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Lula McLean lived in Manassas, Virginia, on a plantation overlooking Bull Run Creek in a peaceful countryside dotted with cedars and pines.
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She lived with her mother, father, sisters, brother, and a rag doll Mama made for her.

They grew wheat, corn, and oats.

Lula loved making candy out of sorghum molasses, learning her lessons in the peach orchard, and playing with her rag doll.

When Lula was four years old, her life changed forever.
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On April 12, 1861, soldiers under the command of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard fired on Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina. Major Robert Anderson, who now commanded Fort Sumter, was General Beauregard’s former teacher from West Point.

After thirty-four hours of nonstop bombardment, Major Anderson surrendered. The Civil War had begun.

The Civil War was fought between twenty-three states in the North, known as the Union, and thirteen states in the South, known as the Confederacy.

One of the main disagreements the Union and Confederacy had was over slavery. The North wanted to abolish it. The South wanted to preserve its way of life. When the South decided to leave the United States and form a new nation, war began.
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In July 1861, General Beauregard and his forces arrived in Manassas, Virginia, where Lula and her family lived. General Beauregard wanted the McLean home as his headquarters.

Lula’s father, Wilmer McLean, agreed to help the general.

When Lula looked out on her front lawn, she saw miles of men dressed in gray under the maple and hickory trees.
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The peaceful fields where cattle once grazed became littered with trenches, tents, and cannon. The stone barn was turned into a hospital.

Lula and her seven year-old brother, Wilmer Jr., helped feed the camps of the First, Eleventh, and Seventeenth regiments with a wagon loaded with pails of fresh buttermilk, baskets of bread, dozens of eggs, and a smoked hog.
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On July 21, 1861, a Union cannonball tore through the McLean kitchen. It exploded in a pot of stew that was supposed to be General Beauregard’s lunch. Nobody was hurt.

That summer, Union and Confederate forces fought the first major battle of the Civil War, which became known as the Battle of Bull Run in the North and Manassas in the South.
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Lula’s father worried about his family. With the armies fighting practically on his front lawn, he decided to move far away from the battle.

The McLeans left Manassas and moved to a smaller house in a tiny village called Appomattox Court House, 143 miles to the south.

Lula missed the plantation on the knoll amid the pasture lands.


Union forces blockaded the South’s ports to prevent staples like salt, soap, and medicine from getting through. During the war, Lula and her family used raspberry leaves to make tea and burnt corn to make coffee.

Mama gave birth to Nannie. Lula let her new baby sister play with her rag doll.
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For three bloody days in July 1863, more than fifty-one thousand men were killed, wounded, or
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