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Listen to what Jesus said about the rich
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Luke 6:24-25, Jesus said:

“Woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.

“Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.”

And here is another one:

Mark 8:36, Jesus said:

“For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  
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The truth is there is nothing evil about money
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Neither is making a lot of money evil, nor getting to own up all the money in the world.  

Money is man-made means to attain life in the KINGDOM OF MAN, what Jesus is the God-given means to attain life in the KINGDOM OF GOD.

It is hard to live our life in this world without money.  

Money is like a kitchen knife: It is hard to cut meat without using a knife.  

There is nothing evil about the kitchen knife.  

There, too, is nothing evil about having many kitchen knives when you have a lot of meat to cut.

Neither about getting to own up all the kitchen knives in the world when you have all the meat in the world to cut.

However, when you already start using that kitchen knife, not anymore to cut meat but to take human lives, that very same knife used as a “tool for the kitchen” has now become a “tool for crime.”  

Still, the evil rests not in that inanimate thing called “kitchen knife,” more than in the holder of the knife.

In parallel, where is evil in money which you will need for your basic necessities in life?  

And where is evil, too, in trying to make a lot of money which you will use to help out those who have been left behind in the race of life? 

Or to even own up the whole world when you have the whole human race of God to provide with everything they need to be able to live with honor and dignity as human beings for the glory of God?  

However, when you already start using that money, not anymore to bring life to everyone but to give glory to yourself, that very same money used as a “tool for everyone’s life” has now become a “tool for everyone’s demise.”  

And the more money you amass, the greater the suffering and deprivation you shall bring to the world.

Still the evil rests not in that inanimate thing called “money,” more than in the holder of the money. 
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It is for the most selfish intent in the use of money that makes the rich detestable to God
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This most selfish intent in the use of money is exemplified by Jesus in his “PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL.”

Here is the PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL.

Luke 12:16-21, Jesus said:

“There was a wealthy man whose land yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have sufficient space to store my crops?’ 

Then he said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, where I will store my grain and other produce, and I shall say to myself, “Now you have an abundance of goods stored up for many years to come. Relax, eat, drink, and be merry.” ’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be required of you. And who then will get to enjoy the fruit of your labors?’ 

“THAT IS HOW IT WILL BE FOR THE ONE WHO STORES UP TREASURE FOR HIMSELF YET FAILS TO BECOME RICH IN THE SIGHT OF GOD.”  
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In contrast, see how in the PARABLE OF THE SHREWD MANAGER, Jesus exemplified the right use of one’s worldly wealth
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Here is the PARABLE OF THE SHREWD MANAGER.

Luke 16:1-13

“There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’

“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’

“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’

“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 

“I TELL YOU, USE WORLDLY WEALTH TO GAIN FRIENDS FOR YOURSELVES, SO THAT WHEN IT IS GONE, YOU WILL BE WELCOMED INTO ETERNAL DWELLINGS.”  
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The perfect example of how to use wealth is “GOD HIMSELF”
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God is the wealthiest person in the world.  He owns the whole world.  

And yet, there is nothing he owns that we also do not own.  

He shared everything he has with us.

Just look at this paradise called earth that he made for us.  Very wonderful, indeed, yes?  So wonderful that even how deprived one may be, just breathing alone is already a glee.

And when the evil among us turned this paradise into hell for the many among us, God even sent his only begotten Son, not to destroy the world, but to bring life to the world, and have it to the full.

And as if that is not yet enough, he is also sharing his kingdom in heaven in the age to come with all the deserving ones.

For all these blessings that God has been showering us, God is asking for only one thing: “That we love one another as one brother and sister in God.” 
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Must the rich people sell all their possessions and give to the poor to get eternal life as what Jesus told the RICH YOUNG MAN?
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This is what Jesus told the rich young man who wanted to get eternal life:

Matthew 19:16-22

“If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

WHEN THE YOUNG MAN HEARD THIS, HE WENT AWAY SAD, BECAUSE HE HAD GREAT WEALTH.

In this story of the rich young man, Jesus was simply testing the man if he could afford to give up all his possessions in exchange for getting eternal life.

Unfortunately, the man could not, because he had great wealth.  

He was so attached to his great wealth that he would rather sacrifice all the riches in heaven than forgo a life devoid of all the worldly pleasures that his great wealth could give.

The rich young man’s attitude is but typical of most of the rich people that our world presently has?  

In general, Jesus was not really after all the rich people in the world giving away all their possessions to the poor just so they may win the approval of God.

Rather, what was Jesus really after is for all the rich people to stop glorifying money to the deprivation of the many in the world.

With the stoppage of the glorification of money by everyone in the world comes the stoppage of the poverty and oppression in the world.

To Jesus, glorification of money is a condemnation of God.

Matthew 6:24, Jesus said:

“No one can serve two masters; for he will either hate one and love the other, or he will be loyal to the first and look down on the second.  You cannot at the same time serve God and money.”

Jesus exhorts everyone to store up for themselves TREASURE IN HEAVEN, not TREASURE ON EARTH.

Getting rich to gratify oneself is storing up for oneself TREASURE ON EARTH, while getting rich to liberate the poor is storing up for oneself TREASURE IN HEAVEN.

Luke 12:32-33, Jesus said:

“So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom.

“Sell your possessions and give to those in need. THIS WILL STORE UP TREASURE FOR YOU IN HEAVEN!

“And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it.”

All the rich people in the world who glorifies money can never merit the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 19:23-24, Jesus said:

“Truly I say to you: It will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Yes, believe me: It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
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