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Chapter 1
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Nocto, the ghost, opened his book cupboard.
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He pulled out two books and blew the dust off them.
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“These are just what I need for Squibbly,” he said.
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Squibbly was asleep, as usual.
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Nocto was angry. He turned off the tape player.
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“It’s time you did some homework,” he said. “You need to improve your howling, shrieking and moaning!”
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“If you want to be a scary ghost, you have to practise.”
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“Do you remember the Ghost Docs’ song?”
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“First I want you to do some howling,” he told Squibbly. “I’ll come back in an hour to test you!”
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Squibbly opened one of the books. He looked for the easiest howl.
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None of them looked very easy. But he chose one and started to howl.
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Then Squibbly had a brilliant idea.
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He looked through his tapes.
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He found one that was blank.
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He put it in the tape player.
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He pressed the record button.
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Then he went back to his howling.
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Chapter 2
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Nocto was busy polishing the ghost scooter.
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He could hear Squibbly moaning and howling.
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“He’s not trying very hard,” thought Nocto.
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He stopped polishing and went into the attic.
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He wasn’t very pleased with what he saw.
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Squibbly had recorded his own howls. Now he was playing back the tape while he had another sleep.
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Nocto turned off the tape player. Squibbly woke up with a start.
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He was just about to give Squibbly a good talking to when …
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“It’s my Ghostfax!” said Nocto. “Now where did I put it?” Nocto was always losing things.
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He went through all the pockets of his ghostsuit. He looked in things.
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He looked under things.
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At last he found it.

The Ghostfax was already printing a message.
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“This is just the job for you, Squibbly!” said Nocto.
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“You can try out your shrieking and moaning.”
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“Now go and pack your toothbrush and I’ll take you there on the scooter,” said Nocto.

[image: images]

Squibbly slipped the tape player into his bag when Nocto wasn’t looking.
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Nocto started the scooter and they sped off to Slimymoor School.
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Chapter 3
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It was midnight and Slimymoor School was quiet and empty.
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Nocto stopped the scooter at the front door.

“The school is empty at night,” said Nocto. “You will have to do some daytime haunting.”
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“No one will be able to see you in daylight,” said Nocto. “But you can be as noisy as you want.”
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Nocto gave Squibbly his alarm clock. “Set it for midday,” he said. “Then get up and moan, shriek and howl. I’ll come back tomorrow night to see how you’ve got on.”
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Squibbly slipped into the school through an open window.
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He had a good snoop around.

[image: images]

[image: images]

In one room he had fun with the pencil sharpener.
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In another room he found kitchen things.
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In another room he found an interesting display.
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Then Squibbly yawned. He was feeling sleepy.
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He found a dark corridor …
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… with a dark cupboard …
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… which had a dark corner, where he curled up to sleep.

[image: images]

Squibbly had forgotten to set the alarm clock. He slept soundly all the next day.

He didn’t hear the children arrive at school.
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He didn’t hear the teacher moaning.
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He didn’t hear the dinner ladies shrieking.
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He didn’t hear the head teacher howling.
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He didn’t hear the children go home.
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Then, when everything was quiet again, Squibbly’s dark corner moved. Squibbly woke up with a start.
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Chapter 4
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Squibbly had gone to sleep in a bucket. Now Mrs Twiste and Mrs Twirll, the cleaning ladies, had arrived. They picked up their mops and buckets.
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Squibbly saw the time had come to do some haunting.
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But he didn’t have much luck.

First of all, a damp, smelly cloth was dumped on his head.
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Then the bucket was filled up with water.

Squibbly didn’t want a shower.
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He didn’t want a shampoo either.

Then he was mopped on to the floor. Squibbly broke into pieces. Squibbly was a mess.
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The cleaning ladies began tidying up.
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Bits of Squibbly ended up in the bin.
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