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A Prairie Departure Plan

DISCLAIMER

This book is a work of satire. It is not intended as legal advice, constitutional guidance, financial planning, emotional counseling, pipeline engineering, or official foreign policy for an independent prairie republic.

Any resemblance to actual politicians, bureaucrats, task forces, strategic frameworks, intergovernmental alignment councils, or emotionally supportive climate initiatives is almost certainly unavoidable.

The author acknowledges that:

	not all federal employees survive entirely on muffins and procedural jargon 

	not all Albertans own pickup trucks 

	not all consultants communicate exclusively in PowerPoint bullet points 

	and not every government press release is written by artificial intelligence 


At least not yet.

The opinions expressed herein are intended humorously and should not be used as the sole basis for:

	constitutional reform 

	provincial separation 

	currency creation 

	cross-border donut negotiations 

	pipeline diplomacy 

	or forming Strategic Pickup Mobility Units 


Readers experiencing symptoms of political frustration, equalization fatigue, carbon tax confusion, or sudden urges to yell at televised panel discussions are advised to:

	remain calm 

	hydrate 

	avoid reading federal policy documents immediately before bedtime 


No cows were emotionally harmed during the writing of this manuscript, though several bureaucratic flowcharts suffered structural instability.

The author also accepts no responsibility for:

	damaged keyboards caused by angry coffee spraying 

	family arguments triggered at Thanksgiving dinner 

	citizens attempting to back currencies with beef 

	or anyone shouting “JUST BUILD THE PIPELINE” during municipal zoning meetings 


Finally, by continuing to read this book, you acknowledge that Canada remains:

	operational 

	heavily regulated 

	strategically consulted 

	emotionally managed 

	and subject to processing times of approximately 6–8 weeks. 


Thank you for your cooperation.
Please retain this disclaimer for future stakeholder engagement purposes.
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INTRODUCTION — “We Regret to Inform You That Common Sense Has Left the Building”
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For many years, Alberta believed it was participating in something called “the Canadian economy.” This now appears to have been a misunderstanding.

According to a growing collection of consultants, strategic advisors, policy coordinators, sustainability officers, intergovernmental facilitators, and people whose job titles contain the word “stakeholder,” Alberta is not actually an economic engine at all. It is, in fact, an environmental liability with unusually good highways.

This revelation came as a shock to many Albertans, particularly those who had spent decades building industries, paying taxes, heating the country, and accidentally funding half the Confederation through something called “equalization,” which economists describe as:
“a highly sophisticated system whereby one province sends money to another province while simultaneously being insulted by it.”
At first, nobody noticed the change.

The warning signs were subtle.

Government officials began speaking entirely in phrases no normal human had ever used in conversation:
“sustainable pathways.”
“inclusive frameworks.”
“stakeholder engagement.”
“equitable decarbonization initiatives.”
Ordinary citizens initially assumed these were temporary side effects of university funding.

But then came the phrase.

The phrase.

The exact moment many Albertans began quietly googling “how difficult is separation paperwork?”

“Just Transition.”

No phrase in modern Canadian history has caused more confusion outside of:
“ArriveCAN is functioning normally.”
The federal government explained that a “Just Transition” would help workers move smoothly from traditional energy industries into exciting new opportunities involving coding boot camps, emotional sustainability facilitation, and perhaps bicycle repair in urban wellness districts.

Oil workers, many of whom could disassemble a drilling rig using only a crescent wrench and unresolved anger, were informed that their future likely involved learning “green economy adaptability skills” from a twenty-seven-year-old consultant named River.

This did not improve national unity.

Ottawa, meanwhile, continued functioning as Canada’s distant imperial capital—a mysterious administrative kingdom located several thousand kilometers east of practical reality.

The city itself appeared to operate almost entirely on ceremonial announcements and catered muffins.

Every week, officials emerged from polished government buildings to stand behind podiums and unveil:
new strategies,
new frameworks,
new pathways,
new initiatives,
new task forces,
and occasionally, new task forces designed to coordinate existing task forces.
Nothing tangible was ever produced except PowerPoint presentations and concern.

This concern was always described as “deep.”

Canada now possessed entire ministries dedicated to:
Climate Alignment,
Digital Inclusion,
Narrative Coordination,
Sustainable Mobility,
Strategic Resilience,
and something ominously titled the Office of Future Readiness, which sounded less like government administration and more like a department preparing citizens for alien contact.
Meanwhile, in Alberta, people were still attempting dangerous extremist activities such as:
driving trucks,
heating homes,
and believing electricity should continue functioning during winter.
This cultural divide widened steadily.

Ottawa viewed Alberta the way medieval aristocrats once viewed blacksmiths:
necessary,
useful,
slightly embarrassing,
and ideally located somewhere far away where nobody had to look at them directly.
Every major Alberta project now triggered immediate federal intervention.

A pipeline proposal no longer meant:
“Can we build it?”
It meant:
“Can we spend eleven years studying whether building it would emotionally distress migrating moss?”
Environmental reviews expanded until they resembled doctoral theses written by frightened interns.

Projects required:
impact studies,
consultation studies,
supplementary consultation studies,
follow-up consultation reviews,
indigenous partnership frameworks,
wildlife migration analyses,
carbon offset projections,
community adaptation assessments,
and, eventually, spiritual reconciliation with a wetland.
At one point, a proposed energy project reportedly spent so long in regulatory review that several species evolved during the approval process.

Still, Ottawa remained optimistic.

Federal officials insisted Canadians were united.

To reinforce this message, the government established the fictional but extremely believable National Unity Preparedness Task Force.

The Task Force’s mandate was simple:
travel across the country holding catered conferences explaining why national unity had never been stronger.
Its annual budget was approximately the GDP of a medium-sized Baltic republic.

The Task Force released reports with titles like:
“Reimagining Shared Narratives Through Inclusive Cooperative Alignment.”
Nobody read them.

One report recommended creating “safe conversational spaces” where Albertans could express concerns about federal policy in a non-judgmental environment supervised by emotional support facilitators and light jazz music.

Attendance was poor.

Most Albertans preferred expressing concerns the traditional western Canadian way:
by standing beside pickup trucks in cold weather saying,
“You’ve got to be kidding me.”
Ottawa responded by commissioning another study.

Naturally, all national crises eventually escalated into emergency preparedness planning.

This included the newly proposed Strategic Timmy’s Reserve.

Officials explained that in the event of civil unrest, economic collapse, or prolonged social instability, Canada required emergency access to nationally stabilizing breakfast resources.

The reserve would reportedly contain:
14 million Double Doubles,
3,000 ceremonial flannel blankets,
and enough bilingual apology pamphlets to calm several provinces simultaneously.
Critics questioned the cost.

The government replied that democracy itself depended on pancake confidence.

By now, Alberta had developed a growing suspicion that the country might no longer be entirely serious.

This suspicion intensified whenever federal ministers explained inflation, housing shortages, energy shortages, healthcare strain, and rising taxes using phrases like:
“global headwinds”
or
“complex transitional pressures.”
Translated into plain English, this usually meant:
“We may have accidentally broken something important.”
Yet despite everything, Canadians remained polite.

This is the true secret of Confederation.

Canada does not survive because of efficiency.
It survives because most citizens are too exhausted to argue after scraping ice off their windshield for six months of the year.
Still, something had changed.

The old relationship between Alberta and Ottawa had begun to fracture.

Not dramatically.
Not violently.
In the Canadian tradition, it happened through sarcasm, frustration, and increasingly hostile comments at gas stations.

People who once argued about hockey now debated federal transfer payments.

Farmers discussed constitutional law.

Oil workers learned equalization formulas out of pure spite.

And somewhere deep inside a government office in Ottawa, surrounded by consultants, strategic communications advisors, and twelve separate diversity coordinators, a senior bureaucrat confidently announced:

“We believe Canadians are fully aligned moving forward.”

At precisely that moment, somewhere west of Regina, an Alberta mechanic looked up from his coffee and quietly said:

“Yeah... we’re probably leaving.”
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Equalization: The World’s Most Passive-Aggressive Allowance Program

There are many mysteries in Canadian life.

Why does road construction begin precisely when winter ends?

Why does every government website require seventeen clicks to renew a fishing license?

Why does the weather app describe a blizzard as “partly cloudy”?

But perhaps no mystery is greater than equalization—the federal transfer system through which Alberta sends enormous quantities of money eastward while the rest of the country simultaneously blames Alberta for civilization itself.

This arrangement has somehow been described for decades as:
“fair.”
Alberta first became suspicious when it realized the relationship resembled a man buying pizza for the entire office every Friday while being called selfish by coworkers eating the pizza.

The federal explanation for equalization was always delivered in the same soothing tone normally used by dentists moments before inflicting emotional trauma.

“It ensures all Canadians enjoy comparable public services.”

This sounded reasonable until Albertans noticed several interesting details:

First, Alberta seemed to be paying for everything.

Second, Alberta was still somehow the villain.

Third, nobody elsewhere appeared remotely uncomfortable about this arrangement.

The official federal position was that Alberta should feel proud to contribute.

And Alberta did feel proud—briefly.

Then it received another invoice.

The invoice itself was magnificent in its bureaucratic absurdity.

At the top appeared the Government of Canada logo beside the following statement:

“Thank you for your contribution to national emotional stability.”

Below that:



INTERPROVINCIAL SOLIDARITY REMITTANCE NOTICE
Amount Due: Everything Again
Purpose:
	Economic balancing 

	Social cohesion 

	Climate optimism initiatives 

	Public confidence maintenance 

	Consultant retention 


Additional Notes:
Please continue producing energy while reducing energy production.
Albertans began noticing a pattern.

Whenever oil prices rose, Alberta was informed it had a moral responsibility to “share its prosperity.”

Whenever oil prices collapsed, the rest of the country suddenly discovered the phrase:
“market forces.”
This was the financial equivalent of borrowing your neighbor’s lawn mower for twenty years and then criticizing him for owning grass.

Naturally, Ottawa insisted nobody was targeting Alberta unfairly.

This message was delivered during a nationally televised press conference by three ministers standing in front of a giant sign reading:
“National Fairness Framework Summit.”
One minister explained:
“We recognize Alberta’s important role within Confederation.”
Translated from federal dialect, this roughly meant:
“We noticed your automatic deposits are still functioning.”
Another minister clarified:
“No province should feel alienated.”
At precisely that moment, several thousand Albertans nearly choked on coffee.

The rest of Canada, meanwhile, had grown accustomed to Alberta functioning as a kind of national ATM machine with weather.

Need infrastructure funding?
Ask Alberta.
Need emergency federal spending?
Ask Alberta.
Need another strategic sustainability transition alignment initiative?
Definitely ask Alberta.
The arrangement became so normalized that many Canadians genuinely believed oil revenues simply emerged naturally from the prairie soil like magical tax-producing potatoes.

Few considered the possibility that actual human beings were involved.

Human beings working outdoors in temperatures capable of freezing optimism itself.

Human beings who built drilling rigs, pipelines, refineries, roads, and entire towns while being informed by university panel discussions that their industries represented “problematic historical carbon narratives.”

This did not improve morale.

Still, Alberta continued paying.

Partly because it had little choice.

Partly because Canadians are genetically incapable of direct confrontation.

An American disagreement becomes a revolution.

A Canadian disagreement becomes:
“Well... this is disappointing.”
Yet frustration quietly grew.

Especially after the launch of the Equalization Customer Support Hotline.

Officially known as the National Revenue Harmonization Assistance Centre, the hotline existed to answer citizen concerns regarding federal transfers.

The automated menu alone lasted fourteen minutes.

“Thank you for calling the Government of Canada Equalization Support Line.

For service in English, press 1.
For service in French, press 2.
To hear why this is Alberta’s moral obligation, press 3.
To report unauthorized prosperity, press 4.
To schedule an emotional reconciliation seminar regarding resource extraction, press 5.”
Callers who remained on hold long enough eventually reached a representative named Claire.

There was always a Claire.

“Hello,” Claire would say calmly, “how may I assist you with national unity today?”

Albertans frequently asked where all the money was going.

Claire was trained extensively for this question.

“Your contribution,” she explained, “supports shared Canadian values.”

“What does that mean?”

“It means programs.”

“What programs?”

“Important ones.”

“Like what?”

“Community resilience initiatives.”

“What does that do?”

“We’re currently conducting a study.”

The call would usually end shortly afterward.

The genius of equalization was not merely financial.

It was psychological.

The system managed to make Alberta feel simultaneously:
essential,
unappreciated,
wealthy,
exploited,
privileged,
and somehow guilty for owning natural resources beneath its own ground.
This required extraordinary federal talent.

At one point, Alberta citizens noticed an especially fascinating phenomenon:

The more money Alberta contributed, the more aggressively Alberta itself was criticized.

Television panels routinely featured commentators explaining that Alberta’s economy was:
unsustainable,
outdated,
environmentally reckless,
socially questionable,
and possibly responsible for weather.
Yet moments later, those same commentators expressed concern about maintaining federal transfer revenues.

This resembled insulting your restaurant waiter while quietly hoping he continues bringing appetizers.

The contradiction became increasingly difficult to ignore.

Eastern politicians frequently campaigned against pipelines while simultaneously spending money funded by pipeline-related revenues.

This was comparable to joining an anti-dairy protest while eating cheesecake.

Federal officials attempted to calm tensions through public messaging campaigns.

One particularly expensive campaign featured commercials showing smiling Canadians kayaking, hugging, and purchasing artisan cheese while soft piano music played in the background.

The narrator solemnly declared:
“Together, we are stronger.”
Albertans noticed none of the commercials contained oil rigs.

Or truckers.

Or farmers.

Or anyone wearing work gloves.

The closest thing to western representation was a man standing beside a canoe looking thoughtfully at a mountain.

He appeared unemployed.

Eventually, Ottawa assembled a special emergency panel to address rising western frustration.

Naturally, the panel consisted almost entirely of people from Ottawa.

The resulting report was titled:
“Pathways Toward Collaborative National Revenue Understanding.”
Its findings included:

	Albertans feel “emotionally disconnected” 

	resource workers require “narrative inclusion” 

	western provinces desire “visibility within Confederation” 


One section recommended increasing “cross-cultural dialogue.”

Another proposed replacing the term “equalization” with:
“Shared Prosperity Alignment.”
This solved nothing.

Meanwhile, ordinary Canadians continued
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