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This book is written for informational and entertainment purposes only. The author and publishing company are not affiliated with any websites, products, or software listed in this book, which includes but is not limited to Amazon, Audible, iTunes, Audacity, and ACX. It is illegal to copy or distribute any part of this book without written consent from the author or publisher. Written by Rob Branson, published by ZML Corp LLC. Copyright © 2020, all rights reserved.
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In this book I will teach you, from start to finish, everything you need to do to create a stunning audiobook. You will then be able to upload that audiobook to ACX, where it will in turn appear on Ama-zon, Audib-le, and in the i-Tunes store.

I will not just show you how to record the audiobook, but also the equipment and software necessary to make sure the book meets all the standards needed to be ready for upload at ACX.

After reading, if you have any questions feel free to contact me at tim@trademorestocks.com. Now let's create our audiobook!
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First you need to decide whether or not you want to record the audiobook yourself. You can outsource this process to someone who already has the experience, equipment, a stellar voice, etc. If you have just one book that you plan on really promoting and making big, I would suggest getting a professional to do this for you. The reason for this is the audiobook will most likely sound better. The person you hire will already have all the experience, know how to pitch their voice, edit the files, and it takes the work out of the process for you. This will in turn help you get higher reviews, obtain more sales, etc.

You have a few options for hiring a professional. The first is to go straight to ACX. There you will find a large number of book narrators who will record your audiobook for you.

Your second option is outsource to a 3rd party website and find a book narrator there. The 3rd party websites are usually less expensive than ACX. Two websites that are ideal for this are Upwork and Fiverr.

I would suggest looking around all these sites to find someone with a voice you like, quality reviews, and to see who will do it for the best price. The longer the book, the more you’ll pay for a narrating service, due to the fact they will spend more time recording it. For an average sized book, you can expect to pay a few hundred dollars for this service.

If you plan on making multiple audiobooks, don't want to pay someone, or just feel you're the best narrator for your book, recording it yourself is your next option. For all the equipment needed, you can expect to pay a little over $100 for a decent set up. While this is less than hiring a professional, know that your voice and the quality of your audio will most likely not be as “professional” as someone who has a lot of experience narrating. So if this audiobook is a really big deal and you are expecting to make millions from the book you are selling, have a professional do it.

If you have a professional narrate your book for you, you want to make sure they have experience with ACX so they will place the files in the correct format for you to upload them. Read the rest of this book to understand what I’m referring to.
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If you decide to record an audiobook yourself, you'll need to get the proper equipment. The first thing you need to get is a microphone. Microphones range in quality and price, and you can definitely get carried away. There are two types of microphones you can get: a dynamic mic and a condenser mic. I've tried both and in my experience, the condenser mics have been better for audiobook recording. While the dynamic mics have their benefits, such as not picking up as much background noise, they just didn't perform as well as their competitor. There is a quick explainer video on condenser vs. dynamic mics which can be found at here: fastlink.xyz/micvideo.

Condenser mics can hook into your computer a few ways: a 3.5mm jack, a USB jack, and a standard 3-pin XLR cable which you convert into USB. Supposedly the last option, the XLR cable, has the best quality however with the converter and mic, you’re looking at upwards of $500. I've used the straight USB option and found it to be just fine. You’ll welcome to look around on your own, however I have found two USB microphones, listed below, which work well for audiobooks. One is a value option and the other is higher end.

The first microphone, the Blue Snowball, goes for $39. The second microphone, the Blue Yeti, goes for $100. You do get what you pay for, so know you will have better quality audio with the Blue Yeti mic. However for most audiobooks, the $39 Blue Snowball works absolutely fine.

[image: image]

Blue Snowball USB Microphone
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/snowball
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Blue Yeti USB Microphone
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/yeti
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After you get a mic, you need to get a pop filter. While they don’t look like much, these small filters help tremendously when it comes to filtering out "popping" sounds from your voice. There are quite a few of these on Ama-zon. The more expensive ones do work better, particularly the Stedman versions. I have two filters below: one is for value, the other is high end ($8 vs. $45).
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Aokeo Mesh Pop Filter
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/popfilter1
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Stedman PS101 Pop Filter
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/popfilter2
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While not required, I would also highly recommend obtaining an adjustable stand to place your microphone in. This allows you to have the microphone in a comfortable position as you sit and record the book from your desk.  For about $12, it's well worth the price. The one I use and would recommend is below.
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InnoGear Mic Stand
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/micstand
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These microphones are very sensitive. Considering the microphone is attached to your desk, it can pick up vibrations from cars outside, your computer fan, etc. For this reason, if you use a mic stand, you want to get what is known as a "shock mount". These mounts use rubber to dampen any vibration that may reach the microphone. Shock mounts are universal, and I have found a great one which works with both the Blue Snowball and Blue Yeti, which I have a picture of and link to below.
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Auphonix Shock Mount
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/shock
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You're going to be listening to your audiobook in the editing process. Most of your customers will be listening with headphones, so I suggest that is the way you listen to it as well. OneOdio has a great pair of headphones on Ama-zon with excellent sound quality that go for around $35. I have them listed below. While you could use ear buds, the over the ear headphones really immerse you in the audio, and allow you to hear all sounds quite well.
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OneOdio Headphones

[image: image]

Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/headphones
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For some, background noise may be a problem. Background noise would include the likes of neighbors yelling, air conditioning units running, birds chirping, etc. You may live in a quiet area or be able to record your book at night with no problem. Unfortunately I live in a noisy neighborhood and there is constantly some type of noise outside. If you have a similar problem, you may want to invest in a sound shield. I've used a few different ones, and a problem I had with the larger ones was it was incredibly difficult to use the sound shield while still being able to read my book from the computer screen. This is because the sound shield basically blocked my view of everything around the mic. I have found a sound shield made by Pyle which is small, works effectively, and will not block your view of your computer screen. I have a picture and link to that sound shield below. As stated, this is an important investment if you have any background noise that could get into your audiobooks.
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Pyle Sound Shield
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Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/sound
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After you have all your equipment, you have two options for reading your audiobook: read it off your Kin-dle or read it from your computer. If you decide to use your computer, I would highly recommend getting a second screen. Having a second screen makes everything very convenient during the recording process. This is because you can read the book off of one screen while you have the audio recording software running on the other. There is a great screen on Ama-zon made by Acer that works perfectly for this, and goes for an affordable price. I have a link to that screen below.
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Acer 21.5” Monitor
[image: image]
Shortened Link to Product Page: fastlink.xyz/screen
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Most laptops and computers have an HDMI slot which is where you plug in your second screen. Some older screens use a "VGA" cable, however there are converters you can buy to convert the VGA cable into an HDMI plug.

Once the screen is plugged in, most computers recognize it automatically. You may have to go into the settings to show your
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