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Dedication
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To every believer who feels forgotten in their season of labor.

To the man or woman working hard in a place that does not yet celebrate them.

To the sons and daughters of the Kingdom scattered across nations, still faithful in fields that are not their own.

This book is dedicated to you.

May you discover, as Jacob did, that God was never absent from your Laban house. He was building you the whole time.
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How to Use This Book

[image: ]


This is not a book meant to be rushed. It is written to be read slowly, prayed through honestly, and applied practically to whatever season you find yourself in right now.

Each chapter opens with a passage of Scripture drawn from Jacob's twenty years in Laban's house, followed by teaching, a real life illustration, a Kingdom Principle you can carry with you, a short set of reflection questions, and a closing Prayer of Activation.

You may choose to read one chapter a day, pausing to answer the reflection questions in a journal. You may choose to work through the book slowly with a small group, discussing the questions together after each chapter. However, you choose to use it, resist the temptation to read quickly past the reflection questions. They are where the real transformation happens.

At the back of this book, you will also find a thirty-day devotional journal designed to help you continue applying these truths long after you finish the final chapter, along with space to record your own thoughts and prayers.

My prayer is simple. That by the time you close this book, you will see your own present circumstances, whatever they look like, through new eyes. Not as a place of exploitation, but as a place of extraordinary stewardship.
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Foreword
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It is with great joy that I commend this book to you.

I have watched Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah labor faithfully in ministry for many years, first as a devoted worker in the vineyard of the Lord, then as Senior Associate Minister at Victory Bible Church International. What you are about to read did not come from a place of theory. It came from a life that has known its own Laban houses; seasons of waiting, seasons of being underestimated, seasons where the reward did not come as quickly as the effort deserved.

The story of Jacob has been preached many times, but rarely has it been unpacked with the kind of practical, everyday wisdom you will find in these pages. This book will meet you wherever you are. If you are a young professional wondering why promotion feels so far away, if you are an immigrant building a new life from nothing, if you are a ministry worker serving without recognition, you will find yourself in these chapters.

What I love most about this book is its honesty. It does not pretend that unfair treatment does not hurt. It does not spiritualize away the frustration of being overlooked. Instead, it does something better. It shows you how to let God turn your Laban house into your training ground.

I pray that as you read, the Holy Spirit will do in you what He did in Jacob. Not merely increase your resources, but increase your capacity to steward them. Read slowly. Reflect deeply. Pray honestly. And watch your season of labor become your season of preparation for greater things.

To God be the glory.

Presiding Bishop N. A. Tackie Yarboi

Founding Vision Bearer, Victory Bible Church International
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Everyone Wants Jacob's Blessing, Few Want Jacob's Journey

"Thus the man increased exceedingly, and had large flocks, female servants and male servants, camels and donkeys."

— Genesis 30:43

Ask most believers what they want from the story of Jacob and Laban, and they will point to the ending. The flocks. The wealth. The large family. The reversal of fortune. Very few people ask for the twenty years that came before it.

That is a very human tendency. We want the harvest without the planting season. We want the promotion without the years of quiet, unnoticed diligence. We want to arrive at Genesis 30:43 without ever walking through Genesis 29.

But Jacob's story was never only about an ending. It was about a process, and that process is what actually produced the man who could be trusted with the blessing.

Think about your own life for a moment. Perhaps you moved to a new country and took a job far below your training, just to survive and build a foundation for your family. Perhaps you have worked for a company for years and watched people with far less experience get promoted ahead of you. Perhaps you serve in your local church faithfully, setting up chairs, teaching a class, singing in the choir, and no one has ever mentioned your name from the pulpit.

If any of that describes you, you are already living inside a Laban house.

Laban was Jacob's uncle, and later his father-in-law, and he was also a shrewd, self-serving employer who changed Jacob's wages ten times according to Jacob's own testimony in Genesis 31:41. He negotiated in his own favor. He delayed what was promised. He used family loyalty as leverage. In many ways, Laban represents every unfair system, every difficult employer, every disappointing season that so many of us have lived through.

And yet Jacob did not leave Laban's house broken. He left transformed. He left with flocks, with a family, with wisdom, and with a deeper knowledge of God than he had when he arrived.

This book is an invitation to look honestly at your own Laban house, whatever form it takes for you, and to ask a bold question. Is God using this season to prepare me for something greater than I can currently see?

We will walk through this story together, lesson by lesson. We will look at what Jacob did right, what he endured, and how God moved on his behalf even when the people around him refused to be fair. Along the way, we will also look honestly at real, everyday situations that mirror Jacob's experience, because Scripture was never meant to stay locked in the past. It was meant to speak directly into your Tuesday morning at work, your late-night shift, your unpaid ministry assignment, and your quiet prayer for a breakthrough that has not yet come.

So here is the challenge before you even begin chapter one. If God placed you in Laban's house today, would you become bitter, or would you become better? Would the unfairness of your circumstances shrink your character, or would it stretch your capacity?

Jacob chose to become better. By the grace of God, I believe you can too.
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Arriving With Nothing but a Promise
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"So Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran."

— Genesis 28:10

Jacob arrived at Laban's house with almost nothing in his hands. No wealth. No servants. No livestock. No inheritance he could point to. Genesis tells us he traveled with little more than a staff, a promise from God, and the memory of a dream at Bethel.

It is easy to romanticize this moment when we read it from a distance of thousands of years. But imagine living it. Imagine leaving your father's house, your comfort, your familiar surroundings, and arriving in a foreign land owning nothing but the clothes on your back and a word God had spoken over your life.

That is exactly where many of you reading this book began your own journey. Perhaps you landed at an airport in a new country with two suitcases and a dream. Perhaps you started your career answering phones or stocking shelves while quietly nursing a vision for something greater. Perhaps you began ministry not with a title, but with a willingness to serve wherever there was a need.

Small beginnings are not a sign of God's absence. They are often the very evidence of His hand at work, because God delights in building something significant from something small. The prophet Zechariah asked Israel a pointed question during a season of small, unimpressive rebuilding: "For who has despised the day of small things?" (Zechariah 4:10). God did not rebuke the smallness of their beginning. He rebuked the temptation to despise it
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