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The Dark Hunter

Mr Daniel Blood is the Dark Hunter.

People call him to fight evil demons, vampires and ghosts.

Edgar and Mary help Mr Blood with his work.

The three hunters need to be strong and clever to survive...
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Chapter 1

Lord Gray

Mr Blood rang the doorbell at a large manor house. Edgar and Mary heard heavy footsteps. Slowly, the door was opened by an old servant.
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I am the Dark Hunter,” said Mr Blood. “We are here to see Lord Gray.”

“Follow me,” the man replied.

Lord Gray had written to Mr Blood and asked him to take his daughter on a journey.

The old man led them into a huge room. At the far end of the room stood a tall, thin man. He was staring up at a huge painting on the wall. Mary giggled. The man was staring at a painting of himself.
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“This is Mr Blood,” said the old man, and left the room.

Lord Gray asked his three guests to sit. “Thank you for coming,” he said. “I have a very important task for you. My step-daughter, Anna, is to be married to Lord Burkett.”

Lord Gray pointed to the corner of the room. Edgar saw a girl not much older than himself. She stood by the window, looking out.

“It has taken me years to find her a husband,” said Lord Gray. “We are lucky that we found anyone willing to marry her!”

“Willing to pay for me, you mean,” said the girl.

“Be quiet!” Lord Gray snapped. “Young women should be seen and not heard. I am glad to be rid of her at last.”

Mary gave Lord Gray a nasty look. Mr Blood said nothing but Edgar could tell that he was angry.
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“Lord Burkett’s castle is on the other side of the forest,” said Lord Gray. “The only way to get there is to follow the path through the trees and it is a three-day ride. I would take her myself but I do not like long trips. Also, I hear that you are able to guard against… things of the night.”

Mary and Edgar looked at each other. Now they knew why Lord Gray had written to Mr Blood.

“People say that spirits live in the forest,” said Lord Gray. “That’s all nonsense, of course. But Anna must reach Lord Burkett safely.”

“He won’t pay you until I get there,” said Anna.

“Be quiet, girl!” shouted Lord Gray.

Mr Blood stared at Lord Gray. He didn’t like the way Lord Gray treated Anna. “Will you take the job?” asked Lord Gray.

Mr Blood nodded his head.

“Good!” said Lord Gray. “You will leave in the morning. A new life for you, Anna!”

Anna turned and stared out of the window again.
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Chapter 2

Into the Forest

They set off at dawn. They rode along a narrow road for many hours. Late in the afternoon the road became a track and they entered the green gloom of a huge forest.
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Mr Blood rode at the front, followed by Edgar. Mary and Anna were at the back.

Edgar didn’t like the gloom of the forest but Anna looked much happier once they were riding through the trees.

“You must be glad to get away from Lord Gray,” said Mary.

Anna nodded. “All he thinks about is how to get his hands on more money.”

Edgar heard a rustle off to one side of the track.

“What was that?” he asked, nervously.

“Probably just a rabbit,” laughed Anna.

“Lord Gray would never let me come riding in the forest.” Anna told Mary. “But I love it here. Sometimes I would sneak off on my own.”
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Anna smiled. “When I was little I used to pretend there was a giant in the forest and that he was my friend. I felt safe in the forest because I knew my friend would protect me,” she said.

The rustling began again.

“Listen!” said Edgar. “There’s something out there.”

“It’s probably just the wind in the trees,” said Anna.

Edgar didn’t reply. He was wanted to say that there was no wind but he didn’t want the girls to think he was frightened.
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Suddenly, Mr Blood stopped. They all looked ahead. In front of them was a dead tree with a large hole in it. In the hole was what looked like a huge human face, carved out of wood. Edgar looked round at the girls. Anna had turned very pale.
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Edgar turned back to look at the carved head.

It blinked.

Suddenly, all four horses reared up, wild with terror. As their hooves came crashing back down, they bolted.
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Everyone clung on desperately. The horses galloped deeper and deeper into the forest. By the time the horses slowed down, Mr Blood and the children were completely lost.
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Chapter 3

Tor

The horses had stopped beside a pool. Edgar and Mary were pale and shaking and Mr Blood looked grim but Anna looked excited.

“There’s nothing to be happy about,” snapped Edgar. “We’re lost!”

“But this place is just so… exciting!” said Anna.

Mary giggled. She thought Anna was good fun.

The last light of the day was disappearing. They had no idea where they were or how to find the track again. Edgar couldn’t see why the two girls were so cheerful.
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“I suppose we’ll have to spend the night here,” said Edgar. Mr Blood agreed. Edgar tied up the horses and Mr Blood began making a shelter for the night.

“Let’s make a fire,” said Mary. She and Anna went to get dry wood.

Edgar walked to the edge of the pool. He stared into it and thought about the giant face they had seen back on the path. The face had been real and it had moved. The horses had seen it too.
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But Anna’s face had turned white before the face in the tree had blinked. That was strange. Edgar looked over at Anna. She was sitting by the fire laughing and talking to Mary. She didn’t seem afraid.
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“Food,” Mr Blood called out. Edgar walked over to the fire and sat down beside Mary. For a
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