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Why does the enemy want to come in?
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Why then does the enemy want to come through the proverbial ‘gates’ and into our lives, into our homes, into our cities and into our countries?

Let us understand that the devil wants us to abandon the path of God to walk the path of the wide gate, thus abandoning the Truth and the Way and Path of Life. He wants us to step out into disobedience and rebellion and onto the path of iniquity. Why? For then we move closer to the state of bewilderment of heart, the spiritual madness and the spiritual blindness.

Again, we need to remember John 10:10 which speaks about the enemy/thief (the devil) coming to steal, to destroy and to kill. The enemy, therefore, wants to enter our lives and “space” in order to cause division, strife, confusion, death and destruction. He was to enter in order to influence, and he can only do so when he has a legal right to be present in our lives, in our hearts, in our minds, in our homes and in our cities. He is the serpent - deceiving, sly, manipulative and arrogant. We are called to resist the devil, for if we don’t, he shall make his presence known to destroy us.

In order to understand the strategy of the serpent in greater depth, let us visit "Galatians 5 (KJV): 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."

Now, remember, as soon as we become subject to the bewilderment of heart, the spiritual madness and blindness because of disobedience (Deuteronomy 28), then the manifested signs of such a spiritual state in the works of the flesh. The Amplified Version states it as follows: 19 Now the practices of the sinful nature are clearly evident: they are sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of self-control), 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions [that promote heresies], 21 envy, drunkenness, riotous behavior, and other things like these.

So we see the works of the flesh are:

	adultery, sexual immorality, fornication

	uncleanness, impurity

	lasciviousness, sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of self-control)

	idolatry

	sorcery/ witchcraft

	hatred, hostility, variance, emulations, wrath

	strife

	seditions, heresies, disputes, dissensions, factions (that promote heresies),

	Envyings, jealousy

	fits of anger

	murder

	drunkenness, riotous behaviour, revellings


These are all manifested work, actions, behaviour and mindsets caused by the bewilderment of heart, spiritual blindness and madness. Whenever we speak of the work of the flesh, this speaks of the work of the world, thus of the enemy and thus it speaks of manifested acts and behaviour that is contrary to the work of the Holy Spirit.

The enemy wants us to operate in the flesh, and not the Spirit. The works of the flesh ultimately interfere with and hamper the work of the Spirit. Romans 8 says, “5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

The word manifests speaks about being clear or obvious to the eye or mind. Therefore, the devil wants to come into our lives and homes so that we eventually begin to move in the work of the flesh in such a manner that it is clear and obvious for the world to see. Again, such a work causes us not to walk and operate by the Spirit of the Lord. A believer walking by the Spirit is very dangerous to the kingdom of darkness, but not so walking by the flesh.

In other words, the devil wants us to display and act upon the work of the flesh, for then we are open and vulnerable to strife, anger, division, carnality and immoral behaviour. This again quenches the work of the Spirit.

It says in “Luke 8:17 - For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither anything hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.” The reality is that whatever we do according to the works of the flesh, no matter how much we try to hide it, will eventually be manifested or brought into the open. The spiritual realm works according to manifestation – just so we are called to walk in the fruits of the Spirit so that the Lord may be glorified. Yet the devil wants us to walk in the works of the flesh so that we sow destruction and thus reap destruction.

This is why he wants to get into our lives and homes – so that there will be manifested (what you can see and detect) works of destruction and death. The devil wants his strategy of destruction to become a manifested reality in our lives, homes and cities. Remember, he promotes lawlessness, lewdness, anarchy, immorality and impurity. For this reason, we must resist the devil, so that he may flee from us. We must stand guard over the ‘gates’ of our lives – the spirit, soul and body – and we must stand guard over the ‘gates’ of our homes, cities and relationships. We simply cannot give the devil any room to influence, harass, manipulate, deceive or work his evil ‘charm’.

Sadly, we are still seeing a lot of these manifestations among the children of God in their homes and in their relationships. Is it not because we have failed to truly submit completely to the way of the Lord? Is it not because we have failed to completely resist the devil?

Take note of how Paul writes in Romans 8 that to be carnally minded is “death”. This is of course again connected with the concept of spiritual madness as spoken about in Deuteronomy 28, which manifests as madness in general (which translates to the mind that is not sound in the truth of the knowledge of the Lord). This is because the work of the flesh in the end only brings destruction, for the work of the flesh is the domain of the enemy. And death comes in many forms, and it manifests in the spirit, soul (anxiety, fear, doubt, confusion, depression, disorders) and in the flesh (sickness, infirmities, restlessness).

Also remember what the Lord said in "Deuteronomy 30: 15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 16 In that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. 17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; 18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it."

Here we are reminded that we ALWAYS have a choice ... it is the choice if we truly choose to serve the Lord, thus choose life or we choose the world, which is thus death. To choose God is to walk in the Spirit, and to walk in the world means to walk in the works of the flesh. There is no middle path – there is only the broad road and the narrow road. And Jesus said few would truly walk the narrow road. It is not the easiest road to serve the Lord. The devil wants us to choose the world and the works of the flesh, so that he can gain entry into our lives and into our homes. Why? Because he sows destruction and death, and this is why the work of the flesh is one of death. Remember, the wages of sin are death (Romans 6:23). This is also why in Deuteronomy 18 verse 18 the Lord speaks about perishing, or death, for those who choose a different path rather than the way of the Lord.

John also writes about choosing either the world of God. It is written in "1 John 2: 15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever."

Now, let us return to the work of the flesh and let us visit several key Scriptures to understand how seriously the Lord views the work of the flesh. Again, let us be reminded the work of the flesh is the way the devil wants the world and even believers to follow. It is the way of death and destruction and it does not lead to the Glory of God.

Let us take the following three passages from Revelation:

Relations 21: 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Revelation 21: 27 And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Revelation 22: 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. So we see that


·  sorcerers

·  whoremongers

·  murderers

·  idolaters

·  those that worketh abomination

·  those who lie (deceivers)


DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO ENTER THE SPIRITUAL JERUSALEM OR HAVE THEIR NAMES WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE. So what is the intention of the devil to get through one’s ‘gates’ to influence and manipulate? He wants everyone to lead such a life that they manifest the work of the flesh within their lives, within their work, within their homes, within their relationship, so that ultimately destruction and death are manifested and ultimately so that one moves further away from God and everlasting union with the Lord.

Again, we see plenty of signs of the manifested work of the flesh within churches and within the lives of believers. The reality of this was warned about by Paul in 2 Timothy 3 and 4, and also by Peter in 2 Peter 2 and the Book of Jude. No wonder there is so little unity. No wonder why we are left wide open to the attack of the devil. Is it not because so many times we look like the world and manifest the fruit of the flesh and not the fruit of the Spirit? The more we manifest the work of the flesh, the less we are in the Spirit. How can we truly then be operating in the spiritual, hear the voice of God and be led by the Spirit if we continue to remain carnally minded and act as if we belong to the world?

After all, the apostles/first disciples all encountered such work among believers; for this reason, Paul, Peter and John constantly had to address the congregations and churches on their conduct, behaviour and spiritual walk. This is simply a reality of where we are today. There is just too much flesh manifestation and not enough Spirit-led lives!

Consider what Paul wrote in Romans 1 regarding those who follow not the way of the Lord: "18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them."

At the end of the day, the devil wants to get into our lives, into our heads, into our homes so that we drift away from the Truth until we rebel against God and until we rebel against His commandments. For then we become proud, boastful (just like Nebuchadnezzar), and filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity.  This is not the way of life but the way of death.

Yes, the devil wants us all to forsake the truth of the Lord and engage in rebellion, strife, envy and confusion. He wants us to forsake our allegiance and loyalty until we are no longer worshippers of spirit and truth. It is written in "1 Corinthians 11:19: For there must be also heresies among you that they which are approved may be made manifest among you".  Peter also warned us in "2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction."

The more we drift away from God, the more we drift into the realm of idolatry. And of course, there is plenty of Scripture that speaks against this:

Exodus 20: 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Isaiah 44: 9 All who make carved idols are nothing. Their precious objects are worthless [to them], and their own witnesses (worshipers) fail to see or know, so that they will be put to shame. 10 Who has made a god or cast an idol which is profitable for nothing? 11 In fact, all his companions will be put to shame, for the craftsmen themselves are mere men. Let them all assemble, let them stand up, let them be terrified, let them together be put to shame. 12 The ironsmith shapes iron and uses a chisel and works it over the coals. He forms the [idol’s] core with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He also becomes hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and grows tired. 13 The carpenter stretches out a measuring line, he marks out the shape [of the idol] with red chalk; he works it with planes and outlines it with the compass; and he makes it like the form of a man, like the beauty of man, that it may sit in a house. 14 He cuts cedars for himself, and takes a cypress or an oak and lets it grow strong for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man to burn, so he takes one of them and warms himself; he also kindles a fire to bake bread. He also makes a god [from the same wood] and worships it. He makes it into a carved idol [with his own hands] and falls down and worships it! 16 He burns half of the wood in the fire; over this half he [cooks and] eats meat, he roasts meat and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire.” 17 But from what is left of the wood he makes a god, his carved idol. He falls down before it, he worships it and prays to it and says, “Save me, for you are my god.” 18 They do not know, nor do they understand, for God has muddied their eyes so that they cannot see, and their hearts (minds) as well so that they cannot understand. 19 No one remembers, nor has knowledge and understanding [enough] to say [to himself], “I have burned half of this log in the fire, and also baked bread on its coals and have roasted meat and eaten it. Then I make the rest of it into an repulsive thing [to God]; I bow down [to worship] before a block of wood!” 20 That kind of man (the idolater) feeds on ashes [and is satisfied with ashes]! A deceived mind has led him astray, so that he cannot save himself, or ask, “Is this thing [that I am holding] in my right hand not a lie?”

Regarding idolatry, remember we have become our greatest idol. This world loves to worship the Self, and so the devil wants to get into our lives so that the reality of 2 Timothy 3 is manifested. "2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy." All of this links up to Romans 1, which speaks of moral relativism, where each and every believer decides to adopt and choose their own version of the truth. Such a way of thinking is the manifested sign of spiritual blindness and madness, as our hearts are bewildered. After all, the devil wants a world that engages freely in sexual immorality. For this reason, we are witnessing a rise in homosexuality, marriages falling apart, extramarital affairs that are rife, and pornography becoming a massive business. Paganism (idolatry) and sexual immorality go hand in hand, for this is the work of spiritual darkness and destruction.

1 Corinthians 6: 9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. 15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Apart from sexual immorality, the devil wants the world to engage in the occult, sorcery and witchcraft which provides an immediate open door for oppression and possession. We are warned about the dangers of such practises in "Deuteronomy 18: 9 When thou art come into the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch. 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God."

Also keep in mind "1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as [serious as] the sin of divination (fortune-telling), And disobedience is as [serious as] false religion and idolatry. God judged Manasseh, who reigned in Jerusalem, because he engaged in the arts of sorcery and the occult. It says in "2 Chronicles 33:6 He made his sons pass through the fire [as an offering to his gods] in the Valley of Ben-hinnom; and he practised witchcraft, used divination, and practiced sorcery, and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger."

Remember the Scripture out of Revelation 21 and 22? It speaks about those who practice sorcery/witchcraft who will not enter New Jerusalem. If we look around us, we will see the world is saturated with paganism, with the occult and witchcraft. It is rife in Hollywood. It is rife in the music industry. It is rife in the entertainment business. It is rife in schools, homes, societies and nations. It is rife on social media, and so the devil gains entry through the open doors as the world approves, advocates and promotes the ways of the serpent.

Why would there be such a push for the occult? The answer is simple. Because once you get involved in the occult, you open a barn door through which you can first be oppressed by demons and then to be possessed by demons. Once the demons have seduced their way into someone’s life, the demons can begin their work of deception, seduction and destruction. And so, the rottenness of the spirit will set in, resulting in greater submission to demonic forces. This will lead to greater demonic powers taking possession of a person.

This is why it is so scary what is happening in the world. The earth is being flooded with occult knowledge, resulting in more people being drawn into this dark spiritual world. They are getting involved not only in the occult, such as witchcraft and Satanism, but also in sects, cults and secret societies. It does not take a rocket scientist to notice that the devil is the one promoting idolatry, sexual immorality and the occult. He wants people to walk in the manifested work of idolatry, where they deny the supremacy of God and as man chooses his own fate. The serpent wants the world to engage in all things lewd, to practice adultery, sexual immorality, fornication, and thus to walk the road of uncleanness and impurity. After all, God has called us to be the temples of His glory on earth, so the more the devil can defile us and lead us astray, the further we move away from God’s life, from His light, purity, wholeness and perfect plan for our lives.

Concerning the way we behave and act and speak, it says in "1 Peter 4 (KJV): 1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries."

Here the Apostle Peter also makes it clear that we must not live a life in the flesh, for such a life is one of excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries. This is exactly what Paul spoke about in Galatians 5.

Let us understand that Peter mentions revellings as part of the lifestyle of “pagans,” meaning those who do not know God and who live as though He does not exist. More modern versions of the Bible translate the Greek word for “revellings” as “revelries” (NKJV), “orgies” (NIV, ESV), “wild celebrations or partying” (ISV), and “carousing” (NASB). The original Greek word, komos, carries the connotation of “letting loose.” When people “go wild,” they are engaging in “revellings.” After all, we live in a world where people just want to engage in parties, in celebrations and yes, even in orgies. All of this is, of course, not the work of the Spirit, and it is not the way of the Lord, but it is the way of the world, thus of the devil.

In Galatians 5, Paul warns the churches of Galatia to put away all “works of the flesh,” including sexual sins, sins of hateful attitudes toward others, and the sins of “drunkenness” and “revellings.” Those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. In contrast, Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Those who have come to Christ in faith for the forgiveness of sins have the Holy Spirit within them, and He is the planter and cultivator of divine fruit. Those without Christ and the Spirit exhibit the works of the flesh, including drunken revellings.

We have to remember that parties are often characterised by gluttony, immoderate drinking, lewdness, or out-of-control behaviour of any kind that is contradictory to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul also makes mention of variance, which speaks of a difference that produces dispute or controversy; disagreement; dissension; discord; dispute; quarrel. This pertains to the work of the devil that seeks to bring division, strife and disunity among people. Emulations, on the other hand, come from the translation of zelos ("zeal," "earnestness," "enthusiasm") where it is classed among "the works of the flesh" and signifies the stirring up of jealousy or envy in others, because of what we are, or have, or profess. Thus, this falls in the category of jealous rivalry, envy or envious contention. Do we not live in a world of great envy and jealousy? We even find such envy and jealousy in churches, where people want to be like someone else or want to have their gifts, their ministry or their fame and fortune.

Luke 22:24 says the following: “And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.” Here we find a state of jealousy and envy that actually caused strife and division. The devil uses jealousy and envy to bring about division, disunity, and strife. Remember, the word strife means “angry or bitter disagreement over fundamental issues; conflict”. It is therefore not just about disagreement, it is about anger, hostility and conflict, which are also part of the manifested work of the flesh.

Talking about anger, take note of the following Scriptures:

Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

Colossians 3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

Consider the following Scriptures when it comes to strife, jealousy, and envy:

Romans 13:13: Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.

1 Corinthians 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

2 Corinthians 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumult.

James 3:14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth ...16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.

1 Corinthians 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

2 Corinthians 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults:

Philippians 1:15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:

Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

James 4:5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

We need to constantly guard our hearts, our minds and our behaviour and actions. Are we causing strife? Are we jealous? Are we guilty of envy? Are we engaging in immoral and impure behaviour? Are we spreading rumours, telling lies, or stirring up trouble? Or are we promoting peace, unity in the Spirit, truth, joy, love and the light of the Lord?  We find constant warnings in the Scriptures regarding how we are supposed to walk, and how, according to Romans 8, we must seek a life in the Spirit. If we do so, then we will not subject ourselves to a life of strife,  envy, drunkenness, carnality and so forth.

Consider also the words of Paul in "1 Timothy 3: 3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself."

Therefore, those who do not submit to the teachings and the way of the Lord are subjected to a life of strife, envy and railings (someone who mocks). Remember, we shall not mock the Lord, and when we preach any other truth except the truth of the Lord, we mock Him, and we become accursed (Galatians 1). Those who rebel against God will drift further away from the truth and follow a life of godliness (Therefore, portraying a life of godliness but denying its power according to 2 Timothy 3).

God calls us to follow the way of the Beatitudes, which speaks about the way of Jesus as led by the Spirit: Matthew 5 (KJV):  3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God

Paul also writes in "2 Timothy 2:23 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. 24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."

Indeed, it says in "Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves."

The question is how we overcome all of this. Well, it says in "2 Timothy 1:7 (AMP): For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control]."

Paul made it very clear how we are supposed to conduct ourselves according to Ephesians 4:22-32, Ephesians 5:1-21, and Colossians 3:4-10. We are called to continually wear the full armour of God (Ephesians 6). We are called to constantly renew the mind (Romans 12:2) and guard our hearts (Proverbs 4:23). We are called to be led by the Holy Spirit and to yield to the Spirit of the Lord. Only when we are completely submitted to the Lord, will we be able to walk in His life, light and truth and resist the devil and thus resist the manifested works of the flesh.
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Taking back the threshold
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Years ago, the Lord spoke that He is moving across the world to take back the threshold. He is coming to sanctify and consecrate the threshold once again. More than ever, this is understood in the context of the apostasy and days of restoring the true altar while breaking down the false altar.

What does this mean to take back the threshold? It means what lies BEYOND the threshold has to be once again consecrated and sanctified unto holiness for the Lord’s service.

A threshold is a) a piece of wood or stone placed beneath a door; a doorsill b) An entrance or a doorway c) The place or point of beginning; the outset. The threshold is a very old word. So a threshold can also be seen as an entry point, thus a gate. The word thresh originally meant to stamp on or trample, and survives today in the verb to thresh (wheat) and in thrash.  Therefore, “thresh,” which we use today to mean “to separate grain from husks and chaff,” originally meant “to beat or stomp,” because of the earliest method of separating the wheat from the chaff. Today, the threshold is the first place in a building you step into, and it has evolved to mean any gateway.

Now, take into consideration that to enter any building, you will find a threshold. The entrance to a room has a threshold. So when the Lord says He is coming to take back the threshold for His glory, He refers to the “space” beyond the threshold, which must be sanctified for His indwelling. Therefore, consider that the Church of the Lord today consists of firstly the living stones – this is the believer himself – and also the physical building which acts as a gathering for the believers, hence the name Ecclesia for Church. Both of these representations of the Church have a threshold.

When it comes to the believer, the entry or gate into our soul is through the mind and heart. This becomes the threshold of our soul, for once the devil can pollute the mind and heart, he can then defile the soul and destabilise the spirit.

The gateway or entrance into a Church building has a threshold, but these days, what lies BEYOND the threshold is so often not consecrated and sanctified. You will find churches these days harbour idolatry, while the spirit of religion and traditionalism is rife. Within the Church is the pulpit, but these days even the pulpit is no longer sanctified or kept pure. Those preaching or teaching false doctrines, or those giving false words, are allowed on the pulpit to manipulate and exploit. No more says the Lord! He is reclaiming the sanctity of His Bride by taking back the threshold of the spiritual and physical priesthood, which includes the heart and mind of the believer and the pulpit.

Ezekiel 8:  Idolatry in the Temple: 1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month on the fifth day, while I was sitting in my house and the elders of Judah were sitting before me, the hand of the Sovereign LORD came on me there. 2 I looked, and I saw a figure like that of a man. From what appeared to be his waist down he was like fire, and from there up, his appearance was as bright as glowing metal. 3 He stretched out what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and in visions of God he took me to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the inner court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy stood. 4 And there before me was the glory of the God of Israel, as in the vision I had seen in the plain. 5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, look toward the north.” So I looked, and in the entrance north of the gate of the altar I saw this idol of jealousy. 6 And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing—the utterly detestable things the Israelites are doing here, things that will drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see things that are even more detestable.” 7 Then he brought me to the entrance to the court. I looked, and I saw a hole in the wall. 8 He said to me, “Son of man, now dig into the wall.” So I dug into the wall and saw a doorway there. 9 And he said to me, “Go in and see the wicked and detestable things they are doing here.” 10 So I went in and looked, and I saw portrayed all over the walls all kinds of crawling things and unclean animals and all the idols of Israel. 11 In front of them stood seventy elders of Israel, and Jaazaniah son of Shaphan was standing among them. Each had a censer in his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was rising. 12 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the shrine of his own idol? They say, ‘The LORD does not see us; the LORD has forsaken the land.’” 13 Again, he said, “You will see them doing things that are even more detestable.” 14 Then he brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the house of the LORD, and I saw women sitting there, mourning the god Tammuz. 15 He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? You will see things that are even more detestable than this.” 16 He then brought me into the inner court of the house of the LORD, and there at the entrance to the temple, between the portico and the altar, were about twenty-five men. With their backs toward the temple of the LORD and their faces toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun in the east. 17 He said to me, “Have you seen this, son of man? Is it a trivial matter for the people of Judah to do the detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with violence and continually arouse my anger? Look at them putting the branch to their nose! 18 Therefore I will deal with them in anger; I will not look on them with pity or spare them. Although they shout in my ears, I will not listen to them.

This is a perfect example that what lay beyond the threshold – the inner sanctuary of the Lord’s Temple – was not consecrated and was defiled. When it comes to the believer, the Scriptures tell us we are the living sacrifices unto the Lord. The Lord has called us to be vessels of honour in which He dwells, and thus, we need to become like an ark of the covenant. This means God by the new covenant lives and dwells with man, and not within a wooden box.

But if you look at how Christians behave today, and you look at the condition of the mind and the heart, you get a strong sense that what lies beyond the threshold is polluted and defiled.

Matthew 15: 16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”

If the devil manages to gain legal entry to step over the threshold of our hearts and mind, meaning he is allowed by our decisions and choices to make room in our souls, then surely what then lies beyond the THRESHOLD will become defiled and polluted. And then, when we minister, stepping over the threshold of our “pulpit” of calling, we then violate the space beyond the threshold for our heart and mind to betray the sanctity and purity of God.

This is why the following Scriptures are also important:

Matthew 24: 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Daniel 9:27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’, he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”

Matthew 24 and Daniel 9 speak of the violation of the threshold. This last anti-Christ will violate the space beyond the threshold, which traditionally was kept pure and holy. And so we see this move by the anti-Christ is a deliberate act of violation and defilement as he seeks to take back the threshold that belongs to God. Satan’s fate is sealed, and he has already lost the war. He wants to take what belongs to God, but the battle belongs to God!

It says in "Ezekiel 43: 6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard someone speaking to me from inside the temple. 7 He said: “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This is where I will live among the Israelites forever. The people of Israel will never again defile my holy name—neither they nor their kings—by their prostitution and the funeral offerings for their kings at their death. 8 When they placed their threshold next to my threshold and their doorposts beside my doorposts, with only a wall between me and them, they defiled my holy name by their detestable practices. So I destroyed them in my anger. 9 Now let them put away from me their prostitution and the funeral offerings for their kings, and I will live among them forever."

Ezekiel 43 speaks about the return of God’s Glory to the Temple, and it speaks about reclaiming His throne among the people. By all accounts, this could be dealing with the actual return of the Lord who will reign from Mount Zion. What is, however, important is that Jesus will reclaim the threshold by making the sanctuary holy again. Ezekiel’s Temple could quite likely be referring to a physical temple. Again, this possible temple is related to the Jewish restoration. For the Gentiles, we remain the spiritual temple of God, and we must keep our lives pure, thus keep what is beyond the threshold of the soul and spirit holy unto Him.

When you think about the threshold and how the Lord wants to reclaim this strategic gateway, consider "1 Samuel 5. The Ark in Ashdod and Ekron: 5 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. 3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. 5 That is why to this day neither the priests of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the threshold. 6 The LORD’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation on them and afflicted them with tumors. 7 When the people of
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