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“Let’s put some
lights

on
our
tree,”
Sally
said.

“We’ve
got
green,
blue,
and
purple

and
yellow
and
red.”
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While 
the 
Cat, 
Nick, 
and 
Sally 


were 
trimming 
their 
tree, 


the 
doorbell 
rang 
out 

and a snail said, “It’s me.”
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“I’m here with some mail
that I think is for you.”
“Thank you, snail,” said the Cat.
“I believe that is true.
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“It’s from Mervin the Crab.
He’s invited us all

to 
come 
as 
his 
guests 
to 


the 
Crab 
Christmas 
Ball. 





There’ll be dinner and dancing

and 
a 
Crab 
Talent 
Show. 


To 
the 
Thinga-ma-jigger! 

Jump in and let’s go!”
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When 
they 
got 
to 
the 
beach, 

Mervin said, “Hello, Cat!

We 
crabs 
have 
to 
march, 

so I can’t stop to chat.”

“Keep marching,” the Cat said,
“and we’ll march with you!”

(Crab 
marching 
is 
not 


all 
that 
easy 
to 
do.) 
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Then 
suddenly 
Mervin 
called, 

“Stop! Stop the line!

We 
started 
with 
ten 
crabs, 


but 
now 
we 
have 
nine. 
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