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            ABOUT EVERGREEN: A CAREER SOLDIER CHRISTMAS

          

        

      

    

    
      Being in the Army means making new friends every few years . . . and leaving them when it’s time to move yet again. Career soldiers Max Remington, Kade Braggs, Shaw Kincaid, Jake Robinson, Derek McTavis and Owen Hughes are used to this way of life. But knowing it and liking it are two different things.

      During the years when they were stationed together at Fort Lee, these men all found love with feisty women. Now that everyone’s scattered at different posts around the world, these women are hatching a plan to bring everyone back together for Christmas. It won’t be easy, with schedules and duties and the inflexibility of the Army.

      But when something unexpected and terrifying happens, suddenly all those obstacles mean nothing.  After all, the holidays are about family . . . and bringing this one together will be worth every bump in the road.
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            THANK YOU, DEAR READER!

          

        

      

    

    
      Thank you for choosing this book and deciding to read it. You totally rock.

      I’d like to get to know you better! Each week, I send out a chatty newsletter, with book news, sales and giveaways. You can sign up for it right here.

      Enjoy your book! <3

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

          

        

      

    

    
      While the men and women in this series of books are part of the 94th Infantry Division, which is a very real and very distinguished division in the United States Army, the 94th ID in these stories is fictional.

      When I wrote these books, the post was still Fort Lee. As of April 27, 2023, it is now called Fort Gregg-Adams. The new name honors two Black former officers who helped make the military more racially inclusive, and I applaud the change.

      While Fort Lee of course does exist in the same place in Virginia, next to the town of Petersburg, adjacent to the famous Civil War battlefield, nothing in these stories is meant to portray aspects of the real-life post or town.

      I chose this location because it was familiar to me—or it was thirty-six plus years ago, when my husband and I were briefly stationed there. Still, any errors in description of the location or the procedures in the Army or any other details are inadvertent and should be considered a fictionalization, not a deliberate choice. Thank you for your understanding.

      PS: Check out the history of the real 94th ID. They were called Patton’s Golden Nugget in World War II; the division landed on Utah Beach on D Day+94 in 1944 and were also responsible for countless victories in Europe in 1944 and 1945. These brave men helped the Allies win the war.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            GLOSSARY OF MILITARY TERMS USED

          

        

      

    

    
      BDU: Battle Dress Uniform, more commonly known as fatigues. This is the uniform worn by most soldiers on duty. These are made of a heavy camouflage cotton, either in dark green (jungle fatigues) or lighter sand colors (desert fatigues).

      BOQ: Bachelor Officer Quarters, where unmarried officers can live. Officers also have the option to live off-post, in their own rented or owned home. While on temporary duty, officers are assigned quarters in the BOQ at their temporary post.

      PT: Physical Training, which is a set of morning exercises required of all soldiers.

      TDY: Temporary Duty, wherein a soldier is temporarily assigned to a post other than his/her permanent assignment. Temporary duty might be assigned for a short course, for training, or for a limited-time duty of another sort.

      PCS: Permanent Change of Station, where a soldier and his/her family move from one permanent assignment to another. This usually takes places every 3-4 years, depending on the branch of service or other circumstances.

      Dress Blues: the uniform worn by Army officers and enlisted men on more formal occasions.

      Air Assault School: In Fort Campbell, Kentucky, the United States Army Air Assault School qualifies soldiers to conduct air mobile and air assault helicopter operations, to include aircraft orientation, sling-load operations, proper rappelling techniques and fast-rope techniques.

      MP: Military police

      E-5: A Non-Commissioned Officer rank (Sergeant)

      USMA: United States Military Academy at West Point, an academy established in 1802 for the purpose of training an officer corps. Located on the Hudson River in New York.

      ROTC: Reserve Officers Training Corps, or the college program by which students commit to training for reserve or active duty following graduation in exchange for some tuition/expenses coverage.
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      Mid-November

      Leah

      “Is the coast clear?”

      Samantha whispered the words into the phone, and she sounded so ridiculous that it made me laugh. Clearly, my friend was not cut out to be a covert agent. She kind of sucked at it.

      “It’s clear at my house. What’s the situation on your end?”

      “Max left a couple of hours ago. It’s getting harder and harder to get him out of here in the mornings.” Sam sighed in what was supposed to be exasperation, but I heard the contentment underneath. “He’s sure he’s going to miss something. Like the baby’s going to start speaking in utero, or I’m going to develop an emergency craving. The guy is seriously obsessed.”

      I grinned. “And you wouldn’t have it any other way. How’re you feeling, anyway?”

      “Never better. I’m eating like there’s no tomorrow, and I have this crazy energy. It’s a nice change after the first three months, when I felt like I could sleep all day and still be ready for bed at eight.”

      “Yeah, the first trimester’s a bitch.” I grimaced, rubbing my own enormous baby bump. “But at least you didn’t have the same morning sickness that I did.”

      “I know.” Sympathy infused her words. “I can’t even imagine. But you’re better now, right?”

      “Oh, yeah. And this time, it was so much easier to have Kade with me.” A little thrill ran through me at the mention of my husband, and wasn’t it cool that three years after our marriage, I still got excited just thinking about him? “He felt so bad, though. Every time I puked, he apologized. If I hadn’t felt so lousy, I’d have laughed.”

      “He’s a keeper,” Samantha agreed. “Okay, now we need to get down to business. How’re we going to make this happen, this reunion of the Fort Lee six? I mean, we’re all over the country. And Jacey and Owen are in freaking Hawaii. They can’t just pop in at the last minute.”

      “Plus, they’re knee-deep in wedding plans.” My sister-in-law and her fiancé, who was also one of my husband’s best friends, were stationed at Schofield Barracks. Their wedding was going to take place next spring. “But Kade’s mom told me last night that they’re planning to fly in to So Cal for the holidays. So at least they’ll be on the mainland.”

      “Should we all try to converge on the West Coast, then?” Sam mused. “Harper and Jake are already out there. It would just be a matter of talking Derek and Tasha into making the trip from Kansas . . . and Delia and Shaw would have to travel from Colorado.”

      “I’d have to talk Kade into driving, because I’m not sure the airlines would allow me on the plane at that point. You’re the farthest away, though, all the way in
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