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      Cage: Covered vehicles, cars, trucks, etc.

      

      Colors: Tattoo of the club logo.

      

      Cut: Club leather vests with logos.

      

      Old lady: Wife of a club member.

      

      President: Head of the club, majority decision-maker.
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        I spent the first years of my life in silence, so I never thought I would crave it again. I live for the moments of solitude now and enjoy animals way more than people. My family says I’m introverted, and in many ways, they’re right. They will never understand how loud this world really is.

        I may not be deaf anymore, but I’m still treated differently, special, and fragile. Until he arrives in the dead of night and makes me feel alive again. When his world is crashing around him, I am the only one he seems to need to make his world right again. When the club disapproves of our relationship, I’m left with only one option, leave the ones holding me back behind because love waits for no one. They just need to remember…

        Even in your darkest hour, a Sparrow will always guide you home.
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      "Aspen," I turn away from the ultrasound machine I was staring at.

      "Yeah?" I rub my eyes, which are tired and strained from counting the number of vertebrae on the black-and-white screen.

      "Jeez, how many are in there?" Gretchen smiles as she walks over to me to take a closer look.

      "I can clearly see fourteen, but I'm not one hundred percent sure." I stand and stretch out my back.

      "Poor Pussy." I laugh at her joke and nod.

      "It's the biggest litter of kittens we've had to date, for sure. Did you need me?" My partner was out sick today, but thank God the weather was keeping people home.

      "Just to tell you, the last appointment just canceled. Oh, and by the way. He's back." She winks at me before leaving me standing in the room dumbfounded.

      "Are you serious?" I call after her a few moments later when my brain restarts.

      "He's been parked outside for the last half hour. You also got those delivered today." I glance at the flowers she points to and sigh.

      "This has got to stop. I realize he's grateful for me saving his partner, but no means no." I stomp over to the front doors and push it open.

      Officer Malachi Nassar has been the thorn in my side for weeks now. Every night, he’s parked outside my veterinary clinic. He follows me home and doesn’t leave until I turn off my lights.

      I’ve lost count of the number of flower deliveries I’ve gotten over the last eight weeks. I politely asked him to stop when he brought Foxy, his K9 partner, in to get her cast removed last week. To which he ever so politely ignored my request.

      This is starting to make me wonder if he’s got some type of stalker fetish, and every time I think of that, a shiver runs down my back. I groan because I should be disgusted, not turned on by that fact.

      No more romance novels for me.

      A strong gust of wind grabs ahold of it and slams it into the brick wall, shattering the glass and spraying me with sharp shards.

      "FUCK!" I scream above the howling wind of the thunderstorm pouring on me.

      I managed to block my face, but I could feel a couple of cuts from the glass.

      "ASPEN!" I heard him call my name and a loud bark a moment later.

      Great.

      I just gave him a reason to play hero.

      Gretchen is pulling on my arm to get me back inside when Malachi and Foxy reach us, hovering by the now broken glass door.

      "Clean her up. I'll call this in to get it fixed. " He takes control of the situation like his training demands, but this is my business.

      "No, you will get Foxy home and out of this storm. I will call my insurance and handle it. Why are you even here?" I snatch the gauze Gretchen appears with and whisper sorry so she knows It's not her that I'm mad at.

      "Aspen," I glare at his smooth, calm tone.

      "NO. Thank you for the flowers. Now leave, Officer Nassar." I snap and try to push him outside.

      "Foxy, stay. Excuse us a moment." The man grabs my hand, and

      drags me into one of the examination rooms, and slams the door close.

      I open my mouth to curse him out, but he's got me pinned up against it by my neck a moment later, and my panties go up in flames when I see the look in his eyes.

      Passion, possession, and pain.

      "Is it just me you have a problem with or any man that tries to show you interest? Are you incapable of letting someone take care of you?" The fucking audacity of this man.

      "Oh, it's just you. Clearly, you haven't gotten the point that I don't need to be cared for." He nods at my words, and I swallow hard.

      The motion makes the hand around my throat tighten for a second.

      I close my eyes and just enjoy the feeling of having him this close because I have to end this before it begins. We are all wrong for each other. No matter how attracted I am to him, we can not be together.

      "You aren't saying no. You're saying goodbye. Why?" I sigh and bite the inside of my cheek.

      How do I answer that? You're a cop, and I'm an MC princess? You're Iranian, and my family is healing from a situation in your motherland? No matter how I phrase it, he'll think I'm a racist bigot. So, I chose the national cop-out.

      "Listen, it's not you. No, really!" I protest when he rolls his eyes at me.

      It's such a carefree thing for his serious face to do that a small giggle slips from my lips.

      "Just one more kiss then." He moves his face closer to mine, which I didn't think was possible.

      "I want to remember your taste on my tongue." I gasp, and he moves in to plunder my mouth.

      I feel the tie on my scrub pants loosen, and I push him away.

      "You said one kiss!" I protest as my pants hang open in his hand.

      "I did, but I never said where." Malachi kneels and drags my scrubs and panties down my legs before lifting my leg over his shoulder and kissing my clit.

      "I did come here to ask you to dinner. I hope you don't mind me skipping to dessert."
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      “This is date number, what? Four? Have you put out yet?” I laugh around the rim of my margarita glass at Hannah’s nosy question.

      “A lady never kisses and tells,” I smirk as she looks around us in confusion.

      “Well, good thing, I don’t see any ladies around. Just us dirty hoes now spill.” I drain my glasses and signal the waiter to bring me another.

      “No, not since that mind-blowing orgasm in my office.” She frowns at me.

      “Why are you looking at me like that? It was fucking epic.” She narrows her eyes clearly in thought before finally answering me.

      “It’s just weird. The man sucks you off within an inch of your life and then hasn’t kissed you or touched you since. I’m starting to think he’s an eunuch.” I almost spill the brand-new drink the waiter is handing me when she drops that bombshell.

      “Jesus, Hannah.” I hiss and smile at Lacey as she slides in next to me.

      She snatches my drink and empties it in three big swallows.

      “Rough day?” Hannah asks as she slides her drink to her as well.

      Lacey nods and finishes that one, too. A loud whistle stops everyone in the restaurant as Hannah yells to our waiter, who’s across the room at the bar.

      “Better bring a pitcher and an extra glass!” I cover my face to hide it going bright red.

      My two best friends are equally embarrassing, but
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