
  [image: image]


  [image: image]


  WARRIOR PUPS


  TRUE STORIES OF AMERICA’S K9 HEROES


  ★★★★★★★ JEFF KAMEN ★★★★★★★


  WITH LESLIE STONE-KAMEN


  [image: image]


  Guilford, Connecticut


  [image: image]


  An imprint of Globe Pequot


  Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK


  Copyright © 2017 by Jeff Kamen


  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.


  British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available


  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


  Names: Kamen, Jeff, author. | Stone-Kamen, Leslie, author. | Deltuva, Janet, photographer.


  Title: Warrior pups : true stories of America’s K9 heroes / Jeff Kamen with Leslie Stone-Kamen ; with photos by Janet Deltuva.


  Other titles: True stories of America’s K9 heroes


  Description: Guilford, Connecticut : Lyons Press, [2017]


  Identifiers: LCCN 2017009950 (print) | LCCN 2017012812 (ebook) | ISBN 9781493029662 (ebook) | ISBN 9781493029655 (hardcover)


  Subjects: LCSH: Dogs—War use—United States. | Belgian malinois—United States. | Lackland Air Force Base (Tex.)


  Classification: LCC UH100 (ebook) | LCC UH100 .K57 2017 (print) | DDC 355.4/240929—dc23


  LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017009950


  [image: image] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.


  Printed in the United States of America


  
    CONTENTS


    INTRODUCTION


    CHAPTER 1 MEET THE NEWBORNS


    CHAPTER 2 HEALER OF BROKEN HEARTS


    CHAPTER 3 BIG DADDY COMES HOME


    CHAPTER 4 UNPREDICTABLE


    CHAPTER 5 THE CROONER


    CHAPTER 6 BERNIE’S KIDS


    CHAPTER 7 THE MUSICIANS


    CHAPTER 8 HELP IS HERE!


    CHAPTER 9 VICTORIOUS WASHOUT


    CHAPTER 10 THE PSYCHOTHERAPIST


    CHAPTER 11 LEARNING A NEW WAY


    CHAPTER 12 PPATRIOT AND HIS MOMMY


    CHAPTER 13 SHARIF


    CHAPTER 14 MARISSA’S FIGHT


    CHAPTER 15 WOMEN OF STEEL


    CHAPTER 16 UNDER WATCHFUL EYES


    CHAPTER 17 MIND READER


    CHAPTER 18 PUPPY IN THE NORTHERN LIGHTS


    CHAPTER 19 “BEAST”


    CHAPTER 20 LOVE AND SCIENCE


    CHAPTER 21 FULL CIRCLE


    CHAPTER 22 RED PATCH BOBBY


    CHAPTER 23 TRAILBLAZER


    CHAPTER 24 SPECIAL OPERATOR


    CHAPTER 25 THE PUPPY AND THE KNIFE


    CHAPTER 26 SERVICE BEFORE SELF


    CHAPTER 27 JANET AND THE GOD OF WAR


    CHAPTER 28 CHERISHED


    TAPS


    RESOURCES

  


  [image: PHOTOS BY JANET DELTUVA.]


  [image: image]


  These pups were bred by the Defense Department to protect American troops. First, they have to be raised by loving volunteer civilian and military foster families. PHOTO BY JANET DELTUVA.


  


  INTRODUCTION


  Dogs, family, God, country, and storytelling are the great passions of my life. I’ve always been especially inspired by the lives of America’s Military Working Dogs (MWDs) and their heroic handlers. So, when I was asked to write the book now in your hands, it was the dream assignment of a long journalism career that has taken me around the world. It took months to negotiate our way into Lackland, the US Air Force base whose inspiring K9 team raises and trains almost all of America’s Military Working Dogs. But in the end, the Air Force welcomed my photojournalist wife Leslie and me. We were given a full month to go everywhere and talk to everyone with no governmental effort to spin or otherwise control what we saw. They didn’t need to. Lackland turns out to be a jewel in the crown of US military achievement. There are more than two thousand MWDs deployed around the world. Almost all of them started at this one base in south Texas. Warrior pups with names that have double first letters like WWick, SSharif, PPatriot, and PPershing were born at Lackland and account for about 20 percent of our military K9s. The other 80 percent are purchased at about 13 months old from dog brokers in Europe. The US Defense Department pays more than four thousand dollars per pup. No matter where they are born, they all get their basic training at the Dog Training School inside Lackland.
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  Fosters with their new puppies. PHOTO COURTESY LACKLAND FOSTER COMMUNITY.
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  Dog Training School and Handlers’ Course instructors begin their day with Guard Mount staff meetings in the building behind this fighter plane from a bygone era. PHOTO BY JEFF KAMEN.


  Once we were allowed on the base, we dug into the Defense Department’s Military Working Dog Breeding Program (also known as the Breeding Program and the Puppy Program), the Puppy School, the Dog Training School, the Handlers’ Course, and the vast kennels system of Lackland K9. All those elements are supported by the superb staff of Holland Memorial Hospital for Military Working Dogs—the only one of its kind in America. Wherever we went at Lackland, we had a great time.


  As you turn the following pages, you will meet warrior pups and the people who transform them into war dogs. First, we introduce you to the maternity ward, then to some of the inspiring foster families who raise the puppies. Then, it’s back inside Lackland to the Puppy School, the Dog Training School, the Handlers’ Course, the kennels, and Holland Hospital. We’ll also be taking you from Lackland into the field—from Alaska to the Middle East—to gain insights into the lives of our Military Working Dog (MWD) teams. You will encounter the greatest living American Military Working Dog, who survived a devastating bombing to enjoy his retirement, and you will also witness the precious last hours of another Military Working Dog—one who lost his fight to cancer.


  These are stories of great love, patriotism, and dedication. It all begins in a space that most people will never be allowed to enter. It’s where carefully selected war dogs are bred, where their puppies are born, and where the natural bond between military canines and their human handlers is first nurtured. Only properly trained Military Working Dog teams can reliably safeguard our troops from the hidden threats of IEDs (Improvised Explosive Devices) and terrorist ambushes. The sincere dedication of our military to these dogs comes, in part, from the understanding that on average, each American war dog saves 150 human lives during the dog’s career.


  Leslie and I were fortunate to stay in the home of an Air Force enlisted couple and their three Belgian Malinois dogs in rural Devine, Texas, a thirty-five-minute drive from Lackland. When they are not on duty, these two patriots who have fostered nine pups, host a closed Facebook page for hundreds of San Antonio area families. Thanks to “The Musicians” (see their chapter) we got to share in the lives of many fosters. We listened to their stories, played with their dogs, and enjoyed their killer Texas chili and cornbread.


  Raising these pups is a lot more demanding than bringing up a typical house dog because of all the requirements for exercise and socialization. Also, if you become a foster, you are shouldering some of the responsibility for protecting our fighting men and women. As one trainer told me privately, “Great foster, great dog! Not-so-great foster, lots more work for us trainers.”


  Mike, the mustached man holding the puppy in the front row of the photo on page ix, has raised many warrior pups for the Breeding Program. He told me that what he and other fosters do is selfless service to the nation. “We’re volunteers and we know that when the sweet puppy we’ve fallen in love with reaches adolescence at seven months, we’ve got to return him to Lackland where he will begin formal training. We also know that we may never see him again. It’s emotionally tough, but it is so worth it!”


  Within minutes of our first arrival at Lackland, a senior noncommissioned officer (NCO) gave Leslie and me these orders: “Wherever you go, whatever you are observing, don’t get closer to the dogs than fifteen feet!” We followed the NCO from the Lackland Visitor Center down winding roads, out of the base, across a public road, and into another secure area. It’s called the Medina Annex and it’s huge. Soon, we were off pavement, bouncing in our SUV behind the Air Force truck driven by our guide. The truck came to a stop in the middle of a rough field. There the NCO climbed down from the truck and told us, “This training area is called ‘The Pit.’ When you are here observing the dogs as they learn to search for bombs and drugs and do patrol work, keep in mind that this is wild land with real rattlesnakes, real fire ants, and real wild boar. So please stay aware of your surroundings. You start at the Air Force’s 341st Training Squadron, Dog Training School. Guard Mount is at 0600 sharp, third floor, the building with the big 37 on it and the cool fighter plane with the shark face in front. Got it? Good.”
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  I take a bite from Military Working Dog Anna during a training exercise. Without that bite sleeve I would have needed a hospital. PHOTO BY LESLIE STONE-KAMEN.


  As he climbed back into his truck, Leslie looked around The Pit and declared, “Let’s get out of here before the snakes and the wild boar come looking for new friends!”


  For a solid month, we were privileged insiders at Lackland K9. We learned that the people who make it all happen are smart, brave, passionate, funny, and human—so they watch out for each other’s mistakes to guarantee the success of their mission. This absolutely vital work demands everything you’ve got every day and that pushes the envelope for everyone. “We don’t employ any super-heroes here,” says one Red Patch Master Trainer, whom you will soon meet, as he carefully risks his own safety to help a very strong dog with large teeth learn to trust.


  Since we began our story-gathering at Lackland, we’ve been honored to become part of the global American military K9 community. We’ve made friends for life and been granted the privilege of sharing in the adventure that goes on every day inside Lackland. Now, it’s your turn. [image: image]


  AUTHOR’S NOTE


  A famed American anti-terrorist told me privately, “Protect their identities,” regarding the members of the Lackland K9 community to reduce the risk of making them targets for terrorists, so we use their real first names and last initials only throughout. Those who are stationed elsewhere might return to Lackland, so their identities are also protected. [image: image]
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  Dog Training School instructor T. Sgt. James M. wears half a bite protection suit after a K9 demonstration inside Lackland. That’s his family. PHOTO BY JEFF KAMEN.
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  In about two years, these sweet little puppies will be capable of detecting and taking down threats to our troops. PHOTO BY LINDA HOSEK.


  


  CHAPTER 1MEET THE NEWBORNS


  


  This is where it all begins: the cradle of the Military Working Dog Breeding Program for the entire Defense Department. Hundreds of US war dogs who are on duty around the world right now started life right here in this small building at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio.


  Every year in the squeaky clean, meticulously climate-controlled K9 maternity ward (technically referred to as the “Whelping Kennel”) about one hundred new puppies are born. Their parents are from long lines of bold, smart Belgian Malinois herding dogs with powerful hunting drives, which make them ideal as war dogs. By the time the puppies are six weeks old, they are off their mother’s milk and start eating an expensive, government-supplied prescription diet.


  Each new puppy commands the complete attention of the whelping staff and vet techs assigned to them. Most of the puppies in the same litter may look similar, but within days of their birth, their individual personalities begin to emerge.


  Whelping Kennel and Breeding Program staffers get to enjoy forty-two days with these canine babies before they are placed with volunteer military and civilian foster families who raise them over the following five and a half months. During that time, the puppies develop physically, psychologically, and socially at a rapid rate.


  Instructors at the Dog Training School say Breeding Program dogs are often easier to train than imported dogs because of the way our warrior pups have been handled from the very beginning of their lives in the whelping kennel, in foster care, and then at Puppy School. The first year is a key formative time for any dog, but especially important for future Military Working Dogs.


  Each newborn warrior pup at Lackland is not only nurtured and adored, but closely monitored. All of this is the result of the finely tuned breeding process directed by Dr. Stewart H. (better known as “Doc”), the acclaimed manager of the Military Working Dog Breeding Program.


  
    BREED OF CHOICE


    Belgian Malinois dogs are more rugged than other power breeds, have fewer medical problems (such as the hip dysplasia that afflicts so many German shepherds), and weigh less than most shepherds by ten pounds or more. That can mean a lot if you have to carry your hurt dog on your back for miles or if you need to get in or out of a tight space, like a helicopter, fast.

  


  “We choose breeding dogs with great care. We look for working dog parents who show high levels of environmental boldness.” says Doc. “It is important that the dogs not be easily frightened, even when people are shooting at them or trying to blow them up along with the troops they protect,” and that, says Doc, should mean they’re going to make good working dogs. But that is not the only challenge these canines must face. “Dogs who are bold and unaffected in acutely stressful environments like combat will also do well with the less dramatic, but long-term stress-ors that practically all Military Working Dogs must deal with,” says Doc. These are the same stressors that human warriors must routinely endure, and according to Doc, “That includes lack of privacy and down-time, overcrowding, fear and tension, sensory overload, dislocation while abruptly transitioning from one unfamiliar environment to another, long periods of soul-killing boredom, and tremendous psychological pressure while actually on the job.” Doc explains all this between training sessions.


  The Lackland kennels are run with love by a dedicated team, but Doc points out that his Breeding Program puppies go from the sweet space of the maternity unit to the adoring arms of foster parents who usually treat them as special house pets. “Then, at the half-grown age of seven months,” says Doc, “they are suddenly taken away from the people and places they know and deposited into this large kennel, where they are very well cared for but it’s definitely not the comforts of their previous home.”


  Think of their life in the kennels and the various levels of training, says Doc, as analogous to military training for aspiring human warriors—the young men and women who make the serious commitment to enlist in our armed services. “This basic training experience is the crucible that either tempers the hard metal in those individuals meant to be warrior dogs and human sbeings, or it shows them to be better fitted for another life not devoted to the profession of arms,” Doc says.
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  Whelping Kennel staffers Solange L. and Kyle M. with a mother dog and her babies on the live video monitor. PHOTO BY JEFF KAMEN.


  “In the kennels, once they are seven months old, some puppies quickly lose their hard edge of confidence and self-assurance and their vital drive to do work, and as a result, those pups respond poorly once they enter training.” These unhappy young dogs, says Doc, “find themselves rather quickly re-deposited back in their foster homes among the cushions and kisses they prefer, while others rise to the challenges, gain confidence and power, and go on to thrive in training.”


  At one of his regular monthly sessions with fosters at which coffee and doughnuts abound and short informal training is done, Doc implores the volunteers who raise our future four-legged war fighters to avoid pampering them.


  [image: image]


  This newborn’s eyes have just opened. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT PHOTO.


  One of the fosters, Sarah K., shoots back, “But they’re my babies!”


  The room bursts into laughter and Doc playfully retorts, “See! That’s what I’m talking about!”


  But everyone in the foster community knows that Sarah also has one of the highest success rates. Most of the dogs she fosters go on to graduate the Dog Training School and are now safeguarding our troops. Doc loves her results while being skeptical about her approach.


  Doc is one of the most knowledgeable people in the world on raising and training Military Working Dogs, but he is frustrated by what he still does not know. “Even though you have eminent people in our military and political life saying they know that there’s no better countermeasure against the threats that we face than a high-quality, well-trained dog, there is still so much we do not know about these powerful animals because of the inadequate amount of research dollars,” he says. “We need to spend more to increase our understanding of them, increase our understanding of how to better breed them, how to more effectively rear them, train them, and how to better deploy them. The amount of research dollars that are spent on this are not nearly commensurate with the importance of these dogs.”


  
    TOUGH STUFF


    The earliest evaluation of the puppies’ suitability as American Military Working Dogs begins within a matter of days after their birth. How they play and respond to people are all good indicators. Two years after their birth in the Lackland K9 maternity ward, some of these puppies will be fully certified in patrol and detection and ready for the advanced training that leads to being deployed into harm’s way.
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  Fierce or fearful? Some litters produce both kinds. Why this happens is a mystery. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT PHOTO.


  Meanwhile, another litter of potential K9 heroes is about to be born at Lackland. Some of these puppies will “make a dog,” which is what the trainers call a warrior pup who passes all its tests, while others from the very same litter will wash out of the program but go on to have enjoyable lives of service—just not in the military.[image: image]


  RESOURCES


  ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE SERVICES FOR HANDLERS AND MWDS


  Military Working Dog Team Support Association. Inc. (mwdtsa.org)


  MWDTSA’s mission is to support current and retired deployed Military Working Dog Teams, veteran dog handler events and causes, war dog memorials, and educational opportunities.


  Mission K9 Rescue (missionk9rescue.org)


  Mission K9 Rescue is dedicated to “rescue, reunite, re-home, rehabilitate, and repair” any retired working dog that has served mankind in some capacity.


  Support Police K9s, ProjectPawsAlive (projectpawsalive.org)


  Project Paws Alive is dedicated to providing customized ballistic stab and bullet-protective K9 vests, K9 first aid field trauma kits, K9 cooling vest, K9 vehicle heat alarms and other vital K9 equipment to law enforcement, fire, search and rescue, and military K9s throughout the US who cannot otherwise afford this equipment.


  US War Dog Association (uswardogs.org)


  Dedicated to former and current Military Dog Handlers and supporting members committed to promoting the long history of Military Service Dogs, establishing permanent war dog memorials and educating the public about the invaluable services and sacrifice of these canines to our country. They assist in the process of adopting retiring military and police canines. They established “Operation Military Care K9” that sends care packages to Military Working Dog Teams (handlers and K9s) overseas.


  NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE SERVICE DOGS FOR VETERANS


  Alpha K9 (alphak9.org)


  Always Faithful Dogs (alwaysfaithfuldogs.org)


  America’s VetDogs (vetdogs.org)


  American Humane Association (americanhumane.org)


  Assistance Service Dog Educational Center (servicedogcenter.org)


  Canine Companions for Independence (cci.org)


  Canines with a Cause (canineswithacause.com)


  Freedom Dogs (freedomdogs.org)


  Freedom Service Dogs of America (freedomservicedogs.org)


  Hawaii Fi-Do (hawaiifido.org)


  K9s for Warriors (k9sforwarriors.org)


  New Horizons Service Dogs (newhorizonsservicedogs.org)


  Patriot PAWS Service Dogs (patriotpaws.org)


  Paws for Purple Hearts (pawsforpurplehearts.org)


  Sam Simon Foundation (samsimonfoundation.com)


  Save-A-Vet (save-a-vet.org)


  Service Dog Project, Inc. (servicedogproject.org)


  A Veteran’s Best Friend (servicedog4ptsd.org)


  Warrior Canine Connection (warriorcanineconnection.org)
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