in operation, all with their own schedules. George Bradshaw started publishing travel guide books in 1839 and got the idea to compile all of their timetables into one volume. The competing "ABC Rail Guide" was easier to use because it offered an alphabetized search which Bradshaw's did not.

Abe Ryland, soap king

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest

Abe Ryland is a fictional person, but more than one Colgate heir of the Colgate-Palmolive company was referred to as a "Soap King" in the early 1900s and may have inspired this character.

Ace of Spades

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 7: Finessing the King

There was a well-known roadhouse called the Ace of Spades on the Kingston Bypass that opened in 1927 and advertised that they served food at any time and offered music for dancing until 3 a.m. However, Tuppence refers to it as an "underground den in Chelsea," so the Ace of Spades in this story may be fiction, although possibly influenced by the roadhouse.

Acid drop

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 2: A Pot of Tea, Ch 10: Blindman's Buff

This fruit-flavored hard candy, also known as a boiled sweet, uses citric acid for a sour pucker.

Acute gastritis

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 1: Dr. Sheppard at the Breakfast Table

Gastritis is the inflammation of the stomach lining and is not normally fatal, although it can lead to ulcers or stomach cancer. Acute gastritis means it came on suddenly rather than being a chronic condition.

Adderly Street

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 21

Originally just a path along a canal, Adderley Street became the main thoroughfare of Cape Town. First called Heerengracht for a canal in Amsterdam, it was renamed in 1850 for Charles Bowyer Adderley who dissuaded England from turning Cape Town into a penal colony. In some publications, it's spelled "Adderly," but that's incorrect.

Adelphi villain

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 32

John Scott and his daughter Jane founded the Sans Pareil theatre in 1806. When Jane retired in 1819, it reopened as the Adelphi Theatre, named for the district in London where it is located. The Adelphi was especially known for melodramas featuring suave, elegant scoundrels that became stereotyped as "Adelphi villains."

Adhesive plaster

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 14, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 21: The Red House

"Plaster" is an older term for adhesive tape. Glues made with gelatin from fish bones, applied to silk or other cloths, and used as tape had been common for centuries, with the first patent issued in England in 1750. The 1920s, however, was an era of big improvement in the adhesive tape world with the invention of the Band-Aid in 1921 and masking tape in 1925.

Adlington Hall, Adlington

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 11: The Man in the Mist

There is a centuries-old Adlington Hall in Adlington, Cheshire, which is in the northwest of England, just south of Manchester. Various dwellings have been on the site since before the Norman Conquest, but the current great house consists of a series of structures built and rebuilt since the late 1400s. While the property has been in the Legh family since Tudor times, the house and gardens are available for public viewing.

There is also a town of Adlington north of Manchester which had its own Adlington Hall, originally owned by the Adlington family and then the Clayton family, but in 1921, it was purchased by a corporation. Still, private families continued to live in the house until it was torn down in the 1960s.

Aeroplane

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 15: The Inquest, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi

Aero is French for "air" and planos is Greek for "wandering." While using the same etymological origins, Americans spelled it "airplane."

Aeroplane accidents

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 15: The Terrible Catastrophe

There was a particularly high number of aeroplane accidents in 1927, the year "The Big Four" was published, but obviously they hadn't happened while the manuscript was being written. Otherwise, there was not an unusual number of accidents during any specific time after WWI that might have served as inspiration.

Affairs, Les

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), II: The Tragedy at Marsdon Manor (1923)

French for "the (business) affairs."

Afghan passes

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 16: An Evening at Mah Jong

Throughout much of the 1800s, England and Russia sparred over control of land in Asia, with England particularly concerned that Russia would add India to her domain. One of the many conflicts was the First Anglo-Afghan War that ended in 1842, but the "Great Game," as it was called, didn't really end until the early 1900s. Winters in the Afghan mountains during the Victorian era were no doubt brutal. Presumably, Colonel Carter was in Afghanistan earlier in his career.

Ah, ça par exemple

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 15: The Comte de la Roche

French for "ah, well, that is one example."

Ah, Dieu, mon estomac

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIII: The Lost Mine (1923)

French for "oh, God, my stomach!"

Ah, sacré, mon ami

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)

French for "oh sacred (God), my friend!"

Air Minister

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 11: Dinner with Bill

The Air Ministry was only formed in January of 1918. During the War, a Joint War Air Committee and an Air Board were used to coordinate the Royal Naval Air Service and the Royal Flying Corps. The Air Ministry became part of the Ministry of Defense in 1964.

Airplane-wire paper cutter

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 11: Jack Renauld

Paper cutters, also known as letter openers and paper knives, were basically sharp knives which were kept on one's desk to slit open envelopes as well as magazine and book pages.

The quarto publication format printed eight pages of text on one large sheet of paper and folded it up to make four leaves. All the leaves were then bound together to make a book or magazine for distribution. Some readers took great pleasure in slicing the freshly bound leaves into separate pages. A paper cutter, therefore, would be a useful gift and it was common to bring home war souvenirs.

During World War I, the cables used to brace plane wings were rounded where attached to the plane and flattened elsewhere so there would be less drag. With a little modification, a section of this cable would make an excellent little paper knife.

[image: Captain 'Wop' May, D.F.C]

Image: Captain "Wop" May, D.F.C (Source)
 Cables or wires were used to brace the wings of biplanes.
 Credit: Provincial Archives of Alberta; Usage Rights: No known copyright restrictions

Akbar

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 3: We Hear More About Li Chang Yen

Akbar the Great was a ruler in the late 1500s who tripled the Mughal Empire, which included modern-day India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh. He was also the grandfather of the man who built the Taj Mahal.

Alarum

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 1: On Early Rising, Ch 2: Concerning Alarum Clock

This is an old-fashioned spelling of alarm. The word is derived from the Latin summons "to arms!"

Albany, The

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 6: Seven Dials Again

The Albany is an exclusive cooperative housing complex in Piccadilly, London. The mansion was built in the late 1700s for Viscount Melbourne and was originally known as Melbourne House. Prince Frederick, Duke of York and Albany, moved in for a while, but in 1802, the mansion and both service wings were turned into apartments for upscale bachelors. Lord Byron was a resident at one time, and the Albany (or just plain "Albany," depending on how in-the-know you are) continues to be a fashionable address for 69 privileged residents. They no longer need to be bachelors, but young children are still not permitted.

[image: The Albany Piccadilly]

Image: The Albany Piccadilly (Source)
 The Albany apartment building.
 Credit: Amanda Slater; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Alexander

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 3: We Hear More About Li Chang Yen

From 330 BC until 323 BC, a series of conquests made Alexander the Great the ruler of an area that included Macedonia, Greece, Egypt, Persia, and into India, one of the largest empires in the world.

Alexandria

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VI: The Adventure of the Egyptian Tomb (1923)

This Egyptian city on the Mediterranean Sea is 3,500 miles from London, as the crow flies.

Alice in Wonderland

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 7: Finessing the King

The full title is Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, although the gentleman dressed in paper is actually from Through the Looking-glass, and What Alice Found There. Both books are by Lewis Carrol.

Allez

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), III: The Adventure of the Cheap Flat (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 15: Geoffrey Raymond

French for "go!"

Allied Conference

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VIII: The Kidnapped Prime Minister (1923)

This is no doubt a reference to the Paris Peace Conference meetings of 1919 and 1920 in which the Allies of World War I convened to discuss terms and reparations. The Treaty of Versailles formally ended the war on June 29, 1919, although fighting ceased on November 11, 1918, Armistice Day.

Allons

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 8: Fresh Suspicions

This French word implies an immediate movement such as "Now, let's go."

Almanach de Gotha

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), X: The Adventure of the Italian Nobleman (1923), The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 15: The Comte de la Roche

In 1763, this directory of the royal and noble families of Europe was first published in the German city of Gotha and is still being updated today.

Alright

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 25: Jane's Story

Also spelled "all-right" and "all right," this version is more often used in British English than in American English and some folks find it really, really wrong, even though it's quite commonly used.

Alton (Duke of)

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 16: The House Party at the Abbey

There are several towns called Alton in England, but none of them have a duke.

American ambassador to the Court of St. James

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots

Ambassadors to the United Kingdom are presented to the monarch at the Court of St. James which is named for St. James's Palace, the most senior of the royal palaces and the official royal residence.

Amour

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12

This French word implies a "love affair," especially a secret one.

Amour propre

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 12: Round the Table

The French phrase amour-propre literally means "love of self." The philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau defines it as the self-esteem one develops from outside validation compared to amour de soi, which is a more personal self-love.

An Invitation to Supper at the Savoy

Found in Essays

The moneyed characters in Christie's stories frequent luxurious hotels for lodgings or meals. While today we understand the cachet of those names, we are less familiar with their history and few of us can comprehend what it would be like to be their guests. 

Anagram

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 21: The Red House

Anagrams are when the letters of a word are rearranged to be another word.

And the little girl tries, hooks and eyes

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 31: Sundry Details

While this lyric seems very specific, no revue featuring something like it has been found. Whether this was a reference that would have been recognized at the time is unclear.

Angel's Kiss

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 14: The Crackler continued

While there have been several cocktails with this name, one period-appropriate recipe calls for crème de cacao with heavy cream floated on top and garnished with a cherry on a toothpick.

Angina pectoris

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)

These Latin words for "pain in the chest" are used to describe some of the symptoms of coronary artery disease which can lead to a heart attack.

Anglais, Les

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 13: The Girl with the Anxious Eyes

"The English."

Aniseed

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 18: In The Felsenlabyrinth

This spice with a strong scent was used from the 1700s and on to train fox hounds to follow a trail in races among hunt masters.

Anitra

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 6: Mirelle

In Act IV of Henrik Ibsen's Peer Gynt, Peer runs away to Morocco and attempts to seduce Anitra, the daughter of a Bedouin chieftain who robs him and escapes.

[image: Norvegiana, Peer Gynt]

Image: Norvegiana, Peer Gynt (Source)
 Anitra dances for Peer Gynt. 
 Credit: Oklands trykkssaker; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Anna the Adventuress

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 2

The name is significant beyond its alliteration. Anna the Adventuress was the title of a 1904 adventure novel by E. Phillips Oppenheim. It concerns the exploits of Annabelle, a vivacious flirt, who pretends to be her demure sister Anna, in order to entice men into marriage.

Ansonia

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 16: The Dying Chinaman

What inspired Christie to use this name for a ship is unclear. There was a riverboat in North America named after a town in Connecticut, but it never went to South America. None of the ships listed as arriving in Buenos Aires during the early 1900s seem to have served as inspiration either.

Anthropoid

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 1

The Greek "anthropos" means "human being" and "oides" means "form," so this means it resembles a human being.

Antibes

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 15: The Comte de la Roche

Antibes is another of the resort towns on the French Riviera. It lies between Nice and Cannes.

Anti-Bolshevist

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 32: Bundle is Dumbfounded

Bolshevist doctrine included the destruction of capitalist societies in order to institute Russian communism, which was not a popular proposition for the majority of England.

Antimony

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 15: The Terrible Catastrophe

Antimony is a chemical element that is considered a "metalloid," meaning it can not entirely be defined as a metal. Its poisonous effects are similar to arsenic. As an interesting aside, antimony is an ingredient in some preparations of kohl, the black eye-lining cosmetic used by ancient Egyptian and other cultures.

Antiricin

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 18: The House of Lurking Death continued

When an antigen is introduced into the body, the immune system reacts by producing an antibody to fight off the antigen's damage. Antiricin is the antibody produced to fight off ricin's toxicity.

Anti-serum

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VI: The Adventure of the Egyptian Tomb (1923)

While it has much in common with a vaccine, an antiserum is treatment to combat current infection rather than a preemptive stimulation of antibodies for future immunity.

'anwell

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 2: The Man from the Asylum

Stereotypically, working-class Brits dropped the "h" when speaking, so this spelling of Hanwell is meant to infer the type of person who is saying it.

Apache

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 8: Fresh Suspicions, The Big Four (1927), Ch 5: Disappearance of a Scientist, The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 1: The Man with the White Hair, Ch 2: M. le Marquis, Ch 4: In Curzon Street

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the name "Les Apaches" referred to a loosely organized violent criminal underworld in Paris. Who originally applied the term "Apache" is uncertain, but it referenced a tribe of Indigenous Americans, a group that was stereotyped as savage by Europeans of the time.

Aphasia

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest

Aphasia refers to damage to the brain from an injury, stroke, or disease that affects language comprehension and expression.

Apoplexy

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 1

An outdated word for cerebral hemorrhage.

Aqua ad

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 12: The Last Link

This Latin phrase for "add sterile water" is used in pharmaceutical prescriptions.

Archbishop

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 5: A Useful Gentleman, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 1: On Early Rising

In the Church of England hierarchy, an archbishop oversees the bishops under his jurisdiction, who then oversee the next level of leadership. There are only two archbishops in England, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop of York, which makes them very grand indeed. Since 2015, women have served as bishops, but there has not yet been a female archbishop.

Archbishop of Canterbury

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 5: A Useful Gentleman

In the Church of England hierarchy, an archbishop oversees the bishops under his jurisdiction, who then oversee the next level of leadership. There are only two archbishops in England, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop of York, which makes them very grand indeed. Since 2015, women have served as bishops, but there has not yet been a female archbishop.

Ardennes

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 16: The Dying Chinaman

This area of rocky forested valleys is found in southeast Belgium and stretches from France to Germany.

Argentine, The

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 3: The Man Who Grew Vegetable Marrows, The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest

A poem written in 1602 first called this land La Argentina, which means "silver" and refers to the legends of silver to be found in the mountains, but there's no real reason for why English people in the 1920s said "the" Argentine. Using an article like this is just associated with some places, such as the United Kingdom.

Armistice

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 1: The Young Adventurers, Ltd

Derived from the Latin words meaning "stopping arms," an armistice is the agreement between warring sides for a cessation of hostilities. It doesn't mean the war is over, but that they stop the fighting while negotiations take place.

Army and Navy Stores

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 21: The Red House

Originally opened as a small co-operative for military families in 1871, the Army and Navy Store expanded into a wide range of products and services including housewares, groceries, banking, and restaurants, with outlets in many locations.
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Image: Army Navy Co-operative Society Shareholder (Source)
 Army & Navy Co-operative shareholder's ticket.
 Credit: Joedkins; Usage Rights: CC BY 4.0

Arno River

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 16

This Italian river runs west through Florence to Pisa and into the Ligurian Sea.

Arsène Lupin

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 19: Secret History

Maurice Leblanc created the character of Arsène Lupin for a series of stories starting in 1905. Lupin was a "gentleman thief" who was a better person - and more amusing - than those from whom he stole.

[image: Arsène Lupin, gentleman cambrioleur]

Image: Arsène Lupin, gentleman cambrioleur (Source)
 1932 cover of "Arsène Lupin, Gentleman Cambrioleur."
 Credit: Maurice Leblanc. Éditions Pierre Lafitte. Bibliothèque et Archives Canada; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Arsenic

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 18: The House of Lurking Death continued

The symptoms of arsenic poisoning include abdominal pain, convulsions, vomiting, diarrhea, confusion, and over longer periods of poisoning, heart disease.

Arsenical poisoning

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), X: The Adventure of the Italian Nobleman (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 1: Dr. Sheppard at the Breakfast Table, The Big Four (1927), Ch 15: The Terrible Catastrophe

The symptoms of arsenic poisoning include abdominal pain, convulsions, vomiting, diarrhea, confusion and in over longer periods of poisoning, heart disease.

Arteriosclerosis

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)

In this cardiovascular disease, cholesterol plaque builds up in the arteries which restricts or even blocks blood flow.

Asafetida

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 9

Used since ancient times as a cooking spice, asafetida adds a pungency similar to garlic and onion. In its raw state, however, it smells quite awful and is often referred to as "devil's dung." It is also spelled "asafoetida." (Foetidus is Latin for "stinking.") Asafetida is the hardened sap drawn from a species of giant fennel.

Assunta, SS

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIII: The Lost Mine (1923)

This doesn't appear to be a real ship or even a pseudonym for a real ship. "SS" may refer to "single-screw ship" or "sailing ship," but in this case, it most likely refers to "steamship." 

At bulb

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 9

The "bulb" setting on a camera keeps the shutter open longer so that more light can expose the film. This is useful for nighttime or indoor photos where there is not much light available. Using "bulb" mode during a brightly lit day means the photos will probably be over-exposed.

Atalanta

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 7: The Mysterious Madame Daubreuil

In Greek mythology, when Atalanta was born, her father was so disappointed to learn his child was a girl that he left her to die on a mountaintop. Rather than dying, Atalanta was raised by bears, became a legendary huntress, and reunited with her father. When he tried to marry her off, she refused to marry anyone but a man who could beat her in a footrace, which is no doubt what Hastings was thinking about as he watched Marthe run up the road. A grandson of Poseidon won the race when he distracted Atalanta by rolling golden apples along the route.
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Image: Journeys through Bookland (Source)
 Atalanta, distracted by a golden apple.
 Credit: Internet Archive Book Images; Usage Rights: Public domain

Atomic energy

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 17: Number Four Wins a Trick

The term "atomic energy" was coined by Ernest Rutherford in 1903. Rutherford's research led to the first nuclear reaction experiment in 1917.

Atropine sulphate

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)

Used topically, this drug paralyzes the focusing muscles of the eye which can break up adhesions. Injected, atropine can jumpstart a slow heartbeat or cause dangerous fibrillation, as well as nausea, blurred vision, and other symptoms.

Au contraire

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923)

French for "on the contrary."

Au courant

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 18: The House of Lurking Death continued

French for "aware."

Au fait

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), V: The Million Dollar Bond Robbery (1923)

Literally translated as "with facts," this phrase has several meanings, but when used by an English-speaking person, it means "informed about."

Au fond

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923), The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 15: The Comte de la Roche

"Deep down."

Au grand sérieux

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 5: Disappearance of a Scientist

"Most seriously."

Au revoir

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 2: Mr. Whittington's Offer, Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 8: An Unexpected Meeting

French parting words that translate as "until we see each other again."

Aucunement

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 20: An Amazing Statement

Literally "nothing" as in "none at all" or "not in the least."

Auger

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 13: The Seven Dials Club

Like a gimlet, an auger has a screw at one end for drilling, but the term is applied to anything bigger than a gimlet, from hand-held to motor-driven.

Aurignacian

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 1, Chapter 11

A specific time during the Paleolithic period and named for the Aurignac region in France in which a cave was discovered containing objects from that era.

Autumn Meeting

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 28: Suspicions, Ch 34: Lord Caterham Approves

Terence O'Rourke is likening their lawn game to a meeting of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. The R&A hosted their first Challenge for the Silver Cup in the spring of 1760, but over the years, the Challenge was also held in the autumn. Traditionally, members held their club meeting just after the Challenge, and in addition to handling club business, they also participated in golf competitions.

Ave, Caesar! Te morituri salutant

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 26: Mr. Brown

The Latin phrase for "Hail, Caesar! Those who are about to die salute you" is supposed to have been uttered during a mock naval battle during the time of Claudius.


B

B.Sc.

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XI: The Case of the Missing Will (1923)

B.Sc. is one abbreviation for "Baccalaureus Scientiae" which is Latin for Bachelor of Science. The first B.Sc. academic degree was awarded in 1860 at the University of London, the non-Anglican university choice.

Babe St. Maur

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 11: Dinner with Bill

Most likely Babe got her name from the dukes of Somerset who are St. Maurs. The first duke was Henry VIII's brother-in-law, Edward Seymour. "Seymour" is a corruption of St. Maur. There is also a 1888 ballad entitled "The Tower of St. Maur" in which a lord walls up alive his "pretty babe" to undo a fortress's curse and protect the rest of his family from marauders.

Baccarat

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 11: Dinner with Bill

This game is played between a "banker" and a "player" and uses cards, but as it was considered a "game of chance" rather than a "game of skill," it was illegal in England. Baccarat was popular among the wealthy of France in the 1800s, and of course the wealthy of England were not far behind. Most baccarat was played secretly in private clubs or in stately houses. The "royal baccarat scandal" of 1890 started at a private house party that included the future King Edward VII. One of his friends was accused of cheating and the Prince of Wales was called to testify at the ensuing slander trial.

Bad lot

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 1: I Go to Styles

The phrase refers to a lottery and indicates that the person who is a "bad lot" is not a winning prize.

Bagatelle

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), V: The Million Dollar Bond Robbery (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 15: Geoffrey Raymond, Ch 22: Ursula's Story

"Bagatelle" is a French word for "trinket," an object that is small and not very valuable, and may be derived from a word for "small berry." Rather than referring to an actual object, it can indicate other things of little importance.

Bailiff

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 21: Mr. Isaacstein's Suitcase

While there are still some bailiff positions specific to courts of law, the word more generally refers to one who manages or oversees. A bailiff at an English country house, therefore, is the property manager rather than a legal functionary.

Baize

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 8: Fresh Suspicions, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 13: The Seven Dials Club, Ch 30: An Urgent Summons, Ch 31: The Seven Dials, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 14: The Crackler continued

While it feels similar to felt, baize is longer wearing because it is woven from wool yarns rather than pressed from wool fibers. It's the same material as that on pool tables, which is traditionally green to resemble a sport-playing field, but baize does come in other colors. It was often used on the doors to a home's domestic wing to deaden kitchen sounds.

Balkan states

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 1: Anthony Cade Signs On

The Balkan Mountains are the inspiration for this regional term which includes Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and Slovenia. While the name is still in use, it is not considered as appropriate as it once was.

Bally

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 33: Battle Explains

A common euphemism for the word "bloody," which was considered quite vulgar.

Balmy

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 23: A Race Against Time, The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 2: A Lady in Distress, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 18: Charles Kent

The word "barmy" is an obsolete term meaning "full of froth or ferment" and has been used since the 16th century for air-headed people. During the late 1800s, people pronounced and spelled it both as "barmy" and as "balmy."

Banal

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 2: An Appeal for Help

French for "boring."

Bank book

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 17: Parker

Though rarely used today, bank books or passbooks were once common for keeping track of the deposits and withdrawals in one's savings account at the bank. The teller would write down the information so you could keep track, even at home. Before the 1800s, banks kept all account records in their own ledgers.

[image: Esther Munro's Bank Book]

Image: Esther Munro's Bank Book (Source)
 A bank book from 1919.
 Credit: Shelly; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Barber

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12

Transatlantic ships provided a barber shop for their passengers' convenience. There might even be more than one barber to serve the different classes of passengers. The barber's income was a combination of wages paid by the ship, tips from customers, and the sale of sundries such as toiletries, souvenirs, candy, prizes for shipboard games, and costume rental for fancy dress events.

Barotsi

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 35

Barotseland is a South African kingdom that borders Zimbabwe and Zambia. It was a protectorate of the United Kingdom from 1899 until 1964.

Bartolozzi on the wall

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 11: Poirot Pays a Call

Francesco Bartolozzi (1727-1815) was a prolific engraver who spent 40 years in London creating engraved prints of popular paintings.

[image: May]

Image: May (Source)
 "May" by Francesco Bartolozzi, after a painting by William Hamilton.
 Credit: Library of Congress; Usage Rights: Public Domain

Basket chair

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 1: I Go to Styles

As the name suggests, this rounded chair was made of woven wicker like a basket. It was often used out-of-doors.

Bastinadoed

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 1: Anthony Cade Signs On

In this form of punishment or torture, the prisoner's bare feet are fixed so that the bottoms are displayed and the arches are beaten with a cane or stick, causing pain and welts. "Foot whipping" has a long history of use all over the world and still occurs in some places. Soles of the feet have particularly strong skin which means one can inflict a lot of pain before a lasting injury results. Also, bare feet have a traditional association with subservience, which adds insult to injury.

Bath chair

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi

This was a kind of wheelchair with a hood that was used by invalids in spa towns such as Bath while they were staying there for treatment.

[image: La Brouette]

Image: La Brouette (Source)
 An insect version of the Bath Chair by Charles Germain de Saint-Aubin. 
 Credit: Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum Collection; Usage Rights: CC0

Bath salts

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots

Since ancient times people have been bathing in naturally occurring salt and mineral waters for health and enjoyment. Bath salts were developed to recreate mineral and salt bathing where no natural pools exist.

Batman

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 20: Too Late

Since a commissioned officer presumably was preoccupied with management duties, a soldier-servant took care of ordinary tasks such as driving, running messages, caring for the officer's uniform, and even serving as bodyguard. "Batting" had more perks than other soldiering jobs and was also rewarded with faster promotions. "Bat" is an old word for "pack saddle" and refers to the horse that carried an officer's equipment before the use of motorized vehicles.

Battle, murder and sudden death

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 10: Chimneys

This quote is from the Church of England's "Book of Common Prayer." In the Litany or General Supplication, one of the petitions recited is:

From lightning and tempest; from plague, pestilence, and famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death, Good Lord, deliver us.

Bay, The

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 9

When traveling from Southampton to Madeira, the Bay is the Bay of Biscay, at least to English-speaking people. Other countries have their own names for it. The Bay is enclosed by the west coast of France and the north coast of Spain. The name is derived from the Basque people, an indigenous ethnic group from that area.

Be intelligent and not look it

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 18: The House of Lurking Death continued

While this doesn't appear to be an actual quote or saying, it runs along the same lines as "smarter than you look."

Beach-comber

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VI: The Adventure of the Egyptian Tomb (1923)

Fed-up sailors from Victorian whalers often jumped ship while in the South Pacific islands. They lived by fishing, trading with the native population, or combing the beach for anything useful that washed up on shore. Because they were fugitives who aligned themselves with the local culture, beach-combers had a bad reputation with the folks back home.

Beard (on an officer)

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 3

While beards and mustaches once were common and even required military wear, when chemical warfare was introduced during World War I, they interfered with gas masks and were therefore banned.

Beard the lion in his den

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 12: A Friend in Need

The phrase is used to indicate a proactive attack to bring the fight to your opponent rather than wait and react defensively. It's a reference to a story in the biblical book of Samuel. The shepherd David rescued one the lambs he was herding after a lion carried it off by pursuing the lion to its den where David "seized him by his beard and struck and killed him." (1 Samuel 17:34-36)

Bearer bonds

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), IX: The Disappearance of Mr. Davenheim (1923)

A bearer bond pays out the principal and accrued interest to whoever submits the bond. There is no way to trace to whom the bond was originally issued.

Beat the ground (French men)

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Prologue

Since ancient Rome audiences have responded to enjoyable entertainment with loud noises such as finger snapping, hand clapping and foot stomping. Some claim the phrase "break a leg" comes from wishing an actor such success that the stomping will be enthusiastic to a painful degree. Stomping is still a form of applause in Europe today, as noted by those who attend concerts of popular contemporary bands.

Beau garçon

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 6: Mirelle

French for "beautiful boy."

Beau petit monsieur, Le

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 17: Annette

French for "the beautiful little gentleman."

Beau temps

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923)

Literally translated as "beautiful weather," this French phrase is used in proverbs referring to better days ahead, sunshine after rain, and silver cloud linings.

Beaux yeux

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 13: The Mouse Walks In

French for "beautiful eyes."

Bêche-de-mer

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 18

This name for the sea cucumber is a French version of the Portuguese phrase bicho do mar which means "worm from the sea." Sea cucumbers are an Asian delicacy with what is referred to as a "slippery" texture. They are also supposed to be an aphrodisiac due to their suggestive shape.

[image: Sea Cucumber]

Image: Sea Cucumber (Source)
 This market has a variety of sea cucumbers for sale. 
 Credit: Yun Huang Yong; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Bechuanaland

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 22, Chapter 23

England established the Protectorate of Bechuanaland in 1885, ostensibly to defend the local community from intrusive Boers. In 1966, Bechuanaland became the Republic of Botswana.

Becquerel and the Curies

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 7: The Radium Thieves

Henri Becquerel, Marie Skłodowska Curie, and her husband Pierre Curie were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1903 for their research on radioactivity.

Beef tea

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 9, Chapter 11

Made from beef chunks simmered in water and then discarded, this weak broth was thought to provide easy-to-digest nutrition for sick people.

Beetling brows

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 8: The Adventures of Tommy

Drawn from an Old English word, "bitel," meaning "sharp-edged," rock formations beetle when they overhang, such as a cliff face. A face with a pronounced brow ridge or deep-set eyes is said to have "beetling brows."

Beira

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 25, Chapter 27, Chapter 29

Beira is a coastal city in the southern African nation of Mozambique which faces the Indian Ocean. It's about 800 miles east of Victoria Falls.

Belgian refugees

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 2: The 16th and 17th of July

Belgium is comprised of a Dutch-speaking community and a French-speaking community. Disputes between the two, along with other factors, resulted in the 1839 Treaty of London which established the independence and neutrality of the Kingdom of Belgium as well as a promise of British support. It was because Germany was trying to take Paris by invading Belgium that England became involved in World War I and why Belgian refugees were resettled in England.

[image: Brave Belgium!]

Image: Brave Belgium! (Source)
 A "Punch" cartoon praising Belgium for standing up to the Kaiser's bullying. 
 Credit: Internet Archive Book Images; Usage Rights: Public Domain

Belgium struggle between church and state

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)

For almost 200 years Catholicism was the state religion in Belgium, with a death penalty for those who practiced anything else. Following the Belgian Revolution of 1830-31, the Catholic southern part of the country seceded from the Protestant Netherlands to become independent. The government was founded with a particular effort to avoid religion in politics, but one of the two main parties was the Catholic Party, which naturally caused conflict.

Believe six impossible things before breakfast

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 24: Bundle Wonders, Ch 29: Singular Behaviour of George Lomax

This is a quote from Lewis Carroll's Through the Looking-Glass, taken from a conversation between the Red Queen and Alice:

Alice laughed: "There's no use trying," she said; "one can't believe impossible things."

"I daresay you haven't had much practice," said the Queen. "When I was younger, I always did it for half an hour a day. Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast."

Bell (handle), (Pull the)

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 18: The Telegram, Ch 25: Jane's Story, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 5: Murder

Victorian doorbells were mainly mechanical. Although the first pass at an electric doorbell was recorded in 1831, it wasn't widely in use until the early 1900s. There were a number of devices used for visitors to alert the people inside:


	A simple knocker to rap on the door or on a metal plate mounted on the door.

	A small bell mounted inside the door that trilled when someone outside turned a key that would strike it.

	A rope or chain hanging near the door connected by wires to a bell dangling somewhere in the house.

	A lever flipped down to ring a bell suspended inside.

	A knob pulled to activate a bell mounted within.



The kind of doorbell installed most likely coincided with the age of the house to which it belonged and whether improvements to the house had been made. A wide variety of doorbells in use can be seen in television programs and in films.

[image: Antique doorbell outside]

Image: Antique doorbell outside (Source)
 This doorbell is rung by twisting the handle.
 Credit: Cherrysweetdeal; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Bell, (Press the, Ring the, In a room at Claridge's)

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 24: Julius Takes a Hand, Poirot Investigates (1924), VII: The Jewel Robbery at the Grand Metropolitan (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 3: The Man Who Grew Vegetable Marrows, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 29: Singular Behaviour of George Lomax

While mechanical call bells à la "Downton Abbey" were widely used for decades, electric bell systems started being developed in the first half of the 19th century. Hotels were the earliest users, followed by wealthy great house owners. These annunciators were originally battery-powered until electricity became commonplace. One would push a button, pull a knob, or turn a lever to complete the electric circuit which would then sound a bell as well as activate a visual indication on the bell board so the bell staff would know which room was calling. Often, a manual reset was required afterward. A preplanned code of numbered rings indicated what kind of service was needed so the right person was sent to the room in question.
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Image: Catalogue of O.D. Pierce & Co (Source)
 Advertisement for an early call bell system.
 Credit: Internet Archive Book Images; Usage Rights: Public Domain

Belladonna

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 18: In The Felsenlabyrinth

Also known as "deadly nightshade," belladonna is Italian for "beautiful lady." The drug widens the pupils, making one's eyes very dark, which women thought gave them a more sultry look.

Belle histoire

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923)

This French phrase literally means a "beautiful or nice story," but it could also be said sarcastically.

Benzine

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VIII: The Kidnapped Prime Minister (1923)

Referring to any distillation of petroleum, benzine is used as a solvent as well as a fuel.

Bermondsey

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 24: Bundle Wonders

Mentioned as long ago as the Norman Conquest, this area is along the Thames River in South East London. "Bermond" is assumed to be a family name associated with the land and "sey" means "island," or more likely, "higher, dryer ground." Once a genteel, green suburb of the city, the industrial revolution brought a lot of changes. Industries such as tanning and canning flourished, as well as activity on the wharves, and a less-genteel population grew. Yet another make-over has taken place since the area was bombed during World War II.

Bernard Dodge

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VIII: The Kidnapped Prime Minister (1923)

Dodge is fictitious and it's difficult to say if he was modeled on an actual person. Lloyd George's original war cabinet consisted of Earl Curzon, Viscount Milner, Arthur Henderson, and Bonar Law. Later, it included Jan Smuts, George Barnes, Edward Carson, Austen Chamberlain, and Sir Eric Geddes.

Bertillon (System)

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 1: A Fellow Traveller, The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 27: The 13th of October (contd), Ch 29: Further Explanations

Before DNA testing and even before fingerprinting, police identified criminals by using a system of physical measurements devised by French criminologist Alphonse Bertillon. Bertillon carefully measured an individual's face and body and recorded the measurements to prosecute repeat offenders. Later, he also added photographs to the records, the earliest "mug shots."
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Image: Alphonse Bertillon's Synoptic Table of Physiognomic Traits (ca. 1909) (Source)
 Some of the characteristics specified in the Bertillon System. 
 Credit: The Public Domain Review; Usage Rights: PD Worldwide

Best butter

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 26: Mainly about Golf

When buttering up someone with over-the-top flattery, it can only help to use the best butter.

Bien

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 19: I Use My Grey Cells, Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 12: Round the Table

French for "well" or "good."

Bien entendu

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 9: M. Giraud Finds Some Clues, Poirot Investigates (1924), III: The Adventure of the Cheap Flat (1923), IX: The Disappearance of Mr. Davenheim (1923), The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 12: Round the Table, Ch 17: Parker, Ch 20: Miss Russell, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 23: The Man Who Was No. 16

Literally translated from the French as "well heard" and taken to mean "obviously."

Bien sûr

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), IV: The Mystery of Hunter's Lodge (1923)

This French phrases translates literally as "well, sure."

Bien, j'y serai

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923)

French for "good, I will be there."

Bien, Madame

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Prologue

Literally "Well, madam" (or "Well, my lady"), this French phrase is a shortened version of "very well," a common response to indicates acknowledgement as well as agreement. 

Big Four, film world

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest

Seeking more creative control than what was given them at other studios, four Hollywood stars decided to start their own film studio. The original four were Mary Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, and William S. Hart, but by the time the organization was launched, Hart had been replaced by D.W. Griffith and there was actually a fifth equal partner, William Gibbs McAdoo, who was a lawyer rather than an actor.
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Image: Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, and D. W. Griffith in 1919 (Source)
 Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, D. W. Griffith, the United Artists.
 Credit: United Artists; Usage Rights: Public Domain

Big Four, Versailles Conference

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest

The Paris Peace Conference was held in January of 1919 to establish terms at the close of World War I. Although almost thirty nations attended, the "Big Four" were particularly active during the proceedings. The "Big Four" were Prime Minister Lloyd George of Britain, Prime Minister Vittorio Emanuele Orlando of Italy, Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau of France, and President Woodrow Wilson of the United States.

Big wig

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 31: The Seven Dials, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 12: The Man in the Mist Continued

In the 1700s, impressively large wigs were fashionable, and the most important people naturally could afford the biggest wigs.

Bilious attack

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 8

While the term is not in common use much lately, a bilious attack includes abdominal pain and constipation along with a headache. "Bilious" refers to bile which is used in digestion.

Billet

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 4: Who Is Jane Finn?

Literally translated from the French as a "note," a billet was a written order that entitled a soldier to living quarters within a person's dwelling. Eventually, the word also came to mean the living quarters provided, from the original space in a private home to any place that housed soldiers.

Billet de bagages

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 11: Murder

As billet literally means a "note" in French, billet de bagages refers to the note or ticket for claiming one's baggage.

Billet-doux

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 17

Billet doux literally translates from the French as a "note" that is "soft" and refers to a love letter.

Billiard room

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 5: Murder, Ch 6: The Tunisian Dagger, Ch 15: Geoffrey Raymond, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 28: Suspicions

Games played with balls and sticks on tables are known as "cue sports." They date back to the 1400s as an indoor occupation and were around even longer as an outdoor sport. The French word for "ball" is bille and the word for a mace handle is billart, either of which may be the origin of the word "billiards." There are many variations of the game, some with pockets, some without, and some played on different-sized tables, so it would not be unusual to have more than one table if one could afford a billiard room.

[image: Hauteville House, salle de billard]

Image: Hauteville House, salle de billard (Source)
 The billiard room at Victor Hugo's Hauteville House. 
 Credit: Paris Musées collections; Usage Rights: CC0 1.0

Billingsgate fishwoman

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 1: A Fellow Traveller

The market is named for London's oldest water gate (a fortified access to the river Thames), which in turn was named for Belinus, one of kings of Britain, according to Geoffrey of Monmouth in 1136. Thus, both the market and the fishermen's wives who plied their wares at the market have long histories. References to fishwives' loud and vulgar language were already being made in the 1500s. Trying to get their fish sold before it went bad may be why fishwives were particularly vocal. 

Biscuits (for starving visitors), Biscuit tin

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 23: Poirot's Little Reunion, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 27: Nocturnal Adventure, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 2: A Pot of Tea, Ch 21: The Red House

Biscuits are what those in the United States call a cookie or a cracker, depending on whether it is sweet or not. The word's origins are Latin for "twice-cooked." For instance, biscotti (the Italian version of the Latin derivative) are baked in loaves that are moist, then sliced and baked again until crisp.

Dry biscuits were sold and stored in metal, lidded boxes to keep them crisp. These were highly decorative up until World War I and many novelty tins survive, although one with a "for starving visitors" label has not yet been found. Perhaps the tag was added by someone in the household.

[image: Biscuit Tin]

Image: Biscuit Tin (Source)
 An elegantly decorated biscuit tin. 
 Credit: Garry Knight; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Bit between its teeth

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 25: Jimmy Lays his Plans

When the bit is placed in the sensitive part of the mouth, a rider can control a horse by pulling on the reins, but if the horse gets the bit between its teeth, which are not as sensitive, the horse can't be controlled and could run at will.

Bitter almonds

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 26: Mr. Brown, Poirot Investigates (1924), VI: The Adventure of the Egyptian Tomb (1923)

Bitter almonds naturally contain cyanide, so while it doesn't always have a detectable odor, cyanide is often associated with this smell. Death by cyanide takes about 20 minutes and includes oxygen deprivation, convulsions, and vomiting.

Black beetles

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12

Other names for the black beetle are waterbug and oriental cockroach.

Black clad ankles

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 7: Bundle Pays a Call

Light- and subdued-colored stockings were the most popular choices in the 1920s, although there were other colors and patterns available. To wear black stockings, therefore, indicated mourning.

Blackfriars Bridge

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 5: First Night in London

One of several bridges across the Thames, named for the City precinct which in turn was named for an old Blackfriars Monastery. The current wrought iron bridge replaced an older bridge in the mid-1800s, about the same time as the Thames Embankment was being developed.

Blindman's Buff

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 10: Blindman's Buff

This very old game is known by different names and played in many countries, including ancient Greece. "It" is blindfolded and tries to catch another player while they tease and avoid "it." "Buff" is an obsolete word for "push."

Blitz (The Hotel)

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 5: First Night in London, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 10: Blindman's Buff, Ch 23: The Man Who Was No. 16

This is not a real place but is thought to be a joking reference to the Ritz Hotel. London's Ritz became very popular during WWI and afterwards. César Ritz opened the London location in 1906 following his success in Paris. The word "blitz" is German for "lightning." While now often associated with World War II, it was also used by English speakers prior to that time. See also "Ritz (London)."

Blocked her bowling

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 21: The Paragraph in the Paper

This is a cricket term and refers to the bowler pitching the ball toward the stumps. The batsman, meanwhile, defends the stumps with his bat.

Blood Brothers of St. Sebastian

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 10: Bundle Visits Scotland Yard

This may be simply one of many similar-sounding names used by secret societies in the early 1900s.

Bloody (footprints)

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 3: We Hear More About Li Chang Yen

The inspector is apologizing in case his listeners think he's using "bloody" as profanity rather than as an adjective. The word "bloody" was considered quite vulgar starting in the mid-1700s, although its usage goes back much farther than that. There are several theories on how the term originated. Some say it's a euphemism for the blood of Christ like other blasphemous profanities. Others say it came from a Dutch word meaning "truly," which is usually how it's applied.

Bloomsbury

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 2: A Pot of Tea

The Bloomsbury district is a residential area in the West End of London. It was called Blemondisberi in 1281 when it was held by the Blemund family, but the neighborhood squares were laid out by the Dukes of Bedford in the 1700s. The British Museum is in Bloomsbury and Virginia Woolf's friends and relations met as the Bloomsbury Group during the early 1900s, among the reasons why Bloomsbury has an intellectual reputation.

Blotting paper

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 4: Poirot Investigates, Ch 5: It Isn't Strychnine, Is It?, Ch 11: The Case for the Prosecution, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 12: Inquiries at Chimneys

When writing with a pen and ink, it takes a while for the ink to dry sufficiently so it won't smear when the paper is touched or folded. Sizing is added when making paper so that the ink stays crisp rather than spreading out when writing, but that means it needs to air dry. Sand was often used to soak up wet ink, but according to some sources, when an English paper mill accidentally made a batch of paper without sizing, they re-purposed and re-branded the absorbent batch. Blotting paper quickly became a more popular alternative to sand.

Most paper at the time was made from rags and since red was a difficult color to remove, red rags were rejected for good paper. However, they were a cheap resource for blotting paper, which is how they got their characteristic color.

In addition to handheld blotters, the same cheap paper was produced in large sheets that were used to protect desks and tables from errant fountain pen ink. 

Blue blouses

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 7: The Radium Thieves

French laborers who worked physically hard jobs needed clothing that would stand up to the task. Serge, a tough fabric from Italy, was replicated in the city of Nimes in the 1700s, and it's thought that serge de Nimes is the origin of the word "denim." Denim was not originally blue, but manufacturers found that indigo dye stayed on the outer surface of the fabric rather than soaking in, which meant less dye was needed, and so blue became the color of choice. Cover-all jackets for laborers were made of a similar sturdy, indigo-dyed material and were known by the term "blouse," which was the French word for "smock." Only later did "blouse" start to indicate a feminine type of shirt.

[image: Les joueurs de cartes]

Image: Les joueurs de cartes (Source)
 "The Card Players" by Paul Cézanne are wearing blue blouses. 
 Credit: Paul Cézanne; Usage Rights: Public domain

Blue books

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 12: Inquiries at Chimneys

Books covered in blue velvet were used by Parliament to keep records during the 1400s. Eventually, the term "blue book" became synonymous with government information and statistic records.

Blue envelope

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 13: The Goose Quill, The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 7: Letters

There is a long history in which the color blue became associated with the enclosure of anything official or legal. The origin is probably from England's Parliament keeping records in books bound with blue velvet during the 1400s. Also, some jurisdictions in the United States required lawyers to submit documents as "bluebacks," which meant using a blue cover to contain and label the enclosed papers. 

Blue funk

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 12: The Baited Trap

A "blue funk" can be a feeling of depression, but the older English meaning was a feeling of panic, maybe derived from the Flemish word for "agitation."

Blue serge suit

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 8: Inspector Raglan is Confident

This clothing choice was popular among average young men following the war, partly because it was different from a uniform. Oddly enough, serge is unpopular these days and is mainly used for uniforms. It's a woven woolen fabric with a raised texture, similar to denim which is a woven cotton fabric.

Blue Train

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 9: An Offer Refused, Ch 12: At the Villa Marguerite, Ch 13: Van Aldin Gets a Telegram, Ch 14: Ada Mason's Story, Ch 16: Poirot Discusses the Case

Also known as the Calais-Mediterranée Express, the Blue Train took passengers from Calais on France's northern coast south past Paris and all the way to the French Riviera on France's southern coast. Travelers from England crossed the Channel at Dover to reach Calais. The train left Calais in the early afternoon and started arriving at various Riviera resort towns by the following morning. First-class sleeping cars and haute cuisine

[image: Album Sem à la mer bleue : Côte..lette d'Azur Rapide]

Image: Album Sem à la mer bleue : Côte..lette d'Azur Rapide  (Source)
 "Restaurant Car in the Paris to Nice Train, 1913" by Georges Goursat Sem.
 Credit: Paris Musées collections; Usage Rights: CC0 1.0

Bluenosed automatic

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 15: The Inquest, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 5: The Adventure of the Sinister Stranger



Boat hook

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 28


Boat train

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 20: Too Late, The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 5: First Night in London


Bobbed hair

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 1: The Young Adventurers, Ltd, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 16: The Sunningdale Mystery continued


Boche

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 4: Who Is Jane Finn?


Boches, Les

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VIII: The Kidnapped Prime Minister (1923)


Body servant

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 9: The Yellow Jasmine Mystery


Boer

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 4: Who Is Jane Finn?


Bohemian

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 7: Finessing the King


Bois, The (Paris)

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 1: Anthony Cade Signs On, The Big Four (1927), Ch 5: Disappearance of a Scientist


Bolivia sent a Note

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 12: Inquiries at Chimneys


[image: Simon Bolivar]

Image: Simon Bolivar (Source)
 Statue of Simón Bolívar.
 Credit: Axoben Bastidas; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Bolshevik

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 1: A Fairy in the Flat


Bolshevik (Bolshevist)

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 24: Julius Takes a Hand, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 11: Poirot Pays a Call, The Big Four (1927), Ch 11: A Chess Problem, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 1: A Fairy in the Flat


Bolster Bar

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12


Bolzano

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 17: Number Four Wins a Trick


Bon

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 13: Poirot Explains, Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923), The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 11: Murder


Bon catholique

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)


Bon Dieu, Le

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), IV: The Mystery of Hunter's Lodge (1923)


Bon jour, mon ami

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 10: The Arrest


Bon Temps Restaurant in Soho

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi


Bona fide

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 6, The Big Four (1927), Ch 7: The Radium Thieves, Ch 17: Number Four Wins a Trick


Bond Street

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XII: The Veiled Lady (1923), The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 6: Mirelle, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots


Bonne chance, La

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIV: The Chocolate Box (1923)


Bonne mère, tres femme

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), I: The Adventure of the Western Star (1923)


Book teas

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 23: Encounter in the Rose Garden


Books, pay (tradesmen's)

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 18, Poirot Investigates (1924), XI: The Case of the Missing Will (1923)


Bookstall

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 7: The House in Soho


Borgias

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 8, Poirot Investigates (1924), VII: The Jewel Robbery at the Grand Metropolitan (1923)


[image: The Life and Pontificate of Leo the Tenth]

Image: The Life and Pontificate of Leo the Tenth (Source)
 Illustration from a bronze medal of Lucretia Borgia. 
 Credit: British Library; Usage Rights: No known copyright restrictions

Bottle (filled)

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 19: The Unbreakable Alibi


[image: What may happen at the seashore if summer is as cold a proposition as spring]

Image: What may happen at the seashore if summer is as cold a proposition as spring (Source)
 Rushing in a hot water bottle for a chilled guest.
 Credit: Library of Congress; Usage Rights: No known restrictions

Boudoir

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 2: The 16th and 17th of July, The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 13: The Vigil


Boulversé

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 11: A Chess Problem


Bourgoneau, Professor

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 5: Disappearance of a Scientist


Bournemouth

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 5: The Adventure of the Sinister Stranger


Bow Street

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 2: A Pot of Tea


Bowling green

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 1: On Early Rising


Bowls

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 1: On Early Rising, Ch 24: Bundle Wonders


Boxe, Le

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 7: The Radium Thieves


Boy Stood on the Burning Deck, The (Boy upon the burning deck)

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12, The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 1: Anthony Cade Signs On


Boys Brigade

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 5: The Man in the Road


[image: The Life Boys (Junior Reserve of the Boys' Brigade) after parade, Midhurst (1930)]

Image: The Life Boys (Junior Reserve of the Boys' Brigade) after parade, Midhurst (1930) (Source)
 Some members of the Junior Reserve of the Boys' Brigade.
 Credit: pellethepoet; Usage Rights: CC BY-SA 2.0

Brachycephalic

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 4, Chapter 5, Chapter 15, Chapter 36


Brain fever

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 27: Jack Renauld's Story, The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest


Brandy

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 1: The Unexpected Guest, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 8: The Gentleman Dressed in Newspaper, Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots


Brass hats

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 1: The Young Adventurers, Ltd


Brass tacks

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 17: After Dinner, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 6: The Adventure of the Sinister Stranger continued


Breeches

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 4: Poirot Investigates


Breteuil, Comtesse de

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 16: Tea in the Schoolroom


Breton

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 24: Ralph Patton's Story


Breton cap

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 7: I Learn My Neighbor's Profession, Ch 15: Geoffrey Raymond


[image: A Religious Procession in Brittany]

Image: A Religious Procession in Brittany (Source)
 Women in a variety of Breton headdresses watch a religious procession.
 Credit: Henry Wolf copy after Jules Breton, Renwick Gallery; Usage Rights: CC0

Brighton

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VII: The Jewel Robbery at the Grand Metropolitan (1923)


[image: From the pier, Brighton, England]

Image: From the pier, Brighton, England (Source)
 Brighton Pier around the turn of the century. 
 Credit: Detroit Publishing Co./Library of Congress; Usage Rights: No known restrictions

British Association

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 5: Disappearance of a Scientist, Ch 6: The Woman on the Stairs


British Guiana

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 13, Chapter 26


Broadmoor

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 21: The Paragraph in the Paper


[image: Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum: panoramic view. Wood engraving, 1867]

Image: Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum: panoramic view. Wood engraving, 1867 (Source)
 A wood engraving of the Asylum for Criminal Lunatics in Broadmoor.
 Credit: Wellcome Collection; Usage Rights: CC BY 4.0

Broken Hill

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 1, Chapter 11


Broken reed

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 3: The Man Who Grew Vegetable Marrows


Bromide (powders)

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 5: It Isn't Strychnine, Is It?, Ch 12: The Last Link, The Big Four (1927), Ch 15: The Terrible Catastrophe


Brook Street

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 12: Inquiries at Chimneys, Ch 15: The Inquest, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 2: A Pot of Tea


Brother Bill

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 12


Brother of Liberty

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 10: Bundle Visits Scotland Yard


Brown bread

Found in The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928), Ch 7: Letters


Brown study

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), VII: The Jewel Robbery at the Grand Metropolitan (1923), The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 16: Tea in the Schoolroom


Brownie

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 3: The Affair of the Pink Pearl


[image: Kodak Brownie Target SIX-20 box camera]

Image: Kodak Brownie Target SIX-20 box camera (Source)
 Kodak Brownie camera from the 1920s.
 Credit: Kevin Stanchfield; Usage Rights: CC BY 2.0

Browning

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 2: An Appeal for Help


[image: Portraits of Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Robert Browning]

Image: Portraits of Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Robert Browning (Source)
 Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Robert Browning.
 Credit: Thomas B. Read; Usage Rights: Public Domain

Brussels

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 16: The Dying Chinaman


Buda Pesth

Found in The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 11: Dinner with Bill, Ch 17: After Dinner, Ch 27: Nocturnal Adventure


Buenos Ayres

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 16: The Dying Chinaman


Bugle trimming

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 12: The Man in the Mist Continued


Bulawayo

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 23, Chapter 24, Chapter 27, Chapter 28, Chapter 29, The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 1: Anthony Cade Signs On, Ch 21: Mr. Isaacstein's Suitcase


Bull Dog Drummond

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 6: The Adventure of the Sinister Stranger continued


Bull more than 20 minutes in arena

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 18: The House of Lurking Death continued


Bully beef

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 16: An Evening at Mah Jong


Bunkum

Found in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 14: Mrs. Ackroyd, The Seven Dials Mystery (1929), Ch 15: The Inquest


Burma

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIII: The Lost Mine (1923)


Burma Mines, Ltd.

Found in Poirot Investigates (1924), XIII: The Lost Mine (1923)



Burned cork

Found in The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), Ch 8: Fresh Suspicions, The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 2


Burnham Beeches

Found in The Secret of Chimneys (1925), Ch 9: Anthony Disposes of a Body


'bus

Found in The Big Four (1927), Ch 3: We Hear More About Li Chang Yen


[image: Motor Omnibus from the streets of Paris]

Image: Motor Omnibus from the streets of Paris (Source)
 A motor omnibus used as an ambulance in Paris during the war.
 Credit: American National Red Cross photograph collection, Library of Congress; Usage Rights: No known restrictions

Busies

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 13: The Crackler


Buster Brown bows

Found in Murder on the Links (1923), Ch 22: I Find Love


Busy, Mr.

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 14: The Crackler continued


Butler

Found in The Secret Adversary (1922), Ch 23: A Race Against Time, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), Ch 5: Murder


Butter

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 16


Butter and parsley

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots


Butter, (Gently with the)

Found in The Man in the Brown Suit (1924), Chapter 16, Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 7: Finessing the King


Buttered muffin

Found in Partners in Crime (1929), Ch 22: The Ambassador's Boots
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