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Chapter 1—The City


When superstar Detective Renaldo Carasco returned to work after three days away visiting his relatives in the province outside his city of Manila, he had likely never been more nervous in his entire life.  

Curiously, it wasn’t a case or a court appearance that had him so on edge. For the first time in over two decades he would be coming face to face with Tanya Jo. She was the precious little girl he fathered with his teenage girlfriend when he was 22 years of age.  

Everything he had sought to become and had become in the eyes of his current wife and their 3 children was in total opposite to his actions with his first-born daughter all those years ago. The pain of acting so selfishly and not being part of the little girl’s life never went away.  

Like many things we do early on in life: the value systems that guide us would have led to completely different decisions when we matured.

For Renaldo, the guilt was always there. The despair was always with him..

He also was dealing with the shocking death of maybe his closest friend and definitely his closest associate Judge Bryan Yaso. To understand Yaso' lifestyle and who the Judge was behind the facade, would likely be a difficult journey.  Carasco knew he might never fully understand.

All the good they had achieved together now felt tainted and illegitimate.  The solving of so many previously unsolvable crimes and the creation of a reliable unofficial task force of committed, forthright, and caring officers. Fundamentally they had created legacy good that would outlive them both.

It was all messy now in Carasco’s eyes.  That video and the gory crime scene left an indelible tragic stamp on his mind. It was more than  possible, this would destroy them both in the eyes of the public. 

Renaldo Carasco knew the ramifications of this for the department and the public’s faith in the department could be catastrophic.  

Yes, the city was already awash in crime and realistically always would be. Ridding the city of crime completely wasn’t the point of why he and the Judge crusaded like they did.

It was to set an example for the other members of  the police force and grow a reliable team that could pass on a legacy. 

They  also wanted to provide hope for the citizens. Because if Manila were to ever be cleaned up for real, it was actually up to the citizens. It wouldn’t happen today, but maybe down the road.  He and the Judge were hoping to lay the foundation.

In the short term, the Detective would be fighting the all too human impulse of just trying to get through the next couple days. It would not be easy. He would be facing a whole different level of stress. He would be spending his mental energy trying to figure out which people knew about the Judge and the Judge’s secret life. 

Carasco needed to know which leaks nearest him he would have to fix. Even then, he knew eventually the dam would likely burst . There were too many people he couldn’t trust who knew the truth behind what happened three days ago in that courthouse. Not the least of whom the bad guys who perpetrated it. 

Investigating the crime itself would be Renaldo Carasco’s oasis in a sea of pain and discomfort.  

The facts were the facts. A prominent public figure with an impeccable record in the public was killed in a very graphic and embarrassing way. He was strung up naked in his office mimicking the death of Jesus Christ. 

If that were all that made it into the light, the fallout could possibly be managed. The problem would always be that there was no way to stop the story at just that point. People who wanted to do harm had the damning video of the three way sex with Judge Yaso, Bendato Martinez and Detective Carasco’s own daughter Tanya.  That video could be used to control anyone who made the wrong move. It could be used at any moment to publicly destroy the Judge and anything or anyone he was associated with.

But could it be used to destroy Carasco? Would he let it get in the way of doing his job? That was the dilemma he faced as he traveled to Caloocan to the house of his first love Gladys Carasco. He was about to come face to face with the grown woman he knew as years ago as Tanya Jo.

...

Tanya Carasco hadn’t slept since meeting with the authorities in Long Beach. Her brief meeting in the back rooms of the Long Beach Police Department with her American lover Samuel Roberts had been as cold and business-like as the previous night had been torrid and life-altering.

“I meant every word of what I said before you jerked that car to the side of the road and became violent with me,” Tanya said to Roberts as he looked on sympathetically. “I made so many mistakes. Being here in California allowed me to try and rectify those mistakes. The biggest mistake was falling for Bendato and ignoring you. I see that now.”

Roberts held eye contact with her for about a half-minute before simply dropping his head in seeming full fatigue.

“I’ll never believe you came here for me or to make up for any mistakes Tanya,” Roberts said with a sternness that made it clear he wasn’t likely to ever change his mind. “The bigger problem is I believe you were trying to a manipulate me. You were trying to use my feelings for you to keep me on the hook. Do you really see me as that weak?”

Tanya realized he was right. This realization itself was progress for her. The ability to see the motivations for why she was treated him this way Beyond that, she had grown the ability to actually admit those motivations to herself and to him.

Whatever progress she was making, Roberts knew her now as a manipulator. Still he held out hope was that she was a trained one, rather than one by birth and conscious choice. 

The feelings he had for her being what they obviously were, he was still giving her the benefit of the doubt. Enough benefit of the doubt to justify keeping her in his life.  

What made this all so hard to figure for Roberts was that he made a very comfortable living telling men not be too hung up on one woman. In fact it was a core maxim of his teachings.

She had a long way to go to regain his trust, but she still had a place in his heart. The question he hadn’t come to grips with personally was whether this place would keep him from falling in love with someone better. He would soon find out soon as he planned his activities for the night.. 

He was making a return to Malibu and AJ Zaraza, the beautiful bubbly young seafood waitress he first met at the beginning of his night of passion with Tanya.. He couldn’t wait to see AJ again. 

At this moment, he was done with Tanya Carasco and all she was bringing him in the pain department.  Her contacting Bendato when she was in the bathroom at Malibu Seafood Company was  another in a long line of intolerable issues.

“You are going home,” he told Tanya in the Long Beach Police Station. “I wish you well and we’ll talk again, maybe soon. Right now, you need safety. You need to be around better people. Take that to the bank. If you are feeling the need to be around people who are not good people that’s a “you” problem. If you can’t help yourself, get help. Start with getting help from your dad, Detective Carasco. He is a good man.”

Tanya simply listened silently and began to cry. She couldn’t remember the last time someone had so perfectly nailed her core fundamental problem. She also cried because she knew it was all way too much for her to handle on her own.

...

“You know you won’t be able to hold my client on these charges, because you know these charges won’t stick,” the bombastic international attorney for Dr. Michael Blake said without a hint of false bravado. “Who do you have to testify? Plus the evidence you think you do have, it’s all PI acquired hearsay crap.”

The Assistant Prosecutor listened intently hoping for her adversary to reveal something she could use. She knew deep down he was right. The case against Michael Blake  was weak and there wasn't near enough punishment at stake.

Trying to nail him for running a prostitution ring was pretty penny ante stuff in a country that freely allowed the practice as a matter of regular commerce. 

Without the
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