
        
            
                
            
        



    
        
          The Uninvited 3I/Atlas Natural or Artifact

        

        
        
          The Anomalies Files, Volume 1

        

        
        
          D.R. Shockley

        

        
          Published by David Shockley, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE UNINVITED 3I/ATLAS NATURAL OR ARTIFACT

    

    
      First edition. March 13, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 D.R. Shockley.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8233992636

    

    
    
      Written by D.R. Shockley.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by D.R. Shockley

	    

      
	    
          
	      The Anomalies Files

          
        
          
	          The Uninvited 3I/Atlas Natural or Artifact

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Foretold

          
        
          
	          The Forewarned: A Warning Written in Fire

          
        
          
	          The Forgotten - Ghosts in the Ground

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Unknown

          
        
          
	          THE UNZIP: The Universe Is a Simulation. Here's the Proof

          
        
          
	          The Unseen The Dark Universe. The Hidden Architecture. The Truth Beneath.

          
        
          
	          The Unexplained The Four Forces. The Impossible Physics.

          
        
          
	          The Unwired The Programmed Mind. The Emergent Self.

          
        
          
	          The Unbound The Programmer. The Purpose. The Last Unknown.

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at D.R. Shockley’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


 

 

 

 

THE UNKNOWN SERIES: BOOK II

 

THE UNINVITED

3I/ATLAS: Natural or Artifact?



D.R. Shockley

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Edition  •  March 2026

The Unknown Series

 


 

 

Copyright © 2026 D.R. Shockley

All rights reserved.

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means,

including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written

permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews

and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

 

For permission requests, write to the author at the address below.

 



 

First Edition

Published March 2026

United States of America

 

 

Scientific data, orbital parameters, and observational records referenced in this book

are drawn from publicly available sources including JPL HORIZONS, arXiv, and institutional

publications. All cited works remain the property of their respective authors and publishers.

 



 

THE UNKNOWN SERIES

Book I: Unzip

Book II: The Uninvited — 3I/ATLAS: Natural or Artifact?

 

D.R. Shockley

 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents

 

Personal Note

 

Intro: An Intruder

 

Anomalies

Trajectory & Motion

Ch 1 — Hyperbolic Excess Velocity

Ch 2 — Non-Gravitational Acceleration

Ch 3 — Trajectory Precision & Ecliptic Alignment

Ch 4 — Velocity Anomalies at Perihelion

Statistical

Ch 5 — Three Objects in Seven Years

Ch 6 — The 'Oumuamua Parallel

Ch 7 — The Cumulative Case

Physical & Structural

Ch 8 — Shape & Nucleus Structure

Ch 9 — Rotation Rate & Stability

Ch 10 — Reflectivity & Color

Ch 11 — Size Estimation Inconsistencies

Spectral & Compositional

Ch 12 — Spectral Signature & Isotopic Composition

Ch 13 — Infrared & X-Ray Signature

Ch 14 — Radio Emission Searches

Outgassing

Ch 15 — Outgassing Patterns

Ch 16 — Outburst Events

Behavioral

Ch 17 — Response to Solar Radiation

Ch 18 — Orientation & Mini-Jet Structure

Ch 19 — Approach Geometry Relative to Earth

 

Life Chemicals

 

The Science Weighs In

Myth vs. Legend

Review

Author's Conclusions

 

Source Material

Citations & Sources

Further Reading

Glossary

 


 

 

 

 

 

 

For Kourtney

My soulmate.

You make me look up.

 


Personal Note

 

I have loved astronomy since I was a kid. The scale of it. The audacity of it. The way it makes every human problem feel simultaneously trivial and precious. I never stopped looking up.

 

I'll be honest — I was late to 3I/ATLAS. It had already been discovered, already been named, already had half the world's telescopes pointed at it before I really stopped and paid attention. I caught a headline, skimmed it, moved on. The usual noise of a busy life.

 

But something pulled me back. I read a little more. Then a little more after that. I found myself checking for updates before bed, then again in the morning. Then during lunch. Then at odd hours for no particular reason, just to see if anything new had come in. Within a few weeks I was completely absorbed — reading preprints I only half understood, following researchers on social media, watching the JPL orbital models get updated in real time as the data came in. By the time 3I/ATLAS passed closest to Earth in December 2025, I was glued. I still am.

 

That obsession led me here. But it also introduced a problem: the science surrounding 3I/ATLAS is genuinely difficult. The papers are dense with jargon. The data requires context that most readers don't have. The debate between the natural and technological explanations moves fast and assumes a level of background knowledge that takes years to build. I found myself constantly wishing someone would just translate it — clearly, honestly, without dumbing it down.

 

That is what this book tries to be. I did something similar with my previous book, Unzip — taking the biggest questions in cosmology and building a bridge between the science and the curious general reader. This felt like the same call, arriving at an even more urgent moment.

 

This book doesn't ask you to believe anything. It asks you to look at the evidence — all of it, fairly — and make up your own mind. I have made every effort to present the natural explanations with the same seriousness as the technological ones. Neither side is caricatured here. Neither side gets the last word.

 

Whether 3I/ATLAS turns out to be the most chemically exotic natural comet ever to pass through our solar system — a four-billion-year-old messenger from the early galaxy — or something else entirely, we are living through a genuinely remarkable moment in the history of science.

 

Natural or technological, the answer is extraordinary either way.

 

Once you know it, it can't be Unknown.

 

— D.R. Shockley, March 2026

 


Intro: An Intruder

 

On July 1, 2025, the ATLAS survey telescope network — operating from Río Hurtado, Chile — captured a faint point of light moving with impossible speed. Within hours of orbit-fitting, the result came back: eccentricity 6.09. No solar system body exceeds 1.0. The object was interstellar.

 

It was named 3I ATLAS — the third interstellar object ever confirmed, after 1I/'Oumuamua in 2017 and 2I/Borisov in 2019. Within days, the Hubble Space Telescope, the James Webb Space Telescope, hundreds of ground observatories, and eventually five spacecraft had turned to look. What they found over the following eight months became the most debated dataset in the history of interstellar object science.

 

The Object

At discovery, 3I/ATLAS was traveling at 221,000 km/h. Its hyperbolic excess velocity measured 64 km/s — compared to 'Oumuamua's 26 km/s and Borisov's 32 km/s. Its origin trajectory pointed toward Sagittarius, near the galactic center, with a dynamical age estimated at 3–11 billion years. Its perihelion occurred on October 29, 2025 at 1.36 AU. It passed Mars at 0.194 AU, Venus at 0.65 AU, Earth at 1.798 AU on December 19, 2025, and approaches Jupiter at 0.358 AU on March 16, 2026.

 

Why the Scientific Community Took Notice

The anomalies accumulated within the first weeks. Non-gravitational acceleration was confirmed when the object was 4 arcseconds off its predicted position. JWST mapped its chemistry and found CO₂/H₂O ratios 4.5 to 6 standard deviations above any known solar system comet. A D/H ratio of 0.79% — more than ten times any known solar system comet. TESS found a 7.4-hour rotation period and periodic outbursts every 15 hours. Three symmetric mini-jets were identified in post-perihelion Hubble imagery.

 

Professor Avi Loeb and the Galileo Project

No figure in modern astronomy has been more willing to ask the uncomfortable question out loud than Professor Avi Loeb of Harvard University. He founded the Galileo Project dedicated to the scientific investigation of potential technological objects of non-human origin. When 3I/ATLAS arrived, the Project was ready — publishing analyses, making testable predictions, and maintaining a transparent public record of all findings.

 

Loeb has been explicit: "The most likely outcome will be that 3I/ATLAS is a completely natural interstellar object, probably a comet. But the hypothesis is an interesting exercise in its own right, and is fun to explore, irrespective of its likely validity." That careful, evidence-based approach runs through everything that follows.

 

 

— Reflection —

I remember the morning I first read the eccentricity number. 6.09. I had to look it up to understand what it meant — and when I did, I sat with it for a long time. Not because it proved anything. But because it was the first number that made me feel like we were in genuinely new territory. Whatever 3I/ATLAS turns out to be, it arrived as something our models weren't built for. That feeling has stayed with me through every chapter of this book.
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