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THE CIVIL WAR

NOW, LET'S GET BACK TO ABNER
DOUBLEDAY, WHO HAD NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE INVENTION OF BASEBALL, BUT
DID FIRE THE NORTH’S FIRST SHOT
IN THE CIVIL WAR WHEN HE RETURNED
FIRE FROM A BESIEGED FORT SUMTER.

DOUBLEDAY MAKES NO REFERENCE

TO BASEBALL IN ANY OF HIS CIVIL THE GAME SPREAD AMONG UNION SOLDIERS

WAR PAPERS, BUT PLENTY OF OTHER AT FIRST--A LEGENDARY GAME ON HILTON

SOLDIERS DID. HEAD ISLAND IN 1862 REPORTEDLY SAW
FORTY THOUSAND SPECTATORS--AND
THEN TO THE CONFEDERATES BY MEANS
OF PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMPS.

SPREAD WHEREVER SOLDIERS HAD FOUGHT.
IT WAS ALREADY BEING REFERRED TO AS E IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR, BASEBALL

THE “NATIONAL PASTIME.” WAS ONE OF THE THINGS THAT BEGAN TO
KNIT THE COUNTRY BACK TOGETHER.

IT WAS NOT THE LAST TIME THAT BASEBALL
WOULD SERVE THIS FUNCTION, AS YOU WILL
SEE IN THE PAGES AHEAD.
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AS THE GAME SPREAD, AFRICAN AMERICANS AND
WOMEN PLAYED, TOO. VASSAR COLLEGE (A WOMEN'S
COLLEGE UNTIL 1969) STARTED A BASEBALL TEAM

IN 1866.

THE FIRST ORGANIZED BLACK TEAM WAS THE PYTHIAN
BASEBALL CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA, CHARTERED IN 1867.

THE PYTHIANS PLAYED IN WHAT IS PROBABLY THE
FIRST GAME BETWEEN ORGANIZED BLACK AND
WHITE TEAMS--AGAINST THE PHILADELPHIA OLYMPICS
IN 1869.

IN ADDITION TO BEING A SUPERB INFIELDER, THE
PYTHIANS' FOUNDER OCTAVIUS V. CATTO WAS ALSO A
CIVIL WAR VETERAN AND EARLY CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST.

HE WAS MURDERED ON ELECTION DAY 1871 WHILE
ORGANIZING AFRICAN AMERICAN VOTERS.

The First
Gurveball

The inventor of the curveball is widely assumed to
be William Arthur “Candy” Cummings, who reportedly
began throwing it in 1867, while with the Brooklyn
Excelsiors. The pitch not only confounded hitters
but also catchers, who at the time positioned
themselves twenty feet or so behind the batter.
It wasn’t until Cummings was paired up with a new
catcher in 1870 with the Brooklyn Stars that he
could throw the pitch in a game. That catcher was
Nat Hicks, who singlehandedly revolutionized the
position by getting into his crouch directly behind
the hitter so he could receive Cummings’s curve.
Catchers have played that way ever since, making
Nat Hicks one of the unsung revolutionaries of

the game.

Fred Goldsmith, another candidate for inventor of
the curveball, demonstrated the pitch for legendary
sportswriter and baseball historian Henry Chadwick
on August 16, 1870--when Goldsmith was just
fourteen years old! Despite this recorded
demonstration, Chadwick later supported Cummings’s
claim to inventing the pitch.
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The Knickerbocker Rules

(Much to the chagrin of other

baseball clubs who played under
Boston rules and a patchwork
of other variations.)
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These rules (many of which predated Cartwright) included:

* Three strikes and you're out
the batter can run on a dropped third strike

the baserunner can't interfere with fielders making
a play, and the fielders can't hinder the runner

three outs make an inning; runners may be tagged
or forced out, but may not be hit with the ball

« all disputes are resolved ultimately by an umpire
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ANOTHER INNOVATION OF THE KNICKERBOCKER RULES WAS THE STANDARDIZATION OF
FOUL TERRITORY-—-ESSENTIALLY THE AREA OUTSIDE THE LINES RUNNING FROM HOME
PLATE TO FIRST AND THIRD BASES. THIS GAVE THE BASEBALL FIELD ITS SHAPE...

AND ALSO GAVE SPECTATORS A PLACE TO GATHER.

BY THE 1850S, THE KNICKERBOCKER RULES HAD
BECOME STANDARD. EVEN BEFORE THAT, AROUND THE
TIME THE RULES WERE LAID DOWN, WALT WHITMAN WAS
ALREADY ENOUGH OF A BASEBALL FAN TO WRITE:

I SEE GREAT
THINGS IN BASEBALL.
IT'S OUR GAME, THE

THE RIVALRY BETWEEN THE BOSTON AND NEW YORK
VERSIONS OF THE RULES WOULD GO ON FOR A WHILE
(PREFIGURING THE INTENSE BOSTON-NEW YORK RIVALRY
THAT STILL ENERGIZES CONTEMPORARY BASEBALL)...

...BUT THE
KNICKERBOCKER
RULES WOULD
TRIUMPH.

EVEN SO, ORGANIZED BASEBALL WAS STILL PLAYED PRIMARILY IN THE NORTHEAST.
IT WOULDN'T SPREAD THROUGH THE REST OF THE COUNTRY UNTIL....

TERRA INCOGNITA

BASEBALL PLAYED HERE
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IN 1876, OWNERS OF SEVERAL PROMINENT BALL CLUBS--LED BY CHICAGO WHITE STOCKINGS
OWNER WILLIAM HULBERT--GOT TOGETHER AND FORMED THE NATIONAL LEAGUE (NL) OF

PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUBS.

ITS CHARTER MEMBERS WERE:

BOSTON RED STOCKINGS

LOUISVILLE GRAYS NEW YORK MUTUALS PHILADELPHIA ATHLETICS ST. LouIS

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE’S BRAIN TRUST WAS
HEAVILY CONCENTRATED IN CHICAGO WHITE
STOCKINGS MANAGEMENT. OTHER THAN
HULBERT, TWO OF THE LEAGUE’S MOVERS
AND SHAKERS WERE ABRAHAM G. MILLS AND
ALBERT G. SPALDING. MORE ABOUT THEM
ON PAGE 12.

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE’'S EARLY YEARS WERE TURBULENT, AS THEY
BATTLED FOR SUPREMACY AGAINST OTHER LEAGUES AND SAW

SEVERAL OF THEIR CHARTER MEMBERS FOLD FOR FINANCIAL REASONS

) &2 #. ~ S W X D) K ~ =)

B HOWEVER, BY 1890, THE NATIONAL LEAGUE HAD ESTABLISHED ITSELF
AS AMERICA’'S PREEMINENT PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE.

BROWN STOCKINGS

THE RIVAL AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
PROVED HARDEST TO GET RID OF
ITS TEAMS SOLD ALCOHOL AT THEIR
GAMES AND KEPT TICKET PRICES LOW
TO ATTRACT BLUE-COLLAR FANS.
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Who’s Who in the National League

Boston Red Stockings join in 1876, become Braves in
THE CLASSIC EIGHT 1912. Move to Milwaukee in 1953, to Atianta in 1966.

New York Gothams join
in 1883, become Giants
ca. 1888, move to San
Francisco in 1958.

Brooklyn Grays join in
1890, become “Trolley
Dodgers” in 1895, move
to Los Angeles in 1958.

St. Louis Perfectos
Jjoin in 1892, replacing
Brown Stockings,

who folded in 1877.
Perfectos become
Cardinals in 1900.

1883, become . i’:elcés‘?JOom
Phillies in 1890. .

i IR Pittsburgh Only two of the charter members of the
w g } 4 Alleghenys National League still exist. The Boston
J | | join in 1887, Red Stockings are now the Atlanta
ALLEGHENYS become Pirates | Braves, and the original Chicago White
Dttt \ Stockings are now the Chicago Cubs.
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AT THIS POINT, IN THE 1860S, BASEBALL CLUBS WERE STILL TECHNICALLY AMATEUR, BUT PLAYERS
HAD BEEN PAID UNDER THE TABLE SINCE THE FIRST ORGANIZED LEAGUES EMERGED.

THEN, IN 1869, THE INEVITABLE HAPPENED: THE CINCINNATI RED STOCKINGS
BECAME THE FIRST ALL-PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL TEAM.

HERE, KID. JUST
BETWEEN YOU AND
ME. FOR THAT THING
YOU DID

WHAT'S HE PAYING
YOU? T'LL BEAT IT
BY TEN DOLLARS

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WAS GROWING UP, AND BASEBALL GREW ¢
RIGHT ALONG WITH IT. LEAGUES ALSO BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH GAMBLING |
INTERESTS. THIS WORRIED OWNERS, WHO SAW A NEED FOR A SINGLE
ORGANIZATION WITH REAL AUTHORITY OVER ITS MEMBERS.

WE MUST GET 7/  AND STOP THIS WE NEED ONE THEN WE'LL
GAMBLING OUT MOVEMENT OF PLAYERS. LEAGUE--WITH MAKE SOME
OF OUR GAME. THE BUGS* NEED TO ENFORCEABLE REAL MONEY.

] KNOW THEIR FAVORITES RULES.
WILL STAY PUT.

*/BUGS” AND “CRANKS” WERE TWO EARLY TERMS FOR FANS. THE WORD “FAN" DID NOT COME INTO COMMON USE UNTIL THE 1880S.
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)aseball on Tour: Golden Spike

The driving of the golden spike at Promontory Summit, Utah,
on May 10, 1869, marked the ceremonial completion of the
Transcontinental Railroad, which linked America’s Atlantic
and Pacific coasts for the first time.

Western migration was already spreading
baseball beyond the Mississippi, too.
The first recorded game in San Francisco
occurred in 1851, and by the mid-1860s
there was an established baseball

scene there and in Sacramento.

The Cincinnati Red Stockings took advantage of the
Transcontinental Railroad to embark on a western
tour that included eight games in California and two

in Nebraska. Between September 25 and October 12,
they outscored their opposition by a collective 526-53.
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IN 1806, EXPLORERS LEWIS AND CLARK
HAD SOME SPARE TIME ON THEIR TRIP TO
Bl THE PACIFIC COAST, AND THEY USED IT
TO TEACH THE LOCAL NEZ PERCE
)l INDIANS “THE GAME OF BASE.”

THERE WAS ALSO A GAME KNOWN AS OLD CAT, OR
ONE-OLD-CAT, APPARENTLY AMERICAN IN ORIGIN, THAT
WOULD LATER BE CLAIMED AS EVIDENCE OF BASEBALL'S
AMERICAN ORIGIN. (MORE ABOUT THAT TO COME.)

BY THE EARLY 1800S, CRICKET CLUBS WERE ESTABLISHED
IN THE EASTERN UNITED STATES, AND, IN PARALLEL, CAME
THE FIRST ORGANIZED BASEBALL GAMES.

IN 1839, NEW YORK CITY FOLLOWED SUIT, BUT THE CITY
ALREADY HAD AT LEAST TWO ACTIVE BASEBALL CLUBS.
ONE OF THEM, LATER KNOWN AS THE KNICKERBOCKER
BASE BALL CLUB, WROTE DOWN ITS VERSION OF THE
RULES UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A BANK CLERK BY
THE NAME OF ALEXANDER CARTWRIGHT.

AT THE SAME TIME, IRONICALLY, COOPERSTOWN,

NEW YORK--THE FUTURE HOME OF THE NATIONAL
BASEBALL HALL OF FAME AND MODERN BASEBALL’'S
MYTHICAL EDEN--BANNED THE PLAYING OF BASEBALL
IN THE STREETS. VIOLATORS WERE FINED ONE DOLLAR.

A DOLLAR!?

IF ANYONE CAN
BE SAID TO
HAVE INVENTED
THE GAME AS
WE KNOW 1T,
CARTWRIGHT
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BASEBALL IS DIFFERENT

FROM OTHER SPORTS.
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BASEBALL IS ALSO A
SPORT OF MYTHS: THE

BABE'S CALLED SHOT...

THERE'S NO CLOCK. THE

DEFENSE HAS THE BALL, THE FIELD IS DIVIDED
AND YOU CAN'T TAKE INTO TWO PARTS, ONE WITH

IT AWAY.

SPECIFIED DIMENSIONS
BUT THE OTHER BASICALLY
ANY SIZE A TEAM WANTS.

THE BALL DOESN'T SCORE. |
ONLY PLAYERS DO. ;

2

THE CUBS' DECADES
OF SUFFERING UNDER
THE CURSE OF THE
BILLY GOAT...

NEVER HAPPENED.

7 B

OTHER GAMES ARE SYMMETRICAL,
MOVING BACK AND FORTH ACROSS
THE FIELD; BASEBALL MOVES ONLY
ONE WAY, ALWAYS COMPLETING

A CIRCLE THAT BEGINS AND ENDS
WITH HOME.

THE CURSE OF THE ...AND OF COURSE ABNER
BABE THAT PLAGUED THE DOUBLEDAY’S INVENTION
RED SOX UNTIL 2004... OF THE GAME IN ELIHU

PHINNEY’S COW PASTURE §&

IN COOPERSTOWN,
NEW YORK, IN 1839.
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BAT-AND-BALL GAMES ARE
MENTIONED IN SOURCES FROM
HUNDREDS OF YEARS BEFORE
DOUBLEDAY IS SUPPOSED

TO HAVE TAKEN OVER ELIHU
PHINNEY’S COW PASTURE. EVEN
JANE AUSTEN MENTIONS “BASE
BALL” IN ONE OF HER NOVELS.

OB s " A —

OVERRUNNETH
NOT THE BAG,
PRUDENCE!

*AN ELEVENTH-CENTURY
SURVEY OF ENGLISH TOWNS
AND POPULATIONS.

THROUGHOUT THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, THERE

ARE MENTIONS OF “BASE” AND “BASE-BALL” IN P
VARIOUS ENGLISH SOURCES. EVEN REVOLUTIONARY
WAR SOLDIERS PLAYED “BASE” WHILE TRAINING

AT VALLEY FORGE. THEN THERE ARE ROUNDERS,
TOWN BALL, AND SO ON.






