
THE PLANT DETECTIVES

By Lisa Cordeiro

––––––––

[image: image]


Table of Contents

Title Page

The Plant Detectives

Acknowledgments

The Plant Detectives

Chapter One: The Plant Detectives

Chapter Two: The Neighbor

Chapter Three: Wiggly Helpers

Chapter Four: The Flowers Bloom

Chapter Five: Birthday Flowers

Chapter Six: The Enemy Arrives

Chapter Seven: A Visitor

Chapter Eight: The Plant Swap

Chapter Nine: The Veggies Grow

Chapter Ten: The Feast

About the Author

Other Books by the Author

THE PLANT DETECTIVES

Copyright 2014 Lisa Cordeiro

Cover by Lisa Cordeiro

Edited by Sigrid Macdonald

––––––––

The right of Lisa Cordeiro to be identified as author of this Work has been asserted by her in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in retrieval system, copied in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise transmitted without written permission from the publisher. You must not circulate this book in any format.

This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be resold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please do so through your retailer’s “lend” function. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return it and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

To obtain permission to excerpt portions of the text, please contact the author at lisatcordeiro@gmail.com. 

All characters in this book are fiction and figments of the author’s imagination. 

Find out more about the author and upcoming books online at lisacordeiro.com, facebook.com/lisacord, or @lisacord.

Acknowledgments

The Plant Detectives

Chapter One: The Plant Detectives

Chapter Two: The Neighbor

Chapter Three: Wiggly Helpers

Chapter Four: The Flowers Bloom

Chapter Five: Birthday Flowers

Chapter Six: The Enemy Arrives

Chapter Seven: A Visitor

Chapter Eight: The Plant Swap

Chapter Nine: The Veggies Grow

Chapter Ten: The Feast

About the Author

Other Books by the Author

Acknowledgments 

I’d like to thank my children for inspiring me to write children’s books. Sometimes they stir my imagination by their words and actions. I watch them interact in the world and then think “what if?” Other times, I invent stories to entertain them and they listen to my tales. My daughter has had to endure stories about my pirate adventures for years, which started out as an explanation for a scar on my arm.

Special thanks to my niece Amber for catching a typo (and giggling about it) and telling me she loved everything about the book. 

And as always, thanks to my husband, parents, and siblings for their encouragement and support. 

The Plant Detectives

Lisa Cordeiro

Cat is excited about a move to their new house, but her brother Mark rarely leaves his room. He didn’t want to move and has no interest in the neighborhood. When the snow melts, she wonders what the plants are that grow in their garden. She becomes a “plant detective” to uncover the colorful new flowers that emerge. Her neighbor David helps and offers tips to grow her own plants. 

Will Mark come around to join Cat and David on their adventures detecting flowers, going to plant swaps, and stopping the invaders from taking over the garden?

Chapter One: The Plant Detectives
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“Mark, look at the new plants growing!” Cat skipped ahead as they reached their new house.

The winter snow had melted and green growth now poked through the ground. 

Her older brother took his time, but peeked over. “Big deal. They’re just plants,” he said. He opened the front door and dumped his backpack in the mud room.

“Where are you going?” 

“To my room.”

“You haven’t left your room since we moved here. We’re still in Massachusetts, just two towns away. We’ve been here three weeks!” she said. 

“Because I wish we never moved.” 

“We had to,” Cat said. “Mom and Dad said we couldn’t share a room as we got older and we needed an extra bedroom. I’m turning seven in two months! Aren’t you glad you have your own room?”

“It doesn’t mean I have to like this house.” He skulked up the stairs.

Cat stared after him wondering why he hated this house so much. She loved it. Was it because he missed his friends? His old school? She closed the front door and walked into the garden to get a closer look at the plants. She peered down at the tiny green shoots poking through the soil and wondered what they’d grow into.

A few days later, Cat pointed out purple at the top of the green shoots. “Look, there’s some purple coming up. Do you think they’re flowers?”

“I have no idea,” Mark answered. “What do I look like—a plant detective?”

Cat giggled. “Yeah. Let’s be plant detectives. We can figure out what they are.”

“Sounds b-o-r-i-n-g.”

She put her hand on her hips. “It’s better than staying in your room all day.” 

In a few more days, green buds had sprouted in other sections of the garden. The purple parts of the plant sprung up and spread out. Some yellow poked through the middle of the ones that had opened up. 

“I think it’s a flower!” Cat said. “What kind do you think?” 

“I have no idea,” Mark said. 

When they went inside, Mark saw his mother’s book on gardening on the coffee table. “You can probably find out what kind of flower it is in here.” He flipped through the pages while Cat peered over his shoulder.

“Here it is!” Cat said. 

“A crocus,” he said. “It blooms in early spring.”

“Is it spring?”

“Not technically,” Mark said. “Tomorrow’s the first day of spring.”

“Ooh,” Cat said. “I wonder what else will grow here. I heard the lady who we bought the house from say there will be many surprises popping up this spring.”

Chapter Two: The Neighbor
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Cat explored the back yard every day after school while Mark went up to his room and played video games on a tablet. But they still walked to and from school together every day. When they reached their house after school, Cat saw fuzzy gray puffs growing on the branches of a tree in front of Mark’s room. 

She touched one. “Oh, this feels so soft,” she said. “What is it?”

“That’s a pussy willow tree.” They turned to see David, a boy who lived next door, standing on the sidewalk. He was eleven, two years older than Mark, and had light brown hair. They’d only seen him a few times as a white fence separated their back yards. “I learned a lot about plants from the lady who used to live here. She was out here almost every day. If you have questions, just ask.”

“What are these tiny yellow flowers?” Cat asked.

“That’s forsythia.” 

“They’re pretty.” 

Next week, Cat said, “Look – daffy-dills!”

“They’re daff-o-dills,” Mark said. “Daffy means weird. You know, like you.” 

Cat shot him a look before turning to David, who was raking in his front yard. 

“Why are you raking dirt?” she asked him.

“I’m spreading compost.” 

“What’s that?”

“It looks like dirt, but it’s full of nutrients that plants love.”

“Where did you get it?”

“You can buy it at the store, or make your own. This is a composter.”

They looked at a black object that looked like a barrel.

Mark raised his eyebrows at Cat, but she ignored him.

“How do you do it?” she asked.

“You need to add two things for compost—green parts and brown parts. Green includes fruit and vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, green leaves, and grass clippings. Brown includes and brown includes dry, brown leaves and grass, twigs, sawdust, shredded newspaper, and even dryer lint.

“That’s all you have to do?” Cat asked.

“You should turn it with a pitchfork or something to help the stuff to break down quicker. In a few months, you’ll start to see brown stuff that looks like dirt. That’s compost.”

“What do you do with it then?” Mark asked. 

“Add it to the grass, plants, or trees.” David stood up straight. “Wait. Stay right here. I want to show you something.” 

Cat tilted her head and her ponytail flopped to the side as she watched David walk to his house and wondered what he’d bring out.
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