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            Number Ten

          

          Back Up Your Work

        

      

    

    
      Save a copy on a cloud service.

      Save a copy on your computer.

      Email a copy to yourself.

      Whatever you do, make sure you have your work in more than one place.
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            Number Nine

          

          Take Your Writing Seriously

        

      

    

    
      Until you take your writing seriously, no one else will.

      Block out time to write and don’t feel guilty for it.

      There are worse things in life you could be spending your time doing.
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            Number Eight

          

          Set Small Goals

        

      

    

    
      I don’t know what it is with writers and setting goals that are difficult to attain, but in my experience it’s not going to work out in the long-term; and you want something that’s going to work for the long-term because writing a book takes a long time.

      So, set small goals, goals that you can achieve every single day, such as:

      
        
          	
        Write for fifteen minutes.
      

      	
        Write two paragraphs.
      

      	
        Write (if you have to set a word count) five hundred words.
      

      

      

      Obviously, you’re allowed to exceed that threshold. In fact, it’s highly desirable if you do, but by setting your initial goal as something small, you’ve made it more attainable to achieve. And once you’ve achieved your goal, you’ll be filled with a sense of accomplishment and therefore be more motivated to write even more.

      Start small.

      Get that sense of accomplishment.

      Use that energy to keep you going.
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            Number Seven

          

          Write What You Want To Read

        

      

    

    
      You’re going to be working on your story for a very, very long time.

      You’re also going to be reading your story more times than any other book in your life - except maybe the other stories you write.

      Write a story that means something to you.

      Write a story you’re not going to get bored of.

      Write a story you can stick by through the highs and the lows.
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