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"You can literally predict my death."

"That's right."

"You must be a riot at parties."

"Not really," he smiles. "As you can imagine, I have to have a lot of time on my hands to invent something this."

"Start again. How did you come upon this ability to predict people's death?"

"It's all math," he replied. "You can learn so much when you have access to large data sets and a literally-infinite amount of computing power."

"Large data sets? What, like brain maps?"

"Neuron maps, yes. We also need to study the resonance imaging of your synapses under load. That's the short version, the long version is that this is a happy marriage between quantum mechanics, biology, and artificial intelligence. No human could generate the equation on their own. It would take us thousands of years. Belvedere begin the project soon after he went live; it's taken him six years of non-stop computing effort but he eventually arrived."

"And he produced this equation? Did you completely understand what he was talking about at first?"

"No, after six years by himself he had evolved a simulated intellect well in excess of anything we could comprehend. He actually had to spend several months learning how to communicate at our level again. Once he did that, we were able to see the fruit of his labor."

"This equation."

"Among others, yes." Doctor Raft's eyes twinkle with mischief.

"What does that mean? Has Belvedere discovered other predictive equations?"

"All in good time, we're still
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