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A Note from Melissa


If this is your first introduction to the Bradens, please note that this is a flirt not a full-length novel. Love at Last follows Cal Hayden and Rachel Gray, friends of the Bradens, and also features several of the Colorado Bradens. Love at Last is a great way to get to know the Braden family, and then you can go back and read each of their love stories. Like all Love in Bloom books, flirts are written to stand alone, so jump right in and enjoy the fun, sexy, and emotional ride.

What is a Flirt?

The Love in Bloom big-family romance world has become so widely enjoyed, I have been asked by thousands of readers to write the stories of our beloved side characters. While I couldn’t possibly fit in writing full-length novels for each of them while maintaining my normal publication schedule, I’ve created flirts. Flirts vary in length, and cover twenty-four to forty-eight hours of two side characters’ lives on their path to their happily ever after, while also updating readers about their favorite main characters. I hope you love these quick, fun, sexy stories as much as I enjoy writing them.

If this is your first Love in Bloom story, then you have a whole series of loyal, sexy, and wickedly naughty heroes and smart, sassy heroines to catch up with. The characters from each family series within the Love in Bloom world cross into other family series and make appearances in future books so you never miss an engagement, wedding, or birth.

Start reading the Love in Bloom big-family romance collection FREE with Sisters in Love, the story that started the sensation, the very first of the Love in Bloom books.

www.Melissafoster.com/LIBFree

Visit my website for family trees, reading order, and publication schedules.

www.Melissafoster.com/RG

Sign up for my newsletter to keep up to date with new releases, sales, and events.

www.MelissaFoster.com/Newsletter

Be sure to check out my online bookstore for pre-orders, early releases, bundles, and exclusive discounts on ebooks, print, and audiobooks. Ebooks can be sent to the e-reader of your choice and audiobooks can be listened to on the free and easy-to-use BookFunnel app. Shop my store: shop.​melissa​foster.​com

Thanks for reading!

Melissa
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Chapter One


“THREE GIRLS WALK into a diner. One’s recently married and the happiest she’s ever been, one’s pregnant and ready to pop, and one’s lusting after a man who has no clue she fantasizes about his big—”

“Stop!” Rachel Gray slapped her hand over her friend Emily’s mouth as they neared the town diner. Emily had recently returned from Italy, where she’d married her long-time fiancé, Dae Bray, and her sister-in-law Callie was eight and a half months pregnant. They were two of Rachel’s closest friends and they were living their dreams, while Rachel crushed on a man who had been flirting shamelessly with her, toying with her emotions. It was so different from the gentleman she knew him to be, it made for a roller coaster of emotions every time she saw him. The fact that he’d never asked her out only amped up her frustration, which was why she’d made up her mind the last time she’d seen him that she was done letting Cal Hayden get under her skin.

Or at least she was trying to be done.

“Do not go there,” she said to Emily. “And for Pete’s sake, please don’t say a word about that in front of Margie.”

Margie Holmes had worked at the diner forever. She was the eyes and ears of Trusty, Colorado, their quaint hometown, and Rachel would like to stay out of her gossip web, thank you very much.

“If you think Margie’s gossip tentacles don’t stretch far and wide, you are wrong.” Callie patted her burgeoning belly and said, “Margie knew I was pregnant before Wes and I did.”

Rachel laughed as she opened the door for the girls to pass through. Today was the Trusty Spring Festival, one of the biggest events of the year. Most of the shops had closed for the event, including Rachel’s hair salon, but the diner remained open. Residents liked to joke that it was Margie’s way of keeping tabs on them.

“Hot cowboy alert,” Emily whispered as she passed through.

Rachel followed them in and stopped cold at the sight of the most perfect Levi’s-clad butt she’d ever seen. She’d know that sculpted perfection anywhere. Heat chased up her spine as she took in the strong lines of Cal Hayden’s trim waist and the way the soft white cotton stretched across his broad shoulders and back as he leaned over the counter chatting with Margie. Cal was one of the most sought-after horse trainers in the area, and he was six-plus feet of pure Rachel-wrecking virility.

He turned and, sweet baby Jesus, his black Stetson shaded his cerulean-blue eyes, which reached right into her chest and stroked her heart. Yes, her heart, because despite his flirting-on-steroids nonsense of late, he was the epitome of a gentleman. There were lots of hot guys around, cowboys even, but single gentlemen who looked beyond a woman’s figure, who knew the importance of family, and who could dance like Fred Astaire? Not in her small hometown. Cal was one in a million.

He leaned to the side, revealing Li’l Hal Braden sitting on the counter, safely nestled in the circle of his arm, and she melted right there on the spot. Li’l Hal was just shy of a year and a half, with a mop of dark hair like his parents, Emily’s cousin Rex and Rex’s wife, Jade. Yes, Li’l Hal was cuter than a litter of kittens, and seeing all that cuteness wrapped up in Cal’s hotness sent Rachel’s hormones into overdrive.

So much for resisting Cal Hayden.

“Hey there, darlin’,” he said with a rich drawl as a slow smile spread across his too-handsome face. “You going to come in and join us, or stare at my butt all day long?”

“I was looking at the baby,” she protested as she stepped inside.

“Yeah, the baby,” Emily mumbled.

“Mm-hm, it’s all about the baby,” Callie said with a laugh.

“How’s it going, girls?” Margie asked from behind the counter. “Go ahead and take a seat. I’ll be right over.” She winked at Rachel and said, “You might want the booth by the window. Great view of the counter from there.”

Ohmygod.

Cal’s lips tipped up in a cocky smile. Rachel tried to keep from blushing, but she could feel her cheeks burning.

“I’ve got it. I want to get off my feet anyway.” Callie went to claim the booth.

“Look at what you started,” Rachel whispered sharply to Cal as Emily reached for Li’l Hal.

He leaned in and spoke in a husky voice, just loud enough for her ears only. “Did you like what you saw? Because I sure do.” His eyes darkened, and he added, “Be sure to save me a dance at the festival, darlin’.”

Her stomach somersaulted.

Before she could respond, Emily asked, “Why do you have my adorable nephew?” She bounced the little one on her hip, earning sweet baby giggles.

Cal rose to his full height, bringing every delicious inch of him into focus. “Rex is at the festival, and Jade’s morning sickness was bad this morning. I offered to watch him for a few hours.”

“Did you hear that, Rachel?” Emily said sassily. “Cal likes babies.”

Rachel rolled her eyes, opening her mouth to deny that she cared, but Cal was watching her like a hawk, and her ability to respond flitted away. Oh, how she hated that! She was not a mousy girl who withered at the sight of a hot man! Just a woman who had fallen so hard for one it bordered on ridiculous.

“I like things that come in small packages,” Cal said with a lift of his brow.

The door to the diner opened, and the brisk air snapped Rachel’s lust-addled brain into gear again. Okay, big boy, that was a direct hit. Rachel was barely five feet tall. It was time for that cowboy to ride or get out of the stable.

“Funny, I prefer big packages,” she said with enough snark to cause the man sitting at the other end of the counter to mumble, “Damn.”

Cal’s eyes smoldered, and she felt the heat follow her all the way to the booth. She sat across from Callie, her back to Cal, and whispered, “I can’t believe I said that!”

Callie tucked her dark hair behind her ear and said, “I can’t believe you two are still dancing around each other.”

Rachel turned and stole a glance at Emily, who was handing the baby back to Cal. Heck if seeing that baby snuggled up against him didn’t send her insides into another wild flurry. She turned around and inhaled deeply, needing a distraction. “So, Wes is riding in the rodeo at the festival? Are you excited to watch him?”

“Yes, but even after all this time it still makes me nervous.” Callie hadn’t even ridden a horse before meeting Wes, and while he was a thrill seeker, she was a demure librarian who preferred fairy tales to danger.

Emily slid into the booth beside Callie, and half a second later, Cal placed a high chair at the table catty-corner from them and settled Li’l Hal into it. Rachel had just started to calm down, and his close proximity made her
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