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Capitalization Protocol




On all Bible citations, regardless of the translation used and where the context clearly points to God ALMIGHTY or to Jesus Christ, this book distinguishes between the two. This is done by using either small-cap characters or lowercase characters. 

For God Almighty, a small capitalized style protocol is followed and reflected in the format: CREATOR, FATHER, ALMIGHTY, GIVER, HE, HIS, HIM, HIMSELF, YOU, YOUR, ME, MINE, MOST HIGH, MY, MYSELF, LORD AND SAVIOR, ETC. 

For Jesus Christ, a lowercase protocol is used except for Lord and Son. Hence, when these pronouns are used for Jesus, they show up as: he, his, him, himself, you, your, me, my, myself, savior, Lord, or Son. 

This has generally been followed throughout the book but is not the case with every cited verse. It is used for those verses in which the context cannot be easily disputed, or in the case of citing, a quality or attribute which belongs solely to God. 

For those interested in the original translation capitalization, the author refers them to the actual Bible version used for the cited text. A list of Bible translations is shown on the next page. In other cases, capital letters used within the mentioned sentence structure were also changed on common words for ease of reading or modern grammar. In other cases, the capitalized letters were left as shown in the original translation. Hence the original Bible phrase “; Because” might appear as “; because.” In all instances, the author maintains complete integrity of translation, and the writings herein can be traced back to the original Bibles to confirm the accuracy of presentation. While not perfect, the capitalization protocol is reasonably consistent and enhances the reading and value of the author's writings.
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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction
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Edward G. Palmer




Hello, and thank you for reading this book: "God And Our Hearts: The Connection Between Salvation And Our Hearts!" I am Edward G. Palmer, the author. At age 32, I had a profound epiphany with God. This moment of intense spiritual awakening was a turning point in my life, where I suddenly felt a deep and personal connection with HIM. This experience transformed my life, and for the past 47 years, I have walked with God in a daily fellowship. 

From my perspective, I've had, from time to time and throughout each day, a daily conversation with God. This intimate connection, where I can hear God's soft voice and converse with HIM whenever I open my heart and spirit to HIM, is a source of great comfort and guidance in my life.




                                                                                                    




"Come now, and let us reason together," 

Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

Though they are red like crimson, they 

shall be as wool. - Isaiah 1:18




                                                                                                    







Jesus said: "But when they deliver you 

up, do not worry about how or what 

you should speak. For it will be given 

to you in that hour what you should 

speak; for it is not you who speak, but 

the Spirit of your FATHER [[YAHWEH]] who 

speaks in you." - Matthew 10:18




How can you hear God's voice? 




"Be still, and know that I am God; 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth! The 

LORD of hosts is with us; The God of 

Jacob is our refuge." - Psalms 46:10-11




Our human lives have become increasingly busy, and in the twenty-first century, it is challenging for all of us to slow down and find stillness or quiet. The sensory inputs our minds are confronted with daily are over 1,000 times greater than what our grandparents had to contend with just 75-100 years ago. Those sensory inputs now include hundreds of TV stations to view, thousands of YouTube videos vying for our attention, and non-stop smartphone calls, messages, and even games to play. A person can no longer even go to a restaurant restroom in peace without being confronted with multiple advertisements.

Yet, suppose you want to fellowship and commune with God ALMIGHTY. In that case, you'll need to find a way to slow down, be still, get quiet, and tune into a low-volume, whisper-like, and very soft spiritual communications channel. However, after you make that first connection with God, communicating with HIM will become easier each time.

While it wasn't until I reached 32 that I connected with God, I remember feeling HIS tug on my heart and spirit in many ways. Often, a person has to hit a low point before their spirit becomes receptive to God's Spirit. That is where I found myself in May 1978.

I was an entrepreneur for many years and was involved in several small business ventures. I was trying to manufacture a small security system. I was extensively educated in all aspects of small business endeavors. Still, I was personally sinking financially, on the verge of bankruptcy. Months earlier, a friend gave me a copy of Earl Nightingale's "Strangest Secret." The essence of that secret is, "We become what we think about!" It's biblical and found in Proverbs 23:7. The 4-track audio tape also cites Jesus' words from Mark 9:23.




"For as he thinks in his heart, so is he." Proverbs 23:7




Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all

things are possible to him who believes." Mark 9:23 




The words of Jesus stunned me, and I immediately thought, "That's not in the Bible." Yet, how would I know? I had never read the Bible. I tried a few times but never got past Genesis. So, I grabbed a Bible to look up the verse in Mark. There it was. I immediately looked up and told God, "I finally get it. YOU lead, and I'll follow!" My spiritual transformation occurred in an instant, and I suddenly came to know God. 

I remember quickly running into the house to tell my wife: "I found God!" She said: "What took you so long?" What she found at age 13 in a Presbyterian church had eluded me until age 32.

I soon managed to read the entire Bible, as well as the Apocryphal books. Since my spirit found God, I was excited to know everything I could about God. What does HE like? Dislike? What happened to me? I'm not sure of all that was involved the moment that I experienced God. However, it was clear that the intellectual question of whether God existed had left my mind, and the reality of God's Spirit had entered my heart. I had become a slave to God's righteousness.

I am a living testament to the reality that our existence involves a body, mind, and spirit. For years, I was into my body and mind. In that epiphany, I suddenly engaged the spirit within me. Every human being has a spiritual side, and it often remains underdeveloped until a significant event occurs. In my case, it was a failing business, impending bankruptcy, and wondering how I would support my family of five. Soon, I entered the workforce as a quality engineer for a major manufacturer of computer disc storage devices.

At the age of 5, I attended Ascension Catholic Kindergarten in North Minneapolis, just a few blocks from our apartment on Dupont Avenue. I've often wondered if I made a deal with God in that Kindergarten school. With the help of a Nun?

My mother was Lutheran, and my father was Methodist. As a family, we did not attend a church. I believe my mother and father were both Christian. However, I think denomination issues were in play, keeping them out of an organized church. My father had grand mal brain seizures randomly as a result of contracting rheumatic fever as a child. During my youth, I thought they were epilepsy attacks, but an aunt told me the truth about the seizures. My mother was also experiencing polio issues that resulted in a limp and one leg dragging. It might have been the physical troubles of my parents that kept the family from attending church. However, my parents sent my sister, Barbara, and me to a local Lutheran church for confirmation classes.

At the age of 14, I was confirmed at Redeemer Lutheran Church in North Minneapolis, located on Glenwood Avenue, on May 22, 1960. I remember feeling sick to my stomach when we were being confirmed. It was as if I wasn't supposed to be there, getting confirmed. My sister spent two years in the confirmation process. I skated through in six months. I don't know how all this took place.

At my Lutheran confirmation, I confessed Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior for the first time. Of course, that was the purpose, right? That and becoming a member of the church. With absolute certainty, I was still a lost soul and would most likely hear Jesus say, "I never knew you!" However, I was curious about God. That is what confirmation classes gave me. I also suspect that my Lutheran mother and her staunch German Lutheran family may have found some inner peace. "Eddie got confirmed! Yay!" But he's still lost?




 "Not everyone who says to me [[Jesus]], 

'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 

Heaven, but he who does the will of my 

FATHER in Heaven. Many will say to me 

in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in your name, cast out demons 

in your name, and done many wonders 

in your name?' And then I will declare 

to them, 'I never knew you; depart from 

me, you who practice lawlessness!' "

Matthew 7:21-23




This teaching of Jesus should dispel the notion that people can call on the name of Jesus and be saved. Yes, it is a popular Christian Theology. However, it is a false teaching of the Church. Who does Jesus reject? He rejects those who claim to be Christians. How do we know that? Having traveled in Pentecostal and Charismatic circles, it takes a bold Christian to "prophesy in Jesus' name, cast out demons in Jesus' name, and do wonders in Jesus' name." These are not lay people in a church. These are bold leaders in the Church at large.




Commentary: The last church I was a member of was a cult. The senior Pastor stole the church from its denomination and then from its members via fraudulent articles and by-law changes behind everyone's back. It doesn't make sense to steal God's property. But that isn't his worst offense against God. The senior Pastor then paid for his daughter-in-law to divorce his son while he was in the Army. Then, he married his son's wife. There is evil within1 the Church in many denominations. There will be many saying, "Lord, Lord," who will be soundly rejected by Jesus for their lawlessness2.




At age 13, my father fell down a flight of stairs. He was unconscious for 52 days before he died at Hennepin County Hospital in 1959. Life proceeded onward, but the event was clearly a trauma in my life that would be a turning point for me. My mother remarried and moved out of Minneapolis to Brooklyn Center. I was attending Minneapolis Vocational Technical High School. When they found out my mother lived in Brooklyn Center, I was expelled from school in the middle of my 11th-grade year. Only residents of Minneapolis were eligible to attend Vocational. I was taking Radio-TV electronics.

I wound up in an overcrowded Anoka High School, sharing a locker with three others. As trade school students, we spent three hours a day in the trade of our choice. That meant we did not have to take regular high school classes. However, now I must make up a year and a half of three hours of so-called regular classes that I never had to take at Vocational. Well, I only lasted two weeks. At that time, I drove to the school and returned their pile of books. I was 17 and didn't have to attend an overcrowded high school. It didn't make sense to me, so I joined the Navy.

Because I was only 17, my mother had to sign for me to join the Navy. At some point, all new Naval recruits were given a Gideon New Testament. I remember writing my signature in my Gideon New Testament again, for the second time, accepting Jesus as my Lord and Savior. The Gideon Bibles made this easy with printed text and blank lines for a date and signature. Yet again, I will tell you that God and Jesus were only in my mind at the time. They were not in my heart. That is where our love for God and Jesus needs to be. That is where all true loves exist. Within our hearts!

A third spiritual event occurred when I was around 30 years old. My family attended the local Church of Christ in Elk River, MN. My wife was on the board of education at the Church. They mailed out a survey to all families, and I filled out ours. When asked what the church meant to me, I responded that the church meant nothing to me. I was only attending for my wife. Once again, I was going through the motions of being a Christian. Yet again, for me, God and Jesus were intellectual constructs. Of course, I wanted to be a good person. I've always wanted that. However, God's Spirit did not drive me to always do what is right.

In a Bible study several decades ago, one of my friends confessed that he had sung in his Church choir for over 30 years before realizing he was not saved. For him, it was the same issue of God being a construct of his mind instead of a living spirit within his heart. Like me, eventually, he moved God from his mind to his heart. It was then, like me, that he knew he was saved. Is God living within your heart, or is God a construct of your mind? 




Jesus said: "But seek first the kingdom of God

and HIS righteousness, and all these things

shall be added to you." Matthew 6:33




"Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 

does not do it, to him it is sin." - James 4:17




Let me share two critical spiritual truths you can "take to your heart." The first is Matthew 6:33. Seek first God's kingdom and HIS righteousness. When you make this your heart's desire, your priorities will always be God's.

The second is a simplified definition of sin given to us in James 4:17. If you know to do good and don't do it, for you, this is sin. Regardless of one's level of education, everyone knows what is right and wrong from their personal perspective. This is because God has written HIS laws on our hearts and minds. People with higher education should know better than those with less education, but it isn't a given that they'll do what's right. Consider the well-educated Pastor who stole the church and married his son's wife. 

All humans fight the battle of wanting to do good and are all good at rationalizing why not to. You'll know you're walking with God in your heart when you want to do good, regardless of the consequences you might face.




This book is now the seventh one in my "God And" series of writings and the tenth book I've written about God's Holy Word. http://www.edwardgpalmer.com is my author's website. You will find links to my most recent religious and healing books, a detailed bio, and a DIY alternative healing blog on the site.




The Book's Thesis




This book explores the connection between salvation and the human heart. My thesis is that unless God's Spirit resides in your heart, you may not have the salvation that leads to Eternal Life. From my personal experience, this is the reality of salvation that leads to eternal life. Hence, a connection exists between eternal salvation and what's in our hearts.

Consider the following Scriptures about the heart. Let's start with the first commandment in the Old Testament and how Jesus confirmed its reality in the New Testament.




"Hear, O' Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is ONE! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart." Deuteronomy 6:4-6




Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment." Matthew 22:37




"Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge HIM, and HE shall direct your paths." Proverbs 3:5- 6




Some instructions to "take it to heart."




"And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. If you will not hear, And if you will not take it to heart, To give glory to MY name," says the LORD of hosts, "I will send a curse upon you, And I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have cursed them already, Because you do not take it to heart." Malachi 2:1-2




Clearly, our hearts matter to God. In the next chapter, you will learn how God can write HIS desires in our hearts and our minds. Medical science has discovered that our hearts have a brain of their own. It can communicate with God.




"I [[God ALMIGHTY]] will put MY law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be MY people." Jeremiah 31:33




God's Law Is Now

Written On Your Heart!














CHAPTER TWO

The Heart Has A Brain






Recent scientific breakthroughs have unearthed a fascinating aspect of human anatomy—the existence of specialized neurons within the heart. This revelation challenges traditional views of the heart's function, underscoring its complexity beyond the mechanical pumping of blood, leaving us eager to learn more.




The Heart's Neural Network: Recent studies have unveiled a remarkable discovery—the heart is not just a mechanical pump but a complex system with its own set of neurons. This 'heart brain' forms a part of a sophisticated neural network capable of regulating functions independently of the body's central nervous system. This revelation is sure to leave you eager to explore this fascinating topic further, along with its spiritual implications.




Composition and Structure: The heart's neural layer primarily consists of ganglionic3 cells, which are similar to those found in the central nervous system. These cells form a network known as the cardiac nervous system, which works in conjunction with the brain and the autonomic nervous system to coordinate vital functions, including heart rate, rhythm, and response to emotional stimuli.

[image: ]

Functions of Heart Neurons




1. Autonomous Control: The heart can beat independently of the brain, thanks to specialized neural cells that enable it to function autonomously. They generate electrical impulses that lead to heart contractions, allowing the heart to maintain a steady rhythm.




2. Monitoring and Response: The heart receives signals from the brain that can affect its function, such as stress or emotional excitement. Conversely, the heart's neurons can sense changes in the body's needs, like increased physical activity, and adjust the heart rate accordingly without direct input from the brain.




3. Emotional Influence: The heart's neural network is not just about physical functions. It's also deeply connected to our emotions. Emerging research suggests that the heart's neurons respond to emotional stimuli, indicating a profound connection between our feelings and heart function. This concept resonates with the experience of 'heartache,' where emotional experiences can manifest physically, affecting heart function. It's a reminder that our hearts are not just organs but also mirrors of our emotional well-being.




Clinical Implications




Understanding the interplay between the heart's neurons and broader physiological processes can lead to new insights into the treatment of cardiovascular diseases. Further research may help develop innovative therapies for arrhythmias, ischemic heart disease, and stress-related cardiac issues such as panic attacks or post-traumatic stress disorder. This underscores the importance of emotional, mental, and spiritual health in heart health, making us all feel valued and understood in our overall well-being.




Conclusion




The discovery of brain-like cells in the heart has opened a new frontier in cardiac research, underscoring the organ's ability to engage in complex communication and function. By embracing this multidimensional understanding of the heart, we enhance our comprehension of cardiovascular physiology and the profound links between emotion, cognition, and physical health. These links suggest that emotional, mental, and spiritual states can have a significant impact on our physical health and vice versa. 

As research unfolds, the heart's neural network may reveal even more secrets about how it processes and responds to our emotional, spiritual, and physical environments, giving us hope for further breakthroughs in the future.




With Brain Cells In Our Hearts

It gives new meaning to the phrase4




 Take It To Heart!








CHAPTER THREE

It Starts With The Heart






"Jesus said to him, you shall love the LORD your God [[YAHWEH]] with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind." Matthew 22:37


"And you will seek ME [[YAHWEH]] and find ME, when you search for ME with all your heart." Jeremiah 29:13


"Then I [[YAHWEH]] will give them a heart to know ME, that I am the LORD; and they shall be MY people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to ME with their whole heart." Jeremiah 24:7


"These people draw near to ME [[YAHWEH]] with their mouth, and honor ME with their lips, but their heart is far from ME." Matthew 15:8



Jesus confirms in the Gospel of Matthew that God wants to be in everyone's heart. Therefore, from my Scripture studies, I understand that salvation begins with the heart. If your heart is not 100% committed to God, you will not find HIM. It is that simple. For me, this was not an evolutionary process of ever-increasing levels of commitment of my heart to God, as HE constantly challenged me throughout my life to move closer and closer to HIM. That is the stuff of Christian mythology. However, from Scripture, we know that our faith "comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" [Romans 10:17]. We also know that our faith can grow [2 Thessalonians 1:3]. But does our heart fit this type of slow growth profile that our faith is described as doing in God's Word? I don't think so. 

Your heart is either 100% committed to God, or it is not. God did not have a portion of my heart from the start, which I then increasingly gave more of as time progressed. My faith began to grow when my heart became committed to God. Before that time, God was basically knowledge in my head. God was an intellectual construct in my mind. It is true; God had been tugging on me all my youth and as I entered my 30s. Yet, I was not listening to HIM, and HE did not reside within my heart.

It was an instantaneous decision for me at a time of an epiphany. Had a pastor properly trained me in seeking and finding God and surrendering my heart and will, it might have come earlier for me. Yet, I cannot be sure of this; I can only speculate. How do you find God? Have you really found HIM? Do you know HIM? What does HE like? Dislike? What about you? Does God know you? Has your whole heart been given to HIM? Do you hold your ground for righteousness' sake? Would you die on the cross hanging upside down rather than forsake your God? If not, why?

If you don't have the answers to these questions, you can find them in this book. This book, which I believe is inspired by God, is a bold and daring exploration of your heart, faith, righteousness, and salvation. As you read, you will discover its challenging and thought-provoking nature. It is anointed, ordained, and designed by God to awaken HIS people (Christians, Jews, Muslims, and all people of the world who sincerely fear HIM and who work righteousness) before it is too late. As will be explained later, many Christians will actually be going to Hell, and many non-Christians will actually be going to Heaven. You say: "How could this be since to get into Heaven requires Jesus?" What about righteousness?



What About Righteousness?


"Then Peter opened his mouth and said: In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears HIM and works righteousness is accepted by HIM." Acts 10:34-35


This is a powerful reminder from the Apostle Peter of the importance of righteousness in our faith and the weight of our actions in God's eyes. Righteousness, in the biblical context, refers to living in a way that is morally right and just according to God's standards. It is not just about following rules but about living a life that reflects God's character and values.

While this book is God's message specifically aimed at Christians, people of all faiths will find value in its pages. The message originates in the words of Jesus. In Matthew, Jesus tells some Christians: 'I never knew you!' This message is for all who seek a deeper understanding of their faith and relationship with God. 


"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my FATHER in Heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, cast out demons in your name, and done many wonders in your name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!' " Matthew 7:21-23


Exactly whom is Jesus referring to? It is Christians. How do we know that? It is simple, by the words spoken in protest at Jesus' eternal judgment—"I never knew you!" 




	"Have we not prophesied in your name Jesus?"

	"Have we not cast out demons in your name Jesus?"

	"Have we not done many wonders in your name?"




Ask yourself this question. Would a non-believer be doing these types of things? I.E., Would a non-believer (non-Christian) lay hands on the sick and say: "In the name of Jesus, be healed?" Now, think about these questions. Does it not require a very bold Christian to prophesy? Does it not require a very bold Christian to cast out demons? How about doing many wonders? I was a Christian for almost twenty years before I got bold enough to lay hands on the sick for healing. The simple fact from Jesus' words is that we are not talking about some newborn Christians. 

It is a fact that Jesus speaks about Christian leaders and others in the Church hierarchy who dare to speak boldly and use the name of Jesus. If what they protest is true, it sounds like some good work. Doesn't it? So, what gives? Why would Jesus reject these Christians from entering the kingdom of Heaven with his astonishing words?



Jesus said: "I never knew you!"

Matthew 7:23


At least in this biblical teaching, we do not have to guess or languish about any issues concerning biblical interpretation or hermeneutics. Jesus tells us the exact reason when he states: "Depart from me [Christians], you who practice lawlessness!" That's right, Christians who practice lawlessness! What is he talking about? Didn't these people profess Jesus as their Lord? Yes, they did. Didn't they go about the business of good works? It certainly appears so. It sounds like some good work is being done to me, so what's up with Jesus' rejections? Isn't it true that all I have to do is claim the name of Jesus? Do you mean I must do something to earn my salvation?

This book provides comprehensive answers to these critical questions. It will use the theft of Solid Rock Church in Elk River, Minnesota, as an example of unrighteousness. Please note the city and state to avoid confusion with the many other churches that have chosen this worthy name for their own. The last time I searched the Internet, there were many churches with this exact name: perhaps hundreds around the world. 

Have you heard: "We are not the tail, we are the head." A reference from this and other Christian pulpits to being "front line warriors for God." As you read on, we will explore some "front-line" issues involved when such a church practices lawlessness and even steals God's property. In the process, we will examine the issue of righteousness
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